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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE HELD -----------------------------------------------
IN DURBAN ON THE 12th AND 13th JAN. 1985. 

The report 

--------------------------------------------/11.1 
has been broken down intjo three parts: 2/s 

Yet::o.,.. *:. 
a.SriefAbf the various r e g i o n s d ~I I v e r-ed at t h e co n f e r en c e. 
b. Rep::>rt of different group discussions held at the c:>nfere-
n c e. 
c. Rep~rt of decls~ions taken at conference, after group 
discuss ions. 

UDF y:>uth affiliates attended a national consultative meetng 
in Lenasia on the 1 0 t h and 1 1 t h November 
h:) w the UDF youth affiliates could take up 
1 9 8 5,. this opportunity was used to discuss 
natl-,nal youth organisation. 

The regions which were represented were 

The Transvaal region • 
• The Border region. 

The Westrn Cape. 
The Natal region. 
The EAstern Cape (PE). 

1 98 4 J to discuss 
IYY for the year 
the formation of 

as follows: 

n January 1984, a national consultative youth conference was 

a 

e i d i n W e ;:; e :; p :·· u l t n e ~~ t t _.., J" h a n t1 "" ~~ I, 11 r g •. A. t- o u ! 3 0 ~~ :: ·; ~ !'1 o r g a i1 i -
a t i ~ n s w e r e ,- e p r e s e n t e d f r o m v a r i o u s P a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y . A m o­
gst s:>me of the decisions taken at the conference, was that 
ince time was not yet ripe to form a national youth organisation, 
hen, ~rganisations must-consider seriously the feasibilty of 
,ming up with the idea at later stage. The same concern was 
ajsed at the Lenasia conference. Each region appointed one 
ers:>n to begin the co-ordination of regions and to initiate 
iscudions around the formation of a national youth organisat!or'l. 

;-,me of the points raised were as follows: 

T:> l:>ok at the possibility of the NYS adopting the FC. 
The possibility of the NYS being based on non-racial and 
emcratic principles of the progressive movement. 
The nature of the structure and tl:le constitution. 
Organising the South African youth under the banner of the UOF 
That special attention be given to the rural youths. 
That colours,emblem etc. be looked into. 

18. This 
eceived 

' keep 

t" 
report was not sent 4 many 
1t. The only attempt made 

them informed. 

~ ~ 

regions, as"result only 11 few 
was to phone certain regions 

******************************** 
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2. 

REGIONAL REPORTS OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE --. -- .. ·--· ---· - ·-- --· --
HELD IN DURBAN ON THE 12th AND 13th J<AN. 1985. 

This is an on the spot report of various regia ns delivered at the Durban confere­
nce. It briefly outlines the ground covered on the NYS and the position of the 
regbn with rega·rds to the formation of the NYS, including the corditions 1n the 
regbns pertaining to the stren~th and w.eaknesses of the youth organisations. 

1. TRANSVAAL REGION. 

a. That a workshop was organised to discuss the NYS. 
b. That the region supported the Idea of the NYS. 
c. That the FEDERAL STRUCTURE was adopted by the Transvaal region. 
d That since organisations were requested to come with mandates or rather give 
mandates to their delegates, the decision on the form of structure adopted was 
thereb re binding to alI orga1isations. 

2. NATAL REGION. 

a. That after the Lenasia conference, a working committee was set up in Natal. 
b. Its task was to fascilitate discusions around NYS and IYY. 
c. That the working committee represents 25 youth groups in Natal ie. Durban,PMB, 
Newcastle. 
d. That different youth organisations were visited and discusions held with those 

• y:>uth ~rganisations. 
e. Tbaat the cos.~s ard. A.ZASO c~enera 1 ::;tud~nt C~LH"~~i~~~ .. Ne~~ ~lso u:: :d ~0 

discuss IYY. 
f. That the Natal region did not rec.eive a comprehensive report on NYS after the 
Lenasia conference. That they received a report on NYS a week before the confe­
rence in Durban. 
g. As a result emphasis in the Natal region has been on the IYY rather then NYS. 
h. That the region hels workshops, and that their delegates were mandated to take 
decisi:lns at the conference. 
i. That at this stage the Natal region saw need for a national co-ordinating struc­
ture, not a national youth organisation. 
j. Rec:>mmendations made on NYS: 
*That skilled and experienced personnel be at the leadership of the NYO. 
*That they should be exposed to material and resources. 
*That problems of co-ordination should be overcome. 
*That there must~<o'rganisational capacity to carry out the requirements of the NYO. 

That during the launch of the NYO, the position of the state with regards to the 
s ituat i~n in the Vaal and reppress ion through the treason trial should be serious fy 
C:Jns i dered. 
I. That the structure and poI icy have not been discussed, that as soon as the reg ior. 
ready those aspects would attended to • 
m. That the national youth structure should afflate to the UDF and take up IYY. 

3. EASTERN CAPE. 

a. That held discusions on formation of regional structure to take up IYY and draft 
a regional programme on IYY. 
That E. CAPE organisations are, P ayco, Gel vandal e Youth N\ovement, Grayco, P eyco, 
Westvi II e Y)uth N'ovement, Uyco, Kirkwood Youth Congress. 
c. That the region was not consulted about the last conference held in Lenasia. 
d. That other youth groups had prob I ems financially in making it to the conference. 
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3. 

lr.WESTERN CAPE (CAYCO). 
l'a.Agree Jn principle to the formaton of the NYO in1985. 
Reas~ns. 
*Thaere w~uld be closer co-operation and co-ordination between various youth 
.., rganisat Ions. 
*lmP~I"tance of formulating and developing acai'lerent youth moV'ement In the country. 
*Unifying our youth organisations , both structur<rily and politicall.y is far more 
advantageous for our liberation struggle. 
*Its formation would ensure a disciplined and organised youth that can scientificall~ 
work ~ut strutegies and tactics. 

b. The fo I lowing national and international issues are Important when considering 
the NYS. 
With regards to: 
*International Youth Year 1985. 
*30 years of the F. C. 
*Education Charter. 
c. That CAYCO is mindfull of particular weaknesses nationally. That however, 
these can be overcome. 
d. That the organisation accepts the proposal on the NYS made in the Lenas ia 
c::>nf erence. 
e. That it supports the move for the NYS to formed on the 6th April depending on 
the ,c-,ndit ions. 

5. BORDER REG ION. 

a. That they have been out of t::luc~ with the discusions around IYY andNYS though 
the~' tried to k~e~ pace. 
b. That they are In favour of the move to f.,rm a natior.af y:l~t!": ?rganisation. 
c. That they have prob I ems 'Nit~~ :1at i·:mal c:-ordinating committee. 

NB. REGIONS WHICH WERE NCT REPRESENTED 'y.VERE THE OFS AND THE 
NORTHERN CAPE. 

******************************* 
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Opposition to mili tar isation and mili tariem vas identified as important in (u? 0 
struggle f<jJ: a n_,n-racial and -:iemoc!'atic Sou1:u Afric3.. The aggression of the 
SAJF ln th9 past has sh::..tn :. t. t0 be acLnJ; -:iirectlJ in the interests of the 
apa~theid system. 'th.:.s means that we can not have just peace or free society 
in South Afr~ca untill the SADF has been dismantle~. 

It was howeveT noted that militarisation affects different areas in different 
ways - townships have beern invaded, whites are c~n~cripted into the SADP and 
colotJred and i.nd~an communities face similar fates in the fiJ"tnre. Hence the 
oppos~tion to militarisation will te taken up in each ~rea according to the 
condi.t~ons and effP.cts expierienced there. 

Camt--d.i~s/f"cuses can therefore range from solidarity protests with tot.rn~hip 
residents, a national campaign to end conscrip~ion and a preparative and 
educative campaign ,around the extension of conscription, in the coloured and 
indian areas. Also, •broader focuses could unify organisations across areas, eg. 
Fo~us on Namb~.a 01: Focus on the Milita-rism in the schools. 

The IYY campaign was identified as an imp~rtant campaign for 1983 and it was 
felt that a mi.Ltarisation focus ch:::mld be included. This v-rould be d'~cussed 
w::.th the riT corr:mitte~ by UDF mil-!.tar:.sati:m CO!il'!l~ttee !'e;.'z.'""Th~s has given 
rise to the' su;;~est~on th<1t the IYY ccr.:mittee be appr·)achea·~tthe possabLllity 
£or representation on the~r structure by rep(s) from the lJ'I:lF ::lilitarisat on 
committee. 

Structures: 

Pr ~l<'::.":.m: 

It was sua~este'i that the.-c:e be a sta.ndina mil.ltarisa-t-i:m co::1mittee 
~-- " " 

to :non:_ tor th~ region with respect to ahti-iTlili tari sation activity. 
The follm-ring ::>ugcstions •.•ere made: 

1) One rep per area on the committee. 

2) The coll'.r.Ji ttee would coordinate broad re,<:ionaJ: events. 

3) Rep's From the corr~'Tli ttee •::ill ;!isi t o'~her orgatJisaticns 
viz. :::sc:, COSG and othe:::s, to ~'{plai:n thP UTI.? po:itio~. on 
this matte~ and collect fee~-back for the coordination 
pur~oses of the co~~ittee. 

4) I'!on-TJ:D? gr.011ps r.:::.y send ob:;ervers tc the co~m.lttee me-etings. 

5) The cor::::1ittee ',.fonld i:Ji tiate national comtact c:~d sti ... ..:late 
invol;.·ei:lent in" national ever.ts. 

a) Semina:-s - Hilitarisation 
- The role of the SADF in the defence of Apartheid 
-Coscription 
- History of Conciencious Objection. 
- Militarisation in the schools (Xom spcel saa~ 

Hearts and Vint!.s 
Cadets etc.) 

b) !'.edia- Committee asigned to keep r::cord::> of 3AJF activity 
i11 diffe~ent areas viz. Fnotos, Aff'idavits etc. 

-Compile a booklet of affidavits. 
- Noni tor military propaganda in the co!l'.!!IC!.'cial media. 
- Jistribute 'Objector• 
-Collect all media relating to the ~AD~ vi:. Pa-c:atu~ etc. 

as resources for th~ seminars. 
- Organise the media to advertise evenr.~. 

1-ut out a reg.:.onal nP·•sletter. 
- Draw up a C?lendar showing historic events pertaininb 

to the S:\D? and Mi 1 itari::;ation. eg. Kassin;;J. etc. 
- Coordinate:· the proau(;tiun of stickers and ·.r-sh Lrtr.: ·1tc. 
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c) General - Look into ~etting up of peace camps for children of 
suportative parents. 

- Or~anise church ~oup seminars. 
-Coordinate the following regional focuses 

* Sharpville 
* Namibia Day 
* Sebokeng Day 
*Kassinga Day 

21/3 
26/8 

/10 
26/5 

d) Fund raisin~- C1llture shovrs ( shows, plays, poetry, etc.) 
- Video evenings 
-Progressive jorls 
- Sell m~ia produced 

17(;) 
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