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www.elsevier.com/about/open-science

The open access 
publishing landscape

In 2020 there were an estimated 2.2 million subscription and 0.8 million pay-to-publish gold open 
access articles published worldwide.

South Africa landscape:

• Accelerated growth in open access publication in the last five years

• In the past two years, South African research output of the OA type has increased more 
substantially than in prior years 

South Africa-related stats, SciVal:



Open Science and its supporting pillars

• Open Science describes a way of working 

which makes research more inclusive, more 

collaborative and more transparent.

• Elsevier partners with the research 

community to enable open science.  

• We believe open science can benefit research 

and society and drive research performance. 
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Pillar 1: Open Access (1 of 4)

Gold open access at Elsevier 

• Elsevier published 81,000 pay-to-
publish gold open access articles in 
2020

• Annual growth of 65% on the 
previous year

• Open access available across 
almost all 2,700 Elsevier journals, 
of which 600 are fully open access 
journals
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✓ Regional / local language journals

✓ Journals in niche and emerging 
fields

✓ Journals in arts, humanities, social 
sciences

✓ Journals with applied and general 
audiences
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Pillar 2: Open Data

https://www.elsevier.com/authors/author-services/research-data/data-guidelines

https://cos.io/our-services/top-guidelines/
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ICSR Lab

Access rich datasets on a 

powerful computational 

platform, free for research 

use

Pillar 3: Open Metrics



Data in Brief MethodsX HardwareX

SoftwareX Software Impacts

Challenges:

• No common definitions across all fields

• Lack of incentives to conduct replications

• Researchers ambivalent about sharing data

• Methods lacking in transparency/rigor

• Difficult to validate reproducibility during peer 

review

• Insufficient rigour in statistics

Pillar 4: Research Integrity and Reproducibility



• Access for disadvantaged communities

• Patient and caregiver access

• Access for journalists

• Access for students

• Access in times of need e.g. Covid

)
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We are partnering with non-profits, institutions 
and organizations to bring scientific outputs closer 
to citizens, increasing science literacy, and making 
information available where it is most needed. 

Pillar 5: Connecting Science and Society
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Title (change with Header & footer button)

• 70M collaboration groups on Mendeley

• Signatory of STM principles on article sharing on SCNs

• Public metadata, links, lists

• Group sharing functionality

• Mendeley Stats

Pillar 6: Open Tools and software



The future: more inclusive, collaborative, transparent

• Open Science describes a way of working which 

makes research more inclusive, more collaborative

and more transparent.

• There will be more options for researchers to share

more kinds of research outputs than ever before. 

• The bar will continue to be raised on reproducibility, 

as researchers increasingly share their methods and 

data and gain more complete insights into research 

performance.

• There will be more platforms and partnerships that 

facilitate collaboration. We will help bring other 

stakeholders, including the public, into the world of 

research.
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Thank you

Any questions?


