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Scholarly Communications Team

• Johann van Wyk – Team manager
• Tlou Mathiba – UPSpace Administration + ETDs
• Hendriëtte Jansen van Vuuren – Articles and quality control
• Arthur Molefe – Data capturing (Gold and Green route articles)
• Zama Khanyile – Copyright
• Rosina Ramokgola – Data Curator
• Pfano Makhera – Metadata specialist
• Siyabulela Zitame – Intern

• Digitization
• Library IT



UPSpace - IR
• UPSpace is an open access electronic archive collecting, preserving and 

distributing the University of Pretoria’s intellectual property.

• Intellectual property

- Electronic theses and dissertations

- Research articles

- Research datasets

- Working papers/technical reports

- UP special collections and other materials



UPSpace Content



What is Open Access?
• Open access is the practice of making digital scholarly material 

available freely via the Internet. 
• “By open access, we mean its immediate, free availability on the 

public internet, permitting any users to read, download, copy, 
distribute, print, search or link to the full text of these articles, crawl 
them for indexing, pass them as data to software or use them for any 
other lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers 
other than those inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself. 
The only constraint on reproduction and distribution, and the only role 
for copyright in this domain, should be to give authors control over the 
integrity of their work and the right to be properly acknowledged and 
cited.” (Budapest definition of Open Access)





Open Access and types

• Gold route Open Access
- All journal articles are open access and freely available 

• Green route Open Access
- Publishers allow to be in repositories and there are restrictions

• Hybrid Open Access
- Both green and gold

• Grey literature
- Unpublished materials (Theses and Dissertations)
- Technical reports



Benefits
• Researchers

- Increased visibility of research output
- Increased impact of publications
- Helps researchers manage any requirements of funding bodies for 
publications to be made available in a repository (NRF ratings)

• Institution
- Increase the visibility and prestige of institution
- Content is readily searchable both locally and globally

• Community
- Aids in the public understanding of research endeavours and activities



Open Access at UP
(i) Policy on University of Pretoria electronic theses and dissertations (S 
4844-46/08)

- 16 000+ currently in the UPSpace repository

(ii) Policy to provide open access to research papers authored by University 
of Pretoria researchers (S 4845/08)

- 21 000+ currently in the UPSpace repository

(iii) Policy for Research Data Management (Figshare Repository)
- 10+ in UPSpace

(iv) APCs Policy and guidelines 
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UPSpace statistics (UPSpace & Google Analytics)



UPSpace process
• Electronic Theses and Dissertations (ETDs)
- Faculty submit 
- Guidelines for hardbound copies (G50)
- Self submissions (Guidelines on UPSpace & Library web)
- Automated processes 
- Inquiries – Tlou Mathiba (tlou.mathiba@up.ac.za) 
• Research Articles
- Alerts (Scopus/web of science/Sabinet/researchers)
- Publishers’ policies (Sherpa Romeo)
- Inquiries – Hendriëtte (hendriette.jansenvanvuuren@up.ac.za) 

• All other materials/collections/inquiries should be directed to Tlou or upspace@up.ac.za

mailto:tlou.mathiba@up.ac.za
mailto:hendriette.jansenvanvuuren@up.ac.za
mailto:upspace@up.ac.za


Publisher copyright policies from 
Sherpa/Romeo



Harvesting and Registries
• Harvesters
- Google and Google Scholar indexed
- NRF Nexus database
- NDLTD - Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations 
- Sabinet/African Digital Repository

• Registries
- OpenDOAR – a directory of academic open access repositories 
- ROAR (Registry of Open Access Repository)
- Webometrics (https://repositories.webometrics.info/en/transparent) 
- Open Access Map
- Re3data
- OCLC

https://repositories.webometrics.info/en/transparent


• Subscribe to collections
• View item/collection statistics
• Integrated services
- Alternative metrics (Altmetrics)

Information Specialists



• Collaboration (IR talk, other institutions and DRIS)
• Internal marketing (Forming part of the DUR and Library Marketing 

meetings  (should) allow us:
- to add IR hyperlinks to news stories going out 
- supply a hyperlink to a researcher’s profile
- make use of the official UP communication channels to market research 

outputs on IR
• Exhibitions (Open Access and Library week)
• Faculty/departmental visits

Marketing



How do we measure success?
• Repository rankings (28 000+ on Google Scholar) 

https://repositories.webometrics.info/en/node/32
• Monthly statistics (UPSpace and Google analytics)
• Feedback from end-users
• Benchmarking

https://repositories.webometrics.info/en/node/32


“Our mission of disseminating knowledge is only half 
complete if the information is not made widely and readily 

available to the society”

- Berlin Declaration on Open Access -
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