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It's Tuesday afternoon in the inner city of Pretoria. Douglas is
navigating the overcrowded streets in search of lunch. The sidewalk
is a |o|oce of anonymity and detachment, occosiono”y inferrup’red
by unwanted conversations and unfamiliar activities. The absence of

control is unsefﬂing.

Underneath a solid concrete {ogode, a generous opening inviftes
Doug|os to escape the disorder of the street. Deep overhonging
beams, a continuous paved floor and a folded brick cei|ing entice him
to enter the bui|ding. As he walks down the coscoding stairs @ |orge
sunken down cour’ryord s|ow|y reveals itself. The space is flooded with
natural |ighf from above. Deep recessed walls and Hooﬂng concrete
overhongs porﬂo“y enclose the courTyord. Doug|os takes a seat under
the dopp|ed shade of a white stinkwood. In the bockground he can
see people cooking, eating and |oughing around the g|ow of a fire.
He notices a group of children running on the walkway above, behind
the chimneys. As his eyes wander, he catches a g|impse of the chaos
of the street. He gets up to buy some chicken from Naaila, a mielie
from Grace and a cooldrink from a street trader disp|oying his drinks
and snacks on the stairs. As lunchtime opprooches and the crowds
start streaming in, Doug|os decides to take refuge at an empty table
at the back of the room. A peocefu| p|0|ce to eat his lunch and feel
in control. The |igh+ streaming in ’rhrough the perforated brick wall
is occomponied by the sound of a coup|e arguing. He can't he|p
but overhear. Two ladies next to him sit and gossip as They pee| and
prepare vege’rob|es for the kitchen. In the city, the act of re{uge is
o|woys occomponied by a sense of exposure. It is the degree to which

Doug|os exposed himself and was exposed to others.
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6.1

DESIGN ITERATIONS

Fig. 84: Initial design explorations of enclosure, connection and spatial fragmentation (Author 2021)
© University of Pretoria

Fig. 85: Initial model explorations (Author 2021)
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Fig. 86: Iteration 1 (Author 2021)
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Fig. 87: Iteration 2 (Author 2021)
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Fig. 88: Iteration 2 (Author 2021)
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Fig. 89: Iteration 3(Author 2021)
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Fig. 90 Refinement of iteration 3 (Author 2021)
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Fig. 9I: Refinement of iteration 3 (Author 2021)
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SECTIONAL EXPLORATIONS

Fig. 92- Logitidunal section of iteration 3(Author 2021)

Fig. 94: Logitidunal section of iteration 4 (Author 2021)
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Fig. 93 Cross section of iteration 3(Author 2021)

Fig. 95: Cross section of iteration 4(Author 2021)
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Fig. 96: Exploration of patial hierarchy and organisation (Author 2021)
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Fig. 97- Process sketches (Author 2021)
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Fig. 98: Model explorations (Author 2021)
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Fig. 99: Sectional a@ywyggﬁijgfgp&etﬂg)adeygn (Author 2021)
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Fig. 100: Acts of refuge (Author 2021)
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Fig. 102- Sequential spatial progression of refuge - ground floor plan (Author 2021)
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142 Fig. 103: Sequential spatial progression of refuge - basement fHoor plan (Author 2021)
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Fig. 104: Sequential spatial progression of refuge - first floor plan (Author 2021)
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Fig. 105: 1100 Longitudinal section (Author 2021)

Fig. 106: Perspective drawings (Author 2021)
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Fig. 107- 1100 Cross section through courtyards (Author 2021)
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Fig. 109: Perspective drawings (Author 2021)
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Fig. 108: 1100 Cross section through library and refectory (Author 2021)
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Fig. 110- Model photo from north-east (Author 2021)
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Fig. 11l: Model photo from Madiba Street (Author 2021)
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156 Fig. 112: Model photo from north-west (Author 2021) 157
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Fig. 113: Model photos (Author 2021)





