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Fat that is rank; which renders them offenfive to
the Nofe of an European, who may fmell them at
a confiderable Diftance. But the better Sort are
very curious in the Matter, always befmearing
themfelves with the fretheft and choiceft that can
be had. No Part of the Body, from the Crown
of the Head to the Sole of the Foot, efcapes this
Paint.  The Skins, which they wear as Cloaks
and faften about their Necks, muft likewife have a
thorough Dawbing, unlefs they are {fo poor they
cannot afford it. And thus equipp’d they are the
fondeft of Themfelves of any People in the World.

The richer a Ilottentot is, the more Fat and
Butter he employs in anointing himfelf and his Fa-
mily. This 1s the grand Diftinction between the
Rich 2nd the Poor. A wealthy Hottentot is very
lavith in the Matter. In this lies his whole Pa-
rade ; and by this he is prefently known.

XI. T mutft here take Notice, that they abomi-
nate the Fat of Fifh; and will not patiently fuffer
the leaft Touch of it on tleir Bodies or Mantles.
And Dapper is certainly out, where he fays, that
on a Time a dead Whale being thrown on the Ho:-
tentot Coaft, the Natives fwallow’d the Fat of it by
whole Handfuls with the utmeft Greedinefs. The
Hottentots of this Age, whatever they were of the
laft, have certainly the Fat of all Fith in the ut-
moft Abhorrence, and particularly of the Whale.
I have feen them , when they have been employ’d
to remove the Fat of this and other Fith from
Place to Place, take the utmoft Care, thatthe
leaft Part of it fl ould not fall on their Bodies or

Mantles, looking on it as an utter Abomination.
They
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They will eat the Fith with the greateft Pleafure
and Rapacity , but hate and avoid the Fat of
it. 'ThisI have feenin two Inftances of their ta-
king and devouring a Whale.

XII. Authors neither agree, nor feem to me,
any of ’em, to have enter’d thoroughly into the
Matter, in afligning the Reafons of the Hoztentots
for the Cuftom of befmearing their Bodies in
the Manner juft now defcrib’d.  Merklin, Vogel,
and Father Tachart are of Opinion they do it only
by Way of Ornament, every one’s Wealth, Mag-
nificence and Finery being meafur’d by the Quan-
tity and Delicacy of the Butter or Fat upon his
Body and Apparel. But this I look not upon as
the primary but as a fecondary Reafon.

Boving fays, they anoint themfelves thus to
make ’em agile and nimble of Foot. Such Anoin-
ting will indeed promote the Supplenefs and Aéti-
vity of the Body ; and the Hotzentots, tho’ a lazy
Race, are perhaps the People the nimbleft of Foot in
the World. They not only dart away from the
fwifteft European, but frequently outftrip a very
nimble Horfe. 1knew a Hottentot, a ftout clever
Fellow, who fetout at Night from the Governour’s
Houfe at the Cape, for a Country-Seat of His Excel-
lency’s, at Five Hour’s Diftance, andreturn’d the
next Morniag by Break of Day , with new-bak’d
Bread from thence, fo warm from the Oven as to
melt Butter. Yet the Hostentors do not anoint
themfelves for the Sake of a light Pair of Heels. At
leaft, I could never learn of *em , that this was any
Reafon for it.
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A better Reafon, and which I look on as the
true One, for this Cuftom, is drawn from their
Manner of Life, and the Climate they live in.
They go naked, fave onlya Sheep’s Skin flung o-
ver their Shoulders: And they S)ive in a Region
where the Sun’s Heat rages the Yearround. Were
they not therefore to anoint their Bodies with But-
ter, Fat, or fome fuch Thing, the continual excef-
five Heats would, in all Probability, exhauft and
deftroy them. :

XIII. Authors have again exceeded in the Ac-
counts they have given of the Shape, Stature and
Features of the Hostentots. 'They are by no Means
fo hideous as the Prefs has hitherto made them.
The Worft of *em is their Naitinefs (among other
‘Tokens of which, they leave their Hair to mat to-
gtner with Dirt, fo that it look like black Wool
clotted with ‘Treddles) and their offenfive Smell.
Their general Mien is fo far from being wild and
terrible, aswe have been told, that, on the Con-
trary, it is fweet and compos’d, and indicative of
the higheft Benevolence and Good Nature.

The worft Features they have are their large fla
Nofes, and their thick Lips, efpecially the upper-
moft; in which, however, they refemble but the Ge-
rnerality of Negroes.  But, as I have told the Reader
already, the Flatnefs of their Nofes is not natural
to ’em. How they make them flat T fhall tell him
1 ~reafter.

‘What a frightful Pi¢ure has Anderton drawn of
tl is People in his Travels | After faying, the Fea-

tares of the Hottentots are manftroufly ugly, he
adds,
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adds, their Faces are fhrivell’d. Yes, thofe of Old
People. And where live the People that have not
Wrinkles in Old Age? But the Face of a young
Hottentot is as {mooth and plump as that of any
Youth in 4frica, or even in Europe.

For a general Defcription of the Perfons of the
Hottentots , they are not fo fmall of Stature as we
have been told, moft of the Men being from 5 to 6
Foot high. The Women are a great deal lefs.
Both Sexes are very eret and well made, keeping
a due Medium between Grofs and Meagre. Their
Heads being generally large, their Eyes are fo in
Proportion. The Nofes of both Sexes are flatted,
& their Lips thick. TheirTeeth are white as Ivory.
And their Cheeks have Something of a Cherry ;
but, by Reafon of their continual Dawbings, itis
not eafily difcern’d. Their Hair is like that of Ne-
groes, thort, and black as Jet. The Men have large
broad Feet: The Women have them very fmall and
tender. Neither Men nor Women cut the Nails of
their Fingers or Toes. Among the manyThoufands
I have beheld, I remember not to have feen more
than two Hottentots that were Cripples. There was
not a bandy-legg’d Fellow among ’em; nora crook-
ed Limb; nor any other Piece of Deformity that I
could difcover, befides the two Cripples. This is
the more remarkable fince they take nothing of the
Care that is feen in Europe in the Rearing of Chil-
dren. The Women, in eight Days or lefs after their
Delivery, take their Infants upon their Backs; and
thus, with little or no Regard to the Eafe of the

- Babes, lug them about till they are able to crawl
by themfelves. They then fet them down, and
leave them to find their Legs as foon as they can.

D3 The
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The Colour of the Hottentots has been deliver’d
by feveral Authors, as black from their Birth,
‘What a Miftake is here ! fince they are at no
Time black ; and Infantsare thil ﬁu'tzer from that
Colour than the Adult. I have feen a great many
new-born Children of the Hottentcts, and always
found them of a bright Olive ; which catches a
Shade as they grow up, but always remains an
Olive or thereabout, let them do what they can
with their Paints or Ointments.

Father Tacbart {ays, the Sieur Van der Stel, Go-
vernour at the Cape, in a Journey he made, of Five
Months, up into the Hostentot Countries, met with
many Hottentots who 'were as white as Europeans.
This Jcurney, fays he, was profecuted Ten De-
grees Northward. Confequently they muft lie
fomewhere between the Cape anci, the Tropick of
Capricorn. And be they where they may, be-
tween the Cape and the Tropick, one miglt ex-
pet, if this Relation was true,to find Hotteniots of
the fame Complexion fomewhere upon the Coaft.
But I have feveral Objetions to this Account of
white Hottentots , which, in my Opinion, are fo
many Bars againft the giving any Credit to it.

The Firft is, I could never learn, that any white
Hoitentots were ever either feen or heard of upon
the Coaft between the Cape and the Tropick : Nor
have I been able to meet with any other Account
of white Hottentots any where about the Cape. The
Natives of Macaffar, Favan and Ceylon are certain-
ly not white, but of a Colour onlyy a little more
yellowith than that of the Hozzentots.

The



the CAPE of Goop Hore. 55

The next is, that if the Governour had really
met with fuch People, he would not have fuil’d
to bring one of them with kim to the Cape as a
Curiofity, and as the Trophy of his Pen~tration into
the Country. At leaft, methinks, he wouald not
have fail’d, on his Returnto the Cape, to give fuch
Accounts of fo remarkable a Difcovery, as that
the Memory of it had not remain’d only in
the Writings of Father Tachars.

Another Objection is, that this Father was fo
often and fo grofly mifinform’d in other Matters,
that he may eafily be judg’d to have met with the
like Misfortune in this.

Again : How comes it to pafs, that the Go-
vernour himfelf the Father {peaks of, who was a
Native of Mauritius, near the Tropick of Capri-
corn, tho’ his Parents were Natives of Holland, did
not preferve a white Complexion, if there are any
white Hottentotsin any Part of Afric between Mau-
ritius and the Cape. The Governour took and al-
ways held a yellowith Complexion, approaching to
that of the Nation in which he was born.

The nearer the Equator, the darker the Com-
plexions of Nations. In this they are determin’d by
the Degree of the Sun’s Action. Thus, the'Spani-
ards and Portugueze are Nations of a darker Hue

-than thofe that live to the Northward of ’em, be-
caufe they inhabit warmer Countries. And the
Natives of Fex and Morrocco are fwarthier than the
Spaniards and Portugueze , becaufe inore within
the Sun’s A&ion. And thus, on the other Side
the Lie, the Natives of New Flolland and the

D 4 South
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South Amcricans in the fame Latitudes, do, indeed,
differ in Colour; but the Magellanicans are Whites.
From them the Colour darkens in 4merica all the
‘Way to the Tropick of Capricorn, and, in the Tor-
rid Zone, is fix’d toOlive, dark brown, or dark yel-
low. This certain Gradation of Complexions,
from both the Poles to the Equator, isan effectual
Objection againft Father Tachart , tho’ all the o-
ther were good for Nothing. -

But I my felt, as well as Father Tachart and
others, was grofsly deceiv’d and misinform’d in a
thoufand Matters at my firft Settling at the Cape.
I foon got up a Parcel of Materials upon Informa-
tion, which I believ’d would make very good Hi-
ftory; and, without Doubt, had publifh’d it as fuch,
had T return’d immediately, without ftaying to
look into Things my felf. But I had not been at
the Cape a long Time, before I faw the Folly of
truft ng almoft to any Report there. Upon which
I threw away the Hiftorical Rubbith I had gather’d
upon Information, and made it a Rule, notto be-
lieve any Thing I did not fee, of which a Sight
could be had.

I tzke this Opportunity to tell the Reader a
Matter I have feen and affirm) that Negroes are
born White. But in Ten or Fourteen Days after
the Birth, the Colour changes into a deep Black
all over them, excepting the Palms of their Hands
and the Soles of their Feet, which remain whitith
as lar g asthey live. .

CHAPYV,

Of the Alliance and Friend/bip fubfifiing between the
Dutch and the feveral Hottemor Nations. B
e
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Efore I proceed to an Account of the feveral
Hottentor Nations,-it may be neceflary to
clear the Way a little, by telling my Reader how
they ftand with the Dusch. For aswhen Peace and
Friendfhip reign between two Nations, it is eafie for
each to come ata particular Account of the State of
the other ; fo when two Nations are divided b
Wars or Jealoufies, *tis a difficult Matter for eacK
to know the other’s Condition ; and moft Accounts
of each other will at fuch a Time remain doubt-

ful.

There are at this Time the ftriGteft Alkiance and
theclofeft Friendthip fubfifting between the Dusch
and the feveral Hottentat Nations. Perhaps the
Reader will be pleas’d with fome Particulars,

The Lands, firft poffefs’d by the Dusch, they
bought of the Hostentots, call’d the Gunjemar. Nati-
on ; who were not, however, to quit their Dwel-
lings, but remain, if they pléas’d, and live promif-
cuoufly with the Dusch,whofe Eyes were only on the
large Tracts of Land the Gunjemans did not occupy.
The Dutch, having bought and paid for thofe
Lands, and had themina folemn Manner delivet’d
up to ‘em, as I have mention’d in a former Chap-
ter, began immediately to divide and till the

. Ground, and to build for Dwelling and Defence.
‘Whatever were the Notions of the Gunjemans, at
that Time, of Bargain and Sale, or whatever their
Jealoufies, they oppos’d thefe Proceedings of the
Duteb; and becaufe they would not defift, made
‘War upon ’em, calling in feveral neighbouring
Nations to their Afliftance. The Dutch defended
themfelves with a World of Gallantry; and Tf‘r'om

ime
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Time to Time joining Battle with the Enemy,
made fuch dreadful Slaughter of ’em, that the
Fields were cover’d with Carnage, and the Terror
of the Dutch Arms was fpread tnrough all the Na-
tions about the Cape. Thus fcar’d at the Victories
of the Dutch, and funk with the Lofs of fo much
Blood, the Gunjemans and their Confederates fued
for Peace, the Gunjemans declaring they were rea-
dy to confirm their old Bargain, as was the whole
Confederacy to enter into the moft folemn Engage-
ment to moleft the Dutch no farther. The Duisch,
who had loft fome Blood too, and fuffer’d ve
much in their Affairs by the War, Ineed not t;ﬁ
the Reader, were exceedingly rejoic’d at this News,
A Ceflation of Arms immediately follow’d; and
next, a folemn Convention of the Dutch and the
Chiefs of the Confederacy; when the Bargain of
the Guwjemans was not only confirm’d, but the
Lands of all their Confederates, unoccupied, were
folemnly given and affign’d over to the Duzch, with
this Saving to the whole Confedericy, that they
thould be at Liberty to live and fettle on what
Ground and in what Part of the Country they
pleas’d that thould not be found employ’d.

A Treaty of Alliance and Friendfhip, between
the Duich and the Nations that had engag’d in
the War, wasatthe fame Time fet on Foot and
concluded; whereby they mutually engag’d to af-
fit one another, offenfively and defenfively, a-
gainft all their Enemies. And into this came all
or moft of the Hozzentot Nafionsin the Neighbour-
hood of the Cape.

The Hottentots at that Time knowing Not:hingf
[
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of Writing,” and having never acquir’d any Facul-
ty at it fince, thefe Trreaties, which were then on-
ly made by Word of Mouth, fubfift ftill only in
the Breath of the Parties. But they are obferv’d,
notwithftanding , with the utmoft Faith and Exat-
nefs. ‘The Hottentots know Nothing of the Corrup-
tions and faithlefs Arts of Exrope. Their Word
is facred: And there is hardly any Thing upon
Earth they look upon as a fouler Crime than
Breach of Engagement. And, on the other Hand,
the Governours of the Cape, as they are conftant-
ly inftructed by their Principals, cultivate all poffi-
ble Amity with their Allies. Through which amia-
ble Simplicity and Probity of the Hostentots, and
good Conduét of the Dutch, this Treaty has been
obferv’d on both Sides, from the Time it was made
to this Day, without the leaft Infraction.

The Governour of the Cape is the Arbiter of all
Differences that arif¢ among thé Hostentots of a
publick Nature ; and by this Means often prevents
Bloodfhed and civil Confufions among them.

The Chiefs of the Nations often wait on His
Excellency, for the Renewal of Friendfhip, with
Prefents of Cattle. They are always entertain’d in
a very liberal and friendly Manner ; and their
Prefents are compenfated to 'em by others of To-~
bacco, Brandy, Coral , and fuch other Things
as are known to be acceptable to ’em. And fuch
Faith and Affection do thefe Hottentot Chiefs and
the. Majority of their People bear to the Duzch,
thatif they difcover but the leaft Defign of any of
their Countrymen againft the Intereft and Quiet
of the Settlement, they forthwith feize and dil;'lver

. em
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them upto the Governour, to be dealt with as his
Excellency fhall think fit.

‘The feveral Hostentot Nations may be confider’d
as fo many great Armies encamp’d, ready at a
Moment’s Warning to defend the Dusch againft
any Defcent of an Enemy upon their Territories
at the Cape. They fight with Lances and Bows
& Arrows; at which being very dexterous,and their
Lances and Arrows being poifon’d, they makea ve-
ry dangerous Enemy. Numbers of ’em are mix’d
from Time'toTime with the Garrifon at the Cape,
accoutred with their own Weapons ; and are there
form’d upon a Sort of Difcipline, in order to their
better aiding the Dusch upon Occafion 3 by their
Commerce and Intercourfe with whom, they are
now grown fo expert, that they would go near to
guard the Coaft againft any Enemy whatfoever.

On fuch good Terms as thefe the Dutch and the
Hottentots living with one another, the Reader will
eafily imagine the Freedom and Security with which
a Man, who has any Countenance from the former,
may vifit and fearch into the feveral Nations of the
latter, And fo much I thought neceffary to be pre-
mis’d before I enter’d into a particular Account of

em.

CHAP VL

A Detail of the feveral Nations of the
HOTTENTAQTS.

I. Of toe Gunjeman Nation. IL. The Kochaqua.
II. 75¢ Sufiaqua. 1V. Tbe Odiqua. V. Zhe Chi-
rigri-
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rigriqua.. V1. Tbe Greater and Leffer Namaqua-
VII. Tbe Attaqua. VIIL 7he Koopman. IX:

- ke Heflaqua. X. The Sonqua. XI. The Dun-
qua. XII The Damaqua. XIII. The Gauros
or Gauriqua. XIV. The Houteniqua. XV. The
Chamtouer. XVI. 7% Heykom. XVII Of
Terra du Natal, inbabited by the Caffres,

H E Details we have in Dapper, Ander-
ton, Father Tachart, and other Authors, of
the {everal Nations of the Hostentots, are made up,
for the moft Part, of Invention and Hear-fay; which
laft Article has prov’d as falfe upon the Matter as it
generally does upon any other. They are often out
in the Names of thofe Nations ; as often in the Dif-
tribution of ’em ; and give fuch blind Accounts of
fome, that a Man, who has vifited the Nations a-
bout the Cape, would hardly know whom they
meant. But, perhaps, I have remark’d enough, in
the preceeding Chapters, upon the Miftakes and
Inventions of Authors upon the Hostentots, and the
Vanity of Travellers who have pafs’d this Way.

I. To begin, in our Detail of the feveral Hoz-
tentot Nations, at the Cape, the firft is the Gunje-
man . Nation , who fold their Territories to the
Dutch, as I have already related. Thefe People fill
dwell promifcuoufly with the Dutch, but now hold
only a very fmall Part of their ancient Pofleffions.

II. Bordering on the Gunjemans , Northward, is
the Kochogua Nation, call’d ;by Dapper, Saldanba-
ters.  In this Territory is a great deal of fine Mea-
dow, which is held by fuch Europeans, as are par-
ticularly employ’d to fupply the Company’s Ship;

wit
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with Provifions ; but the Kochaguas ftill poflefs the
major Part of the Lands. In thefe Bounds are
likewife feveral fine Salt-Pits, whither the.neigh-
bouring Nations repair for that Cammodity. This
Part is not the Refidence of many Europeans, on
‘Account of its having no Springs. Here the Dutch
have always a Guard, as well for the Security of the
Salt Pits, as to keep a good Look-out towards the
Sca, and give Notice to the Cape (the Town or Ci-
ty {o call’d) when any Ship comes in View. The
Kochaguw's, as do the other Nations of the Hoz-
entots, remove with their Cots and Cattle, from
one Part to another of their Territories for the Con-
venience of Pafturage. When they fird the Grafs is
too old and rank, they burn it on the Ground and
depart, and return by the Time it comes up again,
which is very foon ; the Afhes of the Grafs excee-
dingly enriching the Soil, which rarely wants Re-
frethments of Rain. The Grafs grows very thick
and high ; and by this Pracice of burning it the
Country is fometimes feen in a Blaze for feveral
Miles about. In this the Hottentots are imitated by
the Europeans at the Cape, with this Difference on-

-ly, that the Europeans make Ditches round the
(grafs they would burn, to ftop the Courfe of the
Fire, whereas the Hostentots give themfelves no
fuch Trouble.

ITIL. Bordering on the Kockbaqua’s, Northward,
are the Sufiqua’s, or Saffiqua’s, at fome Diftance
from the Saldbana Bay, and not clofe to it, as Fa-
ther Zachart places ’em. They were a numerous
People, and had much Cattle, till they were plun-
der’d and difpers’d by the Dutch Free-Booters, who
robb’d anddid aWorld of Mifchief to feveral Hoz-

tenior
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Jentor Nations in the Infancy of the Settlement,
This Territory is now but thinly peopled. Few
are the Villages ; and few the Cattle. A great Part
of the Suflagua’s abandon’d their, Seats here the
fooner on Account of the Scarcity of Spring-Water,
of which there is little or none inall this Territory.
But I'am of Opinion, enough might be found, if
it was dug for.

The Country here is mounfainous ; but, not
withftanding, affords Plenty of Grafs, not only in
the Valleys, but on the Tops of the Hills, both
whichare deck’d with the gayeft Flowers, and per-
fum’d with the moft odoriferous Herbs. If a Wild
Beaft comes into this Territory, he ftays not long,
on Account of the Want of Water. ~

IV. Adjoining to the Suffagua’s, are the Odiqua’s
or Udiqua’s. Thefe two Nations have enter’d into a
perpetual Confederacy againit their Neighbours the
Chirigriqua’s, with whom they have had many long
and bloody Wars, If one Nation is affronted or
injur’d by the Chirigriqua’s, the other joins in the
Purfuit of Satisfattion or Revenge. They were
at War with the Chirigrigus’s in the Year 1706,
when I arriv’d at the Cape. A Dutch Officer
went at the Head ofa good Party of Soldiers to
mediate an Accommodation; and fo far reconcil’d
the three Nations that they have liv’d in Peace
with one another ever fince. But before the Treaty
was concluded, an European was fhot with a poi-
fon’d Arrow into the Mouth ; a Misfortune that
had certainly prov’d fatal to him, had not the Hoz-
sentots difcover’d the Method of Curing theWound.

But
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But this Mediation was attended witha worfe
Accident than that. The Dutch Officer, fent up-
on this Errand, arriving towards Night, with
his Party, on the Borders of the Chrigriguas, fet up
his Tents ; furrounded them with the Waggons
and Carriages in his Train, and planted Out-
Guardsin the proper Places, for a Defence againft
the Lions, Tigers, and other fierce and ravenous
Beafts, abounding in this Territory. In the Night
the Horfes neighing, fretting, and falling into
Diforder , and the Oxen beating their Horng
tumultuoufly againft the Waggons to which the
were faﬂ:cn’g, it was fufpeCted a Lion was at hangg
and the Out-Centries were call’d to, to be upon
their Guard. One of ’em not anfwering, a File
was fent out tofee what was the Matter; who co-
ming to the Poft, found the Mufquet without the
Man. It being not {o dark but they could fee pret-
ty clearly, they march’d forward toa neighbouring
Rack; in a Nich of which, and behind a large Frag-
ment of it, they difcover’d 2 monftrous Lion feaft-
ing on the Body of their Comrade. They alarm’d
the Tents ; from whence almoft every one ran out
and join’d the File , in order to refcue the Corpfe.
They endeavour’d to thoot the Beaft; but he was
fo clofely fenc’d in the Nich, that tho’ they made
to the Number of 300 Difcharges, they could nei-
ther touch nor rouze him. They then plied him
with Fire-balls; but neither could they touch nor
affright him with them. He gnaw’d his Prey, and
feafted on, with the greateft Security; feeming to
take no Manner of Notice of any of the Fire that
was beftow’d on him, The Attack was continued,
without any Effe&t, till Morning ; when the Par-
ty being join’d by a Troop of Hostentots, thefe

Augxilia-
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Auxiliaries fo plied the Enemy with their Haffagayes,
a Sort of fhort Lances they generally have about’ems
that they foon laid him dead. But by this Time,
the Corpfe had hardly any Flefh left on the
Bones. What remain’d of it was decently interr’d
in the Field of Battle, while the Hotzentots took off
the Lion’s Skin, and ftuffing it up with Hay, car-
ried itabout in Triumph, and in Token of their
Readinefs to encounter any Thing in the Defence
of their Friends and Allies.

V. The Nation of the Chirigriguas is next, run-
-ning along by the Bay of St. Hellens. They area
numerous People, remarkably ftrong of Body ; and
have the Vogue, aboveall the other Hottentot Nati-
ons, for Strength and Dexterity in Throwing the
Haffagaye. The Soil is much better than what is
found among the two laft mention’d Nations. It is
famous for the fine River which runs through the
Middle of it, and is call’d ¢the Elephant-River, be-
caufe Elepbants, delighted with the Stream, are
found in great Numbers near the Banksof it. This
Territory is full of Mountains, cover’d, like moft o-
thersin :hye Hoiteniot Countries,with delicate Meadow
atTop. The Soil is very generous in the Valleys,
which are gayly adorn’d with various Sorts of Flow-
ers of uncommon Beauty and Fragrancy. Butthe
Valleys abound with Snakes ; among which isa
horned Sort, call’d Cerafius 5 and Pebbles are
ilbund, here and there, of various Shapes and Co-

ours,

In this Territox;y is 2 large Wood, confifting
of feveral Sorts of very thick and tall Trees;
which how to name 1 kngw not, for they reﬁ:g;-
. i q e
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ble none I have feen or heard of but in thefe
Countries. Nor canI give any Account of the Fruit
‘they bear. There was none upon ’em when I faw
em. This Wood is inhabited by Lions, Tigers,
Leopards, Wolves, and various other wild and ra-
venous Beafts ; which makesit dangerous to pafs
through it. It is divided by feveral Roads ; the
T'rees on both Sides of which, ftand fo thick, and
the Branches meet and mingle athwart fo clofely,
that the Ways are gloomy in the brighteft Day,
and in fome %laces fo dark that you would think
you were travelling in a Cavern.

The Natives of thisTerritory, having fuffer’d ex-
tremely by the Free Booters, who had us’d to ra-
vith away thei- Lives and their Cattle in a very
barbarous Manner, they with’d and fought the De-
flruction of every European they faw, till a regular
Commerce was eftablifh’d with em. Before they
were acquainted with an honeft One, a Party of
Dutch, who had come to trade, pafling through
the Wood here, were furpris’d by an Ambufcade
of Hottentots; who falling on with their Lances from
the Bufhes, among which they were fo fenc’d that
there wasno Touching them with Fire-Arms, the
Dutch fled in Confufion, not without feveral Wounds
and one Man {lain, to gain the open Field; where
being arriv’d, they fac’d about, and drew up in Or-
der; and upon the Coming up of the Hottentots,
made fuch a Slaughter of ’em, that ;the En¢my
quickly difappear’d, and was feen no more. '

VI. We come now to the two Nations, call’d the
Greater and Lefler Namaqua. The Leffer lies «la]n
the
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the Coaft ; the Greater is the next Nation Eaft
ward. Thefe two Nations, though bearing the fame
Name, differ in their Form of Government and
Manner of Living. Both are extremely refpected
by the other Hotentot Nations, on Account of their
.Strength, Valour and Difcretion. ‘They are able, on
Occafion, to take the Field with 20,000 fightin
Men. - They are a People very able of Body, an%
of the beft Senfe of all the Ho#tentot Nations I faw.
They fpeak little. Their Anfwers are fhort ; and
they never return ’em without, taking Time to deli-
berate. Their Women are very gay andartful.

The Territaries of both are full of Mountains,
which are bare of Grafs, the Soil being ftony and
fandy. Nor is the Soil in the Valleys any of the
beft. There is but little Wood, and but one Spring
in all the Extent of Country belonging to the
Namaguas. The Elephant-River, which runs through
it, principally fupplies the Inhabitants withWater.

Numbers of Wild Beafts are found in this Part,
with a Sort of Spotted Deer, the like not to be
met with in any ather Countries about the Cape.
They are not {o large as the Deer of Europe, but
exceed gly fwift. Their Spots are white and yellow.
They are never feen alone, but keep by Hundreds,
fometimes they are above a Thoufand, together.
The Venifon is generally very fat and delicate 3
but taftes Nothing like our own.

Near the Sprirg I have mention’d, in thefe Ter-
ritories, ftandsa Rock, fcoop’d and fathion’d into
a kind of Fortrefs, and call’d Mire’s Caftle; deri-
ving its Name, according to the Tradition of the

E2 Hotrer-
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Hottentots, from one Miro, a Captain of the Nama-

uas , who thus hollow’d and fathion’d it for his

iverfion. But I can hardly believe, thata Hoztentot
could fubdue his Supinity to the undertaking and
finithing of fuch a Work. *Tis the moft curious
one in all the Hottentot Nations. There is a great
deal of Art and Labour in it particularly two
Lodgments , well contriv’d, and capable of re-
ceiving a confiderable Number of Men.

If I have not refcued the Characters of the Hot-
tentot s already from the Brutith Stupidity to which
it has been faften’d down by all the Authors who
have written upon ’em, whatlI have farther to fay

of the Namaquas, will, I conceive, be allow’d to do
it effetually.

Thefe People had been exafperated againft the
Europeans, equally with the Chirigriquas , by the
Rapine and Cruelty of the Free Booters, whena
Party of Dutch, among whom was the before men-
tion’d Claas, came firlt into their Territories to
trade fairly for Cattle. The Namaguas, taking
them for Free Booters, ftood not to hear whag
they had to fay by Claas, but ran immediately to
therr Arms; and affembling in great Numbers,
came up and attack’d ’em furioufly with their Ar.
rows and Lances. The Dusch, finding they could
not bring the Namaguas to a Parley, to affure’em
they came as Friends and not as Enemies, refolv’d
to give ’em fome Proofs of their Courage ; and
accordingly ftood a Battle, and maintain’d it for
three Days fucceffively in the cpen Field, the Ene-
my in all that Time not once quitting it. At
Length the Namaquas, defpairing of theVictory by

open
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open Force, had Recourfe to Stratagem. Behind
them lay a Sort of Defile, of a confiderable Length,
between 2 Number of Rocks. Taking a proper
Opportunity, when the Dutch were pretty warm,
they retreated, but, like the Parthians, ftill fight-
ing, into this Defile. The Dutch, not dreaming of
the Snare, purfued them ; and had flung them-
felves half Way through the Defile, clofe at the
Enemy’s Heels, when the Namaquas on a fudden
clamber’d up to the Tops of the Rockson both
Sides as nimbly as Cats; and from thence gal’d the
Dutch with fuch a Shower of Arrows, Lances and
Stones, that they ran for their Lives, but with fuch
bruis’d and bloody Heads, that they were no lon~
ger in a Condition to look the Enemy in the Face,
and fo fled the neareft way out of their Territories.

In the Year 1708, the two Nations having re-
ceiv’d Intelligence of the Arrival of a new Gover-
nour, M. wan Affenbourg, atthe Cape, appointed a
Deputation, confifting of fome of their Leaders
and Principal Men, to wait on His Excellency
with their Complements and a noble Prefent of
Cattle: And to crave from his Excellency the Pro-
tection they had enjoy’d from his Predeceffors 2
And to affure His Excellency of their fincere In-
tentions to obferve exaétly the Treaty of Alliance;
and of their Readinefs to ferve and aoblige His Ex-
cellency at all Times.

The Deputies accordingly waited on His Fxcel-
lency, and difcharg’d their Commiffion with fuch
Ability and Difcretion, as furpris’d His Excellency
and every one prefent, and reflefted a great deal of
Honour on the twoNations. Theywere entertain’d for

' E 3 fome
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fome Days at the Cape very liberally at the Com-
pany’s Expence; and underftanding that the Go-
vernour had affign’d the Prefent of Cattle they had
brought, to the LCompany’s Ufe, and would not
touch a Head for himfelf, tho’ it had been (as theg
knew ) the Practice of his Predeceflors, on fuc
Occafions, to fwallow the Whole, they took Oc-
cafion frequently to applaud his Integrity, Difin-
tereftednefs and Generofity; and, in their Audi-
ence of Leave, complemented His Excellency on the
fame ; telling him to this Effect, thatthey were re-
turning Home with the beft Impreflions of the
Greatnefs and Goodnefs of His Excellency’s Minds
and that they would not fail to give the fame Im-
preflions of His Excellency toall their Countrymen,
who would be exceedingly rejoic’d to hear that the
Government was in the Hands of fo worthy a Per-
fon ;5 from whofe Vertues they might promife
them{elves all the Peace and Security their Hearts
could wifh. Then, withing His Excellency all
Health and Profperity, they withdrew, and were
met by the Governour’s Servants with His Excel-
lency’s Prefents to Themfelves and the Two Nati-
ons, of Tobacco, Brandy, Coral &c with which
they return’d home extremely fatisfied,

Thefe Things, which were aCtually perform’d
in the Manner I have here related, are by no Means
of a Piece with the Stupidity and Ignorance that
enter into the prevailing Character of the Hotten-
#0ls.

Father Tachart {ays, the Country is Defert and
uninhabited, from the Namagua’s to the 18th De-
grees wherey fays he, begin the Hostentots of drﬁola.

cre
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Here the Father has committed Two Miftakes *
For neither is the Country between the Namaqua$
and Angola uninhabited 3 nor are the People of .3~
gola of the Race of the Hostentots. 'To the Nama-
quas 5 on the North, joins the Nation of the 4tta-
guas 3 and, if Tam not very mich miftaken, to
them joins, Northward, the Chorogaugua’s 5 both
of them great Nations, and poflefling a vaft Ex-
tent of Country.” And there may be feveral others
between them and Axgola. There are, indeed, here
and there, Northward of the Namaguas, vaft De-
ferts that are abandon’d on Account of the Barren-
nefs of the Soil and the Want of Water. For
Angola, itis a Country inhabited wholly by Ne-
groes, a People very different from the Hostentots :
And from this, as from other Negro-Countries,
the Plantations in #meica are fupplied with Slaves,
as the Trading World very well knows.

VIL. The Attaguas are pofief©’d of but a very
indifferent Soil, and but ilE provided with Water.
For which Reafon they live in little Troops at a
confiderable Diftance from one another, in Parts
the moft commodious. *Tis owing to this too, they
are not overftock’d with Cattle, having, for the
moft Part, only juft fo much as, with the Game
they catch, isneceflary to fuftain *em. They are,
however, as brave, contented and lively as if they
enjoy’d the motft flourithing Country. They live in
great Tranquility, and are feldom at War with
their Neighbours. When they are in Danger of
an Enemy, their Method of affembling their For-
ces is this; They haften, like the Swizz, to th¢Tops
of their higheft Mountains 3 where they make
Fircs that ihall caft a great Smoak by Day, and a

’ E 4 cleas
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clear Flame by Night. Upon this Signal, every
one, who is able to ferve, haftens with his beft Arms
to one conftant Place of Rendezvous; and there is
immediately affembled a very numerous Army.

‘Being got, in my Detail, fo far to the Northward,
1 thall now return to the Cape, and trace the feve-
ral Hostentot Nations that lie to the South of it.

VIIT. Next to the Gunjemans, Southward,is the
Nation of the Koopmans, fo call’d from Koopman,
a Captain of that Nation. This was he who robb’d
Claas of his Wife, and afterwards murder’d him,
as has been related. This Territory is of great Ex-
tent Eaftward ; but does notextend it felf far upon
the Coaft. A great many Ewropeans are fettled
here, and flourifh in the Poffeflion of large and
rich Traéts of Land; to which they are continually
adding others, which the Kosopmans do not employ.
*Tis a very fruitful Part, well water’d, and
abounding with Wood of feveral Sorts, and for fe-
veral Ufes; of which the Governour, 7an der Stel,
made 4 fine Perquifite.

Through this Territory, runs, winding it felf
through the Valleys, into the Sea, a rapid River,
call’d Palamit, deriving its Source from the Drac-
kenfiein Mountains on the Frontiers, and receivin
feveral Rivulets qn both Sides of it; one of which,
a pretty large Stream, is call’d the Black River,
In the Palamit is feldom found any other than fmall
Fry, fuch as Eels, Smelts and the like. When
large Fifhes appear in it the Inhabitants are fo dex
terous at Catching ’em, that they feldom efcape

*em.
In
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In this Territory is a Hot Bath; and in a Val-
ley cali’d Sutbenball, and here and there in other
Parts, are feveral fine Salt Pits.

IX Bordering on the Gunjeman Nation likewife
lies that of the E]eﬂkqaas, call’d by Father Tacbhart,
the Gafflaguas. He is miftaken in the Situation
of the Territory, as well as in the Name of the Peo-
ple; for hefays, they extend their Dwellings to the
Sea-Side ; whereas they neither dwell near the Sea-
Side, nor have a Foot of Land near it. He is right
where he fays, they are rich and numerous, but
the leaft expert in the Art of War,

The Heffaquas are, perhaps, richer than any
other Hottentot Nation; that is, have more and
better Cattle; for Wealth among the Hostentots
isfeen inno other kind. The Paftures here are,
all of ’em, cover’d with Droves of Oxen and
Flocks of Sheep. Their Backeleys, as they call *em,
or Oxen for Carriage, exceed af'l others 1n Strength
and Beauty. In Confequence of the Wealth and
Numbers of this People, they traffick, perbaps,
more with the Exropeans than any of their Neigh-
bours, for Brandy, Tobacco,Coral and otherThings;
and confequently are more luxurious and effeminate,
and lefs fit to encounter the Dangers and Fatigues
of War. They therefore cultivate with their
Neighbours all the Arts of Peace and Friendfhip
they can; and do all they can atall Times to
avoid a Rupture with any One. Yet will they
not fuffer themfelves to be trampled upon down-
right. When they are invaded by {fome of their rava-
ging Neighbours for the Sake of theirCattle,which
they often lofe by their Inroads upon ‘em, the

cppofe
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oppofe Force to Force, and behave not ill. But
they never purfue their Enemies beyond their own,
Frontiers. And this Love of Home expofes them
to more frequent Infults. 'When they cannot eafi-
ly repel the Enemy, they apply for Protection to
the Governour of the Cape, who ftepsin between,
and brings the Enemy to Reafon.

It happen’d in my Time at the Cape , Anno
1707, that fome Deputies of the Heffagyas waited
on the Governour with 2 Prefent of Oxen. His
Excellency return’d the Favour by a Prefent of
Tobacco, Arrack and Coral 5 which the Deputies
having receiv’d, they fate down with 2 Party of
Gun{'emam to tafte the Arrack. The Bottle went
briskly about, and the Company was very merry.
But at Length(whether it was, the Gunjemans would
have had more Liquor, and the Heffoquas grew
ftingy, I know not: I could never learn the Mat-
ter) the Gunjemans infulted the Heffaguas , as they
were packing up to be gone; and immediately the
two Parties went together by the Lars. The Field
- of Battle was near the Fort. Some went to Han-
dy Cuds; fome fought with Sticks, and fome with
Stones 5 and both Sides engag’d with a great deal
of Noife and Fury. ‘The Town was alarm’d ; and
People ran in Numbersto behold this Encounter 3
but they were forcd to ftand at a Diftance, for
the Warriors threw the Stones at one another with
fo much Fury as made it dangerous to come near
*em. At Length, the Fifral, with feveral others,
“ventur’d m - Buc kis Prefence, thongh an Officer
extremely refpeQed by the Hostentots, avail’d no-
thing. They continued fighting and clamouring,
utterly regardles of his Perfon; He was {E‘v.eral
uncs
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Times in Danger from the Sticks fand Stones; and
was forc’d atlaft to retire, reinfeifa, to fecure 2
whole Skin.

The Governour being inform’d of this Fray,
and of what the Fifzal had done ineffettually to quell
it, order’d alarge Piece of Artillery to be brought
out and planted againft them, and charg’d in their
Sight, in hopes that the: Appearance of this dread-
ful Machine, with Powder and Ball, would ftrike
fuch a Terror into the Combatants as would part
’em atonce. But neither the Sight of the Cannon
nor the Ammunition madeany Impreflion on’em.
‘The Battle continued in all its Fury. His Excel-
lency, feeing this would not do, order’d the Cannon
to be difcharg’d over their Heads; and this had the
defir'd Effect : For they no fooner heard the thun-
dering Report, and the terribly rattling Echo be-
tween the Mountains, than they parted, and retir’d
at once,without aWord, to their refpective Homes.

The Kraals, asthey call *em, or Villages, of the
Haflaguas are larger, more in Number, and better
copled, than thofe of any other Hostentot Nation,
he Territory abounds with Game, and furnithes
more of every Thing that is produc’d in that Part
of the World for ‘Accomodation or Pleafure than
any other about the Cape.

*Tis a common Pradtice of the Hefaguas ,
when they have their Fortunes to make, to enter
into the Service of the Exropeans, and employ the
'Wages they get in the Purchafe of Cattle; with
which at length they return home and fet up for
Themfelves,

X' BOI‘-
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X. Bordering on the Koopmans, Eaftward, lie
the Songuas, a lively, daring People, very dexte-
rous in the Management of their Arms. And this
martial Genius and Proficiency they owe to their
Country,which is mountainous, rocky, and the poo-
reft in all the Region about the Cape, yielding but
a very little for the Suftenance of Man or Beatt.
‘The Songuas therefore, for a Livelihood, take up,
for the moft Part, the Military Profeflion, and are
Mercenaries to the other Hottentot Nations in their
Wars, ferving barely for Food from Day to Day.
This Poverty of their Country brings them like-
wife to be dexterous at the Chace, They purfue
all the Game they difcover, and ’tis rarely it ef-
capes’em. And this is one great Reafon why fo
little is feen among *em.

The Reader will juftly imagine from what I have
faid of this People, that they are not very nume-
rous. A few little Kmals,orViflages, contain’em all,
And Cattle, both great apd-fmall, is fo fcarce and
valuable among ’em, thatthéy killnone, when any
other Meat is by any Means to be had, but upon
certain folemn and indifpenfible Occafions, to bs
mention’d hereafter. But Roots, Plants, and Herbs
for Food are here and there found in Plenty among
*em. Setting afide which, the Territory produces
little befides Wood which ferves for Firing te keep
off Wild Beafts from the Kraals.

The Songuas often engage with the Bees, to get
the Honey they have laid up in hollow Trees:
And at this Work they are cried up at the Cape as
very dexterous. But they care not for Heney
themfelves. They are put upon this Employmegxt

7
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by the Demands for it among the Exropeans, with
whom they exchange it for Knives and other Im-

lements of Iron and Brafs, and for Brandy, To-

acco and Pipes. They put and difpofe of it in
rough leathern Sacks, and truck a Sackful for a
very Trifle. This Honey, mix’d with Water,
makes a very delicate and a very refrefhing Beve-.
rage ; and tKis isthe Ufe the Europeans make of
it. :

XI. Next the Songuas, dwell the People, call’d
the Dunguas; who poflefs a very fine and a very
fruitful Country, not fo mountainous and uneven
as moft others about the Cape. It is well water’d,
feveral fine Rivulets pafling through it into the
Palamit River. The Hills as well as the Plains
are cover’d with Plenty of Grafs, Herbsand Flow-
ers. And Cattle and Gameabound in all the Parts
of this Territory.

XII. Next lies the Nation of the Damaguas, in-
habiting a Tra& of Land as fine and as fruitful as
the Country of the Dunguas, and much fmoother.
This Territory produces Water Melons and 'Wild
Hemp, and abounds with Cattle and Game, The
only Incommodity here is the Scarcity of Wood,
the Inhabitants being hard put to it for Fuel to
drefs their Victuals, unlefs they burn a Sort of
Mofs they have, which is very troublefome and of-
fenfive when fet on Fire. '

In this Territory are feveral Salt-Pits; but bes
ing a great Way from any Settlement of the Euro-
peans, no manner of Ufe is made of ’em, for the
Hottentots eat no Salt, - h

e
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The Palamit River runs through this Terriiory,
but with fo many Turnings and Windings here,
that, there being no fuchThing as a Bridge upon it,
*tis'very incommodious to Travellers; who either
IF‘& g: in {fmall Boats or Canoes, or on Floats of

imber.

The Damaguas arc great Lovers of the Fleth of
fuch Wild Beafts as are fit for Food. They are
therefore often in the Chace, and are plentifully
provided with Furs for their Apparel.

XIII. Next to the Damaguas, lie the Gauros or
Gauriguas 5 beyond whom, fays Father Tachart,
the Country is inhabited by the Hottentots of Mono-
motapa. In the firlt Place, no Hoitentots are to be
found in Mopomotaps. In the next Place, feveral
other Hottentot Nations, not yet look’d into, extend
them{elves along the Coaft, from the Ganros as far
as Terra de Natal; the Beginning, on that Side,
of Monomotapa, and inhabited by the Caffres.

The Gauros are a numerous People in a very
fmall Territory. But the Soil is every where fa
rich aud fruitful, and every where fo well provided
with Wood and Water, that every one lives in
Fafeand Plenty. The Paftures are cover'd with
all Sorts of Cattle; and the Territory fwarms with
‘Wild Beafts of every kind more than any other
about the Cape. In this laft Article the Inhabitants

lory not a little, fince it calls for the frequent
%.xercife of their Courage and Dexterity, which
they are fond of fhewing ; moft of ‘em wearing
Tiger- Wild Cat- and other Skins of ravenous A-
nimals, in Token of their Valour and Atchieve-
ments. X1V,
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XIV. North Eaft of the Gauros, on the Caaft,
lie the Houteniguas; in whofe Territory are feveral
Woods, confifting of very ftately Frees. Between
the Woods lies Abuhdance of lovely Meadow, en-
rich’d with wholefome Herbs, and adorn’d witha
wonderful Variety of Flowers, all charmingly fra-
grant and beautiful.

* A Party of Europeans were once decoy’d by the
Hottentots into one of the Woods of this Territory,
and put to a thoufand Diftrefles before they could
get out again:

XV. On the Houteniquas border the Chamtouerss
who are poflefs’d of a fine flat Country, well grafs’d
and water’d, and fhewing feveral little Woods,
confifting of the fineft and talleft Trees in all the
Territories of the Hottentots. Game, with all Sorts
of wild and ravenous Beafts, abounds in this Ter-
ritory; which is divided by feveral large Streams,
enrich’d with feveral Kinds of wholefome and very
delicate River-Fifh, and fometimes with Sea-Fifh,
The Sea-Cow, particularly, often appears in thefe
Channels.

I have been credibly inform’d, that a Party of
Europeans found feveral Cherry- and Apricock-
Trees , laden with Fruit , in the Woods and
Thickets of this Territory. And ’tis farther re-
markable, if I am rightly inform’d, that, though
they travers’d the faid Woods thro® and thro’,
they could difcover in ’em neither Elephant nor
Buffalo, tho’the Woods in every other Hottentot
Country abound with thefe Creatures. The In-
habitants; perhaps, kill ’em or chafe ’em out of
the Territory as faft as they appear. Here
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Here likewife a Party of Dutchmen, who were
come to trade, wasdecoy’d by the Natives into 2
Wood, and there fo fuddenly and furioufly affail’d
with Haffagayes and envenom’d Arrows, from a
Multitude that furrounded them, that it wasa Ha-
zard but they had beenall flain before they could
have levell’d one Fire-Arm. By Good ¥ortune,
they form’d and difcharg’d before they had
receiv’d much Harm ; and by that Difcharge ,
breaking the Fury of the Enemy, they foon after
put ’em to Flight. The next Day the Natives
came to a good Underftanding with ’em, and let
them have as much Cattleas they wanted, in Ex-
change for European Commodities.

Thefe Dutchmen reported, that the Captain of
the Cbamtouers , who, it feems, fpoke a broken
Dutch, among other Things he faid to ’em on this
Occafion, deiiver’d himfelf to the Effet following:
¢« 'We have ever been of Opinion till now, that
¢ we were fuperiour in Arms to every other Nation.
¢ But the Dutch have vanquith’d us; and we fub-
¢¢ mit to ’em as our Mafters.

XVI. Bordering on the Chamsouers, North-Eaft-
ward, lies the Nation of the Heykoms, poflefs’d of
a very mountainous Country , unprovided with
freth Water; and only fertile in the Vallies. Yet
they are pretty well ftock’d with Cattle, ever
Sort thriving upon the brackith Water of the Ri-
vers and the Reeds on the Banks. They abound
with Game and Wild Beafts of every kind feen
about the Cape. But the Want of frefh Water

uts the People to a great many hard Shifts and

nconveniences. A
n
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An Officer of the Garrifon arriving here with
Prefents, and an Invitation to the People to
enter into theTreaty of Alliance between the Dusch
and other Hottentot Nations, into which they ace
cordingly came, they defired and obtain’d of him
4 Drum, and an Iron Pot and Pan they faw in his
Equipage. Of thefe Things they were infinitely
fond, particularly of the Drum, and prided them-
felves extremely in the Pofleflion of ’em. At
Length a Party of Europeans, who us’d tp deceive
and rob the Hottentots, under the Pretenée of Co-
ming upon fairTrade, arriving here under the fame
Colour, robb’d the Heykoms of a great deal of Cat-
tle, and, with them, of all their Glory, the Drum
the Pot and the Pan; anInjuftice and a Lofs which
to this Day they hold fo much at Heart, that an
European, who vifits them, is fure o hear of the
‘Treachery of that Party, and to have a Lamen-
tation for the Lofs of the Drum the Pot and the
Pan; but this only from the meaner Sort.

XVII. We are now come as far as Terra de Na-
#al, inhabited by the Caffres; who, according to
all the Accounts I have met with of ’em, are fo
far from bearing any Affinity or Refemblance with
the Hottentots, that they are a quite different Sort
of People. Captain Gerbrantz wan der Schelling,
whom I have mention’d in the Story of Cizas,
was a Man of Intelligence and Veracity. He of-
ten touch’d at Terra i Nataly and from him I had
the following Account of the Inhabitants. They
do not anoint or greafe their Bodies. They have
Nothing of the Hottentot Stammering, or Cl.thing
of the T'ongue in Speaking. They dwell in Square
plafter’d Houfes, a Sort of Building not feen a-

F mong
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mong the Hottentots. They wear Croffes, hanging
by a String about the Neck; an Ornament that
has no Place in the Hottentot Countries. They
manure their Liand after a Manner quite different
from that of the Hottentots. They fow a Sort of
Turki/b Corn, and brew with it; which the Horten-
tots never do.

The Caffres traffick with the Rovers of the
Red Sea; who bring ’em Manufactures of Silk for
Elephants Teeth. Thefe Manufatures the Caffres
exchange, as Ships from Exrope touch at dz Na-
tal, for European Commodities ; often for Tar,
Anchors and Cordage; which they exchange again
with the Rovers of the Red Sea. The Silk they
put not off to the Exropeans, they difpofe of to the
Monomotapas. The Portugueze of Mozambique tradg
not a little with *em.

The Captain above mention’d met with an
Englithman at Terra de Natal , who had deferted
his Ship and fettled among the Caffres. He had
Two Caffre Wives, and{everal Children by ’em ;
was drefs’d like a Caffre, and liv’d like one.

He fhew’d the Captain feveral Piles of Elephants
Teeth, and feveral Rooms full of Silken Manufac-
tures; and purpos’d to take the Opportunity to
embark with thofe Commodities for the Cape, and
abandon his Settlement and Wives and Children
forever. The King of the Country (fuch Sove-
raignty is not known among the Hoztentots) having
Notice of his Defign, fent for him, and rounded
him in the Ear on his purpos’d Treachery and In-
gratitude to a People who had receiv’d and cherig’d

im
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him after {5 generous a Manner; reprefented the mi-
ferable Condition of his Family if he abandon’d it,
for that he (the King) would take no Care of it,
and he believ’d No body elfe would 5 and, in Con-
clufion, admonifh’d him {o warmly on the Affecti-
on and Tendernefs he ow’d to his Wives and Chil-
dren , and on the Cruelty of deferting them, that
the Fellow’s Heart melted. - He was not Proof
againft the Eloquence of this Royal Caffre, He
fell at the King’s Feet ; begg’d Pardon, and gave
up his Defign.  This he related himfelf to the Cap-
tain ; one- of whofe Men he afterwards prevail’d
upon to defert the Ship, and fettle, with him, a-
mong the \Caffres.

I have finifh’d my Detail of the Hotzentot Nations.
Itis longer in itfelf, butI can purfueit no farther.
Thefe are all that were known at the Cape in my
Time there ; and it cannot be fuppos’d there are a
great many more. 'The Majority of thefe I vifi-
ted my felf, and had Accounts of the Reft from a
great many Perfons of Credit; fome of ’em Burgh-
ers at the Cape, who had made the Tour of feve-
ral Hottentot Nations for their Diverfion; and fome.
of them the Company’s Servants, who had pierc’d
the Country feveral Ways by Command.

CHAP VI
Of the Hottentot Form of Government.

L. Of the Chiefs of the Hottentot Nations. I, Of
the Captains of the Kraals, or Villages. IlI. Of
the Pbyficians. IV. Of ihe Priefts. V. Og @

F2 ort
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Sort of Hottentot-Banditti that infeft the feveral
Nations.

I Very Hottentot Nation has a Chief, by
them call’d Konquer; whofe Office is to

command the Army, condu& the Negotiations
of Peace, and prefide in the Councils. And with-
out his Confent they make neither Peace nor War.
He was anciently diftinguifh’d only by the fuperiour
Beauty and Magnificence of his Apparel, which is
chofen him out of the fineft Tiger- and Wild Cat
Skins thatcan be got. But foon after the Eftablith-
ment of the Dutch at the Cape, he began to be di-
ftinguith’d by a Brafs Crown, which he wears at the
Head cf the Army,and in Council, and on every fo-
lemn Occafion. The Dutck made a Prefent of this
Ornament to the Chiefs of every Nation in Alliance
with ’em. His Office is hereditary, but far enough
from Regal. 'When War, Negotiations of Peace,
or fome Grand Council for the Reformation or
Improvement of Civil Matters, do not require him,
he has nothing to do but to govern his own Krzal,
or Village where he refides, In Council , which
confifts of the Captains of the feveral Kraals,
he fits in the Middle, the Captains planting them-
felves in a Circle round about him. He has No-
thing allow’d him by the Publick for the Reward
of his Labours or the Support of his Dignity : But
his Perfonisalwaysheld in great Reverence. Tho’
his office is hereditary, he is not admitted to it,
without firft folemnly engaging in a national Af-
fembly, that he will not attempt the Subverfion of
the old Form of Government, nor any Thing a-
gainft the Prerogratives of the Captains of the
Kradls, or the common Rights and Privileges }:)f
the
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the People. This done, he is inftall’d with great
Pomp and Solemnity. On this Occafion he is o-
blig’d to feaft the ga tains of the Kraals with a
fat Ox, and a Couple of Sheep. The Captains®
Wives attend at the Solemnity , but fit not down
with their Husbands to this Entertainment, nor
touch a Bitof folid Vituals s for the Whole being
boil'd,, the Meatisferv’d up to the Men, and the
Broth is fent to the Women, who muft be content
with that only. The next Day, or at {fome other
convenient Time, the Spoufe of the Chief, if he has
one, makes a Feaft for the Women. A fat Ox,
and a Couple of Sheep are kill'd for them too.
The Men attend, and have their Jeft turn’d
upon themfelves; that is, they muft be content
&ith the Broth, while the Women devour all the
eat.

II. The Captain of a Kraal , or Village, looks
to the Prefervation of the Peace and the Adminiftra-
tion of Juftice in his Jurisdittion; and in Time of
‘War, has the Command, under the Chief of his
Nation, of the Troops furnith’d out by his Kraal,
His Officejs hereditary: But he cannot executeit
till he has folemnly engag’d before the People, not
to alter or deviate from the ancient Laws and Cuf+
toms of the Kraal. Andat his Inftalment he feafts
the Men in his Jurifdiction with a fat Oxand a Cou-
ple of fat Sheep 3 and his Wife the Women with
thefame Viands, At which Entertainments both
Sexes pafs the Jeft of the Broth, related above, very
merrjly upon one another.

The Captain of a Kraal hears and decides all
Difputes of Right and Property between the Inha-
F 3, bitants,
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bitants, and tries and punithes for Murder, Theft,
Adultery, and other Crimes committed within his
Jurifdiction, affifted by all the Men of the Kraal;
trom whofe Decifion or Sentence in fuch Matters
there liesno Appeal. But State-Criminals are tried by
a Chief, aflifted by all the Captains of Villages.

Thefe Kraal- or Village Captains were anciently
diftinguifh’d only by their Mantles, which are very
fine Skins of Tigers or Wild Cats. But the Duick
long ago gave to every one of ’em, of all the
Nations in Alliance, a Cane with a Brafs Head;
which has fince defcended along with the Office,
and is look’d upon as an unalienable Badge of it.
But thefe Captains, like the Chiefs of Nations, have
no Revenue from the Publick, nor any Perquifite
in the Executions of their Offices.

The Captains or Governours of Kraals are the
Nobility of the Hottentots 3 and by them, conjunc-
tively, each Nation is govern’d. They aflemble
for tf":e Difpatch of Publick Bufinefs at the Refi-
dence of the Chief; who, as I have already hinted,
prefides in their Affemblies. The Refolutions
of thofe Affemblies are made by a Majority of Voi-
ces, which are collected by the Chief,

Notwithftanding the Authority of thefe Gover-
nours of Kraals, Diforders are often happening
which they are not able to quell. The People
will go to {oggerheads andfight it out in Spite of
them. ‘This they know 3 and therefore have their
Cue on fuch Occafions for the Saving their Autho-
rity from a publick Affront. They will lie fill,
tho’ in the Sight and Hearing of all that pafies, qlz
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If they neither faw nor heard any Thing of the
Matter ;5 unlefs it comes to a Murder or a Gene-
ral Commotion, for then they will interpofe, and
exert their Authority. And the People have ge-
nerally fo much Remorfe when their Strifes iffue
in fuch a Cataftrophe or general Confufion, that
at thofe Times, the Captain of the Krsal no fooner
appears than they return to their Duty.

*Tis a Complement, and a Token of Duty and
Affettion, often paid to the Captain of a Kraal,
that when any of the Inhabitants have agreed to
go a hunting together, the Party attends him, to
know if he will pleafe to hanour them with his
Company and partake of the Diverfion. He re-
turns the Complement by applauding their Cou-
rage and Acivity ; commends em for their Inten-
tion to fave ther Cattle by living upon the Chace ;
and fometimes goes along with ’em.

III. In every Kraal there is a Phyfician, in the
large ones there are two, who are well skill’d in
the Botany, Surgery, and Medicine of the- Hotten-
tots, and are chofen out of the Sages of each Kraal,
and appointed to watch over the Health of the In-
habitants. This they perform without Fee or Re-
ward. The Honour of the Employment is judg’d
a Recompence for zll the Trouble of it. But the
Candidates for it muft be no Youngfters. ‘They
have great Skill in the Vertues of their Herbs;
and cup, and handle a Lancet well. And fuch a
Dependance the Hostentots have upon the Abilities
of thefe Doctors, that none of ’em fcruple at any
Time to put themfelves into their Hands. In
every Cafe their Medicines are taken and their

F 4 QOpe-
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Operations undergone very readily. And, indeed,
their Practice is attended with furprifing Succefs.
But they arenot every Day call’d to it; nor lies
it fo much in Medicine as in Manual Operation,
For, as I have already obferv’d, the Hottentots are a
ftout hearty People, rarely troubled with Diftem-
pers. The Dottors fuffer none to fee ’em gather
and prepare their Remedies. All theirSalves and
Ointments, Powders and Poultices,they pretend are
Nofirums 5 and keep the Preparations very fecret.
And if a Patient dies under their Hands, they al
ways affert, that their Remedies had been render’d
i{:eﬁ'ﬁ(:l&ual by Witchcraft ; and they are always be-
iev’d,

There are feveral Old Women in every Kradl,
who pretend to great Skill in the Vertues of Roots
and f—lerbs , and thruft themfelves in upon any
Neighbour that is out of Order, to give ’em Advice.
Thefe are mortally hated by the Doétors; and, like
the prefcribing Old Women in Eyrope, are hadin
Efteem by none but Old Women,

IV, Next to the Phyficlan, comes the Prieft,
or the Mafter of the Religious Ceremonies; for the
Phyfician has the Precedency at the Cape. He is
call’d Su7i, i.e. Mafter. His Office, which, like that
of the Phyfician, is eletive, is not to read Prayers,
or inftru¢t the People in Religious Matters. The
Hottentots have no fuch Inftitutions among them.
He prefides at their Offerings, and has the Ordering
and Conducting of all Ceremonies of Worthip. He
performs theMarriage-and the Funeral-Ceremonies.
He is the Operator in the Cuftom of depriving the
young Males of ong ’i‘eﬁ'iclc. At this He has a

great
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great deal of Skill and Dexterity, with the addi-
tional Art of dreffing the Wound, and fowing
up the Lips of it. He crams it with the fineft
Fat. In thefe Things, which will be particularly
treated on hereafter, lies the whole Myftery of his
Function.

In Point of Fee or Reward heis as pootly off
asthe Phyfician, neither of the Offices having ei-
ther Revenue or Perquifite. They are fometimes,
indeed, by Way of Refpec, invited to Feafts and
Merry-Makings; and fometimes prefented with a
Calf or a Lamb. A good Bellyful, and a fmall
Prefent now and then, are all the Emoluments of
their Offices.

Such is the Government and Political Oecono-
my of the Hottentots. They have no other Publick
Officers that I know of. And I hope this Account
of the Hottentot Policy, in which I have been ver
faithful, will gain Quarter for a People, whole
Chara&er is fo unmercifully treated in Europe. 1
am fure it ruins one Half of the Jokes and Sarcafms
that have been rais’d upon ‘em.

V. I know not whether I fhall have fo fair an
Opportunity in any other Part of this Hiftory to
give an Account of a Sort of Hottentot Bandiiti,
that infeft all the Nations about the Cape. Thefe
are Troops of abandon’d Wretches, who finding
the Laws and Cuftoms of their Countries to be too
great Reftraints upon their Inclinations, repair to
the Mountains 3 and there fecuring themfelves in
almotft inacceffible Faftneffes, fally out from Time
to Time into the Fields to feal Cattle for tlsxei;

u -
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Suftenance. They are call’d Bujfchies, or High-way
Men; and are fo abhot’d in all the Hottentot Nati-
ons, that when any one of ’em is taken, tho® he
be the Firft born of the Principal Man in the Ter-
ritory, he is inftantly put to Death, not a Soul da-
ring tofay one Word for him.

The feveral Nations are often fending out large
Parties in Queft of thefe Robbers.. In this the Hey-
koms are more altive than all others.” But a Gang
of thofe Rogues makes bloody Work for thofe that
affail ’em. They are rarely able to fave themfelves
by their Heels, their Purfuers being as fwift as
they : And they know, there is no Mercy for *em
if they are taken. They therefore engage with all
imaginable Fury and Defperation, and rarely
fhrink or abate their Rage, till they have routed the
Enemy, orareall flain.

CH A P. VIIL
Of the Religion of the Hotfentots,

L. The Difficulty of obtaining from the Hottentots any
true Accounts of their Infritutions and Opinions..
I1. They believe there is a God who made all Things.
III. They worfbip the Moon as an inferiour Divini-
ty, the Reprefentative of the Supreme , and afting
wnder bim. IV. They adore a certain Infell.
V. They pay-a religious Veneration to the Good
Hottentots departed. V1. They worfbip a malig-
nant Deity, to avert bis Malice. VI, Their obfti-

nate
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nate Adbevence to their Idolatries, and Hatred of
Infiruttion.

L Y T is much doubted by many, whether the
Hottentots have any Notion of a Deity. Moft
Accounts of the Matter in Authors are very fuperfi-
cial and contradiCtory. Indeed, °’tis a difficult
Thing to get out of the Hottentots What are real-
ly their Notions concernirg God and Religion, or
whether they have any at all. They keep all
their religious Opinions and Ceremonies, as they
do every other Matter eftablith’d among ’em,
as fecret as they can from the Europesns s
and when they are queftion’d concerning fuch
Matters, are very thy in their Anfwers, and hide
the Truth as much as they can; for the Conceal-
ment of which , if they cannot eafily avoid the
ueftion, fome of ’em will not fcruple to utter .a
thoufand Fi&ions. This Pralice, of Courfe,
throws them upon Contradictions ;5 of which when
they are admonifh’d, they reply, <“The Europeans
<< area crafty, defigning People. They never ask a
¢¢ Queftion for the Sake of the Anfwer only ; bug
¢¢ have other Ends to ferve , perhaps againft the
¢ Peace and Security of the Hottentots : Thatthe
«¢ Hottemtots are afilly ignorant People, eafily tra-
¢¢ pann’d, and by no Means a Match for the Under-
¢¢ ftandings of Europe.” Such is conftantly the Te-
nour of their Apologies when they refufe to anfwer .
upon their Opinions and Cuftoms to any Qli]e{tion
put by an European, or when they are caught up-
on a Contradiction. From this Source, perhaps,
have fprung moft of the Contradittions we find in
Authors upon the Matter of the Religion of the
Hottentots.
I was
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I was a confiderable Time at the Cape before I
could afcertain my felf of the Religious Inttituti-
ons and Ceremonies of the Hottentots, and the No-
tions they entertain of the Divine Being. Confi-
ning my {elf at firft within the Territories of the
Dutch there, I found the Holtentots of the Neigbour-
hood fo evafive and contradiftory upon thofe Mat-
ters, that I knew not what to believe about ’em.
‘The Europeans there too, for the moft Part, take
an idle Pleafure in deceivirg Travellers with fiti-
tious Accounts of th~ Country and People. And
tho’ , in Tranfa&ions for the Common Peace and
Security, they cultivate and oblige the Hoztentots 5
on other Occafion,, they make downright Game of
’em; and {port and fool with their Perfons, Inftituti-
onsand Opinions in a veryextravagantManner. This
the Hottentots about *em well underftand. And I
know not whether the Reader will not look upon
this as one good Reafon why they avoid Coming
to an Explanation with Exropeans upon any Thing
among Themfelves. Who would care to do 1t
with Perfons, who, he had Reafon to apprehend,
only intended to make a Jeft of him ?

‘When I came to penetrate the Country I found
the Temper of the Hottentots to alter much for the
better. Ata Diftance from the Cape it was fome-
what open. The Hoztentots there, not having con-
vers'd {o much with the Europeans, had not {uffer’d
fo much in their Simplicity. And I was quickly
fatisfied, that

II. The Hottentots firmly believe there is a
God, who madeall Things. Some Paffages in cer«
tain Authors, who had the good Fortune to hit

upan
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upon this Matter, may be an agreable Introduc-
tion to what I have to fay on it my felt.

Saar, in his Account of his Fifteen Years Ser-
vice in India, fays, that fome Hottentots being
ueftion’d concerning their Religious Faith, very
edately replied, ¢ They believ’d in him who
<« made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and every li-
¢¢ ving Thing in them.

Father Tachart {ays, that fome of the moft fenfi-
ble Hottentots declar’d to him, ina Conference uf~
on the Subjett of Religion, ¢ That they believ’d
¢ there was a God, who made Heaven and Earth,
¢ and caus’d it to thunder and to rain ; and provi-
¢¢ ded them with Nourifhbment, and with the Skins
< of Beafts for their Apparel.

Boeving, whom I look uponto be the exacteft
Author upon the Hoztentots, fays, that as the Chief”
<< of a Hostentot Nation prefides over the Captains
< of the Kraals, fo the Hottentots call the Supreme
¢ Being the Great and Supreme Captain.

I am fully fatisfied, from a thoufand Enquiries I
made among the Hottentots, and from a thoufand
Declarations they made to my felf, that they be-
lieve a Supreme Being, the Creator of Heaven and
Earth, and of every Thing- in them; the Arbiter
of the World, through wholfe Omnipotence all
Things live and move and have their Being. And
that He is endow’d with unfearchable Attributes
and Perfections. The Hottentots call him Gounja,
Gounja, or Gounja Ticquoas that is, the God of
all Gods; and fay He is a Good Man, who dogs go

ody
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Body any Hurt; and from whom None need be
apprehenfive of any 3 and that he dwells far above
the Moon.

Some among them declare, and infift upon it ve-
ry ftrenuoufly , that the Supreme God has, at
Times, defcended and become vifible to *em; and
that he always appears, in Colour, Shape and Ap-
parel, like the fineft among themfelves. But
thefe are look’d upon as Vifionaries and Madmen.
And the intelligent Hottentots will reafon thus
againft them : Is it to be believ’d, that the Su-
preme God condefcends to come among us, fince
the Moon, who is an inferiour God, condefcends
not to do fo?

But it does not appear, that they have any In-
ftitution of Worthip direétly regarding the fupreme
God. I never faw, or could hear, that any one
of them paid any A¢t of Devotion immediately to
him. I have talk’d to *em roundly on this Head;
and endeavour’d to make’em fenfible of the Folly
and Abfurdity of Negleéting his Worthip, while
they worthip What they call Gods that are inferior
to and dependent on him. But they will rarely reafon
upon the Matter, or attend to any Thing that is faid
upon it. The moft fenfible of em, when they are in

umour to anfwer on this Head, will tell you the
following very remarkable Matter : That their
Firft Parents fo grievoully finn’d and offended
againft the Supreme God, that he curs’d them, and
all their Pofterity with Hardnefs of Heart ; fo that
they know little of him, and have ftill lefs Inclina-
tion to ferve him, The Reader, without Doubt,
will be aftonifh’d to hear of fuch a Tradition hqs

this
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this at theCape of Good Hope. I affure him, the Hot-
tentots have fucha Tradition; and that I have deli-
ver’d it here without the leaft Addition or Improve-
ment of my own, beyond a proper Turn of Words.
Iam to be blam’d, that I omitted it in my Dif-
courfe on the Origin of this People, fince it throws
. fo notablea Light into that Enquiry. Who, (that
will take my Affurances for the Truth of this Tra-
dition’s being found at the Cape,)will doubt the Re-
ference of the T'radition, mention’d under that Head,
to Noabh, the Survivor of the Flood? The Evi-
dence is fo clear, there is no demurring on it. But
to return.

III. Forfaking the Worthip of the true God, tho’
they acknowledge his Being and Attributes, the
Hottentots adore the Moon.  Yet Boeving, a
Man of Learning and Judgment, and, as I have
faid already, the exacteft Writer upon the Hosten-
tots, does not allow this. I’ll quotehim. ¢ *Tis
¢« well known, fays be, thefe isa common Opini-
«¢ on receiv’d among Travellers, and others living
¢« among and in the Neighbourhood of the Hotzen-
¢ fots, that thefe People adore the Moon; and
«¢ that they celebrate her Worthip with Acclama-
<¢ tions, Invocations and Dancings whole Nights
< in the open Fields. Moft of the Hostentots deny
<¢ this; and avouch, that their Dancing, Shouting or
¢ Singing in the open Fields in the Night, is only
«¢ for Diverfion, and to pleafe themfelves, without
¢ the leaft Intention to invoke or adore the Moon,
“« or any Deity whatfoever. * Boeving was
abus’d in this Matter. Few Hottentots, as 1 have
faid, will, if they can help it, difclofe the leaftArti-
cle or Ceremony of their Religion to an European.
OtherWritershave {ucceeded better. - Fa.
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Father Tachart was covinc’d , thofe Dancings
and Acclamations were As of Religion, becaufe
at fuch Times they kill’d Cattle , and brought
Milk and Flefh into the Fields, as Offerings to that
Deity who difpenfes Rain and Fair Weather.

Vogel fays, <“'The Hattentots feem to have fomeVe-
¢ neration for the Moon, on whofe Appearanceat
<t certain Times, they affemble in great Numbers
«¢ intheirfeveral Diftriéts, and dance in Circles, clalp
< their Hands, and cry and rave, as it feems, all
¢ Night long. They have fometimes been found
¢« affembled in Caverns, clapping their Hands, and
¢ uttering Words, of which no European has been
<< able to get the Interpretation. Their Behaviour
« on thofe Occafions is very amazing. They
«¢ throw themfelves into various furprifing Diftor-
< tions of Body ; ftare wildly up towards Hea-
< ven; ftretch every Feature, and crofs their
¢ Forcheads with a red Stone, Thefe things ap-
&¢ pear to be Aéts of their Religion.

And {o they are, let the Hottentots fay what they
will. Thefe Dancings and Noifes are religious Ho-
nours and Invocations to the Moon. They call
her Gounja. The Supreme they call Gounja Goun-
ja, or Gounja Ticquoa, the God of Gods; and place
him far above the Moon. ‘The Moon, with them,
is an inferiour vifible God, the Subject and Repre-
fentative of the High and Invifible. They judge
the Moon to have the Difpofal of the Weather,
and invoke her for fuch as they want. They af-
femble for the Celebration of her Worthip at Full
and Change conftantly. No Inclemency of the
‘Weather prevents ’em. And

n
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"And their Behaviour * at thofe Times is indeed
very aftonithing. . They throw their Bodies into 2
thoufand different Diftortions 3 and make Mouths
and Faces ftrangely ridiculous and horrid. Now
they throw themfelves flat on the Ground, fcrea-
ming out a ftrange unintelligible Jargon. Then
jumping up on a Sudden, and ftamping like Mad
(infomuch that they make the Ground fhake ) they
direct, with open Throats, the following Expreffi-
ons, among ‘others, to the Moon: Mutfchi As=é.
i. e. I falute you 5 you are welcome. Cherdqua kabé
chori Oungiia. i. e. Grapt us Fodder for our Cattle,
and Milk in Abundance. Thefe and other Addref-
fes to the Moon they repeat over and over, accom-
panying them "with Dancing and Clapping of
Hands. At the End of the Dance, they fing Ho,
Ho, Ho, Ho, many Times .over; with a Va-
riation of Notes 3 which being accompanied with
Clapping of Hands, makes a very odd and a very
merry Entertainment to a Stranger.

In Shouting , Screaming , Singing , Jumping,
Stamping, Dgancing, Pro%tratio'x:g:t;g chéT Grgung,
and an unintelligible Jargon, lie all their Formali-
ties in the Worthip of the Moon. In Rounds of
thefe they continue the whole Night, and till
pretty far of the next Day; never refting but b
thort Intervals when they are quite fpent: At whic
Times they fettle themfelves into a {quat Pofture,
holding their Heads between their Hands, and reft-
ing their Elbows upon their Knees. They lower
their Voices too into a flow melancholy Hum

* Vide Tib. L Fig. 1. -
: whic
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which they continue till they ftart up and go again
to Singing and Pancing. Thefe Intervals of Reft
are fo fhort and fo few, that one would worder
where they find Strength and Spirit to furnith out
fuch a2 Run of Noife and A&ion as they do in this
Service. The Fervours of their Devotion are un-
equal’d. When they have done, they retire to
their feveral Homes with as much Chearfulnefsand
Satisfaction as do any other Peog%c in the World
- from the Performance of their Religious Duties.
Of their Singing and Dancing I thall fpeak more
particularly in another Place.

1 thall only obferve, by the By, that this Dan-
cing-Ceremony gives a new Light into the Origin
of the Hottentots ; fince,’tis pretty certain, it enter’d
into the Divine Worthip inEI'imes as early as the
Flood. And the Fews retain it, on certain Fefti-
vals, to this Day.

IV. The Hottentots likewife adore, as a benign
Deity, a certain Infect, peculiar, *tis faid, to the
Hottentot Countries. +This Animal is of the Dimen-
fions of a Child’s little Finger; the Back greens
the Belly fpeck’d with White and Red. *Tis pro-
vided with Two Wings, and on its Head with
Two Horns. '

To this little winged Deity, when ever they fet
Sight upon it, they render the higheft Tokens of
Veneration. And if it honours, forfooth, a Kraal
with a Vifit, the Inhabitants aflemble about it in

4 Vide Tab. I. Fig, z.
Tran-
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Tranfports of Devotion, as if the Lord of the Uni-
verfe was come among *em. They fing and dance
round it, Troop after Troop, while it ftays, in
the higheit Extafie 3 throwing to it the Powder of
an Herb they call Buchu, our Botanifts Spirzam,
They cover at the fame Timethe whole Area of
the Kraal, the Tops of the Cots, and every Thing
without Doots, with the fame Powder. They like-
wife kill Two Fat Sheep, as 2 Thank-Offering for
this high Honour. And °’tis impoffible tp drive
out of a Hottentot’s Head, that the Arrival of this
Infect ina Kraal, brings Grace and Profperity to
all the Inhabitants. They believe, that all their
Odfences to that Moment are buried in Oblivion,
and all their Iniquities done awagr. They believe,
that fome fignal Blefling attends the Krsal; and
that all the Inhabitants thall at that Time prefper
in their Undertakings. They look upon themfelves
as made, by the Prefence of this Deity, a new
People 3 andrefolve to walkin Newnefs of Life ;
a Work in which they truft they fhall then have
this Deity’s Affiftance in a very extraordinary Man-
ner.

'If this Infe@ happens to alight upon a Hottentot,
he is look’d upon as a Man without Guilt, and
ditinguifh"d and reverenc’d as a Saint and the De-
light of the Deity ever after. His Neighbours -
glory, that they have fo Holy a Man among’em 4
and publifth the Matter far anc{ neat. The fapteft
Ox belonging to the Kraal, is immediately kill’d
fora Thank-Offering 5 and the Time is turn’d in-
to a Feftivity in Honour of the Deity and the Saint,
To the Saint are prefented the Entrails, well
cleans’d, with the Fat and the Caul.’ -The Caul,

G2 well
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