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the form of  final models and drawings.
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conclusion

8.1
In an age where the progressive and the 
novel are fetishized and the fictional ide-
al of  a man-made future utopia blinds us 
to the value of  the historical or the ex-
isting, we attempt to reimagine our world 
without questioning whether something 
need be reimagined. The public library is 
a victim of  a self-fulfilling prophecy that 
called for its reinvention in order to cope 
with a digital future and retain its rele-
vance, this reinvention took the form of  
the library being renamed as the resource 
centre and the rapid proliferation of  
these counterfeit replacements made up 
of  blended functions, technologies and 
amorphous, ill-defined spaces, have only 
acted to expand the placeless geographies 
that characterise our urban environments.

 If  new libraries are to be built as plac-
es of  meaning and significance whilst 
critically engaging with the future of  the 
type, then architects need to embrace the 
library’s essential character as an enclosed, 
well defined and regulated semi-pub-
lic space built to house physical codices 
and people whilst facilitating non-digital 
interactions. It is this typical library that 
has both value and a contemporary role, 
rather than existing as a placeless window 
into the bottomless riches of  the digital 
world. It is an enclosed space of  order, 
context and structure in contrast to the 
infinite chaos of  the outside. 

Following these concluding remarks, 
the drawings and models that have been 
made to communicate the design of  the 
library, act as the architectural manifesta-
tion of  the argument. As the fruit of  this 
investigation into the issue of  institutional 
placelessness, the architecture presented 
here should be understood by the read-
er as the final chapter of  this argument 
and as a means of  critically assessing the 
relevance and potential of  the approach 
to place-making proposed by this disser-
tation.

8.2
the architectural 
product
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Figure 8.1 - Roof  volume model making process
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Figure 8.2 - Masterplan and roof  plan of  site 
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Figure 8.3 - Basement plan of  main library building
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Figure 8.4 - Ground floor plan of  main library building
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Figure 8.5 - Mezzanine plan of  main library building
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Figure 8.6 - Design drawings of  ancillary buildings
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Figure 8.7 - Northern elevation of  main library building
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Figure 8.8 - Southern elevation of  main library building
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Figure 8.9 - Longitudinal section through main library building
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Figure 8.10 - Eastern elevation of  main library building
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Figure 8.11 - Western elevation of  main library building
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Figure 8.12 - Latitudinal section through main library building
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Figure 8.14 - Isometric cutaway of  general collectionFigure 8.13 - Isometric cutaway of  reference collection
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Figure 8.16 - Isometric cutaway of  children’s collectionFigure 8.15 - Isometric cutaway of  periodical collection
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Figure 8.17 - Section through inhabitable bay windows
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Figure 8.19 - Geometry detail at corner of  children’s collectionFigure 8.18 - Geometry detail at skylight
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Figure 8.21 - Geometry detail at corner of  reference collectionFigure 8.20 - Geometry detail at reference collection chimney
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Figure 8.22 - Technical section drawn at scale 1 : 20
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Figure 8.24 - Wall to roof  detail drawn at scale 1 : 10Figure 8.23 - Floor to wall detail drawn at scale 1 : 10
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Figure 8.25 - Photographs of  final exam exhibition
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