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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS 

ETHNOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS 
No. 10 

The Ba Letswalo or Banarene 
by N. J. van Warmelo 

Government Ethnologist 
1944 

1 District: Tzaneen, Transvaal. 
2 Numbers and distribution: In reserve 577 taxpayers, 011 Euro-
pean owned land 422 taxpayers, total 999 taxpayers. 
:3 Names of tribe: 15a Lels1valci, Banarene or Balaodi . 
. 1 Totem: They bina (have as totem) nare " buffalo " or kxomo 
" bovine " 1

). The seret6 or ·praise") of the royal family is:-

Maje/era a Letswafo, fefera o mphf: lesel6, 
Bana ha letse le Jala maleng. 

" Winnower of Letswalo, winnow and give me the basket, 
The children have gone to bed hungry." 

3 Early maps and writings usually refer to this tribe as Mafefer, 
which shows this name was better known then than it is nowadays. 
6 Language: This is a dialect of Sotho much akin to Lobedu, and 
only spoken in these parts. It is not used in writing. Texts are to he 
found in Kruger, Ucberlieferungen. The presrnt-day generation learn 
ordinary Sotho in the schools and the old language is falling into 
disuse. 
7 Chief: RAMATAU @ VUMA, age-grade ivlatau, born perhaps 
i888. 

1
) Ba xa Letswal6 ke babina-nare, ba e dya; ba ila setsefse, ke 

nonyana e nyenyana. Ra re ke se-ila-Bothswako, e lexo naxa e bo­
rrabo-moxolo ba tswilexo x6na. Yo a ka dyaxo s15na, o tla babya 
ke mahl6. Hoffmann, Sotho-Texte ZfES vol. 21 p. 99. 

Ba xa Letswal6 ba bina kxomo, le nare, byaloka x,2 ba bitswa 
Ranareng. Xomme kaxobane kxomo le nare c le diph66f6!6 tse 
dikxolo, scbakeng sa xo ila ts611a xo di dya, ba ii'a setsetse. Kc y6na 
l:xomo xoba nare ya bona. Eupya ba ila kxomo ya xo ripya dinaka. 
Hoff111ann, Sotho-Texte ZIES vol. 21 p. 112. 
") In a MS in my office (8/63 399 p. 49) these dirc/11 arc given: 
J< e rena. bu-LetswaW; Lets1va/() la Mma'lau a Monareng; Ne Dikxomo. 
Banareng; Banareng ba Semenyane. Sec also those in Kruger, 
U eberlieferungen p. 180. 
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S Skeleton genealogy of chiefs: 

I 
V RAMATAU 

I LENOKHUNOKHU 

I 
II LEKHUKHUNOKHU 

l 

III KHEkURUBEL£ 
I 
I 

IV POD/LE 
I 

I 
VII MAKA/PEA f 

I 
Lexadimc 

I _____ . I 
. I . ': I l 
VIII MMAMATHOLA f VI KHEAPE£ Masaba ll11USU'l'H/ 

I " I I " 
I I . I I 

IX VUMA Marot/11 1hzeitswadi THATHANE 

l 
Moatc 

(present chief) TSULOROLU 

Capitals denote chiefs, figures the order in which they rukd. 

History, and genealogy of royal family: 

9 Tradition has it that originally these people lived in a country 
called Bolaodi, that, is, the country of the Balaodi, which is supposed 
by them to be around the present town of Sabie. The first chief") 
still remembered, I LENOKHUNOKHU, lived and died there. The: 
next chief remembered was fl LEKHUKH(jNOKHU. Though my 
informants thought that both he and his son III KHERURUBELE lived 
and died in Bolaodi, and that POD/LE was the chief who migrated, I 
am inclined to accept the most common version according to which 
LEKHUKHUNOKHU led his tribe from Bolaodi to the area around 
the Wolkberg above New Agatha where it has' lived for the past 
century. According to my informants there was an invasion of 
Makhema, a cannibal tribe from the south 4

), and the tribe fled north 
from Bolaodi before them. They found a safe place to hide in 
temporarily at Lebyeni or Lewa i'a nzaxodi, which is in the mountains 
overlooking the Lepelle (Olifant) and two miles from it, due east 
from Mametsa's Location. 

~) the names of f{xomoyalewatc and Leteb11te/J11 are remembered, hut 
it is unknown whetJ1cr they- were ancient chiefs or not. 
4

) possibly a confusion with later events. 
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10 They did not stay here however, but moved along the foot of the 
mountains in a westerly direction, past Khexonvane ( at the present 
store on Lorraine 183), where Timamoxolo, a man of standing with 
a large following, got eye-trouble and stayed behind, thus founding 
the Ba Mahlo (Eyes) tribe of SEK ORO RO, still living there today:;). 
The Letswalo people moved on and settled;true to their mountain-bred 
nature, at Mabeleke, within 'the present location but a little further 
west from the present mosata. They found the Modiba and Makwela 
and some other clans in occupation- under the Ba xa Mphefo at Xa 
Makwela or Moriti,ding, these latter being viceroys for the Lobedu 
rulers. The Letswalo invaders attacked them and the Mphe16 over­
lords fled back to Modjadji whilst the Letswalo took possession of all 
ihe neighbouring mountain country. 

11 LEKHUKHUNOKHU was succeeded by his son III KHERURU­
BELE who was murdered by his younger brother Moate or Moyate. 
But KHERURUBELE, by his wife Ngwana-Maponya, a member of 
the tribe, had begotten a son IV POD/LE who avenged the murder 
of his father by strangling Moate. Some informants say that Moate 
first worsted POD/LE who fled to Molepo's tribe, where he had 
married his maternal uncle's daughter. The Molepo people helped 
him against Moate in a fight on Forest Hill 392, and drove him out, 
whereupon he settled with his adherents at Kxoname, the hills over­
looking Duivelskloof. From him Tsolobolo is descended. POD/LE 
became chief of the tribe which remained at Mabeleke. He apparently 
ruled for a long time and attained a great age. To him is attributed 
the prophecy: Thfosi tse dikhubidu di a tla, di tla senya l'efase "Red 
ants will come and spoil the country", which was believed to refer 
to the Europeans6

). Though POD/LE is said to have had a number 
of wives, almost nothing is remembered about them1 ) except: 

12 IV PODILE's wife and issue: 
1 M m a mo l i5 p e da. of one of the Ba xa Mathatse, a mmina­

kolobe of Molepo's tribe and a maternal uncle of 
POD/LE. 

a V RAMATAU m 
b MMAKAIPEA f married at Xa Sekokotla 
c Lexadime m 

13 Lexadime was killed in an attack on the robber chieftain Mamphse 
who lived near Duivelskloof, which is named after him for his ferocity. 
His grandson was Maupa. 

!i) cf. the account which the Sckororo people themselves give of this 
matter. 
<i) Hoffmann, Sotho-Texte ZfES vol. 19 p. 287. 
') a, wife from Mamabolo's is mentioned in Hoffmann, Sotho-Texte 
ZfES vol. 24 p. 301. 
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14 As POD/LE got older and older, his son RAM AT AU became 
impatient to succeed him and ordered the royal wives no longer to 
supply him with food, hoping thereby to hasten his demise. But his 
sister MMAKAIPEA secretly continued to bring him food and the old 
man taught her the secrets of rainmaking in return 8

). 

15 Eventually POD/LE died and his son, V RAMATAU became chief. 
He built himself a mosata a little to the west of the present on~. 
According to one source he only .ruled for two years, for the Swazi 
( lvlakotse-thsweu " white-shields ") raided the country. They came 
skirting the foothills until they reached Letswa/6 territory. They 
inflicted great clam age on the tribe and kill<cd the cn1ef RAM AT AU 
himself where he was in hiding in the dense forest at Bolyangaka, a 
plac~ in the present Forestry Reserve, west of Sera/a mountain, on the 
boundary between the farms Wolkberg 404 and Acre 2635. 

16 V RAMATAU, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 
Mm a Mo l 6 p e a da. of Ngwana-lvlatopya of the Ba xa lvla-

thatse Dikolobe 
a VIII MMAMATH6LA f 
b lvlmaphela f md Pataki wa xa lvlakokxa 
c Moloi f md Tekudi of Makxoba's tribe. 
d Malefaxatsana f md Modapi wa xa Letswalo 

2 Ng wan a - K hen on a, of the Khenona section of the tribe 
a VI KHEAPEE m 

3 M o t lz s e f e da. of Plzatane of the Ba xa Modiba 
a Masaba m died in prison in Pretoria with lvlosothi 
b Malee @ Pompi m 
c Molongwane f md Kxobise wa xa Modiba 
d Mmampana f md Vala wa xa Lietswal6 
Other wives and issue are not remembered. 

17. When the tribe reassembled again · after the S,wazi massacre, 
RAMATAU's son VI KHEAPEE became chief. He did not rule long 
however. His first .wife was a daughter of Matebyane of the commoner 
Tau people by whom he had a son i\l!arofhi. When the latter was 
already grown up, KHEAPEE took his tribal wife Mmamakiri, who 
was it seems a daughter of his uncle Lexadime. Marathi, who had 
hitherto considered himself the future chief, felt himself displaced 
and lef.t for lvlamabol6's, on bad terms with his father, but subse-

8
) the history of other tribes also records cases of chiefs who, for one 

reason. or· another, taught the kingly secret to someone other than the 
proper heir. Mantsana of Sek6r6r6's for example was the only wife 
who would nurse her leprous husband, and obtained the rain medicines 
that way. Here it may be a tale invented later to strengthen 
MMAKAIPEA's position. 
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quently returned after an apparent reconciliation effected through the 
mediation of Mamabalb. As s·oon as opportunity offered, Marathi 
murdered his father KHEAPEE returning from his bath in the 
Ma1halaleni spruit, with the help of his maternal uncle's people. The 
death of KHEAPEE was apparently foretold by a seer0 ). 

18 Marathi was not allowed to become chief, however, as there 
was. a strong f2eling against him. It was believed that his aunt 
lvIMAKAIPEA had urged him to the deed to further her own ambi­
tions, so to clear herself she now demanded from the deceased's. 
brother Mafoba that the parricide be killed, or at least that his followers. 
be wiped out. Marathi had io flee to Matlziba's and was pursued. 
The Letswalo envoys bribed Mothiba10

) to withdraw his protection 
and Maratlzi's few adherents were treacherously slain, whilst he him­
self -was bound and led back towards home, but on the way he 
was murdered, on the orders of Masaba, perhaps at Setlzaka on Forest 
Hill 392, but this is not certain. 

19 It seems that MMAKAIPEA had not intended that /'vlarat!zi should 
be killed because she hoped to rule through him, but Mafoba, who, 
had tasted the sweets of office, forestalled her by having him put out 
of the way. MMAKAIPEA • now bethought herself of her brother 
L1::xadime's son Masothi, who was a warrior of repute, having dis­
tinguished himself by avenging his father's death at the hands of 
Mamphse by burning the latter's village, whence he was nicknamed 
Sefenya "victor " 11

). He had gone to work amongst Europeans to 
earn himself a gun; but now returned home. MMAKAJPEA tried 
to set him and Mafoba at loggerheads but nothing much came of iL 

20 Masotlzi pretended to espouse the cause of his young nephew· 
Kheitswadi, the son of his sister who had been the deceased 
KHEAPEE's tribal wife. His name, which means "self-begetter" i.e. 
one without a father, shows that he was posthumous. Masothl how­
ever was working for himself and circumstances favoured him. 

21 Sek!zuklzune had at_ intervals jn the past raised tribute from the 
tribes of this area and now made fresh demands. The Letswai'o people 
refused and were attacked by the Pedi12

). Whilst MM AKAi PEA and'. 
Masaha sought safety in concealment, Mosotlzi with the aid of a con-

") Hoffmann, Sotho-Texte ZfES vol. 19 p. 290. 
rn) Hoffmann, Sotho-Texte ZfES vol. 24 p. 295. 
1
') it seems Masothi was also a nickname, being short for Masothi a 

masafo, which name he obtained fighting the Kxaxa, and that he was 
actually Marathi or Ramatau. Kruger Ueberlieferungen p. 179. 
12

) probably 1869. It may be that this trouble was caused by Mampa's 
people having stolen the cattle of Miaxakai'a's and brought them to 
Letswalo. Hoffmann Sotho-Texte ZfES vol. 28 p. 195. 
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tingent from Mamabolo inflicted a signal defeat on the Pedi. His 
reputation was greatly enhanced thereby so that soon after he could 
make himself independent and henceforth he and MMAKAIPEA ruled 
their respective portions of the tribe independently of one another. 
Masaba had receded into the background somewhat13

). 

22 MMAKAIPEA, whose namt: also suggests that it is a praise­
name of later origin (as it means "Mrs-I-appointed-myself") by now 
had acquired considerable standing. She built her headkraal at 
MOd'ikone, a hill north-east, of the location, having the corner beacon 
of Brook 343, Coombebank 345 and Tubbs Hill 344. 

23 At some time prior to these events the Swazi made another raid 
but were beaten off. They made a third raid whilst MMAKAIPEA 
was living at Modikone and this time the Pedi were also called in. 
This was obviously before enmity arose between them as described 
above. With tht: help of the Pedi they massacred the S1wazi at the 
confluence of the Sa/ate and Lepelle (Olifant), but there may be some 
error in this as to place. 

24 Afterwards MMAKAJPEA moved to Badimone, an area on the 
farm Mona vein 478 ( corrupted from Monarene). She was still alive 
when the missionary Reuter founded Medingen in 1881, but was 
already dead when the attack of Nthosaye (=Cetshwayo, Capt. 
Schiefs native name) upon Modjadji took place. Her age-grade was 
Mathunya. She died14

) some time after the murder of S1ikhuklzune; 

which took place in 1882. 

2:5 As she had no children, the succession reverted to the male line, 
viz. to the house of her elder brother RAMAT AU, whose eldest 
daughttr VIII MMAMA}'f!OLA succeeded15

). She already had two 

13
) another version is that Masaba refused to rear the young 

Kh1?itswadi, the rightful heir, who was then left with his uncle Moso!lzi. 
But he demanded the cattle of the estate, and these Masaba would not 
hand over. MMAKAIPEA, glad of this opportunity, advised him to 
use force and hostilities followed. 
14

) in a MS in my office it is said that she was visited by a European 
who was left alone for a while before being allowed to see her and, 
having nothing to sit on, made himself comfortable on one of the 
sacred dikomana drums. When the chieftainess came and found him 
thus she was very angry and broke out into a lugubrious song, the 
burden of which was the prophecy that red ants would come and take 
all the country, see § 10. In Raddatz, H.: " Das Kaffernland des 
Un tern Olifant" ( Petermanns Mitt. 32 1886 p. 53) it says " Von 
Baroka sind besonders zu erwahnen Secororo, Mafefere (Klinigin 

Magaepi, kiirzlicht), Motyatyi und Palaboroa." 
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children by this time. She never had a husband. According to some 
sources, {:attle had been given for her by MMAKAIPEA, who allotted 
her to someone she liked, intending that a son born to her would 
succeed. This actually happened, as will be seen below. 

26 MMAMATHOLA continued to reside at Badimone. She sided 
with her half-brother Masaba against Mosothi, and the feud between 
the two sections continued until Mafothi worsted Masaba in a fight 
and he had to flee for a time. The feud was kept alive in a desultory 
fashion until in 1894 the war between Makxoba and the Boers broke 
out. MMAMAJ-'HOLA's people joined in, as did Tsolobolo and 
Mosothi. The Letswalo people believed they would be aided by the 
spirits of MMAKAIPEA or Mmadinoxa, an old chief of the tribe, not 
mentioned elsewhere16

). The war was soon over however and upon 
surrender, MMAMA'J'HOLA, Tsol'obolo, Mafoba, Mo:sothi and their 
principal men were lodged in gaol in Pretoria, whilst a portion of the 
tribe was indentured around Xa Mosetlha in the Hamanskraal district. 
Mosothi and Masaba died in prison; MMAMAJHOLA was only re­
leased during the Anglo-Boer war upon the British occupation of 
.Pretoria. She returned home and reassembled the tribe in the present 
location. 

27 J1MAMATH6LA had the following issue: 
a Podile m died 
b Mokokobale f died 
c IX RAMATAU.@ VUMA m the present chief 
d L1exaciime @ Mmasila m 

28 After MMAMATHOLA's death11
) in 1905 (?) she was succeeded 

by her son IX RAMAT AU @ VUMA the present chief. 

Miscellaneous data: 
29 It remains to add a few items of information that are still re­
membered. 

"') at the ceremony of "opening the door" of MMAKAIPEA's hut, 
by which the successor is determined amongst these people, none of 
the candidates succeeded, and especially Mofothi to his chagrin found 
himself unable to open it. The great men were nonplussed and at 
a loss what to do, until it occurred to them to let MMAMA'J'HOL,;l. try. 
She had to be fetched from Moxoboya's whither she had fleet She 
came and opeped the door without difficulty, and it was therefore plain 
that the ancestor spirits desired her to become the chieftainess. 
rn) Hoffmann, Sotho Texte ZfES vol. 23 p. 68. 
17

) as she ,could also make rain, she has apparently already joined the 
badimo to whom supplication is made for rain, as " the son of 
M/1,fAMATHOLA, if he wants to make rain, prays to his grandmother 
MMAKAIPEA or his mother MMAMA'J'HOLA ", see Hoffmann, Sotho­
Texte ZfES vol. 23 p. 65. 
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In pre-European times there were some recognised landmarks 
that constituted part of the tribal boundaries, viz. Modioko hill near 
Haenertsburg, Xa Kxopa at Serala mountain and the Mothwor.wrt! 
river, Mexakong on Ararat 2636, the Thabine river to the confluence 
of the Lethsitele and Let haba rivers, and, in the north, the A1plzoditsi 
river. 

30 The first European official to levy tax from the tribe \\·as an 
Englishman remembered as Ranwsweu. They paid tax to him at 
Haenertsburg once only. After that came the Republican officials 
known as Sexwaiaxwatane and J\lebene, to whom they paid tax several 
times at New Agatha. Afttr the war of Makxoba, there was another 
Boer official called Melale. Hemsworth who was at Haenertsburg 
for a time they know as Papanana. 

31 Circumcision regiments: 

Jioplzato 

]Hata11 
J1athunya 
Mathamaxa 
jfongana 
J,fathokwana 
Madingwana 
J,fadikwa 
Mapulana 
Matadi 
Mathwana 
Mathfosi 
Matau 
Ji,fafhunya 
Mathamaxa 
Mangana 
Mathokwana 
Mapulana 
Madikw1? 

Bodikana 

1877 

1894 

1917 

1938 

Boxwcra 

1879 

1919 

Leader 

RAi'HATAU 
(A1MAKAJPEA) 

( MMAMATHOLA; 
Pompi 
Mawase 
Mangape 
VUMA 
Lexa dime @ M ma5ifa 
Marofhi 
Mathatha 
Lexadime 
Mmampipi 
P!ut'fiane 

:32 Tribal organisation: The present location is divided up into 
six defined areas, each of which is controlled by a headman, as 
follows: 

1 Mosata or Morobela controlled from the mosata itself. 
2 Mabeleke controlled by Moses Rakoma. 
3 Narene controlled by Seliki @· Nkatse Lctswalo. 
4 Pompi controlled by Salomon Letswalo. 
5 Seral'ene controlled by Malesele Masila. 
6 Mabene controlled by Benjamin Letswato. 
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:33 The common boundaries oj these areas are largely formed by the 
rivers Lethsiteic and Motoutsane, which flow through the location. 

34 The population consists almost exclusively of original members 
of the tribt> and other Sotho-speaking folk. There are less than ten 
Tsonga in the Reserve, but there are more on the adjoining European­
owned farms. Intermarriage with them is still tabu, but wives are 
'often taken from the tribes of Maake, Moxoboya, Mamabolo and even 
occasionally a Lepa woman. But it is illustrative of present-day 
movements of natives that the very first old woman I saw pottering 
around a kraal an~! questioned as to where she· came from replied that 
she was from Basutoland, though he!' husband was a member of the 
Letswal6 tribe by birth. 

33 Sources of information: (1) Most of the above information was 
obtained in June 1944 at the mosata from Moses Rakoma and Plwtiana 
Letswalo, both fairly old men, the chief Vuma himself, Titus Nkxapele, 
Seboko Xafane, Johannes Ramoll6 and others. 
(2) a typescript of one page, of unknown origin, in official papers. 
rn) one typescript page of notes on history taken down in 1942 by 
T. D. Ramsay, Addtl Native. Commissioner, (4) a page and1 a half of 
typescript entitled "Historical Notes on Mamathola's tribe" by Adv. 
J. D. Krige, being information obtained in June 1937. (5) a type­
script of 8 pages by U. N. S. Ragoboya entitled "Sethsaba sa xa 
Letswalo la Mmatau a Maxase" in my office (No. 8/26 307). (6) a 
short history in MS in my office (8/63 399). (7) J. D. Krige "Tra­
ditional origins and tribal relationships of the Sotho of the Northern 
Transvaal" in Bantu Studies vol. XI 342-4. (8) F. Kruger "Ueber­
lieferungen der Letsoalo" in Mitteilungen der Ausland-Hochschule an 
cler Universitat Berlin vol. XXXIX 176-183. (9) C. Hoffmann "Am Hofe 
der BLiffel, Schilderungen aus dem Leben einer afrikanischen FLirsten­
familie in Transvaal " Berlin 1909. (10) C. Hoffmann " Sotho-Texte 
aus elem Holzbuschgebirge in Transvaal" in Zeitschrift fiir Einge­
borenen-Sprachen passim in vols. 18 to 28, as indicated in footnotes 
above. (11) H. Raddatz, "Das Kaffen!land des Untern Olifant" 
Petermanns Geo. Mitt. 32 1886 PP.· 52-55. 

36 I have not attempted to utilise every item of information men­
tioned in these sources. The reconstruction of past movements and 
events fron1 oral traditions is a thorny task. An array of versions like 
the above, collected at considerable intervals, complicates it in many 
ways. The time for the further collection of dependable statements 
will soon be past. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS 

ETHNOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS 
No. 11 

The Bathlabine of Moxoboya 
by N. f. van W armelo 

Government Ethnologist 
1944 

1 District: T zaneen, Transvaal. 
2 Numbers and distribution: In reserve 1,338 taxpayers, on Trust 
land in Leydsclorp area 1 ~ 8 taxpayers, total 1,456 taxpayers . 
. 3 Names of tribe: Batizahine or Bathlabine, Ba xa Moxoboya, or 
Vhabeli (Bapedi), whence a chief is honoured by addressing him as 
A1orena Mbeli! 

4 Totem: They bina (have as totem) noko "porcupine", which 
they do not eat. They are therefore sometimes referred to as Dinoko 
porcupines. 

5 Language: A localised dialect of Sotho, now being influenced 
by contacts and education. They call it J;hetlzabine. It is similar to 
the speech of the other tribes living along the foothills right down to 
Phalaborwa, and is characterised, among other things, by the as 
equivalent for se of Sotho. 

6 Chief: WILLIAM MOT ATO appointed 30th Sept. 1930 as 
regent, see § 21. 

7 Skeleton genealogy of chiefs: 

I 'J:'HERURUB£L£ 

I 
II MOKXADIALOTE f 

I 
III SEFELELE 

I 
IV SEKXOBE 

I 
V LETSOLO 

I 
VI LESETSA 

I 
I I 

VII RAMOBA (mp!zato: Madikwa) Tau 

___ !~---------~ 
I I 

VIII MALESELA (mphato: Maswcne) Motato 
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History and genealog·ies of chiefs: 
8 The first chief still remembered was JHERURUBELE or 
SERURUBELE, whose seret6 is: 

Serurubele sa lesak6 
Ke fofa le mabala a-ka 

"Butterfly of the country, 
I fly with my variegated colours " 

He originally came from a country called Dzware, whence a chief may 
still be praised with the honorific Modzware. This country had a 
large mountain in it, but otherwise they remember nothing about it, 
not even the direction in which it lies. 

9 Migrating from this country, SERURUB1::L£ first settled at 
Molabone, on the slope across the valley, opposite the present head 
kraal. He found the Ba xa Sebela already in occupation on the 
Ngwabitsi, as an imh;pendent tribe. That river became the boundary 
between them. They are now under Maake. From Molabone 
SERURUBELE moved to 'j'fzerare or Serare, which is now in Maake's 
Location, and there he died. He. left a daughter MOKXADIALOTE 
and a son Peu. As he had favoured the former and given her the rain­
making medicines and paraphernalia, they fell out and Peu was 
beaten and had to flee. MOKXADJALOTE became the chieftainess. 
Nothing is knmvn about her successor III SEFELELE except that his 
mother was a N gwana-Phalarze, i.e. a daughter of that clan. His 
wife was a Ngwana-Ramociike, and bore him his successor IV 
SEKXOBE, who, like his predecessors, lived at Therare. His tribal 
wife was a Ngwana-Phalane who bore him a son Lf:TSOLO, and 
probably by other wives, he also begat Ramatladi, Thibolle, and 
ft!lath/616. 

10 A member of the chief's family killed a Ven0a man who was 
living with the Ba xa Masoma, ,who were tributary to A1oxob6ya. 
When the Masoma people got no satisfaction from the chief, they 
appealed to Maxakala and together with men from the latter tribe 
killed SEKXOBE. He was succeeded by his son V LETSOLO, who 

/ 
was subsequently killed by these same enemies of his father. 

11 LETSOLO, wife and issue: 
Ng w a n a - R a 111 o d i k e, da. of a member of the Ramodike clan, 

from which it was permissible for the chief to get a tribal 
wife, if there was 110 suitable. girl amongst the Phalane. 

a LESETsA m 
b some sisters, not reu~cmbered 

12 LETSOLO was succeeded by his son VII LESET$A, under whom 
part of the tribe fled from the danger and settled at Mphanama in 
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Sekukuniland for two or three years. Then they returned and settled 
at Kwatapanc in the territory of the Letswa/6 chief Podile, who sum­
moned help from Mamabolo to help LESETSA and his people to drive 
out the Ba xa Masoma so that they could re-occupy their old home 
under Mamotswiri mountain. 

13 LESETSA established himself at Dz/zade (Tsate), some distance 
west from the present mosata, but according to more reliable authority 
at Sexabeng, and subsequently at Mesorong. Here LESETSA was 
killed by Swazi raiders. These were mistaken for Shangaans who 
meant no harm and so were allowed to approach. They found tl!e 
men all drunk and killed many people. Subsequently the men of 
Moxob/Jya took part, together with numerous other Lowveld tribes, 
in the waylaying and massacre of the Swazi who had gone up to 
Zoutpansberg and were on their way back through the flat country. 

14 LESETSA, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 

Ma /z II me @ N gwana-Ramodike i.e. a da. of the Ramodikie clan 
of the tribe 

a RAMOBA m 
b Tau m 
C Mmarou f me.I one of the Ba xa Ntwampe 
ct Mmakoto f md ibidem 

2 Ng w a n a - S e k 6 k o t a , a clan of the tribe 
a Sepodyana f md Tseke a local commoner 
b Mat/zaa f md Malfwpai hapana a tribesman 
C P!zontsi m 
d Matala f md Modupi, a local headman 

3 Maris an c da. of the Molenzane clan of the tribe 
a Sedyabaledi f me! lvloswele a local commoner 
b Mok!zidipi f me! Kudumela a petty headman in the tribe 

4 M m a n k /z a den e da. of Mat!zexere, i1 member of the royal family 
a Mogome f md Mosekaleme, a local commoner 

5 111 m a p i 'ts i @ N gwana-M anamcra, a clan of the tribe 
a Moxoboya m 

b N gaka f md Ntsakane, a local commoner 
c Mothaxo f md Makokode/a a local commoner 
d Se.t;tsa f md Moxoru, a~ commoner of the clan Ba xa Sellane. 

15 LESETSA was succeeded by his son VII RAMOBA. It was 
during his reign that the Nkuna Shangaans came and settled in these 
parts at Dzlzikone near the dip, or Thsaxone beyond. They passed on 
and settled further north, then returned and lived at TSOLOBOLO's, 
and finally settled where they are now, in Mulzlava·s locatior:. 
RAMOBA is also said to have introduced the dikonzana sacred drums 
from Phalaborwa. Those being used at present were carved by one 
Manake. 
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16 RAMOBA lived all his life at Dzhade, where his ancestors had 

Jived before him, and died there, after the Boer War and shortly bcfo1e 

the great rain that washed down the mountain slopes. 

17 RAMOBA, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 

1 no details remembered 
2 M a k h e o lo n i da. of Moxale, a local headman 

a Mosike f md Setemere of the Sekokota clan. of commoners, lakr 
she was taken by his father 

b Gonyo.Pe m 
c Mamotlzamane f md a member of Peu clan of headmen 

3 Bo r 6 k 6 da. of the Plzalane clan which traditionally provides the 

tribal wife 
a MALESELE m 
b Mmute 111 

c Bodile m died young 
d Moklzoko @ Matsikinyane m 
e MOTATO @ WILLIAM m present regent. (At the enquiry of 

29/4/30 it emerged that this man is actually the son of Dau 
who acted as regent for MALESELA.) 

4 M m as 6 g 6 da. of headman Masibela 
a Tlzati 111 

b Mamplzaxo f md Jeremiah Sebele a local commoner 
c Mangakane f md Isaac Botopela, a local commoner 
d Masabane f md Motadi of the Peu clan 

5 111 o l e m e da. of Diala, a headman 
a Mat!zukwane f died unmarried 

6 M m a s 6 m a da. of Xaf ana, a headman 
a Mamokebe m 
b Mmakole f md Thabe Matlzsi?dela, a clan of commoners 
c Mosiko m 
d Mafefe m 

7 Moron g we da. of Mokwane a mokxomana of MAFEFE's 
a Mantsana f md Seklzwabela, a local commoner 
b Mankele m 
c Sek!zail'e m 

18 RAMOBA had had a girl betrothed to him, named Masalathabeng, 
the daughter of Nakedi, a commoner of xa Rakxwale. However, 
RAMOBA died before he could marry her. This girl was seduced 
whilst still with her father, and the culprit was fined. Then she 
was brought to be married, and her child was born here. This happen­
ed during · the rule of Dau, who acted as regent for MALESELA for 
five years or more. Masaf·atlzabeng was given no hut of her own until 

some years after the birth of her ffrst child, the result of her seduction. 
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This child was named Charles Solomon. All this needs to be detailed 
here because in 1930, after the death of MALESELA, Charles Solomon 
claimed the regency on the grounds that he was a son, according to 
law, of RAMOBA. 

19 After the death of RAMOBA, his younger brother Tau acted for 
his minor son for a number of years. When MALESELA became 
chief, he moved to immediately below the present mosata, but later 
built a little higher up, first at Mosoroni, then at xa Masipela, both a 
little above the present head kraal. At the latter place MALESELA 
died on 30/3/1930. 

20 MALESELA, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 
M ma m a k i r i da. of Sape, a sub-headman 

a Lesike f md a commoner of the Botopela clan 
b Mmakoto f md Sedzwia Mangena, a commoner 

2 Moth al a da. of ',!-'hogwe, formerly a sub-headman 
a Manyat/ze f md Masile Ramailc, who are now under MAAKE 
b Mangwedi f md William Masilwane 
c Motfzathexo f md Mmaphal·a, a headman 
d Motsane f md Khalakase Moxale, local headmen 
e Godosane m 

3 M 111 at /z a k a da. of Masipela, a local headman 
a Moxoto m 
b Matapa f md died unmarried 
c ? f died young 

4 M 111 a k 6 m a da. of Raklzwale clan of commoners 
a Jam~s @ Ledikwa m 
b Ra111ape m 

5 Mm ad i k h 6 le da. of Liesailane, local commoners 
a Let/zsona m 

6 M 111 a p u la da. of Rakxwale, a commoner 
·a Mmagole f md Masopha, a local headman 
b Belabela m 

7 Mm a 111 o k h o d a da. of Rakhw_ale, a local commoner 
a Maee f ran away with a Blantyre native because her mother 

had gone away in 1932 when Charles Solomon left the tribe. 
b Maruta m 

21 At the time of MALESELA' s death in 1930, a girl named 
Matsape, daughter ot Sef api Plzalane, a malome of the royal family, 
was betrothed to bg the tribal candle of MALESELA, but she had not 
yet been beka'd (brought to her husband). No one disputed the fact 
that she, as tribal candle, should become the mother of the future 
chief, but there were two factions which differed over the matter of the 
regency. After several departmental enquiries the claims of Charles 
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Solomon, already alluded to, were dismissed, and in 1930 William 
J\1otato was recognised as regent and proper person to cohabit with 
Matsape in order to raise up an heir to the deceased MALESi:L.41). 
This regent, Motato, built his own village, which is now the head 
kraal. Charles Solomon and some adherents left the tribe. 

Circumcision regimen ts: 

22 The age-grades ( mephato) and their kaders are remembered as 
follows: 
Mathamaxa 
J1anala 
Mapulana 
J;Jatadi 
.'v!atcbele 
.Waswene 
Melau before Boer \Var 
.Wannkwe 1906 
.l1angana 1911 
,Wanala 
.Hadikwa 
J1aputana 1939 

.Hatadi 1942 

11:iscellaneous: 

Dau son of LESETsA 
Maphap!za, son of Nt!zapenc 
Thakisi, son of LESETsA 
MALESELA 
Mmutc, son of RAMoBA 
Aiatsikinyane, son of RAhIOBA 
WILLIAM MOTATO, son of RAMuB.-1 
Charles Solomon, son of RAMOIJ/i's \Vife 
James @ Ledikwa 
Damane, son of regent WILLIAM 

MOTATO 
Dau, son of regent WILLIAM MOTA.TO 

23 The chiefs have. not been in the habit of marrying the daughters 
of other chiefs, nor of giving their daughters to other chiefs. Com­
moners on the other hand intermarry especially with their neighbours, 
Maake's people and with Lctswalo and other Sotho, but not with the 
Nkuna or other Tsonga, because they find their customs too dissimilar. 

24 A famine known as ·tfala ya Makatikclc is still remembered 
amongst them, it was perhaps that of 1882. It is so called after a 
place near Marabast.ad where supplies were obtained at the time. 

25 Sources of information: The above information was largely ob­
tained at the mosata from the regent and his old men in July 1942. 
Some items apparently forgotten by the present generation were taken 
from a MS in my office, written by a member of the tribe ( No. 8/51 
181). ]'his tribe is also referred to in J. D. Krige "Traditional origins 
and tribal relationships of the Sotho of the Northern Transvaal " 
Bantu Studies XI 4 344-5. 

1
) an heir named Ramoba. was born, but died at the age of eight on 

11th Dec. 1939. 
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The Bakoni ba Maake 
by N. J. l'Gn W armelo 

Government Ethnologist 
1944 

l District: Tzaneen, Transvaal. 

2 Numbers and distribution: In reserve 77 4 taxpayers, on Trust 
land in Leydsdorp area 518 taxpayers, on European owned land in 
leydsdorp area 377 taxpayers, total 1,669 taxpayers. 

3 Names of tribe: Bakhaha, Bakoni, or Ba xa Maake. 

4 Totem: They bin a ( have as totem) plwllzi the duiker. Some in-
formants say klwlza means kxabo "monkey" -and that this is also 
their totem. Other informants seem doubtful. In most Sotho dialects 
kxaxa is. of course synonymous with kxwara " armadillo " 

5 Language: a local variant of Sotho, peculiar to this part of the 
Low veld and shared with the neighbouring tribes further east. It is 
characterised, amongst other features, by the for Sotho se. 

6 Chieftainess: MAALE, known at home as JHEBOYE, appointed 
28 Oct. 1931. 

7 Skeleton genealogy of chiefs: 

I MONYEWEDE (m) 

II MAAKE (m) 
I _I___ I 

Ill AJAALE (f) JV .HMAKHOf)O (f) x MOLAMOMOSO 
I I (chief of 
\ I Maxakala's) 

i I I 

V1 NGAT A @ VII /1.JIAPONVE (m) j 

SEPE.KE (m) V NJOKWANE (m) 
----~! __________ _ 
I . I 

VIII MAALE (f) Lebits6 ( m) 
:1927 

I 
Mmaplzai (111) 

Capitals denote chiefs or chieftainesses. The roman figures in­
dicate the order in which they ruled. 
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History and g·enealogy of chiefs: 
8 The origin of these people is in Bokoni, which is believed by them· 
to be Swaziland. A genealogy recorded in• unprinted official papers 
mentions, as the first three chiefs, MOKONI, MAMPURU and 
MABOAKUDISA, none of which are even remembered by my inform­
ants. The fourth is given as MALOBE, which they recognise as the 
name of an early chief, because it occurs in the ancient direlo praise 
poems. 

9 The first chief remembered by the informants was I 
MONYEWEDE. It is not known where he was born. Under his 
leadership th~y seem to have trekked through Sekukuniland, because 
they encountered the Ba xa Sejaphala, a people who knew no fire, on 
the Leolo mountains but near the Lepelle (Olifant). These folk they 
overcame with fire. 

10 When sti_H near the Olifant, a section of the tribe broke off, for 
no known reason, and migrated to near Chunespoort, becoming in 
course of time the Bakxaxa of Mplzalzlele. No details are remembered. 

--, 
11 From the Olifant the tribe moved to ,Seribane, a hill held sacred 
to the ancestor spirits, on the banks of the Mola1e, a tributary of the 
Salade, on Rooiwater 276, west of Cottondale. There they found 
Babinva, who had come from the North, in occupation and subjected 
them1

). 

12 MONYEWE:pE died at J'fzcribane, and was succeeded by his so11 
II MAAKE who also lived and died there. He is believed to have 
fought raiding Swazis. 

13 According to the official somce already mentioned, the Pedi chief 
SEKWATI was accompanied by iv!AAKE ,on his flight to the North, 
leaving his three brothers Kxako, JHaboalala and Malexodi in charge 
of the tribe. On his return Kxako refused to hand over the chieftain­
ship and a battle ensued in which MAAKE was defeated. He fled to 
LEXADIMANE chief of the Mafef~tribe, and with his aid defeated 
Kxako, who was ki.lled together with his brother Maboalala, whilst 
Malexodi escaped to Modjadji's. MAAKE thus regained the chieftain­
ship, and gave his daughter MMAKHO:pO to LEXADIMANE in token 

1
) According to an informant claiming to be of these people, the 

Babirwa, whose chief was Ngw,ak6, gave a girl to the invading chief in 
token of submission and her son became the next chief. This informa­
tion, when tendered, was rudely rejected by the informants of the royal 
family, as might be expected. There is no means of testing its 
accuracy. The name Ngwak6 was unknown _except to this Mmirwa 
informant. It occurs however, in an incorrect spelling, in the genealogy 
referred to above. 
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of homage. She bore him MOKWANE @ RAMOSABA. The infor­
mation contained in this paragraph was quite unknown to my inform­
ants. Having been collected many years ago, it probably 'is sub-­
stantially correct, but I have no means of testing the truth of it. 

1--1 This is also the place to quote the following passage:-'---

Les Ba-Kaha ont surtout garde le souvenir d'une horde cl'an­
thropophages appelcs Ma-Khema qui, il y a environ soixantedix ans, 
repandirent la terreur clans le pays. Ccux-ci ha!Jitaient dans Jes 
montagnes du district de Lydenburg, non loin de l'Olifant. Quoiquc 
cinq ou six fois _plus nombreux que leurs adversaires, Jes Ba-Kaha 
n·essayerent pas meme de leur resister; saisis de crainte, ils prirent 
la tuite et a]lerent chercher un refuge sur Jes rives du Limpopo, a 
quatre ou cinq cents kilometres de distance. !ls furent bien accueillis 
par !es Ba-Nkouna qui ]cs nourrirent pendant deux ans et ne Jes 
laisserent manquer de rien. On parle encore des quantites enormes de 
:10urriture qu'on leur servait. Apprenant que !es Ma-Khema etaicnt 
partis, Jes Ba,..Kaha revinrent clans leur pays qu'ils trouverent devaste 
et inculte. ( E. Thomas " Le Bokaha elc. ·, Bulletin de la Soc. 
neuchateloise de Geographic VIII p. 160.) 

15 iv!AAKE's wives and issue are not remembered except: 

a III MAALE f 

b IV MMAKH0~)0 f md .'v!OLAMOMOSO chief of Maxakala 

16 MAAKE was succeeded by his daughter III MAALE for no reason 
that can be ascertained, except that perhaps there were no male heirs. 
MAALE ce>ntinued to live at Seribane until attacked by raiding Swazi. 
She fled to Thobolo, an area on or around Worcester 233 north-east 
of Modjadji's location. After a short sojourn at Tlzobo/6, the tribe 
moved to 'J'he'rare or Serare, a little hill in the east of the present 
locat1on on the farm Marobonye (Marabona 250). 

17 They found the Bathabine of Moxoboya in occupation and liv~d 
on good terms with them, which probably means that they acknow­
ledged them as more than their equals, because they presented 
Mmaklzo~o, a giri of the. royal family, to them. Afterwards MAALE 
and her tribe moved away again to the Moxabe, a spruit below the 
kop in the east of their present location. Very few dated events of 
the past century are known to these people and chronology is difficult. 
The oldest informants are sure that MAALE reigned at the time of 
the war of P6robor6 i.e. President Burger's campaign against 
SEKHUKHUNE in 1876. 1v/AALE died :i.t her mosata last named. 
As a chieftainess sl!c had no recognised husband. She had a daughter 
named Mmama!o who died as a child. She had wives of course, but 
I was only fold the following names: 
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Mola b o sane, chief wife of iWAALE, her. isst1e: 
a VI NGATA @ SEP£K£ 111 

b Pili m 
c VII MAPONYE m 

18 The history of S'£kororo's tribe records that their chief 
TJMAiHOXOLO's wife No. 4 named Mo1fwxo was a daughter of 
MAALE, but at Maake's she is not remembered, though the possibility 
is not denied. 

19 After MAALE's demise, the tribe approached MOLAMOMOSO, 
the chief of Mafefe's tribe and husband of MAALE'~ younger sister 
MMAKHOIYO, to allow the latter to come back and act as regent for 
NGATA. He acceded to this n,quest, and so i\lIMAKHOT}O became 
chieftainess. She brought with her her only son iWOKW ANE who 
actually ruled for her. Chieftainess IV Mi\lIAKHOl)O ruled at 
Mafa/eni, an area soulh of the high mountain on Tours 162. She ruled 
for many years, or her son did, for apparently V MOKWANE continued 
to rule on behalf of his young maternal uncle NGATA even after his 
mother's death. It was during his reign that men of MAAKE's tribe 
joined the tribes of Maxakalcz2) ,JHolepo and others in a combined on­
slaught on t1he Ndebele chieftainess 1vIMATH$JPJ at Marabastad and 
were . repulsed with spectacular losses, several chiefs being killed. 
Only after MOKW AN E's death was the chieftainship assumed in 
1890-1 by VI NGATA or SEPEKE3

). He also built himself a mosate 
under Marobonye mountain on Sedan 157. 

20 NGATA @ SEP.EKE, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 
Mm at a pal a da. of Moklzokoni wa xa 1Waxoro, of the Letswalo 

tribe and his wife Mmaphete. Mmatapala was a cross-cousin 
of her husband. 

a Mmaklzo~lo f rnd Ameko wa xa Sekhwela a tribesman 
b Saplwle f dd unmarried 
c Mmatsie f rnd Mmatsileng wa xa Mmakhoba, a !,ranch of the 

royal family 
d Ani f md Ngate @, Thepudi of the royal family 

2
) like most of the neighbouring tribes, the Khalza were in awe of the 

Maxakala people and recognised Sek!wkhune because they could not 
resist his periodic depredations. 

Secoucouni etait, jusqu'en 1880, un de leurs plus grands chefs 
(sc. of the Pedi). Son autorite s'exen;ait jusqu'au Bokaha et meme 
plus au Nord. Il envoyait de temps en temps une troupe de guerriers 
lever le tribut qui consistait surtout en bctail. C'etait plutot une bancie 
de pillards que des percepteurs d'impot. (E. Thomas "Le Bokaha etc." 
Bull. Soc. neuchateloise de Geographic VIII p. 159.) 
3

) He was thought to be forty years old when the Locations Commis­
sion saw him on 4 Oct. 1906. 
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2 Mm al at /z a cla. of Manyaxanyaxa wa xa Maxoro, of same family 
under 1 but the fathers were not closely related. This woman 
was the principal wife. 

a THEBOYE @ MAALE f 
b Lebits6 @ Popolo m died Mar. 1927 
c Jlzeb6b6 or Sep6po f md Alfred Maake, a son of Klza,ge, of the 

royal family 
d Sea1lz11di @ Sebatahane @ Mmaphai m, a young man twelve 

years old in 1927 
3 Mo k lz at s a 11 e cla. of Lebidike wa xa Mokh6moi'e of the. royal 

family 
a Ngaka f md Nt,etetsi wa xa Mmota, whom she left for Mapan·ta 

wa xa Malatsi, a tribesman 
b Rabonama m 
c Pheretha m 
d Maklzaphole 111 dead 
e Nt!zsak/ze f md Mankwana wa xa Matlala, a tribesman 

4 Sep 6 p 6 da. of Maklzapene Popole wa xa Maake and sister of 
William Maake. She was married with cattle received for 
daughters of iv!OKW ANE, and was not, therefore, strictly 
speaking, NOATA's wife 

a Mokebisi m 
b Lek!zale f md Manfscbe wa xa Sai, of this tribe 
c Mmatlzwai m 
d Mmak/ze:si f me! Klzasane Mataitsi, a tribesman living elsewhere. 
e Popotan,e f me! Mak/zanakathona wa xa Monyela, a tribesman 
f Mmapula f still unmarried 

5 Ma 11 to da. of Marapo wa xa Mangena, a tribesman 
a Masekela 111 

b Mmaselekudi f md Jane wa xa 1v!af okwana, a tribesman 
c Mmabora f md Jane Mafemanl[!, a tribesman 
d Mmaklzo~lo f md Bethuel wa xa Matlala, a tribesman 
e Ledikwa m 

6 Mm a ~le be .da of Sebaraboi wa xa Serodo, a tribesman 
a Thaxo f md Moroko/6 wa xa Moaxe, a tribesman 
b Makhwatso f unmarried 

7 Mm a b 6 d 6 da. of ? wa xa Mailole, a tribesman 
a Morata f md Mosaba wa xa Mampa, a tribesman 

21 After the death of VI NOATA on 12 December, 1911, his younger 
brother VII MAPONYE was made a regent for the deceased's son 
Lebifso•) who was a minor, and died .whilst still at school at 
Mamabol6's in 1927. 

4
) named as his successor by NOATA on his death bed, in the presence 

of the Nkuna chief MUHLAV A and a number of prominent men of Ute 
tribe. 
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22 The fact that Lebils6 was considered Jhe heir apparent, thcugh 
his elder sister was the first chilci of the tribal wife, shows that this 
tribe does not regard female chiefs with any special favour. The 
presence of a preponderance of male chiefs in the genealogy points 
in the same direction. Is is more likely that females are only accepted 
when no males are available, but that perhaps the prestige of the queen 
;'vlodjadji further· north helped to overcome the common prejudice 
against female chiefs. After . the death of the heir apparent, 
MAPONYE continued to rule until his demise on 14th January, 1928., 

23 It is alleged that William Maake, brother of NGATA's wife No. 4 
Sep6p6, managed to get himself appointed as regent by means I p~efer 
not to describe, without the knowledge or approval of the tribe. He 
was appointed on 17th January, 1928. On 30th August, 1928, at an 
enormous gathering attended by over a thousand natives, NGATA"s 
daughter VIII MAALE or THEBOYE was pointed out to the ;-,"ative 
Commissioner as being the proper person to succeed. But she pro­
tested, " I am not the chieftainess. I do not 'Want to be chieftair.ess. 
The chief is Mmaphai (her younger full brother, then a boy of about 
nine, sitting next to Iler). I have a husband .already:;). When I have 
children they will fight with Mmaphai ". The tribe decided M,AALE 
was to act as regent until Mmaphai became of age. Chieftainess 
MAALE was appointed 28th October, 1931. As her mphato is· 
Mana/a, she was probably born about 1900. She still rules today, 
though it seems she is not much more than a figurehead. 

24 Circumcision regiments: These recur in a cycle of nine names, 
as follows. I have not been able to ascertain even approximate dates 
for earlier circumcision lodges. 

Mphato Bodika Boxwcra Kxorak.rolo 

Makwa 1877? NGATA 
Madima 1883? MAPONYE 
Matebele 1890? 
Melau ca. 1897 
Matalerwa 1905 1906 Mathokwe son of Mabuse, a 

headman 
Manala 1911 1913 Rabonama son 3b of 

NGATA 

5
) quoted from official record of the proceedings. Fourteen years later 

all the informants of the royal family, not excluding the chieftainess 
herself, strenuously denied that she had ever been married. Such is 
the deception or selfdeception practised in matters of this kind. The 
t~xt in C.,, Hoffmann's "Sotho-Texte aus dem Holzbuschgebirge in 
1 i:a~s~aal (ZfES 28 2 132 1938) also concerns the present 
ch1eftamess, but not all the facts are correct. 
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Mathamaxa. 1918 1920 Lebit.~o son 2b of NGATA 
Madikw.a 1925 1927 sea1lwdi son 2d of NGATA 
Dithamaxa 1929 1930 Mikia son of MAPONYE 
Ma!:wa 1934 1935 Ledikwa son Se of NGATA 
Ma::.ima 1942 1944 klasakhela son of 

lHAPONYE 

25 :--ources of information: The above information was almost all 
give7 me in June, 1944, by great men of the tribe and old men and 
wonen convened for the purpose. The people were still smarting from 
the .:-lose attention given them by the police some months previously 
for :1e murder of a constable in the location, and this may have had 
some effect on the information supplied. But quite obviously the time 
for ;,c:tting information about the earlier history of this tribe is past. 
No ::c:rsons of any considerable age are left A paper by a well known 
inve's~igator in Bantu Studies 8, 4 contains data not reproduced here 
anc'. ·:ell worth close study. Other sources are C. Hoffmann " Sotho­
Texie aus elem Holzbuschgebirge in Transvaal" ZfES 1938 28 2 133; 
TraJ1s\·aal Native Affairs Department "Short history of the native 
tribss of the Transvaal" Pretoria 1905; H. A. Junod'" La seconde 
cco:s Je circoncision chez Jes Ba-Khaha du nord du Transvaal;, JRAI 
59, • 929; J. D. Krige "Traditional origins and tribal relationships of 
the S ,tho of the Northern Transvaal " Bantu Studies 11 4 1937; E. 
Tho~1 as " Le Bokaha etc." Bull. Soc, neuchateloise de Geographie 
VIP; and some official correspondence. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS 

ETHNOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS 
' No. 13 

The Banarene of Sekororo 
by N. ]. van Warmelo 

Government Ethnologist 
1944 

1 District: Leydsdorp, Transvaal. 

2 Numbers and distribution: in reserve 922 taxpayers, on Euro-
pean owned land 816 taxpayers, total 1,738 taxpayers. 

;3 Names of tribe: Banarcne, Ba Malzlo, Ba xa Sek6r6r6. 

4 Totem: they bina (have as totem) narc buffalo or kxomo bovine. 

Their moan<, ( oath) is Maripela . 

. ·:i Language: They speak a form of Sotho only found in this part 
of the Lowveld, and not used in writing. Sotho who live elsewhere 
refer to it somewhat contemptuously as Seroka, the language of the 
Baroka "people of the East'', which includes all the tribes in the 
vicinity right up to Phalaborwa1

). 

•6 Chief: MATHSANGWANE .@' SEKORORO, born 1920, appoint-
,ed 8th January, 1943. 

1
) besides having dentals for laterals, as is common in most of the 

Sotho dialects of the extreme north, this speech also has the for 
ordinary Sotho se, e.g. tlzelo "thing", which is as interesting to find 
in South Africa as is the klze of Lobedu, showing how the palatal 
qualities of i can turn a velar into an interdental. There is a little 
.about this dialect in Tucker, A. N. " Some little known dialects of 
Sepedi" Mitt. Sem. orient. Spr. Berlin, vol. 35 1932 p. 133. 
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7 Skeleton genealogy of chiefs: 

I RAMAHLO 
! 

II THUBISANE 
I 

III RAM ASE TE 
I 

IV AIALOBANE 
l 

V iHATHSANGWANE 
I 

I • 
VI T/MAlHOXOLO @ SEKOR(>RO 

I~~~ 
I 

VII -MASEKANE 
I 

VIII SEKXALABYANE 
I 

IX MATHSANGWANE 

History and genealogies of chiefs: 

' I 
Lepono 

I 
Theaxodwe f 
A I ~ 

I 
Kxwacliyamotse 

8 Originally the tribe came to its present haunts from the direction 
of Bokone, i.e. the south-east, but they are not themselves of Kone 
ong1n. It is useful to hear what others have to say on this point. 
The account of old Mmatlana, petty chief on Putney in the East Leolc 
area, Sekukuniland, whom I interviewed in 1938 when he was between 
95 and 97, is probably more to be relied on, as he was a whole 
generation older than any other informdnt I ever hac!, and besides a 
very clear-headed old man. His account is to be found in No. 14 of 
this series. 

9 After migrating from the direction of Bokone, the tribe first 
settled at Thukatse, a hill on the Selati Ranch. Their first 
chief I RAMAHLO lived and probably died there. He was 
~ucceeded by II THUR/SANE, "vho is declared by the majority of 
informants to have been his son, hut by some others to have _been a 
w,oman. Considering. the likelihood of such a fact being forgotten, 
th'e presumption is that it is correct. This chief or chieftainess lived 
on the Sedu'fswana River, on Alsace 187 and Carlsruhe 334, and died 
there. The next chief was III RAMASETE who lived on the Seroxwe 
River, on Toul 181 and partly on Lorraine 183, until he died. His 
successor was IV MALOBANE, who continued to live there, and was 
succeeded by V MATHSA.VOWANE, who lived a't Lephatsi, a hill 
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ca·rying the corner beacon of Toul 181, Balloo1i 186, and Lorraine 
1 B3. He died there. 

rn Nothing is known about chiefs' wives and issue until: 
M,J, THSANGWANE, whose wives and issue were: 
?'. .V g wan a - Tap a, da. of a member of the royal family 

?_a VI TIMAMOXOLO @ SEKORORO m 
?~ '.:J not remembered 

?a Theaxo0we or Seaxollwe f md Leruma, and bore hirn a 
daughter Moratekxomo, who was· the mother of 
Kxwadiyamotse, an important man in the tribe in the time of 
VII MASEKANE. 

ll Nothing is known about events in MATHSANGWANE's reign. 
l1",c"r his death he was succeeded by his son VI TIMAMOXOLO who· 
n- ~cl at Mohlapudi, the valley of the Moswaswa spruit on Balloon 
1 ~'. Whilst living there they were raided by the Swazi, but as they 
h2. the high mountains immediately behind them, they found safe 
s?~:tuary there, and did not suffer much. TIMAMOXOLO had 
a::c:ady been chief for a number of years when this happened. After-­
wc:·ds he left there and settled on the Sexorwana, a spruit on Balloon 
l 8•',. and a tributary of the Mak!wjwi or Maklwtswi, and arising on 
tr:~ west side of the crest of Maxokolo mountain which •carries the 
bc·c~·on common to Madeira 2655, Balloon 186 and Moltke 185. After 
a ,ng reign, TIMAMOXOLO eventually died there, shortly after the 
), -:.:lo-Boer war. 

12 During the winter of 1900, MAFEFE, chief of the Ba xa 
M,.,:.wkafa, was attacked by SEKHUKHUNE, at the instigation of his 
at'--:t Ngwana-Molzuba, who claimed the chieftainship for her son 
NT\VAMPE. MAFEFE fled to MAAKE and MUHLAVA, who gave 
hb protection. TIMAMOXOLO was persuaded to join Ngwana­
M,-huba's men in an attack on MAFI~FE, first at lWa!zlarwe, a hill on 
Kc:Jlen 324, and then at MAAKE's but these attacks were repulsed 
a:-:. led to nothing. 

13 TIMAMOXOLO, wives (in order of marriage), and issue. All 
wi. es were married after he had become chief. 

. . J a a Th s id i da. of ? wa xa Morili, not a tribesman 
a Pufane f md ? wa xa Sebeta, commoners of the tribe 

2 L e fa lad i da. of Moaxi, a member of the chief's family 
a MaaMatime f md MAOKENG, the chief of Kxautswana 

· 3 ·.1 a a Dis ex o da. of Monakedi wa xa Tlzobcjane, of 
MAXAKALA's tribe 

a VII .MASEKANE m 
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4 ]'vl o t /z ax o da. of ?vIMALE, chieftainess of the BaKiaxa 
(MAAKE's), her father being of course not known 2

) 

a Sesexo m 
b K xakabafobi m 
c Mapiti m 

5 ,'Hok lz 11 ran e da. of Mmutle ( Mnwte) wa xa Nkwa11a, originally 
from xa Phafo, but now members of the tribe 

a Ngwana-Makhufswe f md Mokxatla, a commoner of 
, MAXAI<ALA's, 

b Sctnxwa or Setahwa (Sedawa in some official correspondence) 
m deceased 

c Ra1ata m not the oldest, but the best informant 
d Motlzaxo f md lv/a1q2tse a commoner of the tribe 

6 Ng w a 11 a I< x a r i da. of 1vlokafofa wa xa Moxale, a familv of 
bakxomana, members of royalty of the tribe 

a Mokxobedi f md Mapili, a commoner from xa Sai who settled 
here 

b Mathulw f md I<hek!zeti i,va xa Mangena, a commoner family 
now on Scheiern 161 under MAAI<E. 

c ,Wpyafe f md Set/alebarwa of the family of MOLETELL the 
Pula11a chief who lived on Glen Lyden 371, Mariepskop 

d Lepo110 m acted for a while for his half-brother's gi·amlson 
MATHSANOWANE 

7 iH p o 11 y a 11 c da. of ? wa xa i'vloaxi, who are bakx6mana of the 
tribe 

a Maatlzswene f md Botyane wa xa Matiwle, a commoner of the 
tribe 

b Maaklzwcle f md Sejanoko, a commoner of unknown family, of 
MAXAI<ALA's 

c Mat/zabe m 
d Tlzetlzwaxae f md Mascfe 1va xa ,Uoaxi; she therefore married 

her maternal cross-cousin 
8 Ma I at s i :la. of LEPATO, chief of the BaPhalabonva at 

MAKHUSANE's 
a Mankutu m 
b Mokhurane f md Kobctse wa xa Madike, who are hakx6mana 

of the tribe 
c Malemeku f md /Hojlzatha wa xa S66koma, local commoners 
d Matatampe m 

9 Ma a Ng w a k o da. of Samph)'a 11:a xa Sodi, a commoner of the 
tribe 

a Lekwapa f md Letadi, a moffoxolo of the chief's family 

2
) the family of the chieftainess ,HAAKE, queshoned in 1944, knew 

nothing about this. 
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I? Maeyana m 
c MaaMab6x6 f md by Nt!zsake, a woman, wa xa Mangena, local 

commoners, and batloxolo of chief's family but now under 

MAAKE 
cl Monyaku f md Matongwana wa xa Masai, commoners of the 

tribe 
10 .Ha a Mok o da. of Matseke, a commoner of the tribe 

a Bafedile f md Setlwdi Molele, a commoner of the tribe 

b Sodi m 
c Morape m 
d Kwalo m relatively young man, ·who supplied names foi' this 

hut 
e Nfsala Ill 

f Marupene m 
g Mokxadi m 

14 After TIMAMOXOLO's death s]Jortly after the Anglo-Boer war, 
he was succeeded by his son VII MASEKANE, who continued to live 
where his father had lived before him, and died there on 20th January, 
1922 .. 

15 !v1ASEKANE, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 
Al a n t e pa da. of Mokwane from xa Maxakala. 

MAAKE's acc. to a letter on the file.) She was 
before her husband's accession 

a Madij6mp6r6 111 He predeceased his father 
b Sek!zoro 111 

c Madubo m 

(From 
married 

d Sesane f md Male[ ofane a son of the chief of Kxcwtswana 
e Mantsopi m 

.2 S 1? k 6 I 6 da. of Tsoxwane a mokxtnnana of the tribe. She was 
married before her husband's accession. 

a Mabekane m died as a young man, predeceasing his father 
b MaaMoreka f died unmarried 
c SEKXALABYANA @ JOI:-{ANNES 111 

3 Ma a S o di da. of Maphamplza, a mokxomana of the tr'ibe 
a Mokxotlzo m 

4 Ma a K x e di da. of Bqritse wa xa Molzlabe, formerly independent 
chiefs. She was married after her husband's accession. 

a Ntif'e f md Moswes1ve, a commoner of the tribe 
b Pheku m 

5 Ma a N ts a na da. of Makxadiamole, a commoner of the tribe 
(but acc. to MaaNtsana in 1924, a follower of MAAKE) 

a Moxoboya f not md 
b Thscte f not md. Only a and h are daughters of MASEKANE 
c Almapula f not md 
d Madisexo f not md 
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16 When MASEKANE died on 20/1/22, the tribe was still on the 
Sexorwana on Balloon. He: was imme(jiately succedcd by his son 
SEKXALABY AN A, who was mentally somewhat less than normal. 
He continued to live there, but his troubles over the succession made 
him remove to Seraxadingwe, as the hifl is called which overlooks the 
present mo.sate on Moltke 185. 

17 When SEKXALABYANE was still a boy, his father was 
apparently urged by the Native Commissioner of the time to have him 
educated, and he accordingly went to school in 1917 and became a 
Christian. Now his father MASEKANE was a leper and it seems 
that his 5th wife MaaNtfona nursed him during the last period of his 
life, for the original tribal wife A1antcpa had died long ago and none 
of the other wives would attend on him. After the ./Chief's death, 
MaaNtfona claimed that during his last illness he had given her the 
sacred rain-making horns and small pot and had taught her how to 
make rain and therefore she should rule the tribe. 

18 A substantial portion of the tribe accepted her statement, probably 
also because they were dubious about t,he rain-making ability of the 
proper heir SEKXALABYANE who was a Christian and had said that 
he could only pray to Ood for rain but not to his ancestors. The head­
man Kxwadiyamotse (father's cross-cousin to SEKXALABYANE, see 
§10), however tried to reassure them by stating t,hat SEKXALABYANE 
had been given the rain medicines and four sacred elephant tusks and 
could make rain, but a considerable number nevertheless wanted 
MaaNtfona to rule the tribe. In spite of SEKXALABYA!VE's being 
recognised by the government, MaaNtsana acted defiantly and collected 
money from her adherents. Several enquiries were held into this 
matter in Septe.mber 1923, in 1924 when she had 202 adh•!rents at a 
meeting, and again in 1934. 

19 In February 1928, the government decided to recognise 
MaaNtsana as a petty chieftainess if her followers purchased half of 
the farm Balloon 186, as they had resolved to do. Most of her people 
were already on this land which they had leased. Lack of money 
prevented purchase. C)n I /5/34 the division of the tribe into 
SEKORORO's section and that under l'v1aaNtsana as a petty 
chieftainess was officially recognised. Being unable to pay off the 
outstanding amount, MaaNtfona's. people finally agreed on 29/1/42 
to the purchase by the Trust of 1100 morgen of their portion of 
Balloon. 

20 MaaNtsana claimed the chieftainship also on the ground that she 
had been the chief wife, a claim that had no foundation whatever. 
She further claimed that the deceased before his death had told her 
he wished her to rule, which was an absurd statement on her part to 
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make. Then the issue was confused by dragging in the sons of 
SEKXALABYANE's elder half-brother Madijomporo, who would have 
become chief if he had not pre-deceased his father. The claims of 
these sons were investigated and found to be quite invalid. So finally 
SEKXALABY ANE was allowed to er.joy his chieftainship in peace, 
.and he died on 25/6/36 according to the records, and on 24/6/36 
according to native informants. 

21 SEKXALABYANA, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 

N k here th en e da. of Kxopane, a nwtloxolo of the royal family, 
and a tribesman. ,She was marri12d before her husband's ac­
cession. 

a IX MATHSANGWANE 111 born 1920 
b iWodimo m 
c Thubisane m 
d MaaMoreka t 
e Motolatsoku @ John m 

2 Ma a I{ 6 ma da. of Lazarus, son of Mokomat1?, a commoner of the 
tribe. She was married before her husband's accession. 

a Makhwatlzene m 
b Motsakwe f not md 

3 N k lz u let en e da. of Kokobetsa, a commoner of the tribe 
a Mabekane m 
b Masa!aaedya f infant 

22 Some weeks prior to his death on 25/6/36, SEKXALABYANA 
had written to the Native Commissioner, Leyclsdorp, ta say that his 
rightful heir was his son MATHSANGWANE. This was subsequently 
found to be so, but as this lad was born in 1920, and still at school in 
Pietersburg, his gmndfather's half-broth<cr Lepono was appointed to 
act for him during his minority. This he did until 8th January 1943, 
when he handed over control to MATHSANGWANE. 

Circumcision regiments: 

23 This tribe has a fairly long interval between circumcisions. Some 
of the dates are still rem12111bered or deducible from other facts. 

Name 

Makxau 
2 Makwa 
3 Mana/a 
4 Madikwa 
5 Makxola 
6 Makwa 

Year of bodikana Leader 

Mat~awela son of Lemma, a mokxomana 
Poi, son of TIMAMOXOLO 
AIASEKANE, son of T!MAMOXOLO 
Setaxwa, son of T!MAMUXOLO 
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7 Makxalwa 1879' Ra[ala Makxopr5 4 ), son of TIMAMOXOLO 

8 Mannkwe 1885'? 1vladijomporo, son of MASEKANE 

9 Me/au 1891? Sckxoro, son of MASEKANE 

10 Matuba 1897 Mabekane, sori of MASEKANE 

1 1 Mangana 1905? !Vlantsopi, son of MASEKANE 

12 Makxau 1914 SEKXALABYANA 

13 Maxasa 1920 Mapampa, son of !Vladijomporo 

14 Ma,nala 1930 /'vlos,esile, son of SEKXALABYANA 

15 Madikwa 1937 MATHSANGWANE, son of 
SEKXALABYANA 

Miscella:neous data: 

24 The comet of 1883 is remembered by a few old men as 
!Vlat!zapolane, but as that year was not marked by any extraordinary 
event, it has no significance in history and seems almost forgotten. 

2:-i The marriage of cross-cousins is rigidly adhere:d to where 
possible, both by chiefs and commoners. A commoner is expected 
to give twelve head of cattle, but not necessarily before marriage. 
Many men take a long time before completing payment. The pay­
ment of a part in sheep or goats is permissible, these being reckoni_;d 
at 5-6 and 8-10 to a beast respectively. 

26 It is apparent that a chief's great wife is likely to be other than 
his first wife. Chiefs have in the past several times taken wives from 
Maxakala's, but there is no rule that these should be the tribal wives. 
The daughters of other chiefs e.g. from Phalaborwa, the Mapulana, 
and Maake's, qre also found amongst the royal wives. The fertility of 
the royal wives at Sekbroro's seems to me above the average. 

27 After having taken down many similar details of chiefs' families 
in various parts of the country, 1 am Jett wit1h some impressions perhaps 
·worth recording, viz. (a) that the wives of big chiefs have less issu~ 
than those of small ones, (b) that chiefs' wives in the early days had 
less issue than in more recent times, ( c) that the greater a 

I 
tribe's 

tribulations, the less the issue of royal wives, and finally ( cl) that even 
amongst non-Christians, the restraints on frequent births seem to have 
lost their force. One now finds women with large families. Natives 
say that in the olden clays a woman was not supposed to have an 
infant until the previous one was about five, when it could run by 
'itself if flight from the enemy was necessary. This, if adhered to, 
must have limited the births per woman very much and the· oldest 

3
) this bodikana was just over when Seklwklwne was taken prisoner 

in November 1879. 
4

) one of the oldest and best informants. 
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genealogies bear it out. What would an oldtimer have said of women 
with seven or more living children? Such a thing was unheard 'Of in 
the good old days. 

28 There can be little doubt that the commoners multiplied their 
numbers as the royal families did, and fr.om these genealogies one 
sees the truth of the statement, made by old natives and Europeans 
alike, that in pre.:European days the tribes were small, and the few 
inhabitants hardly noticeable in the vast space of bush, through which 
oniy narrow footpaths · marked the ancient routes of commerce and 
travel. 

29 That such travel even to comparatively distant tribes did take 
place, ,hough by all accounts not without hazard, is also evident from 
the family names and tribes of the persons named. The very names 
of some of these people are intriguing, and it is interesting to note 
e.g. Kxakabasabi which is ordinarily the name of a bead which is 
supposed to "confuse the wandering pedlars", and even Modimo, 
which must be quite a rare name to give to an ordinary young man. 

30 The tribe of Sek6r6ri5 at present has incorporated with it the 
Mohlabe people, who were an independent tribe till recent times. 
They are originally from Bokone and of Nguni extraction. Having 
migrated to Mphanama in Sekukuniland, they then settled on the 
Steelpoort, and called themselves Ba Tubafse in consequence. Tl'jen 
they moved to Sexodikane ( Penge Mine) and from there to Ntswaneng 
where they still live today i.e. in the eastern part of Sekororo's location 
and on the farms adjoining. I cannot relate their history here, which 
is a long story. Suffice to say that when the first Republican officials 
who taxed these people arrived, the Mohlabe were reluctant to come 
forward and make themselves known as independent. The flogging 
administered to .the Mamelsa chief probably helped to put them in this 
frame of mind. . The result was that they were considered part of 
Sekororo's tribe and have so remained to this day. They still have 
their own hereditary headmen and are, in a way, a foreign body within 
the tribe. 

31 ~ources of information: Most of tile above data were obtained 
at the mosata from the regent Lepono and various old men in July 
1942, those about the Mohlabe from MSS in my office, written by the 
headman Mohlabe. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS 

ETHNOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS 
No. 14 

The Banarene of Mmutlana 
by N. J. van Warmelo 

Government Ethnologist 
1944 

1 These are a small group of people living on farms in the East 
LeoJo· area of Sekukuniland under their petty chief Mmutlana whose 
residence is on Putney 290. I interviewed this man in May 1938, when 
he was between 95 and 97 years of age, and was, in the opinion of 
everybody and especially of himself, by far the oldest living member 
of his family and the best qualified to speak about their origins. As 
the information obtainable from Sekororo's people, from whom these 
are an offshoot, is meagre1

) owing to a lack of really old men, a 
certain interest attaches to what Mnwllana had to say, also for that 
reason. 

2 According to him then, they are Baroka ( a term not used on the 
other side of the mountains where these Baroka actually live), Ba 
Makhutswe or Ba Makororo, but more accurately Banarcnc. because 
their totem is nare buffalo or kxomo bovine. 

3 Originally they came from the north-west, from a place unknown, 
and settled at Klzwadubene, west of the Odi (Crocodile or Limpopo), 
in what they call Bokxalaka"). It is not known where Klzwadubene is, 
and nothing is remembered about events prior to their settling ±here. 
The first chief still remembered, and who lived at Klzivadubene, was 
Tloropyane. 

4 The chiefs of the various Norene branches are named by 
lvlmutlana as follows: 

1
) See No. 13 of this series. 

2
) This latter term is often used in Sekukuniland for the country 

beyond th<:: Chunespoort mountains. In this case, as it is said to be 
north of the Odi, Bechuanaland seems indicated. The· only place I 
know that is tailed Khwadubene is the present location of the 
Bah!l'aduba in Hamanskraal district. 
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Jfo[obane A1othothi 

l I 
.Wmathsaxwane Mphckxele 

I I 
I I 

Sek6r6r6 Madibox6 
l I 
I I 

.Hampe Mnwtlana 
I 

Maudi 
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Tlorop;•ane 
? 

Moxopedi 
I 

I 
Serurubele 

I 
Poctile 

I 
I I 

Seapee Makaipea f 

I 
Moh/ala 

I 
Makiir(Jp(; 

I 
I 

Lesibe f 
I ,~-

I 

MafCfe Hlong 

.) Moxopcdi was born at J{!zwadubenc and left with part of the 
tribe. Nothing is known about the section that remained behind. 
Moxopedi led his. people to Moxodum6 (Chunespoort) and there he 
died. After his death the tribe split up into four sections each· 1ed by 
one of the abovenamed sons. 

6 Malobane wellt to settle on the !vlakhutswe river in the pr,:sent 
location of Seki5r6r6, and his successors in the direct line have remain­
ed there to this day. 

7 Mothothi moved to Lekodiko, which is on the Thlabine river in 
_Moxob6;•a's country and subjected himself to lvloxob6ya. II is son 
;'Hphekxele ruled over his own people subject to Moxob6ya. His son 
Madibox6 predeceased him, leaving a son, the present informant 
Mmtdlana, who was born in lvloxobo)'a's country. Whilst still a young 
man and unmarr'ied, Mmutlana left with many of his people, because 
he could not live in peace with Moxob6;•a. J--Ie trekked to Sekfwkhunc's 
country at the time when that chief was living at lVIosex6, some years 
after Sekwati's death ( 1861). He settled at Tfzapale on Forest Hill 
342. When the Boers under P6r6p6r6 ( President Burgers) attacked 
Sekiwkhune in 1876, !vlmutlana and his people moved to lVIalokela 011 

Putney, where they still live today. 

8 The third son of Moxapcdi was Semrubcle, who went with his 
son people to Narene 3

). He remaine·d independent and was succeeded 
by his son Podile, who also lived and died at Narene. His son Seapec 
did not become chief as he was murdered by his sister !vlakaipca, who 
then ruled tl1e tribe. She was succeeded by another chieftainess viz. 

3
) by this he means the Letswai'<> country above New Agatha, Tzaneen 

district. 
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Mamahlola, and the present chief is Molalatfadi. It is interesting to 
compare this abridged history of the Lefswalo branch with their own 
l!ersion as given in No. 10 of this series. 

·9 The fourth son of Moxopedi was Moh/ala, who led his section 
,of the tribe to Selale, a hill on Elandsfontein 167 which is generally 
known as Matibidi. Molzlala died there: and was succeeded by his son 
Mak6r6p6 who also died there. Under his daughter Lesibe the tribe 
moved to Diphale on Driekop 170 where they were under Sekhukhune·s 
protection. The chieftainess died there, and the succession passed, 
not to her eldest son Mafete, but to his younger brother Hlong. Sub­
sequently Hlong returned to Se/ale witr some of the· people, the rest 
remaining where they are now on Driykop, but under men of no rank 
at all, viz. the present petty chief Malemaiie's father and himself. 

10 The informant Mmutlana l1ames the sequence of meroto or 
mep!zato ( circumcision regiments) known to !um, with their respective 
leaders, as follows. His own is No. 10 Makxola which I calculate 
should he dated about 1854. 

1Wangana Thu/are 
2 Dithswene Malekutu 
3 Mabyana Sekwati 
4 /vlankwe Seraki 
5 Dithaxa Ramokxadi 
6 Makhuklwne Sekhu/.Jwnc 
7 Maxolop{} Sepadi 
8 Mana/a Marnpura 
9 Madikwa Kxoloko 

10 Makxola Kxaxodi 
11 Madisa Mahlaxaume 
12 Makwa Morwamot/zse 
13 Makxalwa Bokxobe/6 
14 Mankwe Kxobalafe 
15 Matuba Sekhuk!zune 
16 Mangana Phatodi 
17 Makxola Kxaxodi 
18 Mang.ana Tlzulare 
19 Mabyana Sekwafi 
20 Masexa Mofodi 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS 

ETHNOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS 
No. 15 

Bakoni 
V 

of Mametsa 
by N. ]. van W armelo 

Government Ethnologist 
1944 

1 District: Leydsdorp, Transvaal. 

2 Numbers and distribution: in reserve 360 taxpayers, on Euro­
pean owned land 185 taxpayers, total 545 taxpayers. 

3 Names of tribe: Bakani, or Ba xa Mametsa or sometimes 
Balaudi which is, however, merely a praise name. 

4 Totem: they bina (have as totem) phuthi "duiker ". 

5 Language: a form of Sotho only slightly different from the Pedi 
of Maxakala's and Sekukuniland, and differing considerably from the 
Roka speech of their neighbours. 

6 Chief: MAATLA @ JOSIA MAMET$A, who assumed the 
regency on 30 Aug. 1927. 

7 Skeleton genealogy of chiefs: 

I 

I MAA1ET$A 
I 

II MADIE 

III MAMET$A 

I 

I 
IV ·MOLOJ 

I 
I 

V MADIE 1830? Makw.ala 
I 

I 
VI MAB/NE 1850? 

I . 
VII SEOPA 1856? 

I 
I 

Madie 1874? 
. I 
VIII SEI<OKO 1886 

I 
IX KXOPONG 1907 

I 
X MAATLA @ JOSIA 1915 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2020



42 

The dates are those when they ,vere circumcised in the bodika, at all 
age of 12-16 years. See § 29 on age-grades at end of this paper. 
The earlier and doubtful dates ant calculated from an average interval 
of 6 to 7 years between the holding of circumcision lodges. 

History of tribe and genealogy of chiefs: 

8 The tribe originally came from Boko11i, that is, from the Nguni­
speaking South-east, and according to some informants, more 
specifically from a place called Mafakalimg beyond Sabie. The tribal 
serelo or praise runs as follows: 

Re t.swa Mmamaxukubye bokanza Tsakwe, 
Bokoni bya manakane bya plzutlzi plwla-paka-malobane, 
Mosexare e Jzlwa e robetse moritlzing. 

"We come from Mmamaxukabye hill overlooking the Ba xa Mohlala, 
From Bokoni of the horns of the duiker that grazes at midnight, 
At midday resting asleep in the shade." 

9 They left Bokoni owing to wars, and under 1WAMETSA, the first 
chief to be remembered, settled at Maepa or Xa Ratsela, an area just 
west of Ohrigstad. MAMETSA died there and was succeeded by his 
son II MADIE, who also lived and died there. Nothing is remember~d 
about his ·wives and issue except that he had three sons, viz: 

a III MAMETSA 111 

b Moloi m 
c Ruke m 

10 After II MAD/E's death, III MAMETSA became chi~f. He led 
the tribe on a fresh migration and settled on the Lepe[le (Olifant) at 
Tswenyan1'.!, a hill on Anlage 491. From here he sent his younger 
brother Moloi north of 1'he mountains to scout for a country to live in. 

11 He discovered what is ndw Strassburg 167 and reported that this 
seemed a good place to setile in. The tribe wished to go there, but 
the chief refused to go just yet, because he had lost some of the 
tloo-marap{j (j ugo beans), that were sacred heirlooms, from the net­
like bag in which they were carried. They had fallen into the grass 
somewhere and he wanted to wait un ti] they had grown, so that he 
could find them and reap them. He told Moloi to go to Strassburg 
and settle, promising to follow when he had reaped the jugo beans. 

12 So Moloi and the bulk of the tribe left and settled on the 
Lerapame, a little stream on Strassburg. This country was unoccupied 
when they arrived. That summer the old chief found to his satisfaction 
that the jugo beans had grown, and promised to come the following 
winter after he had reaped them. That winter the tribe on Strassburg 
wanted to hold a circumcision lodge. The chief refused to come 
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himself to perform the rites but gave perm1ss10n for it to be helu 
without him. When the lodge was ready, Moloi came again to ask 
him to come. So MANlETSA came to Lerapamiq and allowed it 
(fctolela) to begin. After a month they alosa'd and the koma was 
over. MAMETSA now returned to Tswenyane on Anlage to reap his 
jugo beans. Next winter the second part of the circumcision rites 
(boxwcra) had to be held, and at their invitation MAMETSA came to 
Strassburg, but returned to Tswenyane again. 

1:3 Some years later the S.trassburg section under Moloi held a cir­
cumcision lodge without first getting MAMET$A's permission. When 
he arrived he found it just.over. He was very angry and declared they 
wanted to kill him. They tried to pacify him but he would have 
nothing further to do with them and returned to Tsw1inyane. Next 
time Moloi wanted to hold a lodge, he came to his elder brot~er with 
gifts to obtain hit: consent and mend the breach between them. But 
the old man replitd that they had now severed themselves from him. 
"Ke nna wa llokwa lexolo la moraba, ·· he said, " I am the owner of 
the big net used as bag ( for fhe sacred heirlooms)." From this 
originates the name of the tribe he founded (Ba xa Moraba); hence­
forth they were two separate tribes. The Ba xa Moraba live in Pil­
grimsrest district on Nooitgedacht 20, adjoining Anlage, and on 
neighbouring farms. 

14 After the break with III MAMETsA as described, IV MOLOI 
became chief of the tribe that had settled on the LCrapami. He lived 
there until his death. Nothing is remembered about his wives and 
their issue, except that he had, by different wives, three sons, thus: 

1 a V MADIE m 
2 a Pule m 
3 a Makwala m 

1'.} After the death of IV MOLOI, V MADI£ became chief. He con­
tinued to live in the same place. During his reign the Makxema 
cannibals, supposed to be Mapulana, came into the country under their 
chief K xwedi. 1'.he tribe fled before them, and, crossing the Olifant, 
settled at Madikadike, a hill between Zonneschyn 392 and Kromellen­
boog 387, west of the confluence of the Steelpoort and the Olifant. 
There they lived for six years. During these years the Swazi made 
their first and second raids along the escarpment, so the tribe escaped 
these. Finally it was decided to return to the former dwelling site on 
the Lerapame, on Strassburg, and there V MADIE died. 

16 MADIE, wives and issue: 
S e k x e n e da. of ? of the Ba xa Lewela, a section of the tribe 

a VI MAB/NE m 
b VII SEOPA m 
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17 No other names are remembered. After MAD/E's death there was 
a dispute over the succession between VI MAB/NE, the rightful heir, 
and his uncle Makwala, who left with a section of the tribe and settled 
on the unsurveyed crown lands south of the mountains. These people 
are still there, but now form part of the tribe again. MAB/NE and his 
adherents continued to live on Strassburg on a site called Sejabaxwera, 
which is actually a mplwma or pool in the Lefahla stream. Makwala 
pretended to make peace with his nephew, got him to visit him, and 
treacherously shot him with a gun when he was on his way back. 
MAB/NE was stin a young man at the time. He therefore left only a 
1ew children. 

18 MAB/NE, wives (in brder of marriage) and issue: 

Mm a al o kw en g da. of ? of the Ba xa Masumu of Molzlabc's 
tribe1

) 

a Madie m 
b Mmaathobele f md Serile, a rangwane (uncle) of the chief 

Mohlabe 
c VIII SEK6KO m 
d Mmaamokwale f rnd Mphulo of the Ba xa Byang, a section 

of the tribe 

2 Sex 6 mp ya n e da. of a member of the Baxa Maphoru, a section 
of the tribe 

a Kxwana m 
b Mmadibe f md Plzoselane of the Ba xa Kxohlwane, a section 

o'f the tribe 

19 After VI MABINE's death, his younger brother VII SE6PA 
became regent, as the deceased's heir Madie was a minor. Fearing 
that Makwala might make an attempt on Madie's life in order to seize 
the chieftainship of all the tribe, SE6PA took his brother's children 
to their maternal uncle, the Mohlabe chief, in what is now part of 
Sek6r6r6's location. The tribe however remained where it was. After 
some years SEOPA returned with the children. Probably some years 
after SE6PA's accession, the third raid of the Swazi took place. 
Members of the tribe took part in the wayiaying and slaughtering, 
on the Tsolamctse river on Nationaal 182, of the Swazi who were 
returning home from further north. 

20 The heir apparent Madie was killed in a gun accident before he 
could assume i:hieftainship. Upon the coming of age' of his younger 
brother'VIII SEKOKO, the latter became chief. He continued to live 
on Strassburg. · 

') independent at that time, now forms part of Sek6r6r6's. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2020



45 

21 Prior to the death of Madie, the tribe had already sent a bull to 
his maternal uncle to betroth his cross-cousin for him to be his tribal 
wife. When this girl was old enough to be wed, she was fetched and 
ranked as the wife of the deceased Madie, even though he never ruled. 
By her SEKOKO raised up issue to his elder brother as follows: 

22 Madie, his posthumous wife (x SEKOKO) and issue: 
l JJ ma a p lz o lo da. of ? of the Ba xa Maswnu of Mohlabe's tribe. 

a IX KXOPONG m 
b Sekxenc f md Kepise wa xa Ratlzfosi, a member of the tribe· 

23 Under the circumstances, SEKOKO was both actual chief and 
regent for his own soq, who was legally the son of his elder brother. 
During SEKOKo's reign the first Republican Native Commissioner, 
known as Sexwataxwatane, came into this area to collect tax, aboul 
the same time that Abel Erasmus was collecting tax in Lydenburg 
district, probably 1882. He did not wish to recognise all the chiefs as 
independent and required some of them to consider themselves the 
subjects of others. Thus Mohlahe and Malepe were ordered to put 
themselves under Sekororo. But SEK6K6 refused to yield his in­
dependence. Even after a flogging, he still refused, so they left him 
alone. 

24 In 1912 the tribe was informed that, as the farm Strassburg, on 
which they had lived for four generations, now belonged to one 
Mackford, they had to move to their present location. SEK6KO there­
fore settled a little above the present mosate. The locality round about 
is called Lwale. 

SEKOKO, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 

Mm a a p h o lo, see above under Madie. 
2 Mm as e k an e da. of Mafiri wa xa Lewela, a tribesman 

a MAATLA @ JOSIA m 
3 JI man k x ere re da. of Nonyana. wa xa Thekwane, a tribesmarr 

a Mmaalokweng f md by her rakxadi (paternal aunt) 
Mmaath6bele, da. 1 b of MAHI NE, and later by a Moroka of 
the Ba xa Mol6bele who live south of the Olifant 

b Mmaatsie f md by her rakxadi (paternal aunt) Mmaamokwafe, 
da. of l cl of MAB/NE 

c Mmaatladi f md Jane Masefhe, a member of the tribe 
4 T lz sos i da. of Mmangwarllse wa xa Plzatiane, a member of the 

Molzlala tribe 
a Madie m 
b Mmuso m 
c Selwakatfotsi f me! somewhere unknown, because her mothei­

took her away. 
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5 Mm as et an e da. of Matomc wa xa Moxale of Maake's tribe. 
a Modimo m 

6 Mm a al o kw e 11 g da. of Mmamoxaxare wa xa Mafomu of 
Mohlabe's tribe 

a Mmatlz6bele m 
b Motlalepula m 
c Mmaalclzu f md Johannes Ma/z/ako, a member of the tribe 
d Thfoloxe f md ? 
e Mokxadi f still unmarried 
f Seeta m still a lad 

7 M 111 a as er it e da. of Mokiri wa xa 1vJa/apane', a tribesman 
a Maboke m 
b Lebolai f md Tlzemise wa xa Seerane, a tribesman 
c Nkck6 f md Mpope $6kane, a tribesman 

26 Owing to his great age, SEKOKO in July 1918 (but on 7 Aug. 
I 917 according to official papers) allowed his son iX KXOPONG to 
.assume the chieftainship. The latter was then ca. 24 years old. 
SEK()K() died on I 9 Sept. I 919. In 1921 KXOPONG built his own 
mosate a little further down at a place called Phupyane. 

·27 KXOPONG, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 

1 Lcs6ka da. of Katsebela wa xa ivlasumu of Mo/zlabe's tribe 
no issue 

2 Dip6ne younger sister of foregoing, by same mother. She was 
beka'd (actually taken in marriage) ca. May 1927 by 
KXOPONG, but as he died shortly afterwards, she bore him 
no issue. She was taken over by his younger brother and 
successor, the present chief. Her issue therefore rank as that 
of KXOPONG 

a Madie m a lad of ca. 12 in 1944 
b Sekxene f 
c Tomas- m 
d Mmadibe f 
e Mmaalokweng f 
f Mmanzoseka f 
g Maxotong m 

3 Modiwa·tsefa da. of Mmaaphampha wa xa Mahl6 of the Se!:6r6r6 
royal family 

a Mabine m ( son of KXOPONG) 
b Mokxopo f ( da. of KXOPONG) 
c Mmaanala f 

4 Mmaapotlo da. of Dixopedi wa xa Malene, a tribesman 
a Komisinare m (son of KXOPONG) 
b Maruping m do. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2020



47 

c Mokobo m (not child of KXOPONG) 
d Mmaaplzolo f do. 
e Mokibelo f do. 

28 KXOPONG died 10 Aug. 1927 and was succeeded on 30 Aug. 
1927 by his younger brother X MAATLA @ JOSIA, the present chief. 
As with his father SEKOKO, the present chiei is both chief and regent 
for the deceased chief's legal son, who is actually his own son. 

29 Circumcision regiments: 
Mphato 

ivfakxau 
Maxolopo 
Jvlafuba 
A1a11ala 
iHadikwa 
Makxola 
Madisa 
]Hakwa 
lvlakxalwa 
J\lla11nkwe 
Melau 
Maluba 
Mangana 
i\1akxola 
Makxau 
Madikwa 
Manala 
Jvladisa 
Makwa 

Bodika 

?1830 
?1837 
?1844 
?1850 
?1856 
?1862 
?1868 
?1874 
?1880 

Ho.rwera Leader 

I 886 2
) 

?1892 
1898 
1907 
1915 
1923 
1928 
1934 
1939 
1943 

!899 
1908 
1916 
1924 
1929 
1935 
1940 

MAD/£ son of MOLOI 

MABIN£ son of MADIE 
SEOPA son of MADIE 

Mmanthso son of ? 
Madie son la of MABIN£ 
Matladi11g son of SEOPA 
SEKOKO son le of MABIN£ 
Kxwana son 2a of MABIN£ 
Mapa son of 'SEOP A 
KXOPONG son 1 a of Madie 
MAATLA son 2a of SEKOKO 
Matlading son of Mapa a rangwane 
Maboke son 7a of SEK6K6 
Mmaathobela son 6a of SEK6K6 
Komisinare son 4a of SEK6KO 
Madie son 2a of KXOPONG 

Tribal organisation and government: 
:m The tribe is divided into five sections, each under its hereditary 
headman, as follows: 
1 Kx<,ro ya mosate, under control of the chief himself, aided by a 

mokxvmana or grandee. The last incumbent was Mapa 
son of SEOPA. A successor has not yet been appointed. 

2 Kxoro ya xa Lewela, under Paulo Lewela. These are also Koni . 
. 3 Kx6r6 ya xa Masete, under Petrus Masete. They are also Koni. 
4 Kxoro ya xa Morema, under David Mmalexasa (his father) Morema. 

They have been a part of the tribe from early times. Their 
origin is not remembered. 

5 Kxoro ya xa Maizlako under Isaac @ Morape Mahlako. As their 
name (Malzlangu) indicates, they were orginally Ndzundza 

2
) this year 1886 is derived from the statement that it was three years 

.after the arrest of Mampuru (July 1883). 
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Ndebele, but they were already living in these parts, under 
the suzerainty of the Malepe 3

) chiefs, when the Mame'tsa 
people arrived, with whom they in course of time joined up. 
Their earlier history is not remembered. 

Miscellaneous items of tradition: 
31 The name of Lebese (Louis Trichardt) is remembered by a few 
ancients only. No details are known, and the informants are com­
pletely ignorant as to the approximate time of his trek. 
32 Sewawa (Albasini) is remembered a little better. He is said to 
have come hunting elephant in the Low veld with Kadise, whom they 
describe as a Pusumane ( coloured person, Hottentot, etc.). They 
do not know Kadise as Buys, nor any details about him. 
33 The tsetse fly was· in the flat country quite near their present 
location in the olden days. At P!wlaborwa there were no cattle then. 
34 Natives from the coast used to come bartering goods they carried 
on their heads from their home at Xa Mpfumo (Delagoa Bay). Mem­
bers of the tribe sometimes used to march down there themselves. 
The imports in the very old days were ( 1) thaxa beads of all colours 
(green, red, blue), (2) mabetlwa (hexagonal blue) beads, (J) 
ma6k6lane a type of blue cloth, ( 4) nwre'lele a red cloth, and later 
(5) guns and powder'). Their route crossed the Lebop6 (LebomboJ 
at Mphisane·s, a Portuguese who lived in a poort in the range.· 
35 In the olden days whilst living on Strassburg they acknowledged, 
for safety's sake, and in a vague way, the supremacy of the Maxakala 
tribe (Mafefe's). They never intermarried much with neighbouring 
tribes, which seems to be born~ out by the fact that their language 
is like Sepedi, and does not have, for example, k!ze nor the for se. Nor 
did they ever think it necessary to get rain from Modjadji, but say 
they did their own rain-making. 
36 Sources of information: Almost all the foregoing was obtained 
at Chief Josia's mosate in July 1944, from the chief himself assisted 
by a number of older men. The oldest informant present, Setsakanie, 
was of the Makwa regiment, therefore perhaps 85 years old. He was 
in Kimberley in 1879 when Sek!wklwne was taken prisoner. A few 
dates were found in official correspondence. 

3 ) formerly independ"nt, but made subject to Sek6r6r6 by the 
Republican government. 
4

) cf. " Ausserdem wird an de!· unbewachten Grenze ein schwunghafter 
Schmuggelhandel betrieben. Man begegnet Hirrnlichen Karawanen 
von Kaffern, welche mit Gewehren (6 pro Mann), Pulver, Blei, 
ZiindhUtchen, Rum, Kafferpicken u. a. aus dem portugiesischen Gebiet 
kommen. An einem Tage traf ich nordlich vom Seman bis zu 80 
konterbandchihrende Kaffern auf einem Haufen ". H. Raddatz "Das 
Kaffernlancl des Untern Olifant '' Petermanns Mitteilungen, vol. 32, 
II. 1886 p. 54. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS 

ETHNOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS 
No. 16 

The Batubatse of Masisimale 
by N. f. van W armelo 

Government Ethnologist 
1944 

1 District: Leydsdorp, Transvaal. 

2 Numbers and distribution: in reserve 336 taxpayers, on Euro-
pean owned land 38 taxpayers, total 374 taxpayers. 

3 Names of tribe: Ba ha sai, Batubatse or Bathsubye. 

4 Totem: They bina (have as totem) tou "elephant". Their 
-oath is "Ka Maslsiroala! " 

5 Language: the local dialect known as Seroka amongst people 
living further west. It is a form of Sotho, very localised and shared 
only with the neighbouring people of Plzalaborwa, Sekororo's tribe 
and other inhabitants of this area. 

,6 Chief: JOHANNES MAB/NE, appointed on 26th October 1936. 

7 Skeleton genealogy of chiefs: 

I MASIE 
I 

II KHOKONTONE 
I 

III MA$1$JMALE 
I 

Lethamaha 
- I 

JV MAB/NE (moro'lo: Mana/a) 
- I 

V LEsWENE (moroto: Mannkwe) 
I 

VI JOHANNES MAB/NE (Madima) 
History and genealogies of chiefs: 
S The first chief still remembered was I MASIE, who ruled on the 
Tubatse (Steelpoort) and died there. The next chief TI 
KHOKONTONE also lived and died there. 
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9 KHOKONTONE, wife and issue, as far as remembered: 
Mm a Mm 6 la of the Ba xa Mmoi'a clan of the tribe 

a MAS/s!MALE m 

10 Under KHOKONTONE's son and successor "III MA$!$/MAL£ 
the tribe left the Tubatse and, crossing the high mountains, settled in 
the hills on Lillie 1180, at a place called Maakcne .... Here they dwelt 
for generatiOnS1

). 

11 It was, they think, during MASISIMALE's reign that the Makhema 
(cannibals from Bopedi) entered the country. For a while they had 
their headquarters on the Sebitsa river on Turkey 178, and made raids 
from there, catching people and eating them. 

12 It is also thought that MAS!S!MALE ,vas chief at the time of the 
Swazi attack on the Mapulana stronghold Xa Maholoholo on Mariep 
mountain (probably 1860-70). 

13 MAS/SI MALE, wife and issue, as far as remembered: 
Mm a Mm c> i' a of the Ba ha Mmola clan of the tribe 

a Lefhamaha m 
b Mabine m 

14 When MASISIA1ALE died at Maa!cene, his heir Letlzamaha had 
already predeceased him. 
Lethamaha, wives ( in order of marriage) and issue: 
1 MmaLefaru of the Ba ha Mmola clan of the tribe 

a K haritse m 
b Mabine m 
c Sabe;sabe f md a member of the Ba ha Mmutswi clan of the 

tribe. She was killed in a raid by Gungunyana's people. 

1
) according to a MS in my office (No. 8/26 260) written by a native 

who apparently got his information from an old informant belonging 
to a portion of the tribe that moved nearer to Pietersburg many years 
ago, the Sai tribe were originally Ndebele from the south. _ They 
settled on the Tubatse as an independent people, until the Pedi came 
from Bokgatla and occupied all the country. Finding the rule of the 
Pedi irksome; part of the tribe under its chief fled over the mountains 
but, finding the occupants of the Low veld, who are not named, too 
strong for them, they returned. Realising they could have no place 
to live by themselves they called themselves: Ke rena ba xa Sai ya 
mabu, xc le re refa le re: Axee Mohlakwana, Axee Mo'fubatsc! But 
those that had stayed behind refused this name and said: Ke rena Ba 
Tubatse· mohlako o moxolo. After a time the tribe migrated to what 
is now Xa Mampa, and then, owing to a famine, to the Maklzutswe 
river, where Mampa and Mohlabe's sections broke off. Later the tribe 
moved to Phalaborwa where it is today. Other sections that subse­
quently broke off were those of Nakampe, Seabela, Mmola, Raxob~ya, 
Ramosaba, Matlou, Rakxotsoka. 
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2 ? of the Ba ha Makhopa clan of the tribe. She was the chief wife. 
a MAB/NE m 

15 So Lethamaha's son IV MAB/NE succeeded to his grandfather 
MA$1$JMALE at Maakene, and eventually died there. 
MAB/NE, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 
1 Ma a Ket s em an e, ot the Ba ha Maklzopa clan of the tribe 

a LE$WENE m 
b Mosebu'lsane f md Madzambane, a commoner of Maake's 
c Mokhadzi f md Mogidzi, a commoner of Maake's 
d Mannko f me! Moridzi, a local commoner 
e Gav!zele f md Lebyana, a local commoner 

2 M o k !z adz i. there is a difference of opinion as to whether she was 
beka'c!, brought to her husband,. or not. 

16 MAB/NE ruled quite a time, through three meroto circumcision 
lodges, and died at Maake_ne during the boxwera of the Melau, that is, 
ca. 1899, at the time of the war between Thekororo and Maake. No 
reason could be given for his having had only one wife with issue. 
The tribe was much scattered in those days owing to drought. He was 
succeeded by his son V LESWENE, under whose leadership the tribe 
moved away to the Molzote, a rivei" on the western boundary of 
Lekkersmaak 209. 

17 In 1902 or 1903, the year they first paid tax, there occurred the 
famine known as tala ya ditouma. 

18 In about 1922 the tribe was settled in its present reserve. 
LE$WENE died there. 28th July 1936. 

19 LE$WENE, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 

Mos e b 11 ts an e da. of Sekhwele wa ha Makhopo of the tribe 
a Mok!zadi f md Mapolanka, a local commoner 
b Lebeko f md Mofoti, a commoner of Maake·s 
c Mpopane f md Selea, a local commoner 
d MAB/NE @ JOHAN~ES m 

2 Mab e 11 da. of Manaba wa ha Malatsi, a commoner of Plzalaborwa 
a lvlannko f md Pharare, wa ha Mafatsi of ibidem 
b Maagoma f md Maapadzala, a local commoner 

3 Mok had i da. of Serupu wa ha Maklzoba, a malom1e, of the tribe 
a Klzasane m 
b Nkarwane m 

4 M 111 as ii da. of Moklzasi wa ha Marobela, a sub-clan of the royal 
one, but now· with Maake 

a Nklzaka f md Alfred @ Leplzala Makfwsan-e, of Plzalaborwa 
royal family 

b Mosebadi f unmarried 
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5 Man n k u da. of jWeriri wa ha Monye/a, a 
Plzalaborwa. She subsequently absconded 
Modjadji's as the wife of another man. 

a Mokhadi f md a man at Modjadji's 
16 M m a K /z as u da. of Raklwma ,wa ha Malatsi, 

Phalaborwa. She subsequently left 
Makhusane' s 

a Modume m 

commoner from 
and is living at 

a mokxomana of 
and stayed at 

7 Mm a L et h sir a da. of Madiehe wa ha Malatsi of Plzaiabonra. 
She ran away and is married to a wa xa Nkwana of this tribe 
on Lekkersmaak. The catHe were returned. 

a Morakene m 
8 D it h s w an t lz s o da. of Maragene wa ha Malatsi of P!zalaboni-a. 

She ran away some years ago, and lives at her brother's 
place in Muhlava's location 

a Sai m 
b Molewan,i f unmarried 
c Marupini f unmarried 

9 N k lz a~ a da. of Mat!zema wa ha Malatsi of Plzalaborwa 
no issue 

10 Moro n g w e da. of Fereki wa lza Pelusa, who are bakxomana 
of Phafaborwa 

a Maatsepe f not married 
b Mothoga m . 

20 LEsWENE was succeeded on 25th October 1936 by his son 
JOHANNES MAB/NE, the present chief. 

Circumcision regiments: 

21 These meroto, as far as remembered, their respective leaders and 
dates of bodikana and boxwera, are given as follows: 
Moroto Bodikana Boxwera Leader 
Mathokwana 
Mapulana 
Makwa 
Madima MAB/NE son of Lethama!za 
Mannkwe LEsWENE 
Melau 19001

) iHatel'a 
Matlzalenva 1903?2

) 1906? Masabane son of Molotole, a 
mokxomana 

Mana/a 1915 1920 K hasane son of LES WENE 
Madima 1925 1930 JOHANNES MAB/NE ' Madisa 1935 1939 Morakane son of LESWENE 

1 ) during the war between Sek6r6r6 and Maake. 
2

) when they first paid tax. 
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22 Miscellaneous: This tribe has sacred dikomana drums like its 
neighbours of Phalaborwa. They are called Boret/10 ( the largest one), 
Thann.ga (medium size) and Phokwi (tlfe smallest), probably in 
imitation of. the Phalaborwa ones, .some of which have the same 
names. They are not as large as these latter however, and are housed 
under a dilapidated· roof on poles on the verge of collapsing, and 
much neglected. 

23 Sources. of information: The above informatior1 was obtained 
at the n'iosata from the chief and his oldest men in July 1942. Mention 
is made of this tribe in J. D. Krige "Traditional origir~s and tribal 
relationships of the Sotho of the. Northern Transvaal" Bantu Studies 
XI 4 338-9. See also about Maiome and Selwane in C. Hoffmann 
" Sotho-Texte aus dem J-lolzbuschgebirgc in Transvaal" ZfES 1934 
24 3 211. 
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