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The 18th Century

* At the beginning of the century, Rinderpest
invaded Europe. “...It has been estimated that
two hundred million cattle died in Europe in the
sixty-eight years after 1711 as a result of the
oreat epidemic”’ (Dunlop & Williams |, Veterinary
Medicine - An illustrated history, 1996).

* During the whole second part of the eighteenth
century, Burope was desolated by a series of
epizootics brought or favoured by the incessant
wars.



“The hand of God struck the Netherlands, afflicting
its cattle with Rinderpest”
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The first Veterinary school was created in 1762 in
Lyon (France)
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Claude Bourgelat (1712-1799

F1G. 219 — Claude BOurGELAT (1712-1799) — (lith. d’Aug. Lemoine).
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A lecture at the Alfort Veterinary School at the end of
19th century
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The 19th Century

* The situation is even more alarming at the beginning of the
nineteenth Century. In 1800, the epizootic which raged through
all Europe had not completely been contained and contagion
reappeared in Central Europe.

* Not until the 1840s were sanitary laws enacted in Europe. The
first one was the Polish law, enacted by Ostrowsky in 1844.
Others will follow, each inspired by the same objective to
establish a nomenclature of main diseases and make
compulsory for administrative authorities to notify all suspicion
of disease and take immediate protective measures accordingly.
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Consultation at the Alfort Veterinary School
to discuss the disease situation in Europe —



The International Congresses

* On 24 March 1863, at the initiative of Professor John
Gamgee, from the New Veterinary College of
Edinburgh, associated with Professor Hering, from
Stuttgart, a letter is sent to Veterinary Schools and
periodicals all over the world.

* The letter proposed the organisation, in Hamburg, of
an International Congress which would “define the
rules of prevention of contagious and epizootic
diseases” and elaborate a standardised sanitary
legislation for all countries. (E. Leclainche, Histoire de
la médecine vétérinaire, 1930).
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The First International Veterinary Congress held in Hamburg 14-18 July 1863, organised by John
Gamgee who is seated second from the left
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Creation of the OIE



L’Office international des Epizooties

En 1872, I'invasion de la peste bovine dans I'Europe centrale
décide le gouvernement autrichien a réunir 4 Vienne une Confé-
rence internationale pour envisager des mesures communes de pro-
phylaxie. Les gouvernements de I’Allemagne, de la Belgique, de la
France, de la Grande-Bretagne, de I'Italie, de la Roumanie, de la
Russie, de la Serbie, de la Suisse et de la Turquie sont représentés.
La Coniérence élabore un réglement international qui n’est pas publié
en raison de la disparition de la maladie, mais dont les principes
vont servir de base 4 toutes les législations modernes.

En 1920, la peste bovine apparait inopinément en Belgique, 2
12 suite du transit, dans le port d’Anvers, de zébus de I'Inde destinés
au Brésil, I'émotion est d’autant plus vive que l'on ne prévoyait
nullement la possibilité d'un apport de la maladie par une telle voie.
La France prend I'initiative d’une Conférence internationale 2 laquelle
tous les Pays sont invités. Quarante-deux Etats, Dominions ou colo-
nies répondent a cet appel. La Conférence procéde 2 un examen de
la situation sanitaire en ce qui concerne spécialement la peste bovine,
la fievre aphteuse et la dourine; elle étudie I"échange des renseigne-
ments sanitaires entre les pays, ainsi que les mesures sanitaires a
Texportation.

La Conférence émet le veeu que soit créé i Paris un Office inter-
national pour la lutte contre les maladies infectieuses des animaux.
Elle donne mandat a trois de ses membres de se mettre 2 la dispo-
sition des autorités francaises pour leur faciliter I'établissement d'un
projet de convention internationale.

E. Leclainche, in hisg “Histoire
de lao medecine Véterinaive”
(1936)

writes: “... 1920, Rinderpest

suddenly appears in B
Following the transit ﬁfwouglfv

the port of Antwerp of zebw
cattle

bound for Bragil.
Itcovwéf%/wg/mat
commotion...
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Strengthened by the experience of the past century, France
takes the initiative to convene an “International Conference
for the Study of Epizootics” to take place in Paris in May 1921

A group of personalities attending the Conference of
1921
visit the Alfort Veterinary School
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* Porty-two States heeded the call. The Conference
expressed the wish that an International Organisation
in charge of the control of infectious diseases of
animals should be created

* In less than three years, twenty-eight countries joined
the project and an “International Agreement” was

signed in Paris by their representatives on 28th January
1924.
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The International Agreement for the creation of the OIE
(Office international des épizooties) is signed in Paris on
January 25, 1925 by 28 countries

POUR LA CREATION, A PARIS
by o

LA BELGIQU
DE L'ESPAGNE, DE LA FINLANDE. D
BRETAGNE, DE LA GRECE, D
LATALIE, DU LUNXEMBOURG, DU \
PRINGIPAUTE DE MONAGO, DE L.
BAS, DU PEROU, DE LA PERSE, DE |
DE LA IIOI]HANIE bu sunl

annioee 3,

Lo frais dimatalation ainst quo les déponses annuelles de fonctionnement ot
Wanteotion e FOfieo sont couvrts par s conteibutions des Ftats contractants
0t s Tes conditions peévues par los satats organiques visés b Vartielo .

i b

Lo somntnes représentant 1o part conteibutive di chacun des Etats contrae-
tante wont varsdos par cos derniors au commencement de eliague anndo
Fintormidinire di Ministire dos Afiros étranggros do b Répablique fra
A I Gaisse dos dépdte b consignations, & ot elles soront retirdes, au
L ot & mesuro des hesoins, sur mandats du dicoctenr de FOMice,

o 6.

Los Hautes Parties contractantes e résorvent In faculté dapporter,
commun accord, an présont arrangomont los modifieations dont Vexpé
Admontrerait atilité.

Anricng 6

Low Gonvernoments qui o'onl pas u% dsent arramgoment sont adwmis
oy e e e domande. Gotto adhiésion sera notiido par fa voio diplonia-
e Gousernement feangais, et par eclui-ci
contractant; ollo comportera Vengagemont do participor par une runlnlmlum
o feaia do FOMice, dans los conditions visées b Varticle 3.

‘

ARHLE 7.

Lo présont arrangement sera rutifé dans g conditions suivantos :

Ghaquo Paissanee aleossra, dans o plos court déla powible, s ratifeation
it Gousernement frangais, par 1oy soins dugui i o sara donnd avis ane antees
Py signataices,

Lies ratifications tosteront. déposéos dm oy mlum du Gousarnement
Trancais.

L présente comvention entrera e vluuuur, e chaquo pays signataire, le
jour mime Jrlu it do son acte do ratiication,

Anricen 8.
Lo présent arrangemont est conelu pour wno période do sopt anndes, A o=
piration o e torme, il continuera b domourer exéentoire pour do nonvellos
ront s notifid, 1o annde avant
e do chaguo piciode, fiiro co: 0 on co i lon
concorno.

EN 101 DE l)l OF es soussi

watique, aux Partios contractinies,
it oxemplaiee pourra dlre signé josqu'an S vl a4 inclasive-
el

Fait b Pariv, bo b jansior 19/
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Argentine Republic, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Denmark, Egypt, Spain,
Finland, France, Great-Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Italy,
Luxemburg, Morocco, Mexico, the Principality of Monaco, the
Netherlands, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Siam, Sweden, Switzerland,
Czechoslovak Republic and Tunisia signed the Agreement.
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OFFICE INTERNATIONAL DES EPIZOOTIES

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE OFICINA INTERNACIONAL
OF EPIZOOTICS DE EPIZOOTIAS

ORGANISATION INTERGOUVERNEMENTALE
CREEE A PARIS PAR L’ARRANGEMENT INTERNATIONAL
DU 25 JANVIER 1924
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Structure and working
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Structure and composition of the OIE

On 8 March 1927, the
International Committee of
the Office held its first
General Session. Twenty-
six Delegates participated.

The Assembly elected
Inspector General De
Roo, Delegate of Belgium,
as President and
Professor Leclainche was
appointed first Director of
the Office.

E. Leclainche,
Director general
of the OIE from
March 1927 till
May 1949

Inspector
General Henri
de Roo,
Delegate of
Belgium, first
President of
the OIE from
1927 to 1929




Working and composition of the OIE

Since its first General Session, held In
Paris on 8 March 1927, the office
carries on its work under the authority
of a Committee (known as the
International Committee) consisting of
Delegates of  the contracting
Governments.

The composition and prerogatives of
this Committee, as well as the
organisation and powers of the office,
are determined by the Organic
Statutes, attached to the Agreement
and regarded as being an integral part
of the Agreement.
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Institutional independence of the OIE

Because its creation dates back to the early 20th
century, the OIE 1s one of the oldest existing
Intergovernmental Organisations.

It does not depend of the UN system, as the United
Nations only officially came into existence on 24
October 1945, and this 1s a notable exception among
the existing organisations of the same type.

Its autonomy is institutional and financial. Its activities
are governed by its own constitutional texts.

Since 1ts creation it has worked in close collaboration
with the League ot Nations.
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The first issue published the text of the International
Agreement for the creation of the Office and the minutes of

the first meeting of its Committee

3 : BULLETIN

DE L’

OFFICE INTERNATIONAL DES EPIZOOTIES

12 ANNEE Juillei-Aouit 1927. Nes 1-2

ARRANGEMENT INTERNATIONAL

POUR LA CREATION, A PARIS,
D'UN OFFICE INTERNATIONAL DES EPIZOOTIES

LES GOUVERNEMENTS DE Li REPUBLIQUE ARGENTINE, DE LA BEI~
GIQUE, DU BRESIL, DE LA BULGARIE, DU DANEMARK, DE L’EGYPTE,
DE LA FINLANDE, DE Ly FRANCE, DE LA GRANDE-
A Gr DU GUATEMALA, LA HONGRIE, DE
bU LUXEMBOURG, DU MaROC, DU MEXIQUE, DE LA PRIN-
CIPAUTE DE MoNaco, DES Pavs-Bas, pu PErou, DE La PorocG~E,
DU PORTUGAL, DE Li ROUMANIE, DU SIAM, DE LA SUEDE, DE LA
SuIsSE, DE LA REPUBLIQUE TCHECOSLOVAQUE ET DE LA TUNISIE,
ayant jugé utile d'organiser I'Office international des Epizooties,
isé dans le veen émis par la Conférence internationale pour
I'Etude des Epizooties, le 27 mai 1921, ont résolu de conelure un
arrangement a cet effet et sont convenus de ce qui suit :

ARTICLE PREMIER
Les Hautes Parties contractantes s’engagent a fonder et a
entretenir un Office international des Epizooties dont le siege
est & Paris.
ARTICLE 2

L’Office fonctionne sous P'autorité et le contrdle d’un Comité
formé de délég

és des Gouvernements contractants. La compo-
sition et les attributions de ce Comité, ainsi que Torganisation
et les pouvoirs dudit Office, sont déterminés par les statuts
organiques qui sont annexés au présent Arrangement et qui
sont considérés comme en faisant partie intégrante,

i

PROCES-VERBAUX
DE LA PREMIERE REUNION DU COMITE
DE L'OFFICE INTERNATIONAL DES EPIZOOTIES

Premiére séance du 8 mars 1927
Présidence de M. le Dr QuEviLLE, ministre de 'Agriculture

La séance est ouverte & 10 h. 15, sous la présidence de M. le
Dr QuetiLLE, ministre de IAgriculture.

Le MixisTrE adresse aux délégués les souhails de bienvenue
du Gouvernement [rancais.

I se félicite de voir les représentants de nombreux pays réunis
dans le but de diminuer les pertes que causent les épizooties et
d’améliorer le sort de I'humanité. .L'ceuvre qu'entreprend le
Comilé sera cerlainement féconde; elle intéresse trop directement

agriculture pour que le Ministre ne prenne pas a ses travaux
Pintérét le plus constant.
Il est donné lecture de la liste des délégués au Comité. Ce sont :

Pour I'Allemagne : M. le conseiller KircHHOL
Pour I'Australie : M. le capilaine Ross GRANT.
Pour la Belgique : M. Pinspecteur général de Roo.

Pour le Danemarl: : M. le capitaine HoErGH-GULDBERG,
attaché a la l¢gation de-Paris.

Pour I'Egyple : M. le DT Ahmed Racuap, directeur

du Laboratoire de bactériologic
vétérinaire.

M. Naghr, altaché a la légation
d’Egypte.

Pour I'Espagne : M. Germain Royo DuraN.
Pour la I‘{_nlumlv 5 M. le Df Vaino KANKAAPAA.
Pour la #rance : M. le professeur LEcraiNche, chel

des Services vétérinaires.
Pour la Grande-Bretagne
et IIrlande’ du Nord : M. D. E. CaBor, M. R. C
3 superintending inspector.
le professeur D Huryna.

VSES S

Pour la Hongrie : M.
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The OIE and the League of Nations

On January 1928, the first Conference of the Economic
Committee of the League of Nations met in Geneva with
only eight veterinary experts experts.

The third Conference, in 1929 categorised contagious diseases
according to their seriousness. It also specified conditions for
issuing sanitary certificates for international trade of animals
and animal products.

At the Conferences of 1931 and 1934, eleven experts failed to
come to an agreement on sanitary certificates and had to
submit the texts to the OIE.

From then onwards the OIE was the internationally accepted
institution to set international standards for animal health

25



League of Nations: A meeting in
Switzerland in 1929

LE SENTIER (Vallée de Joux) Canton de Vaud, Suisse

2 juin 1929
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* During World War II, the activities

of the Office slowed down.

In 1942, under the German
occupation of Paris, the idea of
transferring the headquarters of
the Office to Berlin (Germany) was
raised. It was only the intervention
of Dr G. Fliuckiger (Switzerland),
acting President of the OIE
International  Committee,  that
prevented this plan from being
carried out.

The Hoétel de Prony —
official headquarters of
the OIE since 1939
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The OIE and the Statue of Liberty

j | . 'The Statue of Liberty was built
& in Rue de Chazelles adjoining
the current OIE headquarters at

Parc Monceau and donated by
France to the USA 1n 1884.
Gustave Eifel who built the

Eifel Tower, did the metal
\astructure of the statue.
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Attempts to dissolve the OIE

The United Nations, which replaced the
League of Nations in 1945, established two
specialist Agencies the same year:

— the World Health Organization (WHO) and

— the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

Nations (FAO).

Their aims partially covered those of the OIE
The presence of these two Agencies called the
existence of the OIE into question and the
possibility of simply dissolving the organisation
was envisaged in 1946, and again in 1951.
Due to the opposition of numerous OIE
Member Countries and Delegates, the
functions of the Office were kept alive.

29



A meeting in Madrid in 1951 — a fore runner for establishing
the WVA
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The OIE and the WTO (World Trade
Organisation)

» Following official recognition of
the OIE by the World trade b//

Organisation in 1994, as an /, WORLD TRADE
ORGANIZATION

International reference for safe
trade in animals and animals
products as regards risks due
to animal diseases and
zoonoses, the OIE has
become a standard setting
organisation in terms of the
Agreement on the Application
of Sanitary and Phytosanitary
measures of the WTO.
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International Relations

Institutional cooperation with 75 international and regional
organisations notably the following:

WHO World Health Organization

FAO Food and Agricultural Organization of the United
Nations

WTO World Trade Organization

CAC Codex Alimentarius Commission

WVA World Veterinary Association

IPPC International Plant Protection Convention

World Bank

CABI CAB International

ILRI International Livestock Research Institute

32



The OIE and the WVA

OIE iIs an international
Intergovernmental institution
since 1924

WVA is an international W@A WORLD VETERNARY
association of veterinary =l
associations since 1959

OIE has a mandate in terms of
the SPS Agreement of the WTO ()€  ~—
OIE and WVA has signed

agreement of cooperation (signed
In 2002 and again in 2015)

Support mutual policies such as
on AMR
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Involvement of countries in Africa with OIE

Only 3 African countries
joined the OIE in 1924

Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt

The remainder were
represented by their
Colonial “mother” country

Africa countries were thus
practically excluded from
the OIE decision-making
process

' Belgium
M France
W Germany
W Italy

® Portugal
M Spain s
B United Kingdom s
“ (Independent)

34



OIE member countries in southern Africa

Most countries in southern Africa
became members of the OIE
only after independence

Only exception is South Africa
(then the Union of South Africa)

who became a member in 1936) i
and re-confirmed in 1963 after e
Independence s

Botswana (1968); Lesotho
(1984); Mozambique (1949);
Swaziland (1970); Zimbabwe
(1961) and Namibia (1990)
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LISTE

des Pays participant a I'Office International des Epizooties

AFRIQUE OCCIDENTALE
FRANGAISE.

ALBANIE.

ALLEMAGNE.

ARGENTINE (République)

AUSTRALIE. '

AUTRICHE.

BELGIQUE.

BULGARIE.

CHYPRE.

DANEMARK.

EGYPTE.

EIRE.

ESPAGNE.

FINLANDE.

FRANCE.

GRANDE-BRETAGNE.

GRECE.

HONGRIE.

INDES BRITANNIQUES.

INDOCHINE.

IRAK.

ITALIE.

Adresser toutes les communications & UOFFICE INTERNATIONAL

JAPON.
LITHUANIE.

MADAGASCAR.

MAROC.

MONACO (Principauté de).
¢ NOUVELLE-ZELANDE.
PALESTINE.

PAYS-BAS.

POLOGNE.

PORTUGAL.
ROUMANIE.

RUSSIE (U.R.S.S.)

SIAM

SUEDE.

SUISSE.
TCHECOSLOVAQUIE.
TUNISIE.

FURQUIE.
UNION SUD-AFRICAINE

pes [ipizooTiEs, 9, avenue Emile-Acollas, Paris (VI1I1¢).

LUXEMBOURG (Gd-Duché de).

BULLETIN
de I'OFFICE INTERNATIONAL des EPIZOOTIES

VoLume XV1

Mai-Juin 1938

DOUZIEME SESSION DU COMITE

DE

POFFICE INTERNATIONAL des EPIZOOTIES

(24 au 28 mai 1938)

. — RAPPORTS

La situation sanitaire en 1937
par

M. E. LECLAINGHE

Directeur de 1'Ofice international des Iipizooties

L’année 1937 esl marquée, en Burope, par une invasion
aphteuse, toul imprévue, qui a progressé au cours du second
scm‘csl‘rc et qui élail en pleine évolution A la fin de 'annde.

Rien de particulier en ce qui concerne les conlagions per-
manentes. 11 esl regretlable que les maladies qui préoccupent
au plus haut point I'opinion comme la tuberculose, la maladie
de Bang, les mammites ne donnent point lieu a 1’élablissement
de statistiques dans lous les pays.

*
* ok
FILVRE APHTEUSE

Bionnsa A4 i
p année débule dans les conditions les plus favorables. La
dvre ¢ Al : : 4
090 aphteuse rétrocdde depuis plusieurs anndes el 1'année
1936 a 6té tros calme. | i

¢ trés calme. La plupart des pays d’Europe sont res-
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OIE Assistance in Africa
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Tick control in Kenya

39



Several other initiatives by the OIE in Africa to assist
Improvement of Veterinary Services

PVS (Performance of Veterinary Services) missions
Follow-up PVS missions

Assistance with improvement of legislation
Assistance with improvement of laboratory services
Missions to assess and advise on disease control
Applying One-Health concept

Antimicrobial resistance initiatives together with WHO
and WVA
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Recognition of official disease status

Goal:

e Promote Veterinary Services

e Protect animal (and human) health in international trade
e Facilitate trade

The International Committee adopted that OIE shall officially recognise disease
status (countries, zones) for currently 6 diseases

FMD RP CBPP BSE AHS PPR

2000 2004 2007 2009




OIE Disease freedom In southern Africa

Southern Africa

Zambia ~ alawl EMD
Angol PPR
ngola 1 Capp
B
- o ‘

FMD _
CBPP — 4‘ Mozambique D
PBR J o ‘ CBPP
PPR B A " ber

Botswana~ 3y <Zimbabwe

yaziland

South Africa

Lesotho CBPP
PPR

FMD (lost
2019)
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