
Sight-seeing through the visual in art history and 
visual culture studies.

I crave, I long for Abstinence from
Images, for every Image is bad.

(Roland Barthes, quoted in Jay 1994:435)



Mobile Assistant IV
(TIME 2001:42)



Nintendo 
Wii

• http://www.ubergizmo.com/zoom.php?img=2007/10/wii-therapy_large.jpg



“Modern life takes place onscreen” and “human experience is 
now more visual and visualized than ever before.”
Mirzoeff (1999:1,4) 



Telescope

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/63/Microscope_de_HOOKE.png

http://www.dkimages.com/discover/Home/Science/Astronomy-and-Space-
Science/Telescopes/Refracting/Drawings/Drawings-

1.html&h=295&w=425&sz=19&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=V7tlkcSJ62kc2M:&tbnh=8
7&tbnw=126&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtelescope%2Binvention%26um%3D1%26hl%3De

n%26sa%3DN

http://images.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lewis-
clark.org/media/images/te_diagr1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lewis-clark.org/content/content-

article.asp%3FArticleID%3D1488&h=339&w=320&sz=36&hl=en&start=9&um=1&tbnid=nG5o
LdKfn5G4TM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=112&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcamera%2Bobscura%26um%

3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG

http://images.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://neatorama.cachefly.net/images/2006-07/world-first-
photograph-nicephore-niepce.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.neatorama.com/2006/08/29/the-wonderful-
world-of-early-
photography/&h=333&w=480&sz=46&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=qaNDhnLIH2mGhM:&tbnh=89&t
bnw=129&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dfirst%2Bphotograph%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
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http://images.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://neatorama.cachefly.
net/images/2006-07/world-first-photograph-nicephore-
niepce.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.neatorama.com/2006/08/29/the-
wonderful-world-of-early-
photography/&h=333&w=480&sz=46&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=q
aNDhnLIH2mGhM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=129&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dfir
st%2Bphotograph%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG





Two important issues to consider in dealing with the 
visual:

1. Conceptual analysis
2. Perceptual analysis



• Priest? Pedophile? 
Join the conversation. 

(Punt radiostation)



Text in a newspaper: Another example of police prejudice? Or 
another example of yours?
Do you see a policeman chasing a criminal? Or a policeman harassing 
an innocent person? 
Wrong both times: its two police officers, one in plain clothes chasing a 
third party.



“We are not given the world: we make our world through incessant 
experience, categorisation, memory, reconnection.”
Oliver Sacks, 1995



Visual culture studies/Art 
history?





Franz Marc, Large Blue Horses, 1911, Oil 
on canvas.


