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Current city growth patterns are largely influ-
enced by the practices and theories of the past, 
particularly functionalist theory. New intentions 
and proposals are constantly confronted with this 
legacy of the past, constituting a challenge for 
positive change, often tipping the balance for 
standard solutions. 

Urban wastelands are the result of both, zoning, 
and town planning requirements, which in the 
particular case of South Africa have also been 
used as barriers. These spaces are undefined, 
often derelict and/or inaccessible; they pose a 
major issue and a source of conflict among the 
communities. Current city planning has been 
unable to deal with these spaces in an effective 
manner, which in turns include the structures, 
often stand-alone ones that struggle to find a 
use or larger meaning for the greater context.

It is necessary therefore, to re-envision the role 
these spaces can play in creating continuity of 
the urban fabric, generating a meaningful place 
that includes the immediate community as a vi-
able solution for re-integration.

This thesis explores a strategy for addressing 
these issues at the urban scale, and an archi-
tectural strategy for integrating derelict building 
in the specific scale.
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The starting point to this project was placed in motion due to a site that I have passed on a daily basis and lived closed to my entire live, the 
abandoned Kempton Park Hospital. Growing up I was constantly interested in this site that was closed and left abandoned. When I was 10years old 
we arrange to take a visit to the site and inside the building, leaving me with surprise and shock because I was expecting an empty broken down 
building, but instead it simply looked as if one day everyone just stopped coming to work leaving everything as is. Over the years the abandoned 
hospital attracted more people that was curious about the hospital, making it people’s mission to try and sneak into the hospital at night and walking 
around the site and in the building. It has now been more than 20 years that the hospital have been closed and still it rises stories of how wonder-
ful it once was as a hospital or stories about people’s experiences sneaking in the hospital and it got me thinking how this abandoned building still 
affects people’s lives even in an abandoned state.  

For me this is what architecture is about, it is about how can it affect the lives of people, what role can it play in shaping people’s lives and creat-
ing new opportunities and experiences over an extended period of time. This is where the research for the project started, looking at how architecture 
have affected the places we live in, and how it has shaped our environment. Another reoccurring factor that I tend to look at is having a multivalent 
approach to not only look at how architecture affect its surrounding and people, but adding another layer and  looking at how can that affect contrib-
ute towards the health and well-being of people and the environmental surrounding. 

PERSONAL  POINT  OF  VIEW  




