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WHY WORRY ABOUT HISTORY?

• Lessons for the present
• Planning for the future
• Understanding of developments

• Records of the past
• Pride in achievements
• Curiosity or interest
• All of the above – and more
• When does history start?



PRE-COLONIAL TIMES
• Africans with domestic animals arrive about 500 AD
• Traditions and customs were followed
• Animal welfare as it affected humans 

COLONIAL TIMES
• Dutch 1652 – 1805 (Cape)
• British 1805 – 1910 (Cape, Natal, Republics)
• European norms and influences
• African states
• Animal Disease Control



BRITISH INFLUENCES

• Jeremy Bentham – Philosopher
• Anti-Vivisection movement
• Circus Cruelty: “Disgraceful and degrading misuse 

of animals for entertainment”
• Cruelty to Animals Act 1876
• Humanitarian League 1891 – George Bernard Shaw, 

Thomas Hardy, and especially Jack London
• Protection of Animals Act 1911
• Performing Animals (Regulation) Act 1925
• Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals (RSPCA)



SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

• First SPCA established Cape Town 1872
• Federation of SPCAs established in 1956
• 1972 – 65 member SPCAs
• 1977 – 90 member SPCAs
• Name change to National Council of SPCAs in 1988
• Structural changes – Act 169 of 1993 (SPCA Act)
• 2016 – 80 individual SPCAs plus 6 satellites
• 5 Full time staff at Farm Animal Protection Unit
• 27 Full time senior inspectors at SPCA branches
• Also 103 inspectors and 42 field officers



LEGISLATION (SOUTH AFRICA)
• Act for the Preventing of Cruelty to Animals (1856)
• The Cruelty to Animals Act 31 of 1874 (Natal)
• The Cruelty to Animals Act 18 of 1888 (Cape)
• The Cruelty to Animals Act 13 of 1895 (Cape)
• Ill-Treatment of Animals Law 3 of 1888 (ZAR)
                                 and revision VRR 1889
• Chapter CXLV (Orange Free State)
• Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 8 of 1914 (Union)
• Performing Animals Protection Act 24 of 1935
• Animals Protection Act 71 of 1962



FIRST LEGISLATION ON ANIMAL 
WELFARE IN SOUTH AFRICA



LIVESTOCK WELFARE COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE

• Origins – conflict around handling of animals at 
abattoirs

• Established 1978
• Financial and administrative support – Meat Board
• Wide representation of Livestock Industry
• Developed first Codes for livestock management
• Independent entity 2008
• Support from major livestock industries
• Development of National Standards (SABS)
• Statements on welfare matters



CODES OF BEST PRACTICE

• All major livestock sectors:
   RPO - red meat, NWGA - wool, SAMGA - mohair,
   SAFA - feedlots, SAOBC - ostriches, SAPPO - pigs;
   Poultry – being developed
• Conversion to Standards - SABS  
• Regarded as expected conduct



OTHER ANIMAL WELFARE 
ORGANISATIONS

• LAWA – the only Livestock-specific AWO
• Others – small impact

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS
• Revision / replacement of laws
• National strategy on animal welfare
• Livestock welfare part of many laws
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