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THE
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THE smaii cottzetion of Létiérs hére presented

to the public, was not originally intended for

any such purpdse, and would never kave goné

abroad, had not several persons of distinguished
taste and abilities, as well as of extensive infors

mation, solicited the publication, being con<

winced that it would exhibit a fund of valunblé-
instruction and rational amusecment. In this

respect, indeed, it is presumed that the reoder

will not be disappointed, but will find a great

deal both of the useful and the agreenble coms

prised within a narrow compass.

The following sheets consist of a Series of Let-
ters from a gentleman who resided a considerable
time at the Cape of Good Hope, during thé
period in which that cclebrated Dutch settlement
so much talked of, and so little known in this

© country, was in the possession of the British
government. The letters are interesting, sénti-

mental, and strikingly. descriptive both of men,

manners; and the scenery of Nature in that
al part
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part of the world. He appears to have been a
person of accurate observation and refined sen-
timents. He possessed the most ample means of
acquiring a knowledge of the manners and cus-
toms of the colonists, as well as of the agricul-
tural system in use among them, and examined,
with the eye of a philosopher, the whole economy
of the scttlement. His description of the face
of the country, and the situations of the princi-
pal villages, farms, and plantations dispersed in
warious parts of the colony, are singularly ani-
mated and picturesque ; and his obsercations on
¢he habits of life among the colonists, are judi-
cious and interesting : and, upon the whole, the
information which we jfind contained in these
Letters, although concentrated within a narrow
compass, is, perhaps, as accurate and ertensive
as any that has ever been obtained in this coun-
try relative to the southern extremity of the
African continent. The sensibility of his heart
corresponds with the acuteness of his observa-
tion, and we cannot read his remarks and reflec-
tions on slavery, without experiencing in our
breasts, a sympathetic unison with his feelings.

The Letters are written in the plain and un.
studied style of familiar correspondence, the un-
affected but expressive language of one friend

speaking
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speaking to another, which renders them not less,
but more waluable. IVhile we read the Letters,
we seem indeed to be conversing with the writer,
and accompanying the traveller in his excursions,
to join in his remarks, and participate in his
reflections and sentiments ; and while we must
acknowledge that he is perfectly qualified to ob-
serve, reflect and compare, we cannot but per-
ceive, at the same time, that to those talents so
essential to a traveller, he unites the inestimable
virtues of attachment to the constitution of his
country, and loyalty to his Sovereign.

In awell-grounded confidence that the expecta-

tion of the public will not be disappointed in this
-small performance, it is laid before the reader

By his very humble servant,

THE EDITOR.
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tion and Treatment on distant Shores; and a concise Description of the
Caountry, Customs, and Manners of the Inhabitants; including an Account
of the Deliverance of the Survivors, In four Volumes, same Size and
Price as the foregoing, embcllished with 42 elegant Engravings, from
original Designs.

THE CIIASE, a Poem: to which is annexed, FIELD SPORTS.
By WILLIAM SOMERVILLE, Esq. With a Sketeh of the Authos's
Life; intluding a Preface, Critical and Explapatory. With some Anno-
tations on the Text, and Nature of the Poem. By MAJOR TOPHAM,
of the Wold Cottage, Yorkshire. Elegautly printed in Foolscap Octavo,
and cnriched with ¥ beautiful Engravings by Mr. John Scott, from origimed
Paintings, by Mr. Sartorius, price 6s. 6d. Boards.
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