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CONCLUSION

3.2

THE ARCHITECTURAL
PRODUCT

In an age where the progressive and the
novel are fetishized and the fictional ide-
al of a man-made future utopia blinds us
to the value of the historical or the ex-
isting, we attempt to reimagine our world
without questioning whether something
need be reimagined. The public library is
a victim of a self-fulfilling prophecy that
called for its reinvention in order to cope
with a digital future and retain its rele-
vance, this reinvention took the form of
the library being renamed as the resource
centre and the rapid proliferation of
these counterfeit replacements made up
of blended functions, technologies and
amorphous, ill-defined spaces, have only
acted to expand the placeless geographies

that characterise our urban environments.

If new libraries are to be built as plac-
es of meaning and significance whilst
critically engaging with the future of the
type, then architects need to embrace the
library’s essential character as an enclosed,
well defined and regulated semi-pub-
lic space built to house physical codices
and people whilst facilitating non-digital
interactions. It is this typical library that
has both value and a contemporary role,
rather than existing as a placeless window
into the bottomless riches of the digital
world. It is an enclosed space of order,
context and structure in contrast to the

infinite chaos of the outside.

Following these concluding remarks,
the drawings and models that have been
made to communicate the design of the
library, act as the architectural manifesta-
tion of the argument. As the fruit of this
investigation into the issue of institutional
placelessness, the architecture presented
here should be understood by the read-
er as the final chapter of this argument
and as a means of critically assessing the
relevance and potential of the approach
to place-making proposed by this disser-

tation.
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Figure 8.1 - Roof volume model making process
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Figure 8.2 - Masterplan and roof plan of site
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Figure 8.4 - Ground floor plan of main library building
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Figure 8.5 - Mezzanine plan of main library building
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Figure 8.6 - Design drawings of ancillary buildings
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Figure 8.11 - Western elevation of main library building
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Figure 8.14 - Isometric cutaway of general collection

Figure 8.13 - Isometric cutaway of reference collection
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Figure 8.16 - Isometric cutaway of children’s collection

Figure 8.15 - Isometric cutaway of periodical collection
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Figure 8.21 - Geometry detail at corner of reference collection

Figure 8.20 - Geometry detail at reference collection chimney
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—————1 6 Wintervuc patterned glass

6 clear safety glass

—— 228 cavity for acoustic insulation

———  Polished brown kiaat framed window

Spring loaded locking mechanism to hold
window down when opened

L 38x38 SA pine blocking

1
( - ; 12 polished brown kiaat internal cill top

———— ¥ hard cold rolled copper drip

i 55x76 unprimed mild steel T profile (cut
( web) base rail for inner window frame

Lightly exposed and polished pre-cast cast
slate window mouldings, dowel joined at
compressive joints and butt joined with

cemented joggles at lateral joints

natural slate dowel

4 38x250 chipboard expansion joint

— ~ 305x50x5 unprimed mild steel trim

38x228 wax impregnated SA pine

expansion joint

76 wide cavity for window with mild steel
tails embedded within

50x50 SA pine chair frame and blocking

22 marine plywood seat back

22 steam bent commercial plywood seat

76 brown leather upholstered polyure-

thane foam cushion bonded to plywood

N | seat with epoxy glue
e | " 225054 pinc blocking

SRS

76x22x2 pre-oxidised mild steel trim

Polished brown kiaat wainscoting

15 honed natural slate tile laid on 20
black grout bed with narrow butt joints

152 uninsulated cast in-situ concrete

floor slab

250 micron waterproofing membrane

100 sand blinding layer on 150 thick
layers of well compacted fill
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[4 Plastic lly pot with feriliser tablets
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Crushed natural slate gravel pond bed

650 geo-pipe to feed pump inlet

Epoxy based waterproofing membrane

d concrete pond shell

2209 Y hard copper pipe embedded in

concrete

fom ]

S, I

— ———— 15 honed natural slate tile

Brass fan-shaped outlet

457x610x38 sawn natural slate slabs that
form the structure of the plinth and act
as a natural DPC, laid on 38 thick flush
jointed high strength mortar beds

————  Weep-hole at petpend

1525x610 concrete foundation to
engineer’s specification

——1 200x200x6 mild steel square tube column

L Mild steel base plate grouted to concrete
footing and fixed with 200 steel holding
down bolts in adjustable pockets

Figute 8.23 - Floor to wall detail drawn at scale 1: 10
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152x610x38 new slate custom roof bricks
Laid on 38 thick high strength raked mot-
tar beds

Wire mesh fixed in waterproofing
overlaps to allow grout adhesion

3 thick bituminous watetproofing

membrane

22 marine plywood boards nailed to

timber rafters at 610 centres

76x228 tough sawn SA pine rafters fixed
with M10 bolts to ringbeam at 610 centres

100 board insulation resting

atop brandering
¥ hard cold rolled copper flashing
6 thick unprimed mild stecl shelf made up

of folded steel plate screwed into rafters
to hold lowest roof bricks in place
50x100x6 taper flange channel section
fixed with M10 bolts onto box gutter
100 mild steel strut rod welded to box
gutter and fixed with M10 bolts to
tingbeam

191x457x9 mild steel ring beam fixed to
square tube sections protruding from the
cotners of the building

100x100 mild steel equal angle scction
welded to box gutter

16 thick galvanised folded plate steel box
gutter

25x25x2 mild stecl equal angle section
screwed into plywood

146x254 mild steel beam fixed into cast
slate moulding at 1220 centres

22 thick plywood sheet to

support wainscoting

Polished brown kiaat wainscoting

Unprimed mild steel gutter on elevation

Lightly exposed and polished pre-cast re-
inforced cast slate moulding, dowel joined
at comptessive joints and butt joined with
cemented joggles at latezal joints

Polished brown kiaat framed window
6 clear safety glass

500 mild steel tensile rod cast into
foundation

Steel trim around expansion joint
50x50 SA pine brandering

12 polished brown kiaat ceiling panel
nailed at 610 centres to brandering

76x170x2 pre-oxidised mild steel trim
LED lighting strip
150x150 mild steel square tube spacer

welded to ringbeam

mild steel square tube column

Figure 8.24 - Wall to roof detail drawn at scale 1: 10
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Figure 8.25 - Photographs of final exam exhibition
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FIGURE 21

Cesare Cesariano’s Discovery of Fire,

originsofarchitecture.wordpress.com, 2019

[Image online] Available: https://originsofar-
chitecture.wordpress.com/2012/12/28/ori-
gin-myths-in-renaissance-vitruvius-editions/
[Accessed 20 May 2019].

FIGURE 2.2

Model of Te Corbusiet’s Plan Voisin,

New English Review, 2019 [Image online] Available:
https://www.newenglishreview.org/custpage.
cfm?frm=189525&sec_id=189525#_edn57
[Accessed 15 August 2019].

FIGURE 2.3

National Library locality plan

FIGURE 2.4

Information Desk at the National Library of South
Affica, Jeremie Malan Architects and Interiors, 2019
[Image online] Available: https://www.malanarchi-
tects.co.za/national-library-of-south-africa
[Accessed 27 April 2019].

FIGURE 2.5

Decorative Panels in the National Library of South
Affica, Jeremie Malan Architects and Interiors, 2019
[Image online] Available: https://www.malanarchi-
tects.co.za/national-library-of-south-africa
[Accessed 27 April 2019].

FIGURE 2.6

Interior of the National Library of South Africa,
Jeremie Malan Architects and Interiors, 2019
[Image online] Available: https://www.malanarchi-
tects.co.za/national-library-of-south-africa
[Accessed 27 April 2019].

FIGURE 2.7

Square in Front of the National Library of South
Affica, Jeremie Malan Architects and Interiors, 2019
[Image online] Available: https://www.malanarchi-
tects.co.za/national-library-of-south-africa
[Accessed 27 April 2019].

FIGURE 2.8

Atrium Volume in the National Library of South
Affica, Jeremie Malan Architects and Interiors, 2019
[Image online] Available: https://www.malanarchi-
tects.co.za/national-library-of-south-africa
[Accessed 27 April 2019].

FIGURE 2.9

Fruit salad of generic materials and fittings
FIGURE 210

Superficially applied ornamentation
FIGURE 2.1

Decorative solar ‘protection’

FIGURE 212

Impossibility to navigate without signage
FIGURE 2.13

Furnishings float in ‘ocean’ of open space
FIGURE 2.14

Sandton Library locality plan

FIGURE 215

One of the library’s many lounges
FIGURE 216

Central ramp and foyer

FIGURE 217

Unused central lounge

FIGURE 218

Low, expansive ceiling plane

FIGURE 219

Custom yet repetitive fittings

FIGURE 220
Connection to the outside

FIGURE 2.2

Civic presence of the library

FIGURE 222

Lack of internal spatial variation
FIGURE 223

Constant machine noise within
FIGURE 224

Library’s role in the square ensemble
FIGURE 225

functional legibility from codices
FIGURE 226

Tendency of users to gravitate away from large, im-
pressive spaces

FIGURE 227

Clear distinction between the inner realm of the li-
brary and the outer realm of the square
FIGURE 228

Brooklyn Library locality plan
FIGURE 229

Unremarkable and

predictable intetior experience
FIGURE 2.30

Civic presence of the library

FIGURE 2.3I

Typical interior condition

FIGURE 2.32

Rules communicated by signage

FIGURE 2.33

The manifestation of placelessness

FIGURE 2.34

Uncompromisingly utilitarian

FIGURE 2.35

Library as an institution is subservient to the mall
FIGURE 2.36

Lack of memorability of the library

FIGURE 2.37

Impossibility for social interaction

FIGURE 2.38

Endlessly repeating elements

FIGURE 2.39

Generic architectural expression means that func-
tion is communicated through signage rather than
architecture

FIGURE 240

The three dimensions of the triad

(composite image)

The Material Dimension, Arc of the World, 2019
[Image online] Available: https:/ /archoftheworld.
tumblr.com [Accessed 20 May 2019].

The Lived Dimension, Bradford F. Herzog, 1969
[Image online] Available: https://i.pinimg.com/
originals/90/90/12/90901264383d12fff08f-
b4363¢292421.pg

[Accessed 20 May 2019].

The Mental Dimension, Adolph von Menzel, 1864
[Image online] Available: http:/ /www.the-athenae-
um.org/art/full.phprID=53972#

[Accessed 20 May 2019].

FIGURE 31

Central Reading Room of the Stockholm Public
Library, 1ZOOMME, 2019 [Image online]
Available: https://www.1zoom.me/en/wallpa-
per/464559/23009.9/4956x3098

[Accessed 3 October 2019].

FIGURE 3.2

Exterior of the Stockholm Public Library,
Wikimedia Commons, 2017 [Image online] Availa-
ble: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:D-
SC09293x.jpg [Accessed 4 August 2019].
FIGURE 3.3

Staircase in the Central Reading Room of the Stock-

holm Public Library, wikiarquitectura.com, 2019

[Image online] Available: https://en.wikiarquitectu-
ra.com/building/stockholm-public-library/
[Accessed 17 June 2019].

FIGURE 34

Foyer Staircase of the Stockholm Public Li-
brary, Sam Teigen, 2010 [Image online] Available:
https://www.archdaily.com/550172/spotlight-gun-
nar-asplund/5417de55c072804873000092-spot-
light-gunnar-asplund-photornext_project=no
[Accessed 4 August 2019].

FIGURE 3.5

Children’s Reading Room in the Stockholm Public
Library, archphotographr, 2010 [Image online] Avail-
able: https://www.flickr.com/photos/33121715@
N04/5286514028 [Accessed 4 August 2019].
FIGURE 3.6

Vestibule of the Stockholm Public Library, Fed-
erico Covre, 2019 [Image online] Available:
https://divisare.com/projects/367998-gunnar-as-
plund-federico-covre-stockholms-stadsbibli-
otek#lg=1&slide=5 [Accessed 4 August 2019].
FIGURE 3.7

Timeline of the library’s development

(composite image)

The Great Library of Alexandria, O. Von Corven,
2001 [Image online] Available: https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/File:Ancientlibraryalex.jpg

[Accessed 31 May 2019].

The Twin Libraries of the Baths of Caracalla, Ve-
ronika Janssen, 2009 [Image online] Available:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Catego-
ry:Baths_of_Caracalla#/media/File:Rom_Caracal-
la-Thermen_von_S%C3%BCden.JPG

[Accessed 31 May 2019].

The Library of the Aedificium (fictional), Neil Pack-
er, 2001 [Image online] Available: https://www.
architecturalpapers.ch/index.php?ID=75 [Accessed
31 May 2019].

Michaelangelo’s Laurentian Library, Italy Mag-
azine, 2015 [Image online] Available: https://
www.italymagazine.com/featured-story/renais-

sance-part-7-architecture [Accessed 31 May 2019].

James Gibbs’ Radcliffe Camera at Oxford, The
Oxbridge Insider, 2019 [Image online] Available:
https://campusoxford.com/insider-info-the-story-
of-the-radcliffe-camera/ [Accessed 31 May 2019].

Boullee’s proposal for the Bibliotheque Nationale,

Wikimedia Commons, 2015 [Image online] Availa-
ble: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:-
Bibliotheque_nationale_boul.jpgruselang=it

[Accessed 31 May 2019].

Labrouste’s Bibliotheque Sainte Genevieve, Ma-
rie-Lan Nguyen, 2011 [Image online] Available:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Biblio-
th%C3%A8que_Sainte-Genevi%C3%A8ve# /me-
dia/File:Salle_de_lecture_Bibliotheque_Sainte-Ge-
nevieve_n02.jpg [Accessed 31 May 2019].

Gunnar Asplund’s Stockholm City Library, archikey.
com, 2019 [Image online] Available: http://archikey.
com/building/read/2867/Stockholm-Public-Li-
brary/881/ [Accessed 31 May 2019].

Alvar Aalto’s Viipuri City Library Wikimedia Com-
mons, 2011 [Image online] Available: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Vyborg_Library_Interi-
or_2.JPG [Accessed 31 May 2019].

Armaria are designed to house scrolls within walls,
Romae Vitam, 2019 [Image online] Available:
https:/ /www.romae-vitam.com/roman-baths.html

[Accessed 31 May 2019].

Chains are introduced to libraries to prevent theft,
Eric Wakkel, 2013 [Image online] Available: https://
www.messynessychic.com/2013/06/07/the-
chained-books-of-zutphen/

[Accessed 31 May 2019].

Permanent stone codex niches are built as reading
seats, David Iliff, 2019 [Image online] Available:
http://britainandbritishness.com/2017/11/glori-

ous-gloucestershire. html [Accessed 31 May 2019].

Lectern systems replace medieval book chests, Mas-
similiano Calamelli, 2014 [Image online] Available:
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