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well powder’d with Buchu, and twifted like a Rope,
is put, Collar-wife, about his Neck: And there
he 1s to wear it Day and Night, till it.rots off, or
till the Infect, at anotherVifit, alights upon another
Inhabitant of the Kraal; when he is at Liberty to
remove it. If this happens not, he muft wear it
through all the Stages of Putrefation, and while a
Bit remains. He feafts alone on the Entrails,
which are boil’d ; while the Men devour the Meat,
prepar’d the fame Way ; and the Women are re-

al’d with the Broth. Of the Fat he is oblig’d to
Ee very careful; and to anoint his Body and Appa-
rel witKThat only, whileany of it remains, without
rejecting the leaft Bit of it.

The Cafe, in every Refped, is the fame, if
the Infect alights upon a Woman. She commences
a Saint, with the fame Solemnities; only here the
‘Women feaft upon the Meat, while the Men are
regal’d with the Broth. T

This Infect 1 have often feen, and beheld the
EHottentots more than once at thefe Solemnities.

The Hottentots will run every Hazard to procure
the Safety of this Animal; and are cautious to the
laft Degree of giving it the leaft Annoyance. A
German, who had a Country-Seat, abaut Six Miles
from the Fort, having given Leave to fome Hot-
tentots to turn their Cattle for a While upon his
Land there, they remov’d to the Place with their
Kraal. A Son of this German, a brisk young Pel-
low, was amufing himfelf in this Krasl, when the
deified Infect appear’d. ‘The Hottentots, upon Sight,
ran tumultuoufly to adore it; while the young ll?el—

ow
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. Jow ran to catchit, in order to fee the Effe&t fuch a
Capture would produce among ’em. He feiz’d it
in the Midft of ’*em. But how great was the gene-
ral Cry and Agony, when they faw itin his Hands!
They ftar’d, with Diftracion in their Eyes, at him,
and at one another. ¢¢ See, See, See, faid they, Aht
¢ What is he going to do? Will he kill it ? Will
¢ he kill it 2 ** every Limb of ’em fhaking through
Apprehenfions for its Fate. <“Why* faid the young
Fellow, who very well underftood ’em, ¢ do you
¢ make fuch a hideous Noife? And Why fuch Ago-
¢ nies for this paltry Animal ? <«cAh, Sir;”* they re-
plied, with the utmoft Concern <¢ *Tis a Divinity.
< *Tis come from Heaven. *Tis come for a Gracious
¢« End? Ah! Do not hurt it: Do not offend it. We
¢ are the moft miferable Wretches upon Earth if
¢ you do. This Ground will lie under an eternal
¢« Curfe 5 and the Crime will never be forgiven.”
This was not enough for the young German. He had
a Mind to carry the Experiment a little farther. He
feem’d not therefore to be mov’d with their Petitions
and Remonftrances, but made as if he intended to
maim or deftroy it. On this Appearance of Cruelty
they ftarted, and ran to and again like People
frantick ; ask’d him Where dnd What his Con-

. {cience was? And how he durft think of perpetratin
a Crime, which would bring upon his Head all
the Curfes and Thunders of Heaven. But this not
prevailing, they fellall proftrate on the Ground be-
‘fore the young Fellow, and, with ftreaming Eyes
and the moft moving Cries, befought him to fpare
the Creature and give it its Liberty. The young
German now yielded 3 and having let the Infect fly,
the Hottentots jamp’d and caper’d and fhouted in all
the Tranfports of Joy 5 and running after the A-
G 3 : nimal,
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nimal, render’d the cuftomary Divine Honours.
But the Creature fettling upon none of ’em, there
was not One fainted upon this Occafion.

Difcourfing upon this Matter my felf with the
Hottentots of this very Kraal, they declar’d to me,
that if this deified Infeft had been kill’d, all their
Cattle would certainly have been deftroy’d by
Wild Beafts; and they themfelves, every Man,
Woman and Child of ’em, brought to a miferable
End. They believe the Kraal to be of evil Defti-
ny, where this“Infect is rarely feen. And to rea-
fon with ’em againft thefe Infatuations, is to talk
to the Wind. They would fooner give up their
Lives than renounce the leaft of *em,

V. The Hottentots likewife pay a Religious Ve-
neration to their Saints and Men of Renown de-
parted: They honour "em not with Tombs, Statues
or Infcriptions; but confecrate Woods, Mountains,
Fields and Riversto their Memory. When they
are pafling by one of thofe Places, they ftop to con-
template theVertues of the Deceafed, to whofe Me-
mory it is-dedicated, and toimplore his Protection
for them and their Cattle. In this Meditation and
Worthip they ftand with their Heads mufiled up
in their Mantles, Sometimes they dance round
thofe Places, finging and clapping their Hands.

If you find ’em at this Devotion, and ask the
Meaning of it, they only laugh, with an Air that
Iaforms you, You are to guefs it, and not ask them.
And if you urge them to an Explanation, they
grow angry, and anfwer very fhort, < Why, this1s
s¢ the Cuftom of the Hottentots. ™ - Butfora Pipc;_

Q
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of Tobacco, or a Dram of Brandy, you will now
and then find One who will give you an Account of
the Matter, and tell you a long Story of the Vir-
tues and Atchievements of thofe Anceftors of the
Hottentots to whom thofe Dedications are mades
concluding with Eulogies on the Worthip .and
‘C_%racitude that are paid to thofe excellent Per-
ons.

I once found a Hottentot finging and dancing up-
on a Hillock with a great Deal of Fervency in this
Sort of Devotion. And having entitled my felf to
his Favour by a Prefent of Tobacco, I ask’d him
for Something ofthe Hiftory of the Saint to whom
he paid thofe religious Devoirs. He anfwer'd, that
he had never heard that the Hillock he was on
was dedicated to any Saint; but he did not que-
ftion but fome Great Saint dwelt there. For that
once u‘Pon a Time, as he was travelling this Way,
being feiz’d with a ftrong Inclination to fleep, and
having a great Way home, he laid himfelf down
‘upon this Hillock, and enjoy’d himfelf all Night in
the fweeteft Slumbers he ever knew. In the Mor-
ning, when he was getting uE to proceed on his
Way, hedifcover’d a great Lion, within Twenty
Paces of hims which let him pafs without takin
any Notice of him ; but which, he faid, woul
have certainly devour’d him, if fome Saint, in-
habiting the Hillock, had not protected him,

I endeavour’d to root out this foolith Conceit,
and to implant in him proper Notions of God and
his Providence ; but in vain, He grew weary of
my Inftructions ; rofe on a Sudden, and fhaking
his Head, faid, ¢ I can underftand Nothing of

. G 4 3 au
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«¢ all you have faid tome, ** and departed out of
Humour

VI. I have now gone through all the Idolatries
of the Hottentots on the Gracious Side of their Faith.
They hgve but one upon the Reverfe ; and that is
the Worlhip of an Evil Deity, whom they look
upon as the-Father of Mifchief, and the Source of
all their Plagues. They call him Tougioa; and fay,
He is a little, crabb’d, inferiour Captain, whofe
Malice againft the Hottentots will feldom let him
reft 3 and who never did, nor has it in his Nature
to do, any Good to Any body. They worfhip
him therefore, fay they, in order to fweeten him
and avert his Malice. .

*Tis this Tougiioa, fay they, who ftirs up Ene-
mies againft them. °Tis He who fruftrates all their
Good Defigns. *Tis He who fends all Pain and
Vexation. °T'is He who affli¢ts them and their
Cattle with Difeafes, and fets on the Wild Beafts
to devour’em. *Tis He who is the Author of all
Ill Luck. And ’tis He, fay they, who teaches the
Wicked Hottentots the curfed Art of Witchcraft;
by which, they believe, innumerable Mifchiefs are
done to the Perfonsand Cattle of the Good. They
therefore coaks him, upon any Apprehenfion of
Danger or Misfortune, with the Offering of an Ox,
or a Sheep; and, at otherTimes, perform divers Ce-
remonies of Worthip, to wheedle and keep him
quiet,

Boeting fays, he heard fome Hottentats folemnly
declare, They had often feen this Tougioa ; and
that they defcrib’d himas an ugly,deform’d, ro};:gh,

alry
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hairy, frightful Monfter, with Head and Feet re-
fembling a Horfe, and drefs’d in White.

T took 2 World of Pains among the Hottentoss to
difcover whether any of em had pretended to have
feen this Tougiéoa, but could never be -inform’d
among them, that any of ’em had. 'I am per-
fuaded, therefore, Boeving forgot himfelf, and re-
ceiv’d this- Account of the Devil of the Hostentots
only from Europeans. '

VII. Ihave now given the Whole Syftem of the
Hottentot Religion; every Tenet of which, tho’ la-
bouring with the wildeft Abfurdities, they embrace
fo heartily, and hold fo dear, thatI look upon it,
with a great many others, as next to an Impoffi-
bility to ravifh one of ’em out of a Hottentot’s Bo-
fom. Reafon againft them, and they wrap them-
felves upin a fullen Silence, or run away. And ’tis
very rare that you can get them to hear you up-
on any religious Topick. Never certainly were
there, in Matters of Religion, fo obftinate and fo
infatuated a People. Stiff as are the Fews, many
of ’em have fubmitted to the Yoke of Chriff and
died under it : But Inever heard ofa Hottentot that
died a Chriftian. Some Hoitentots, in the Hands of
Europeans, have diffembled a Profeffion of Chri-
ftianity for a While ; but have ever renounc’d it
for their native Idolatries, as foon as they could
get out of their Hands. '

The Dutch Eaft-India Company has thewn a no-
ble Zeal for the Honour of Chrift, and the tendereft
Compailion and Sollicitude for the Hottentots, in
their Endeavours to procure the Planting of thfg.

S * Crif-
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Chriftian Faith in the Ho#tentot-Nations. In this
Glorious Work they have fpar’d neither Pains nor
Expence. Many learned and pious Miffionaries,
fent by them to the Cape, have undergone number-
lefs Dangers and Fatigues, and taken the greateft
Pains to make Profelytes among the Hottentots, but
without any Effeét. Neither the Force of their
Reafonings, nor the Charms of their Addrefs, made
any Impreflion. They were compell’d, with Sor-
row, to abandon the generous Defign, without
leaving the leaft Trace of it on the Minds of the
Hottentots. And T’ll venture to prophefie, that,
for this Age at leaft, it will not be attended with
-better Succefs. .

M. wan der Stel, Governour of the Cape, took a
Hottentot in his Infancy, and bred him up in the
Chriftian Religion, and in all the proper and gen.
tee] Manners, Fathions and Cuftoms of the Europe-
ans about him; alfowing him little or no Converfati-
on or Intercourfe with Hottentots. He became well
skill’d in the Myfteries of the Faith, and in feveral
Languages ; was always fumptuoufly clad 5 and
his Manners were very Juftly form’d after the beft
European Models at the Cape. The Governour,
{eeing him fo qualified, entertain’d great Hopes of
him 5 and defign’d very noble Things in his Fa-
vour. He fent him, with a Commiffary General, to
the Indies; where he remain’d, employ’d in the
Commiffary’s Affairs, till the Death of that Geatle-
man ; when he return’d tq the Cape. A few Days
after, at a Vifitamong his Relations, he ftript him-
felf of his European Apparel, and equipp’d himfelf,
@ la Mode de fon Pais, ina Sheep-Skin. This done,
he pack’d up his Caft off-Cloaths; and ran with ’em

. ta
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to the Governour’s 5 and prefenting himfelf before
His Patron, he lay the Bundleat his Feet, and ad-
drefs’d His Excellency to the following Effech
¢¢ Be pleas’d, Sir, to take Notice, that I for ever
<t renounce this Apparel. Ido likewife for ever re-
¢ nounce the Chriftian Religion. It is my Defign
to live and die in the Religion, Manners and Cul-
¢. toms of my Anceftors. 1 fhall only beg you
¢« will grant me (and I am perfuaded you will
¢¢ grant me) the Collar and the Hanger I wear. I
¢¢ will keep *em for your Sake”. He added not ;
but turning his Back at once, fled {wiftly away,
and was never feen in that Quarter again.

L
L3

I met with this Spark feveral Times up in the
Country, and had a great deal of Talk with him,
I was furpris’d to find him Mafter of fuch a Stock
of Chriftian Knowledge. He went through, upon
my Requeft, the whole Syftem of Faith, in which
he had been bred," with furprifing Facility, Clear-
nefs and Conneétion. Why, how can you, faysI,
abandon the Chriftian Faith, who, with fuch a
Number of Lights, muft needs behold it in all its
Reafonablenefs and Beauty ? His Reply wis, that
it was impoflible for him, and, he believ’d too, for
any one of his Nation, to obferve exattly the Chrif-
tian Precepts. I reprefented to him the tender Mer-
cies of God, and his Compaffion and Forbearanee
for Sins of Infirmity. I reprefented to him likewife,
in the warmeft Terms I could fummon together,
the terrible Guilt of his Apoftacy; and call’'d him
back into the Fold of Cbrif with every Endearment
1 could think of. But hewas, in a Manner, deaf
to all my Reafonings and Remonftrances, and in-
fenfible to all my Careffes, for his Return: And fo
he remain’d til] I faw him no more, A
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A German Divine, fometime a Preacher at the
Cape, took with him, in his Return to Germany, a
Hostentot, whom he inftruted in the Principles
and Duties of Chriftianity , andthere baptiz’d.
‘This Hottentot, being return’d to the Cape, became,
the greateft Reprobatein all the Country ; and was
upon the Point of returning to his native Refidence
and Idolatries, when he was fent away to the Rod
ben Ifland, where he died an Infidel.

Boeving fays, < ThefeInfidels (meaning the Hoz-
€< tentots) thew the utmoft Relutance when they
<¢ are call’d upon to reafon on Matters of Religion.
¢« How often, fays he, have I admonith’d them to
¢ adore Gounja Gounja, as they call Almighty God,
¢ and to give him Thanks for the Benefits they
¢¢ daily receive at his Hands ! They neglected not
¢ among T hemfelves to return one Prefent or kind
¢ Office for another; and bow’d their Bodies when
<¢ they receiv’d a Gift from a " Parent, Friend or
< Stranger. How therefore, I ask’d them, could
¢¢ they neglet to pay the Gratitude that was due
¢ to God, the Father of all Mercies, and the Giver
¢¢ of every Good Thing ? They replied, They did
«¢ thank Gownja Gounja. But how, demanded I?
< Pray let me have the Particulars. But they
¢¢ not being able or willing to proceed, I went on,
< and endeavour’d to inftrut them After what
«¢ Manner they ought ta pay their Acknowledge-
<« ments to the God of Gods, and to make ’em
¢ fenfible of the Homage and Veneration that
¢ were due to Him who is the Faithful Rewarder.
<« of all that diligently feek him. But, alas! the
¢« grew uneafi¢ before I hadenter’d far into theie
¢ Matters ; and, at Length, had not Paticnc; to

e\
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¢ hear me, but retir’d,fome frewning;others laugh-
¢ ing and flouting at me-5 fo that I could not fo
¢ much as pave a Wdy tdwards inftrutting them
¢¢ in the great Points on Chriftianity.

T wonder not at the fruitlefs Endeavours of this
pious learned and laborious Miffionary. - I have
experienc’d enough of the Obftinacy of the Hosten-
tots. 'They feem born with 2 mortal Antipathy to
every Religion but their own.

Many a Time have I allur’d them in fmall Com-
panies, with Tobacco, Wine, Brandy, -and , other
Things, to Places of Retirement, in order to eradi-
cate their nonfenfical idolatrous Whimfies, and in-
ftruct ’em in the pure Worthip of God. As long
as my Store lafted, I had myCompany, who feem’d
to attend with a Defign to learn, but only liften’d
as Spungers, in order to be treated with the other
Bottle, and laughat me when I was gone. At

.this Bite they are asarch as other People. When

my Store was fpent, they immediately call’d out
for more Hire; and, without it, would not ftay
to hear a Word more.

But the loofe immoral Lives of Multitudes of
Exrgpeans at the Cape, I apprehend, do nota little
contribute .to the Rendring the Hottentots fuch
Haters of Inftruction and Admonition in Matters of
Religion. This Contradictiori between Profeflion
and Practice has been fatal to moft Defigns of pro-
gl.gating the Faith. The Hottentots fee when

rinciplesand Practices are diffimilar as well as other
People  And asthey difcover fo many and fo wide
Differences between *em at the Cape, 1t is nocdto ge

oub-
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doubted but t¥3t they, with other Infidel Nations,
make this a mighty Prejudice againft every At-
tempt to convertor enlighten them.

How have I labour’d to bring ’em to a Senfe of
their Duty to Almighty God ! How have I plied
*em upon the Abfurdity of acknowledging his Su-
periority to all other Gods, and yet tefufing him
any A&t of Worthip. And how difappointed were all
my Endeavours ! I was ftill anfwer’d (when I could
get an Anfwer) with the Tradition of the Offence
of their Firft Parents, and the Blindnefs and Hard-
nefs of Heart with which they were all curs’d for it.
From which when I had taken all the Advanta-
ges I could to inform and awaken them, and prefs’d
them hard upon the Matter, their Refuge was in
this Contradittion, that Gounja Gounja, or the God
of Gods, was 2 Good Man, who neither did, nor
had it in his Power to do any one any Hurt. When
we had got fo far, and I had follow’d my Blow
upon their Abfurdities and Contradictions, the
would often in a Rage deny all they had own’d;
and, flying from me, fay, they neither believ’d in
God, nor would hear a Word more about him.

I muft not omit the Account they fometimes
ive themfelves of the Worthip of their Toug#oa, or
evil.” Father Tachart has deliver’d it very wellin
the following Words. ¢« We honour Tougioa at
¢ Times, fay the Hottentots, by killing a fat Ox
«¢ or a Sheep, according to our Apprehenfions of
¢ his Defigns to plague us. With the Fat we
¢¢ anoint our Bodies, and with the Flefh we regale
¢¢ one another; this being the Way to pleafe or re-
¢ concile him to us if we have offended ; th(l: we
¢ know
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¢¢ know not how we have offended. He reckons
¢¢ what he pleafes an Offence, and plagues us
¢ when he pleafes. And it has been always a Cuf-
¢ tom among us thus to appeafe him.

It is a Cuftom of the Hottentots, of a religious
Kind without Doubt, that when they are to pafs
over a rapid River, they firft fprinkle fome of the
Water upon their Bodies, and daub their Foreheads
with a little of the Mud. This Ceremony they
ﬁrform with great Sedatenefs and Compofure of

ind, fighing now and then, and muttering Some-
thing to themfelves. At this I have feen them
many a Time. But whatever Pains I took to know
the Reafon of it, I could never -draw any Thing
from them but this, ¢ Do not you fee the Cur-
< rent is ftrong and dangerous ?

CHAP IX.

Certain Principal Cuftoms of the Hottentots,
and the Ceremonies with which they are
obferv'd. -

1. Of their adopting a Dutch Term as a common Ap-
pellation for all their Solemnities. Il Of the
Cuftom "of Depriving the Males of ome Tefticle.
NI, Reafons for this Cuftom. IV. Of a firange
Excrefcence over the Pudenda of the Hottentot
Women. V. Of the Cuflom of Confining their
Children, till they arrive at Maturity, to the Care
and Conver/fation of the Women, and the Ceremo-
nies with which the young Males are receiv’d into
s0¢ Society of the Men. V1. Of their Publick Re-

Joicings.
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joicings.  VIL. Of their Cuflom of Removing theiy
Kraals. VIIL. Of their Offerings on Occafion of
Difeafes among thesr Castle. IX. Of the Cufiom
of Driving their Cattle through the Fire. X. Rea~
fons for this Cuftom.

L Very Change of Abode and Condition,and
every fignal Event of Life, the Hosten-
tots accompany with Offerings or Feftivities 3 and
never undertake any Thing they conceive to be of
Importance without the previous Celebration of
certain Solemnities. For thefe Ceremonious Acdts,
all of which I take to be of a religious Nature, the
Hottentots, foon after the Settling of the Dutch
among them, adopted the Dutch Term, Anders-
maken, 1. e. To dlter for the better 5 and have
ever fince call’d ’em all by that Name. They
either cannot, or will not, give you any Terms they
affix’d to thofe Alts antiently, or {till retain for
’em privately. Every Solemnity, they tell you, is
Andersmaken 3 andif you are not content with that,
ou may, for them, remain diffatisfied for ever.
hey feem to intimate a Change of Life by it
or, as we fay, the Turning over a new Leaf.

IL. It is a Cuftom among the Hottentots to deprive
the Malesof one Tefticle. This, which they tell
you is .Anderfmaken, is molt religioufly obferv’d
throughout all the Hottentot Nations, and with a
great Deal of Ceremony. This Operation is gene-
rally made at Eight or Nine Yearsof Age: Andif
it is deferr’d beyond that Time, it is always on
Account of extreme Poverty, the Matter being a
little expenfive. I have feen it perform’d upon
One of near Eighteen Years of Age. I will de-
fcribe it with all its Ceremony. The
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The Patient being firft befmear’d all over with
the Fat of the Entrails of a Sheep newly kill’d, lies
on his Back, at full Length, on the Ground. His
Hands are tied together ; as are his Feet. On ‘each
Leg and Arm kneels a Friend, and on his Breaft
lies another, to keep hfm down and deprive him
of all Motion. ‘Then advances the Operator, with
a common Cafe- or Table-Knife, well fharpen’d,
(They have no better Inftrument,) and laying
Hold of the left Tefticle, makes an Orifice in the
Scrotum of an Inch anda Half long, and fqueezes
out the Tefticle and cuts and ties up theVeflelsin a
Trice. This he performs, notwithftanding the Clum-
finefs of the Inftrument, with fuch Dexterity, as
would amaze the ableft Artift in Ewrgpe. Then
taking a little Ball, which he has at Hand, of
Sheep’s Fat, mix’d with the Powders of falutary
Herbs, particularly of Buchu, and of the Bignefs of
the outed Tefticle, he crams it into the Scrotum tofill
up the Vacancy. This Fat muft be of the Sheep,
kill’d by the Parents for this Occafion. And they are
oblig’d to kill the fatteft one of their Flock. He
then fews up the Wound 3 in which Work he ufes
a certain Bone belonging to a {mall Bird, as an
Awl; and hisThread is a fine Slip of a Sheep’s Sinew.
The Bone is thap’d like an Awl, and grinded toa
Point. At thistoo heis furprifingly dexterous., And
X cannot help thinking that this Needleand Thread
are preferable, for the Sewingup of a Wound, to
any Materials we make ufe of for the like Purpofe.
For this Sort of Stitching was never known to be
attended with any ill Confequence ; and the Wound
heals quickly with little more Ado.

The Wound being few’d up, the Friends of th
- H Patieat®
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Patient, who were feverally planted on his Legs,
his Arms, and his Breaft, rife; and his Bands are
loos’d, But betore he offers to crawl away,
Mr. Operator, with the ftill warm and {moaking
Fat of the Kidneys and Entrails of the S]heep, kili'd
on this Occafion, anoints him again all over, tur-
ning him, now on his Back, now on his Belly, and
rubbing him on every Part, with g very rude re-
gardlefs Hand; by this rough Aion, without
Doubt, adding frefh Flame to the already raging
Torments of his Patient, who drops and {moaks
under it like a Pig a roafting,.

But we have not done yet. The Glory of the
Ceremony is ftill behind. When the Patient is
fufficiently befmear’d at this Second Un¢tion, the
Operator makes Furrows with his long Nails in the
Fat upon him, and adminifters the laft Comfort by
Piffing all over him. This he does with a plentiful
Stream. He lays up for the Occafion. When he has
dribbled the laft Drop, he rubs his Patient again
all over with his Hand, clofing the Furrows in the
Fat. The Ceremony being now at an End, the
Patient,- trembling and fprawling on the Ground,
asin the Agony, is abandon’d of every one, and
left, without farther Remedy, to perith or recover
by himfelf. Near the Place where the Operation is
perform’d they previoufly erect a little Hut, asa
Sort of Infirmary. Into this he crawls as foon as he
can ; and There remains for a Couple of Days or
fo; all the while alone,and without any Refretfhment
befides the Fat upon his Body, whicK he may lick
if he pleafes. 1In fome fuch Time, without any freth
Application, the Wound is finely heal’d, and his
Vigour return’d; when he fallies out, and m'ntsi;

wi
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with the Speed of the Wing, oer the neighbou-
ring Plains, in Teftimony of his Recovery.

The Patience of a Hottentot under this Operation
is wonderful. He ftruggles but little ; and but rare-
ly groans. 1 have been a Witnefs to the Perfor-
mance many a Time;and can never enough admire
the Refolution with which I faw it conftantly en-
dur’d. The younger Fry, who have not yet been un-
der the Xnife, are never permitted to fee the Opera-
tion,

‘When the Operator and Afliftants abandon the
Patient, they repair to the Houfe of his Parents,
where affemble immediately all the Men of the
Kraal , to felicitate the Parents, and to feaft
with *em on the Sheep that was kill’d on this Occa-
fion, They boil and devcur the Meat, and fead
the Broth to their Wives. Nor Bit nor Drop is
fent to the Infirmary. The Remainder of the
Day and all the next Night are fpent in Smoak-
ing, Singing and Dancing ; and the Kraal thakes
and rings through the Impetuofity of their Mirth
and Rejoicings.

The next Morning, they duft their Heads with
powder’d Bucby, and anoint their Bodies with the
remaining Fat of the Sheep; and then depart to
their feveral Homes; the Operator then receiving
a Prefent of a Calf or Lamb for his Trouble , if
the Parentsof the Patient are able and willing to
make him one.

I have frequently examin'd the Scrozz of the
Tloitentots after the Exetion of a Tefticle, and al-
-ways found the Performance wonderfully exact, It

' H 2 would
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would furprife any Man living to fee how nicely
the Wound is fow’d up. If the Exetion is made
at Eight or Nine Years of Age, the Seam vanithes
by the Time they come to Maturity, and you fee
no Trace of the Operation.

III. 'The Hottenots vary themfelves in afligning
the Reafons of this Cuftom of depriving the Males
of one Tefticle. No Wonder, therefore, Authors
vary upon the Matter.

Saar is of Opinion, they do it to acquire a greater
Swiftnefs of Foot; a Faculty the Men enjoy in
Common in fo high a Degree, that they have ran,
fays he, many of ’em, with nimble Horfes, moun-
ted by Europeans, and out ftript *em.

¥ogel, Tachart, and feveral others were led into
the fame Opinion by the Declarations of many Hoz-
tentots , who affirm’d to’em, fay they, that this
Cuftom of depriving the Males of one Tefticle was
obferv’d for no other End than to make’em run
the {wifter. ’

Boeving refers the wonderful Agility of the Men
to Three Caufes. ‘The principal one, fays he, is
the Exetion of a Tefticle. The next, the Anoin-
ting their Bodies. And the laft, the Freedom of
their Limbs from every Incumbrance of Apparel.

All Writers, Ithink, agree, that the Agility of
the Men is principally owing to the Lofs of a Tef-
ticle. °Tiscertain, many Hotientors afcribe it to
the fame Caufe ; and fome of ’em affirm, the
Cuftom of Cutting out a Tefticle is obferv’d hon

that
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that Account only. And ’tis certain too, however
ftrange it may feem, that many fwift Horfes, un-
der expert Riders, have been diftanc’d again and

again by Hotteytots. *
g y p ”1{

But how far foever the Exettion of a Tefticle
may contribute to.the Agility of the Body,
this Cuftom owes not; its Original to any fuch Mat-
ter; nor is it obferv’d now adays on fuch Account
only. For the intelligent Hotténtots , when they
are earneftly queftion’d -upon the Point, will be
plain, and tell you, that it is a Law, which has
prevail’d. through all the Generations of ’em,
That no Man fball bave Carnal Knowledge of a Wo-
man before be is depriv’d of bis left Tefticle.

To fecure the Obfervance of this’ Law, the
Time of Exetion is fix’d, as I have faid, to about
Eight or Nine Years of Age. ’Tis very rare
that it is delay’d beyond ; and °tis ever delay’d
through Indulgence,on the Score, as has been ihiczof'
Poverty. The poor Hotzentots confider, that their
Sons may die before they arrive at the Age of
Eighteen Years, which is the ufual Time of Mar-
riage. They have a Chance then by this Delay to
fave Charges: And by this they are wholly go-
vern’d in the Matter.

They have no Memory of the Breach of this
Law. But if a Marriage thould be confummated
without the Exetion of a Tetfticle, both Man and
‘Woman would lie at the Mercy of the Rulers, and
theWoman perhaps betornto Pieces by her own Sex.

But théfe are not a]l the Securities of this
H 3 Law.
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Law. It is ftrongly guarded too by a prevai-
ling Opinion among the Women, Tbat ¢ Man
with two Teflicles conflantly begets Twins. They
therefore, upon Treaties of Marriage, generally
call upon t}Ix)e Friends of the Party toaver the
Exeftion , Modefty forbidding them to examine
the Parts previoufly themfelves. Yet do the Wo-
men fometimes bear Twins.

The Origin of this Cuftom I am not able to
trace. There is Nothing like it that I know of
in any other Part of the known World. May one
fuppofe, that the Original Practice was the Fewifs
Circumcifion ; and that in fome Popular Revolu-
tion the Thing was laid afide and forgot, and
the Exeftion of a Tefticle afterwards miftaken
for the Cutting off the Fore Skin? Derive it
how they will, it is apparently of a Religious Na-
ture.

IV. I muft here mention (what I omitted under
the General Defcription of the Hottentors, where
it would have ftood much better) a ftrange Ex-
crefcence upon all the Hottentot Women. This is
a broad callous Part, growing juft above the
Pudenda, and flapping over and hiding them,
It feems intended by Nature for the Concealment
of thofe Parts ; and is, in fome, fo large thatit can
hardly be cover’d by the Kutz Kroffe, as they call
it, (a Piece of Sheep-Skin the Women wear for
the Concealment of thofe Parts) but is often feen
below it.

‘Whatever the Reader may think of this Excycf—
cence upon the Hortentot Women as a Dcformxcz,
the



‘the Carx ¢f Goop Hore. 119

the Hottentots, nor Men nor Women , regard
itas any. But, through their Naftinefs and Anoin-
tings, 1t is always in fuch a Pickle as to make an
Europeanloath the Sight of it. They will let you,
for a little T'obacco or fo, handle and examine it.

Thevenot , in his Account of his Eaf India
Voyage, fays, the Negro- and Egyptian Women,
and the Women of other Narions, were fubject to
the like Excrefcence; but that they ftopt the
Growth of it very early by Searing it. This he
looks upon as an A¢t of the Superftition of thofe
Nations ; I, only asa Fafhion to root out what
they look’d upon as a Deformity

V. The Exettion of a Tefticle is one At of Le-
gitimation for the Marriage of the Males. But be-
fore they marry, there is another Thing to be
done, as a fecond At of Legitimation for the
fame Purpofe. This, which they likewife call
Anderfmaken , is the Receiving them, with a
great Deal of odd Ceremony, into the Society of
the Men.

‘The Boobies, from their Infancy up to the Time
when this Ceremony is perform’d, which is general-
ly about the Eighteenth Year, are confin’d to the
‘Tuition of their Mothers, and live and rambleabout
conftantly with ’em. Before this fecond A& of
Legitimation they are not allow’d to fet up for
Men. Nor dare they offer to converfe with fuch as
are call’d Men, not even with their own Fathers.
But upon this Aé they are difcharg’d from their
Mothers, and banifh’d their Converfation for ever.

H4 When
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‘When a Father, or the Generality of the AMex
of a Kraal, refolves to call a young Fellow into the
Society of Men, all the Inhabitants affemble in the
Middle of the Kraal ;*and all the Men fit down on
the Ground in a Circle. The young Fellow to
be admitted, being without the Circle, is order’d
to fquat down upon his Hams or Heels, fo as not
touch the Ground by at leaft Three Inches. This
done, the oldeft AMuan, whether he be the Cap-
tain of the Krasal or not, rifes, and asks the
Pleafure of the Circle, ¢« Whether the Youth without
<¢ fhall be admitted into their Society and made a
«« Man.”> To this All anfwering jé ji i. e. Zes,
Zes , he leaves the Circle; and ftepping up to
the Youth, informs him, ¢ That the Mezn having
¢ thought him worthy to be admitted into their
<« Society, he was now to take an eternal Farewel
¢ of his Mother and the Nurfery, and of all his
<« Boy’s Tricks and Gewgaws, Thatif he is but
<< once feen again to chat with his Mother, and does
¢« not always carefully avoid her Company, he will
¢ be look’d upon asa Babe, and as altogether un-
¢ worthy of the Converfation of the Men, and will
¢« be banifh’d the fame, and muft again undergo the
<< Anderfmaken to repoflefs himfelf of that Honour.
¢ That all his Thoughts, Words and Aétions are
¢ from that Time forward to be Manly ; and
¢¢ that he is never toadmit the leaft Effeminacy or
¢ Tarnifh of the Nurfery intoany of ’em *’. Over
this the Old Sage goes again and again, and cea-
fes not till, by frequent Repetitions, he judges he
has faften’d upon him the whole Matter of his Ad-
monition.

* Vide Tap. II Fig 1. Th
C
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The Youth beforehand being roundly bedaub’d
with Fatand Soot, the old Declaimer has no fooner
finifh’d his Harangue, than he draws outhis T-—,
and pifles with great Vigour all over him. He
ftops his Waters for fome Time before, in order
to provide him with a plentiful Stream. The
Youth ,who can hardly be feen under the {moaking
Inundation , receives the Stream with an eager
Care ; and making Furrows, with his long Nails,
in the Fat upon his Body, rubs and mixesthe Pifs
with the Fat with the quickeft Acion. The Old
Fellow puts not up his T— till he has carefully
dribbled upon him to the laft Drop ;5 when he feli-
citates him upon the Honour that is done him ;
and crowns him with the following Benedictions 5
which he utters aloud: £kamma. Good Fortune attend
Thee. Dida Atze. Live to Old Age. Qiioa qiia. En-
creafe and multiply. © Kumi. May thy Beard grow
Joon. Then is the young Fellow folemnly pro-
claim’d a Man.

This done, the Men go all to Feafting upon a
Sheep, Part roafted and Part boil’d, prepar’d by
the Friends of the young Fellow, now admitted a
Man. But the young Fellow himfelf is not permit-
ted to join the Company till near the End of the
Feaft ; when he comes in for Scraps, and is con-
firm’d in the Privileges of Aflociating, Eating and
Drinking with the Me#, provided he avoids Eating
and Drinking with the Women and Joining in any
of their Entertainments. :

I may obferve here, that the Words # Kamma
and Didas Arze, made Ufe of in this Ceremony, are

us’d alfo among the Hottentots, by Way of Saluta-
' tion,
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tion, when they fheeze ; juft as the Salutation, God
blefs you, is us’d on the like Occafion by many
among Our felves.

A young Fellow, remaining in the Tuition of
his Mother after having arriv’d at the Age of Ad-.
miflion into the Society of the Men, the young
Fellows already admitted, call in Derifion, Kutfire
i. e. Milk-Sop 3 and employ all their Wit in his
Ridicule and Mortification.

This Word Kutfire is, in all the Nations, a
dreadful Term of Reproach. When it falls ona
"Hottentot with any Manner of Juftice, it ftrikes his
Name with the Fury of a Thunderbolt, and lays
all his Trophies and Honours even with the
Ground. Itf{weeps down his Years, be the Num-
ber as great as it may ; wmmans him at once s
and makes an arrant Boy of him. He is banifh’d
the Society of the Men, as a filly raw young Puppy,
unworthy of their Company. All his old Friends
laugh at and avoid him: And he is thecommon Butt
of all the Wits of the Kraal. In thort, he is treated
by all that know him as little better than an Ideot
till he undergoes the 4nderfimaken afreth 3 which
repairs the Damage at once ; reftores him to his
Eea.rs and Difcretion, and again makes a Mazn of

im.

‘When this reproachful dreaded Term is faften’d
upon a Hoitentot, *tis examin’d in a Circle of the
Men of his Kraal, Whether he has deferv’d it. The
Marter is foon decided, but rarely with Impartia-
lity, for the Appetites of his Judges give’em a ftrong
Bias againft him. Their Mouths water forF t:{«;:

€
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Feaft at a new Anderfmaken 3 and the Feaft is all
that is requir’d on fuch an Occafion, befides the fo-
lemn Anointing of him that makes it 3 the piffing
and every other Ceremony of the firft Anderfmaken
being conftantly difpens’d with. The Hottentos
once admitted a Man, and afterwards reduc’d to
the Condition of a Boy by the Word Kuzfire, muft
treat all the Mexn of his Kraal with a Sheep, as at
his firft Anderfmaken, in order to be readmitted a
Man. He is not to fit down with the Company, nor
touch a Bit of the Carcafe ; but muft plant himfelf
at a Diftance, and feaft himfelf, if he pleafes, upon
the Entrails ; with the Fatof which he isfolemnly a-
nointed, and, by that Ceremony, made a Mazragain.

But no Penalty is laid on the Hottentos that fhall
call Another Kutfire unjuitly ; which fhews this
whole Matter to be moftly fet up in order to pro-

-mote the Common Entertainment and Diverfion of
the Men.

I muft not difmifs the Ceremony of Anderfmaken
for admitting young Fellows into the Society of
Men, without fome Account of its Confequences
as they regard the Women. A Hottentot, thus dif-
charg’d from the Tuition of his Mother, may infult
her when he will with Impunity. He may cudgel
her, if he pleafes, only forhis Humour, without any
Danger ofP being call’d toan Account for it. And
thefe Things I have often known done. Nor are
thofe unnatural Extravagancies attended with the
leaft Scandal. On the Contrary, they are efteem’d
as Tokens of a Manly Temper and Bravery;
and the Authorsof ’em mifs not now and then of
Applaufe, Immediately after the Induction of a

young
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young Fellow into the Society of the Mex, it is an
ordinary Thing for him to go and abufe his Mother,
and make a reproachful Triumph upon his being
difcharg’d from her Tuition, in Teftimony of the
Sincerity of his Intentions to follow the Admoniti-
ons of the Declaimer at his Induétion.

‘When the Old Fellows are admonifh’d (and ve-
ry often have I admonifh’d them) againft this hor-
ridly unnatural Practice of leading their Sons into
Cruelty and Neglect for their Mothers, not a Word
will they hear with Patience 5 nor can any Anfwer
be obtain’d from’em befides the darling One of the
Hottentots, whenever they are heated and confus’d
by any Enquiry into their own Matters, *7is Hot-
tentot Cuflom, and ever was fo. And with this,
they think, you ought to be fatisfied.

Nay, even the Women, who have {uffer’d by the
Infolence of their Children, will, when the Pain
of the Blows, or their firft Refentment, is vanifh’d,
excufe ’em, and apologize for the wild Impiety
with the fame Anfwer as the Men, when an Euro-
pean fhall reprefent to *em the Barbarity of the
Cuftom under which they fuffer. Hottentot Cuftom
is a Salve for all their Sores. This is extremely
unaccountable.

VI. I have gone through fuch Anderfinakens as
are of a Private Nature. 1now come to fuch as are
of a Publick one. And thefe are obferv’d upon va-

_rious Occafions ; particularly upon the Overthrow
of an Enemy ; fome great Deftruction of Wild
Beafts that devour their Cattle ; the Recovery of

fome eminent Zlottentot .from a dangerous Fit lgf
Sick-
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Sicknefs, and the like. On fuch Occafions they
make Publick Entertainments and Rejoicings, in
which every Inhabitant of a Krsal has a Share.

The Cots or Dwellings in a Kraalare rang’d in a
Circle, the Area of which is quite open. When
they defign a publick Entertainment, they erectin
the Center of the Kraal a Sort of Booth or Arbour,
large enough to entertain commodioufly all the
Men. *This Booth is made of Materials quite new,
alluding to their Defign of beginning on fuch Oc-
cafions a New Life. The Morning of the Day de-
ftin’d forthe Solemnity, the Women and Children
of the Kraal go all into the Valleys to gather feve-
ralSorts of odoriferous Herbs and beautiful Flowers,
with fmall Branches of gay Trees, with which they
adorn and perfume the Booth very charmingly.
The Men take the fatteft Ox, fometimes the fatteft
Bullock ; and faftening four Ropes, made of fmall
Weeds very nicely twifted, feverally to his Feet,
fome feize him by the Horns and ftruggle with
him that Way, while others, on one Side, pull with
the Ropes, till down they throw him on the
Ground ; when they extend him to his full Stretch
on his Back, and faften the Ropes to Stakes driven
into the Ground. -+ They then kill hiin, but after
fuch a Method that he is half an Hour a dying.
This Method, which fhall be defcrib’d hereafter, is
a very peculiar one, and wholly unknown in Exrope.
Part of him they roaft, and Part they boil. The
Men fit down in the Booth to the Whole, and de-
vour it with a great Deal of Mirth. The Wo-

% Vide Tab. dI. Fig. 1. + Vide Tab. L Fig 2z
mch
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men are put off, as ufual, with the Broth only.
The Men in a Kraal are generally fufficient to de-
vour an Ox at one Entertainment. But they are
generally a good While about it. They thengo to
Smoaking and Drinking., Thereisamong them a
Band of Mufick, which ftrikes up between Whiles,
and awakens the Dancers. Some fing; others crack
Jokes and tell merry Tales. Mirth triumphs in
Storms of Laughter; and the whole Company is
diffolv’d in Pleafure. In thefe Diverfions they con-
tinue the Remainder of the Day and all the next
Nighe.

Tho’ they love ftrong Liquors immoderate-
ly, and purchafe them whenever they convenientl
can, yet little or none of any Sort is feen in thefe
Solemnities. They never pollute them with Drun-
kennefs, or any Degree of Intoxication but what
arifes tfrom Tobacco or Dachs, and from the
Tranfports of Mirth. They can fing and dance
and confabulate with all imaginable Gaiety for
Twenty Hours together by the Help only of their
ordinary Beverage, Water and Cows-Milk; Viva-
cities in which, fpite of all the Sarcafms with which
they have been pelted for Stupidity, they excel the
Europeans; who cannot, forfooth, maintain their
Mirth for an Hour without the Help of ftrong Li-
quors.

VII. The Hottentots oblerve an Anderfmaken,
when they remove their Kraals. And they remove
a Kraal, for the moft Part, on one of the follow-
ing Accounts : Either when the Pafture about it
becomes too bare for the Subfiftence of their Cat-
tle; or when an Inhabitant dies in it, whether vio-
lently or naturally. When
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. When they have refolv’d to remove a Kraal on
Account of the Barrennefs of the Pafture, they kill
a fat Sheep. Part they roaft, and Part they boil.
Upon this the Men of the Krasl feaft with a
great Deal of Mirth and Good Humour, fending to
the Women the ufual Regale of Broth. With the
Fat they anoint their Kroffes (as they call them) or
Mantles. This isa Thank-Offering for the Boun-
ties of Nature enjoy’d in that Place. When they
have done, they demolith their Cots, pack up their
Furniture, and remove at once, the Men in one Bo-
dy,theWomen and Children in another, to the Place
deftin’d for a new Settlement., Where being ar-
riv’d, their firft Work is to ere& the Kraal and
difpofe their Furniture. This never cofts them much
above a Couple of Hours. Then a Sheep is kill’d
for the Women. Part they roaft, and Part they
boil : And devouring theW hole among themfelves,
they fend their Husbands a Regale of Broth ; which
is all they are to have for that Time. With the
Fat the Women anoint their Kroffes, or Mantles.
Then powdering their Hair with Buchu, they go
to feveral Diverfions among themfelves 5 in which
they continue the Reft of the Day and till pret-
ty far in the Night, their Husbands, in all the
Time, not once intruding or coming near them.
The Sheep is here a Sacrifice, and the Unétions
and Powderings are Religious Formalities, for the
Profperity of the Kraal, and the Continuance of
Plenty in that Neighbourhood.

VIII. When the Sheep of a Kraal are feiz’d
with the Megrims (the Hottentots call the Diftem-
per by the Duich Terms, Mall-Koppen i, e. difor-
der’d in the Head) the Inhabitants make propitia-

: tory
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tory Sacrifices, and feaft folemnly upon’em for
three Days fucceflively. The Sacrifice on each
Day is a found fatSheep, and the Sacrificer an el-
derly Hotsentot of diftinguifh’d Senfe and Gravity,
who isjudg’d the ableft for chufing the beft and fit-
teft Sheep for thofe Sacrifices (for they reckon a
great Deal uponThat)ard the beft skill’d in the Or-
dinances relating to the fame. The Ol1 Men affem-
ble by themfelves, and feaft each Day upon the
Carcafe of the Sacrifice. The young Men affem-
ble at a Diftance, and devour the Entrails ; and the
‘Women and Children are each Day regal’d with
the Broth only which is made with the boil’d Parts
of the Sacrifice.  After the Feaft, they fpend,
each Company apart, the Remainder of each Day
and the following Night in Singing and Dancing.
Thefe are Afts of Attonement for their Offences
againft Gounja; and which they truft will render
Gounja, propitious to them and their Cattle,

If, upon thefe Offerings, the Diftemper ceafes
among the Sheep, they grow wild with Joy, and
there 1s no End of their Feafts and Rejoicings.
>Tis a Matter certain among ’em, that Gounja
is_dclighted with their Offerings; and the Senfe
of having pleas’d him; hurries them out of
themfelves , and furnithes fuch Scenes of Mirth
and Extafie as are, perhaps , no where elfe to
be met with, But if , upon thefe Offerings, the
Diftemper does not immediately abate, they fup-
pofe the Offerings were not Good enough; and
that the Old Hottentot, appointed for the Election
of ’em, did not chufe the Beft. Upon which Sup-
pofition they appoint another ancient experienc’d
Perfon to mark out new Sacrifices 3 and three

Days
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Days more are fpent in the fame Solemnities: Or
elfe they imagine, the Sheep have caught their
Diftemper from fome ill Quality of the Pafture,
And if this fhall be the prevailing Opinion, they
forthwith perform the Anderfmaken ufual on the
Removal of a Kraal, and depart with their Cattle
to another Quarter.

IX. Another Grand Cuftom of the Hottentots,
which they likewife term Anderfmaken, * is the
Driving their Sheep at certain Times through
the Fire. Early in the Day, deftin’d by a Kraal for
the Obfervance of this Cuftom, the Women milk
all their Cows , and fet the whole Produce before
their Husbands. °Tisa ftri¢t Ordinance at thofe
Times, that the Women neither tafte, nor fuffer’
their Children to touch, a Drop of it. The whole
Quantity is facred to the Men, whodrink it all
up before they addrefs themfelves to the Bufinefs of
the Fire. Having confum’d the Mik, fome go and
bring the Sheep together to the Place where the
Fire 1s to be lighted, while others repair to the
Place to lightit. TheFire is made of Chips and
dry Twigs, and thinly fpread into the Figure of an
Oblong. Upon the Coming up of the Sheep, the
Fire, fcatter’d into this Figure, is cover’d with
green T'wigs, to raifea great Smoak ; and a Num-
ber of Men range themfelves clofely on both
Sides of it, making a Lane for the Sheep to pafs
th ough, and extending themfelves to a2 good Dif~
tance beyond the Fire on the Side where the
Sheep are to enter. Things being in this Pofture,

* Vide Tab, IL. Fig. 2.
the
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the Sheep aredriven into the Lane clofe up to the
Fi ¢, which now fmoaks in the thickeft Clouds,
The Foremoft boggle; and being forc’d forward
by the Prefs behind, feck their Efcape by attempt-
ing Breachesin the Ranks. The Men ftand clofe
ard firm, and whoop and goad them forward ; when
a few Hands, planted at the Front of the Fire, catch
three or tour of the foremoft Sheep by the Head,
and drag ’emthrough, and bring *em round into the
Sight of the Reft; which fometimes upon this, the
‘W taoping and Goading continuing, follow witha
Tantivy, jumping and pouring themfelses through
the Fire and Smoak with a mighty Clattering and
Fury. At other Times they are not fo traétable,
but put the Hotzentots to the Trouble of Dragging
Numbers of *em through: And fometimes, in a
great Prefs and Fright , fturdily attacking the
Ranks, they make a Breach and efcape. This is
a very mortifying Event at all Times, the Hosten-
tots, upon whatever Account, looking upon itas &
heavy Difgrace, and a very ill Omen into the Bar-
gain.

But when their Labours here are attended with
fuch Succefs, that the Sheep pafs readily through or
over the Fire, ’tis hardly in the Power of Lan-
guage to defcribe them in all the Sallies of their
Joy. Heavens! What a diftracted Scene ! What
Shouting , Singing and Screaming! What Boun-
cing and Scampering ! What Laughing, Grinning
and Staring ! What Stamping , Capering and
Tumbling | What Clapping of Hands and Shaking
of Heels! What Twiltings and Wrigglings of the
Body ! What Raptures and Upraars! They are
'mad (in all Appearance) ftark ftaring mad; and
ther Extravagancies -know no End. X. I
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- X. I'was nofooner acquainted with this Cuftom
than I had a mighty Itch to know the Meaning of
it; with Regard to which I found the Europeans at
the Cape utterly in the Dark. I therefore perfecu-
ted the Hottentots inceflantly with my Enquiries till
I had obtain’d fome Satisfaltion. But it was a long
Time ere I wasfo lucky., My Curiofity receiv’d a
thoufand Bangs with the Flailof Fostentor Cuftom.
A Thouland anfwer’d me , ¢¢ Our Anceftors did
fo ; therefore fo do we,” and, either could not, or
would not, enter farther into the Matter. I grew
tir'd in the Chace of this Myftery ; and, defpair-
ing of Succefs, was giving it up fgr erer; when I
ftumbled on a Hoszentot , a fenfible good natur’d
Fellow, who, for a fmall Gratity in Brandy and
Tobacco, gave me the followirg Account, as one
genuine Branch, at leaft, of the Matter I was in
Purfuit of. TheIdeas were, every Ore of *em, his:
I only vary from himin the Points of Drefs and
Modification,

«« 'We know not, fayshe, when to date the In-
<< troduction of this Cul¥om among us. We fup-
<¢ pofe it has prevail’d throagh 2li or moft Gene-
& rations. or are we affur'd, any of us, that
<< I know of, of the Solidity of the Reafon upon
<¢ which it ftands, a1y otherwife than by the Au-
«¢ thority of our A..ceftors, who , we conceive,
¢ were wife, an1 fet up Notiving as a Rule to Pof-
< terity but on folid Grounds,

. ¢¢ "This Country, as without Doubt You know,
<< is infefted inevery Part of it with wild Logs 5
<< which keep together, and fcour the Fields in
¢ large Troops, and fometimes make terrible Ha-

12 veck
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¢« vock among our Cattle. 'We dread thofe Crea-
‘¢ turesmore among our Sheep, than we do Li-
¢« ons or Tigers, or any other ravenous Beafts in
¢« the whole Region. For when Lions, Tigers,
¢ or any other Wild Beafts about us, but wild
¢« Dogs, invade a Flock , they only flay for pre-
< fent Appetite and a Meal or two beyond.
«¢ ‘Whereas when Wild Dogs fet upon a Flock,
¢¢ they make their Appetites no Rules for Slaugh-
< ter, but, if they are not prevented, worry the
<« Whole. Now we have it from our Anceftors,
¢¢ that if Sheep are driven through the Fire, as we
¢ term it, that is, through a thick Smoak, the
¢« 'Wild Dogs will not be fond of attacking them
¢¢ while the Scent of the Smoak remains upon their
¢ Fleeces. We therefore from Time to Time,
<< for the Security of our Flocks, perform this
¢ Anderfmaken. And this is all I know of the
Matter.

I can fay Nothing for the Strength of this Rea-
fon. I am only pretty confident it was not Mat-
ter of Invention. Yet, allowing it to be fufficient
to fupport the Cuftom we are fpeaking of, I muft
needs be of Opinion there are others, and thofe of
a religious Nature, for the Maintenance of this
Cuftom, which the Hottentots 1 convers’d with, ei-
ther knew not, or would not communicateto me.

Other Anderfmakens will be defcrib’d hereafter
imder the Heads to which they refpectively be-
ong.
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CHAP. X

Y. The Notions of the Hottentots concerm’ng.Wifcb-
craft. 1L An Argument to prove, that the Hot-
tentots believe the Immortality of the Soul.

L L L fudden inward Pain; All Sickneffes
that baffie their Phyficians, and cutoff
before Old Age ; All fudden crofs Accidents ;
and Every artificial Performance that is above their
Comprehenfion, the Hottentots afcribe to Witch-
craft; an Art which they believe is taught by
their Tougitoa, or Devil 5 and under the Imputati-
on of which their Old Women, like ours, fuffer
more than any others.

‘When a Hottentot is feiz’d with a Pain, which
he believes is caus’d by Witchcraft, he fends for the
Phyfician of his Kraal, who is believ’d to be Maf-
ter of an Amulet that will fometimes diffolve the
Charms of the Witches. On his Arrival, and be-
fore he utters a Syllable to the Patient, a found
fat Sheep being kill’d at the Inftant, he takesand
carefully views the Caul all over; and having
powder’d it with Buchu, twits it in the Manner of
a Rope, and hangs it about the Patients Neck, ta
whom, while he 1s doing this, he generally fays,
¢ You will foon be better. The Witchcraft is
¢ not ftrong upon you’ This Caul the Pati-
ent is oblig’d to wear while a Bit of it will
hang about the Neck. If the Patient be a Man,
the Men of the Kraal feaft upon the Carcafe of
the Sheep : If 2 Woman , the Women: }f .a
Child, the Carcafe of the Sheep is ferv’d up to
the Children of the Kraal only 5 and nope elfe tafte
a Bit of it, If,
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If, upon this, the Patient does not grow better,
the Doftor thinks no mote of an Amulet, but
gives Phyfick. And be the Diftemper, or the
Courfe of it, whatit may, the Doctor firft call’d
in, and no other, muft be retain’d quite through,
till the Patient recovers or dies. If the Event is
Death, the Dofor affirms it was occalion’d by
\Vitchcraft ; and that the Charms of the Witch or
‘Wizzard were too ftrong for him or any elfe to
break. And for thishe always finds Faith enough.

- I 'know but ome Inftance, and I amapt to think
there never was another, of a Hottentot’s departing
from his Faith in the Affirmation of a Phyfician,
that a Difeafe was infli¢ted and render’d incurable
by Witchcraft. The Inftance is This : A Hotten-
#ot Fitherman, being ftruck witha Sort of Lepro-
fie all over his Body, applied to an eminent Hotten-
#ot Phyfician for Relief. The Phyfician having
kept him in Hand a confiderable Time, and found
he could do him no Good, abandon’d kim as a
Man bewitch’d and incurable. Soon after, the
poor Fellow, in a moft ‘piteous Condition, and his
Heart finking to Rights under the melancholy No-
tion he had of it, coming to the Houfe of a Dutch-
man, to whom he fometimes fold his Fifh, the
Dutchman’s Wife perfuaded him to fubmit his Di-
ftemper to her Skill 3 and giving him fome Rs-
man Vitriol, order’d him to lay it for about half a
Quarter of an Hour in a {mall %xantity of Water,
and with this Water, impregnated with theVitriol,
to wath his Sores from Time to Time. He follow’d
her Orders, and they prov’d fortunate Ones; for
in a Fortnight’s Time, by thisWater only, he was
perfectly cur’d. Whereupon he repair'd to I;he

0=
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Hottentot Phyfician who had had him in Hand, and
with the higheft Indignation, on the one Hand, for
the Ignorance of the Quack, and the higheft Ef-
teem, on the other, for the Skill of the Dusch-wo-
man , he loaded Him with Reproaches, and Her
with Encomiums, and rundown the Reputation of
the Hottentot Phyficians with infinite Contempt and
Ridicule.

Boeving fays , the Hottentots wear, hanging to
their Necks, a little Piece of a Sort of Wood they
call Suza, as an Amulet againft Witchcraft. They

put - this Piece of Wood, with other Things, in a
Pouch they wear hanging to their Necks.

I have often been look’d upon by the Hottentots
as a Wizzard my felf My Magic Lanthern,
Burning Glafs, and other Inftruments, producing
Effects which aftonifh’d ’em, and which they could
,not account for, were Pieces of Witchcraft. Once,
being furrounded by a good Number of ‘em, I
pour’d a little Brandy intoa Cup and fir'd it, and
ask’d ’em if they would drink of it: They werce
aftonifh’d at the %‘rop'ofal ; and when they faw me
drink it my felf, betook themfelves to their Heels
in a Fright, and ever after dreaded me as a great
and dangerous Conjurer. They have vanifth’d out of
my Sight in an Inftant upon my holding upa Stick
and threatening to bewitch *em with it.

IL It does not atallappear, however, and I be-
lieve it is not, that the Hottentots have any No-
tion of their Wizzards or Witches enteting into
any Compact with the Devil, whom they call Tou-
gféioa 5 ar that their SoulsI go to Him at Death,

4 as
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as have many among Our felves of fuch whether
real or inaginary Wretches. They conceive,
according to all the Intelligence I could get upon
the Matter, that the Malice of Tougioa 1s con-
fin’d to this World, and cannot att beyond it.
Nor could I ever catch the leaft Hint among ‘em
to think, that any of ’em believe, that either the
Good, at Death, go to any certain Place of Blifs,
or the Bad to any Place of Torment. Yet do
they certainly believe the Immortality of the
'Slgltlxl. And }' wonder fome Authors could not fee
is.

Father Tachart plainly aflerts « the Hostentots
¢ do not expect a Lifg after this; for which
¢¢ Reafon , ** fays he, < they ftrive to make their
«¢ Livesas eafie as they poflibly can.”” The Rea-
foning here I take to be juft as found as_the Af-
fertion.

Boeving fays, « *Tis certain the Hotzentots donot
¢¢ believe the Refurrettion of the Dead ; but That
¢¢ they and Brutes, at Death, perifh alike, {Talk-
‘¢ ing onceto a Hottentot concerning the Refur-
< re¢tion , he faid : Only bere : Hereafter Nothing.
¢ The Dead come to Life again! How can that be ¢

As to the Refurreétion, I do notf{ee how the Hpz-
gentots, or any other People, fhould have any No-
tion of it but from Chriftians. That great Doc-
trine certainly was never difcover’d only by the
Light of Nature. And the Ignorance or Denial
of it grgues Nothing againft the Belief of the
Soul’s Immortality. It the Hotzentots believe not,
and I know not that any of them do, thatanyThing

m
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in Brutes furvives the Death of em, then has this
Gentleman argued to fome Purpofe againft their
Belief of the Soul’sImmortality. Otherwife his Ar-
gument does not affect it; the Words Hereafter No-
thing, in the Mouth of the Hottentot, clathing with
the pure and manifeft Senfe offeveral univerfal Cuf-
toins among the Hoztentots, as will appear prefently.

Juft as infufficient as the Denial of the Refurrec-
tion, againft the Hottentots believing the Immortalia
ty of the Soul, is the Inftance he introduces here,
by Way of Illuftration. <¢ A Hottentot , fays he,
«¢ who had murder’d a Chriftian , being deliver’d
¢ to his own Nation to be cudgel’d to Death, ac-
< cording to Hotientot Law , was exhorted
¢ by a Chriftian Preacher to repent 5 and told of
s« the Eternal Felicity he would thereupon enjoy
< in Heaven. The Criminal ask’d him, If there
¢« were Cattle in Heaven? Which Queftion put-
¢¢ ting, it feems, the Preacher out of all Hope of
¢« Converting him, he left him without a Reply.”
Now I can fee Nothing here, that fhews, the Crimi-
nal did not believe the Immortality of the Soul. All
that appearsis, that he had no Notion of fucha
Place of Blifs as the Preacher defcrib’d to him.

Now though the Immortality of the Soul is an
Article that enters not into the Religion of the Hoz-
tentots, and which, for that Reafon, I mention’d
not in my Account of their Religion ; and though
they fay Nothing at any Time concerning it, and
Fer aps never think of it with Regard to them-
elves, yet does it appear very plainly, that they
believe it, from the following Particulars.

1. They offer Prayers and Praifes to the Good
Hottentors departed, 2. They
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+ 2. They are apprehenfive the Dead thould return
to moleft them. They therefore upon the Death
of any Man, Women or Child of ’em, remove
with their Kraals, Bag and Baggage to a new Set-
tlement ; believing that the Dead never haunt any
Places but thofe they died in; unlefs any Thing
that belong’d ta *em is carried out of thofe Places 3
for then they apprehend they will follow a Kraal
and be very troublefome. They therefore, for the
Quiet of the Dead, and their Accommodation if
they have a Mind to return, leave the Huts they
died in, ftanding, and in them all the Apparel and
Implements that belong’d to the Deceas’d, and ne-
ver more lay Hands upon *em.

3. They believe that it is in the Power of their
‘Wizzards or Witches to /ay a Spirit, and for ever
prevent its Appearing or being troublefome.

Is it to be queftion’d then, Whether the Hosten-
tots believe the Immortality of the Soul 2

M. Ziegenbalg is clearly on my Side the Quefti-
on. Yetif I wanted Evidence upon the Point, I
could not with a good Confcience fetup Him. The
credulous good Man, as ’tis pretty well known,
was often impos’d on at the Cape , and moft of all
with Regard to the Religion and Opinions of the
Hettentots. Belides, he proves too much by Half.

I’ll give the Reader a Tafte of him upon thofe
Matters. ¢ Asking, * fays he, < a Hottentot,
¢« Where he thought he thould go when he died,
¢¢ whether to Heavea or Hell? the Hottentor re-
<« plied, [ know mot: God, who is merciful, only
‘¢ knows.”> Again ¢« Asking”, fayshe, ¢ a.Hoz-

tentss
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< tentor (the fame) Whether he believ’d there was
¢ a God, he nimbly replied, Let bim, who believes
s¢ there is no God, look upwards aud downwards and
<< yound about bim 5 and thenlet bim continue in bis
¢ Opinion if be dares”> Wonderful ! Could the
Wifgﬁ among Our felves have anfwer’d better! The
Anfwers are very ingenious: Ay. But are they
genuine? No. *Tis pretty well known, as well in
Europe as at the Cape, that this Hottentot was lef-
fon’d and prompted into thofe Anfwers on Purpofe
to deceive Zeigenbalg 5 who, from this Cheat, has
inferr’d a great many Things in Favour of the
Hotzentot Senfe and Religion that reach as far be-
yond the Truth as the Inferences of other Authors
come fhort of it.

As to the Hottentot Notions of the State of Depar-
ted Souls, it appears they conceive thofe Beings,
Good and Bad, remain in or about the Places they
inhabited in the Body. But to What End they
conceive Souls exift out of the Body, or whether
they trouble their Heads at all about it, I know
not. I am only pretty certain they have no Notion
of a Heaven for the Good , or of a Hell for
the Wicked.

CHAP XL

Caftoms of the Hottentots on the Delivery of
the Women,

N every Kraal there is a Midwife , who is chofen

by the Women of the Kraalout of the ableft

or Midwifry among themfelves, and holdsher Ofﬁf ce
, or
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for Life. A Prefent now and ‘then, on the Deli-
very of a Child, is All fhe getsby it.

‘When a Hottentot Woman is near her Time,
fhe is generally join’d by two or three Women of
her Kindred or Acquaintance, * who attend her
till the is deliver’d. 'When the Pains are upon her,
the Midwife arrives, and lsys her upona Kroffe or
Mantle on the Ground. Her Husband, if he is
at Home, gets him out of Door, and puts not his
Head into the Hut again till the is deliver’d, with-
out being reckon’d Unclean, and Forfieting, as a
cleanfing Anderfmaken, a Sheep, in fome Places
the Forfiet is Two, tothe Men of the Krazal;
%I;p devour the Meat, and fend the Broth to their
Wives.

‘When the Birth is flow, they make a Decoétion
of Tobacco and Milk, whether of a Sheep or a
Cow 3 and having ftrain’d off the Milk and let it
cool, give it the Woman; who generally no fooner
drinks it than the Birth comes on: Before Tobac-
co was brought to ’em, they made Ufe of Dacka on
this Occafion. Tobacco, they find, has a fpeedier
and kinder Effect. It muft be left to the European
‘Women to determine, whether fuch a Decoétion
would have the fame good Effect upon themfelves.

If a Child is ftill born, both Father and Mother
weep and take on mightily, efpecially if *tis a Boy.
However, ’tis buried without Lofs of Time , and
the Kraal removes.
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If a Child is born alive, the Firft Thing they do
is to rub it gently all over with frefh Cow-Dung.
They fay, ’tis dangerous to wafh it with warm
Water. In this Pickle they lay it upon a Kroffe or
Mantle, either before the Fire or in the Sunfhine
or the Wind, till the Dung becomes fo dry that it
gﬁljlrdeaﬁly be rubb’d quite off without hurting the

While this is doing, fome Women go into the
Fields to gather the Stalks of What they call Hot-
tentor-Figs. With the Juice of thefe Stalks, which
they get by bruifing them to Math between two
Stones, and which comes plentifully, they wafh the
Child all over, immediately after they have rubb’d
off the Cow-Dung. ‘This Juice, they fay, pro-
motes the Strength and Acivity of the Body.

This done, the Child is laid again on the Kroffz
before the Fire, or in the Wind or Sun-Shine, till
the Juice upon its Body is dried up; when the
befmear it with Sheep’s Fat, or with Butter, mel-
ted. And from this Time begins the Cuftom of
befmearing the Body with Fat or Butter as the Sun
or Wind dries it up, to divert from their Spirits,
as has been formerly obferv’d, the devouring Heat
of ‘the Climate they live in.

‘The Child, befmear’d with Sheep’s Fat, or But-
ter, melted, is laid again on the Kroffe ; whereit
continues till fuch Time as they fuppofe the Fat
or Butter has foak’d well into the Pores ; when
theK take it up and powder it from Head to Foot
with Buchu, which fticks upon the greafie Body,
as the Reader will imagine, like a Cruft, all over

it.
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it. This they look upon atall Timesas a very
falutiferous Application.

On every Birth, excepting Still ones, the Parents
obferve an Anderfmaken or folemn Feaft by Way
of Thanksgiving, in which all the Inhabitants of
the Kraal they live in have a Share. Yet do they
often give the Lie to thofe Thanksgivings by a
cruel Cuftom, praétis’d, indeed, by fome other Na-
tions, but, to Bofoms replenifh’d with Reafon and
Humanity, the moft thocking One in the World.
And this on the Birth of T'wins,

If the Twins are Boys, the Parents obferve an
Anderfmaken by killing Two fat Bullocks for the
Entertainment of the whole Kraasl, Men, Women
and Children, who all, with the Parents, rejoice at
the Birth as a mighty Blefling. The Mother only
ds excluded this %ntertainmcnt, {o far, that fhe
has only fome of the Fat of the Bullocks fent her,
with which to anoint her felf and the Newborn.

Butif the Twins are Girls, Things take quite
another Face. There is little or no Rejoicing :
And all the Sacrifice that goes to the Auder/maker
on fuchan Occafion is a Couple of Sheep at the
Moft. But they cannot often refolve to rear both
Twins. If the Parents are rich, and the Mother has,
or pretends fhe has, not Supplies of Milk for their
Nourifhment, the whole Kraal, which is confulted,
forfooth, in Form on this Occafion, eafily admit-
ting this Plea, the worft featur’d of the Two is
buried alive, or expos’d on the Bough of a Tree,
gr, among Buthes,

If
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If the Parents of Twin Girls are poar, their
Poverty is their Plea for Expofing or Making a-
way with one of ’em. They make this Plea be-
fore the whole Kraal, which generally allows it
without taking much Painsto look into ir,

The Cafeis the fame , when the Twins are a
Boy and a Girl, and the Parents have a Mind to
be rid of one of them. Only here they are not
govern’d by the Features, in Choice of the Child
to be buried alive or exgos’d. For the Girl is cer-
tainly condemn’d, if either Scarcity of the Mo-
ther’s Milk, or Poverty, be alledg’d againft bree-
ding.up Both. Butgreat Rejoicings are made for
the Boy.

If the Twins area Boy and a Girl, and the
Girlis ftill born, before they break up in order to
feeck a new Settlement, they obferve a folemn
Feaft for the Birth of the Boy s and after that,
the ;{nderfmakcn ufual on the Remo.al of a
Kraal.

Upon the Birth of the firft Child, if ’tis a
Boy, the Rejoicings in a Kraal are far fuperioar
to thofe attending any cther Birth. The Pa-
rents flay Cattle very liberally for the Entertair«
mentof their Neighbours ; and every one is par-
ticularly zealous oa fuch an Occafion to congratu-
late them on the Obtaining of an Heir. The
Eldeft Son has, in a Manner, an abfolute Authority
over all his Brothers and Sifters.

The Boys are always preferv’d, be the Circum-
{tances of the Father or the Cafe of the Mother
' never
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never fo bad ; the barbarous Cuftom of Expofing
or Burying alive being only fet up againft the
Girls. Andwhen they refolve to rid themfelves of
One, they carry the Babea confiderable Diitance
from the Kraal, andlook fora Hole in the Earth,
made by a Hedge Hog, Wolf, Tiger, or other
wild Creature. In fuch a Hole, if they find one,
they lay the Babe alive ; then ftopping up the
Mouth of the Hole with Earth and Stones, for-
fake it for ever. It they find not fuch ja Sepul-
chre prefently, they tie the Babe, ftretch’d on his
Back , toa nether Bough of the next- Tree , and
leave it to farve or be devour’d by Birds or Beafts
of Prey. Sometimes they leave the Caft-Away
among Buthes.

Whence this abominable Cuftom had its Rife
among, them, whether from their own Invention,
or from Example, isa Matter in the Dark. They
will tell you it has been the Prafice of the Hor-
tentots from the Beginning. But they arc no Au-
thority. If they derive this Cuftom from any
other Nation, ’tis not improbable they owe it to
the Chinefe, among whom, we are told, it has been
always the Practice to thruft out of the World b
Drowning and other Methods every Child that 1s
born to *em above the Number they can decently
maintain. Embracing the Do&rine of T7an/migra-
tion, they believe the Soul of a Child will have a
better Chance for Happinefs by being fent to ani-
mate another Body than by remaining in one
that is expos’d to Want. But the Fapanefe, if
we are truly inform’d, are crueller ftill. It feems,
they flay every one that is born to ’em after the
Firtt Two. They look upon Two as fufﬁcien{) for

ro
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Propagation, and upon Deith as vaftly prefe.atle
toa needy Life. They take the Overplus Chil-
dren, as foon as they are born, and wre-ching and
faftening their Feet upon their Necks, keep ’em
in that Pofture till they expire. ‘This is Barbarity
with a Vengeance. But to return.

The FEuropeans at the Care fometipes find an
expos’d Infant.  If they find it dead, they general-
ly ftay tointer it. If ’uis alive, they al vays take
it Home 5 and if the I'inder is not able or willing
to breed it up, he foon meets with Othets that
are: And the Child has infallibly tender Treat-
ment, and, if it lives, a good LCducation. Great
Care is always taken to give the Minds .of thofe
Foundlings a ftrong Seafoning of Chr ftanity.
And every Thing is done wkhich, ’tis thought,
may contribute to fecurc them from Falling o% to
the Hottentot Naftinefs and Idolatries. Bucr not
once hitherto have t'.efe generous Labours produc’d
an;lla{’cing Effect. Nort once has itapj ear’d, that
a Hottentor’s Mind is to be Cepriv’d of its rative
Bias. Thofeunhappy Females (and, as has been
{aid already, none but Femalesare expos’d) when
they have come to Years of Maturity, have cop-
ftantly 'renounc’d their Education, the Zuropean
Apparel, and the Chriftian Religion, all at once 3
and embracing the Rcligion and Cuftorms of their
o;vn People, fled to and remain’d among ’em ever
after.

Sometimes the Luropeans take an eapos’d. Infant
they find dead, and diffe€t it This, when the
Hor entots know it, gives *em inf 1ite Terror. For,

however they came by the Notion, they think,
K I'ke
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like many weak People among Our felves , that
Dead Bodies are of Ufe in Witchcraft; and think
too, that the Ewuropeans apply them to Nothing
elfe. They would not part with one of their dead
Bodies to be diffected, upon any Account in the
World. They are as careful too to watch that
their own Conjurers come not at the Corpfe of one
of their Relations or Friends.

The Kroffe, or Mantle, on which the Woman
is laid, together with the After-Burthen, are forth-
with, after the Delivery, interr’d tcgether in fome
fecret Place, for Fear the FHoitentor Conjurers
fhould lay hald of any Part of either, in order to
Véﬁgll(cj fome Enchantment on the Mother or the

ild.

The Child’s Navel String is tied with a Sheep’s
Sinew, fo long that it hangs down a confiderable
Length below the Knot: And there it is to remain
till itrots off. The Belly-Band for the Keeping
dﬁwn of the Navel is a narrow Piece of Sheep-
Skin. '

CHAP XIL

1. Of the Naming of the Hottentot Cbhildren. II.
Times when the Men are 0blig’d to withdraw from
their Wives. 1I1. Ceremonies previous to their
Cobabiting again. IV. Correttion of a Miftake of
Boeving,

L Refently after the Cleanfing of the Child
with Cow-Dung, Anointing it with Sheep’s

Fat, or Burter, melted, and Powdering it with Bx-
cha,
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¢hu, in the Manner that has been related, the Child
is nam’d, The Name isgiven it by the Mother,
unlefs the Diforder which fometimes follows the
Drinking of the Decottion I have mention’d for
Forwarding the Birth, renders her incapable of that
Office ; and then’tis done by the Father. And
here, as I have already obferv’d im another Place,
they imitate the old Troglodyres, by giving their
Children the Names of Favourite Beafts. Some
are call’d Hacqua, i. e. Horle ; others Gamman,
i. e. Lion; others Ghoudie , i. e. Sheep; others
Guacha, i.e. Afs; others ’kamma, i. e. Hart, &c,

II. The Men are not only oblig’d to retire out
of the Sight of their Wives in Labour, but like-
wife to withdraw from ’em , and not partake
with them in any one Thing, while the Menfes are
upon them. He that comes near his Wife, or
}aartakes with her in any Thing at thofe Times is
ook’d upon as unclean, and is oblig’d to puri-
fie himfclf by offering a Fat Ox. This is not
unlike the Law enjoin’d the Fews Levir. xi1.
Before this Purification he is diftinguifh’d among
his Neighbours by a Term, which I have often
heard , but which I neither know how to render
nor reduce to any fyllabical Form.

III. When a Woman, after Labour or the Mey/
es , isfit for the Company of her Husband, before
they meet, the Woman rubs her Body all over
with Cow-Dung by Way of Purification. The
Dung being rubb’d off when’tis dry,the befmears
her felf all over with Fat; and then powdering
herfelf all over w'th Buchu, waits within to receive
her Husband. ‘The Husband, having withoat b:-

B K2 {mear’d
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fmear’d himfelf with Fat, and dufted himfelf all
over with Buchu, enters the Houfe; and fitting
down, puts many loving Cl:]le{’cions to his Spoufe,
concerning her Welfare, and the Manner in which
fhe has pafs’d her Time in his Abfence ; makes
frefh Profeflions of Conjugal Love, and entertains
her with all the pleafing fprightly Things he is
able to utter. While he is doing this, he fmoaks
Dacha or Tobacco: And the Cuftom is for him to
fmoak and talk till his Head turns round; he
raves and drops afleep.

I have been often affur’d by both Sexes of the
Hottentots , that they differ in their Veneral Em-
braces from Exropeans.

IV. Boeving fays, the Tnland Hottentots deftroy,
as foon as itis born, every Child begot by an
European ona Hottentot Woman. This , accor-
ding -to the beft Accounts I could get, is no
where true throughout all the Hostentot Nations,
but in the Cafe of Twins, when One of Them
is a Girl ; for then they deftroy the Girl. The
Boys they cherifh with as much Fondnefs, if not
more, than they do any of their own.

"CH A P. XIIL
Of the Marriages of the Hoztentots.

I. Their Manner of Wooing. " 11. Their Marriage
Ceremony. II1 Their Marriage Feaft. 1V. No
Mufick or Dancing There. V. Polygamy lawful
among the Hottentots. VI. Marriages between
Firit or Second Confins unlawful. VIL ﬁez‘r

ar=
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Moarriage Portions. VIIL. Adultery punift’d with
Death. IX. Marriages to be diffolvd. X. Mif-
sakes of Vogel.

HE Cruel Cuftoms of the Hottentots, juft de-
fcrib’d, make but a gloomy Entertainment.
whout Doubt, they ftrike the Bofom of the
Reader with Horrour 3 and he defires to be re-
liev’d with Somthing generous and chearful. The
beft Thing I can do for him then is to defcribe
a Hotsentot making Love; with the Ceremony and
Feaft of a Hostentot Wedding. Cruelty, indeed,
has Nothing to do here; but Naftinefs will ap-
pear as much as ever ; and with that the Reader, as
often as he may have been difgufted by it, muft be
content to bear,

I. It a Batchelor or Widower has a Mind to
marry, he does not forthwith break his Mind to
the Maid or Widow that has won his Heart. His
firft Bufinefs is to difcover the Matter to his Fa-
ther, if his Father is living, and get him to ap-
prove his Love. If his Father confents, he goes
along with him to the Houfe of the Father of the
‘Woman with whom he is fmitten, in order to
demand her for him in Marriage.

The Lover and his Father, waiting on the
Friends of the Woman, the Lover employs him-
felf in preparing and prefenting the Company
with Dacha or Tobacco. They all fmoak ; and
the Converfation turns upon indifferent Things ;
the Vifiters feeming to.have forgot the Bufinefs
they come about, and none elfe feeming to appre-
hepd it, till the Heads of the whole Company are

K3 giddy
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