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Black-quarter in South Africa:

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO IMPROVED METHODS
OF PROTECTIVE INOCULATION.

By P. R. Viwjoer, M.R.C.V.S., Dr.Med.Vet., Sub-Director of
Veterinary Education and Research, and J. R. ScurubEer,
Dr.Med.Vet., Research Officer, Onderstepoort.

A—INTRODUCTION.
Brack-QuARTER in South Africa is an enzootic disease, usually making
its appearance in sporadic form, and is of such wide distribution in
all parts of the country that State control is not attempted. All the
State can do, and does, is to advise stockowners regarding the best
methods of combating 1t. The principal weapon must of course be
preventive inoculation of susceptible stock with an efficient vaccine,
and in this direction the State can render further assistance by placing
a reliable vaccine at ths disposal of farmers.

The main object of this report is to place on record the experi-
mental work that has been done during the last three years in con-
nexion with the discovery and preparation of an efficient black-quarter
vaccine. Since no publication concerning this disease has appeared iu
South Africa for a number of years, the authors consider it advisable
to submit a few remarks on the more general aspects of the black-
quarter problem.

(1) Historical.

The first reference to the occurrence of black-quarter in South
Africa was in the final report of the Stock Disease Commission in the
Cape, published in 1877 (64). In the annual report (1883) of the
Colonial Veterinary Surgeon for the Cape Colony, Hutcheon (32)
mentioned a large number of districts in which the disease was pre-
valent. He also referred to certain infected districts in the Trans-
keian Territory. In Natal the disease was reported on as early as
1884 (3), and, as mentioned elsewhere in this report, black-quarter
vaccine had been made use of in the Orange Free State in 1897. In
1894, Theiler (66) reported on the occurrence of black-quarter in the
Transvaal and on his early attempts at preventive inoculation in 1893.
A further report by Theiler appeared in 1897 (67), in which the results
obtained from inoculation are discussed, and in which reference is
made to the fact that the disease was very prevalent on some farms
during the summer months.

- () Occurrence of Black-quarter.

At the present time the disease is known to occur in all parts of
South Africa, but, as in other countries, it has a regional distribution.
Generally speaking, black-quarter is more prevalent in the low-lying







































































