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REFPORT OF THE NATI ONAL. CONFERENCE HELD

_IN DURBAN ON THE 12th AND 13th JAN, 1985,

....... R 2

The repor't has been broken down infjo three parts:

ar &
a.Brief g the various regions dellvered at the conference.
b. Repart of different group discussions held at the confere-
nce.
¢. Report of decissions taken at conference, after group
discussians.

GENERAL BACKGRQOUND.

UDF youth affiliates attended a national consultative meetng

in Lenasia on the 10th and 11th November 1984, to discuss

how the UDPF youth affiliates could take up IYY for the year
15985, this opportunity was used to discuss the formation of a
national youth organisation.

The regions which were represented were as fgojjgws:

. The Transvaal region.
.The Border region.

The Westrn Cape.

The Natal! region.

The EAstern Cape (PE).

n January 1984, a national consultative youth conference was
eid in We gespruit next to Johanneshurg. About 330 voth organi-
atisns were represented from various parts of the country. Amo-
gst somea of the decisions taken at the conference, was that
irmnce time was not yet ripe to form a national youth organisation,
hen, a2rganisations must-consider seriously the feasibilty of
sming up with the idea at later stage. The same concern was
ajsed at the l.enasia conference,Each region appointed one
erson tc begin the co-ordination of regions and to initiate
iscudions around the formation of a national youth organisation.

iome of the points raised were as follows:

Ty Ilook at the possibility of the NYS adopting the FC.
The possibility of the NVYS being based on non-racial and
emcratic principles of the progressive movement.
The nature of the structure and the constitution.
QOrganising the South African youth under the banner of the UDF
That special attention be given to the rural youths.
That colours,emblem etc. be looked into.

*o ~ "
IB. This report was not sent,many regions, as;result only,few
eceived It. The only attempt made was to phone certain regions
5 keep them informed.
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REGIONAL REPORTS OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE |

HELD IN DURBAN ON THE 12th AND 13th J&N, 1983,

This is an on the spot report of various regions delivered at the Durban confere-
nce. It briefly outlines the ground covered on the NYS and the position of the
region with regards to the formation of the NYS,including the corditions in the
regions pertaining to the strength and weaknesses of the youth organisations.

1. TRANSVAAL REGION,

a. That a workshop was organised to discuss the NYS.,

b. That the region supported the Idea of the NYS.

c. That the FEDERAL STRUCTURE was adopted by the Transvaal region.

d. That since organisations were requested to come with mandates or rather give
mandates to their delegates, the decision on the form of structure adopted was
therefore binding to all organisations.

2. NATAL REGION,

a, That after the L.enasia conference, a working committee was set up in Natal,

b. Its task was to fascilitate discusions around NYS and IYY.

c. That the working committee represents 25 youth groups in Natal ie. Durban,PM3,
Newcastle.

d. That different youth organisations were visited and discusions held with those
yauth >rganisations.

e. That the COSAS ard AZASQ genera! studant ecouncils, werse alsc ucad o
discuss 1YY,

f. That the Natal region did not receive a comprehensive report on NYS after the
L.enasia conference, That they received a report on NYS a week before the confe-
rence in Durban,

g. As a result emphasis in the Natal region has been on the IYVY rather than NVYS.
h. That the region hels workshops, and that their deiegates were mandated to take
decisions at the conference.

i. That at this stage the Natal region saw need for a national co-ordinating struc-
ture, not a nationai youth organisation.

j. Recommendations made on NYS:

*That skilled and experienced personnel be at the leadership of the NYO.

*That they should be exposed to material and resources.

*That probliems or co-ordination shouid be overcome,

*That there must 8r‘gamsat|onal capacity to carry out the reguirements of the NYO.

That during the launch of the NYO, the position of the state with regards to the
situation in the VVaal and reppression through the treason trjal should be seriously
considered.

{. That the structure and policy have not been discussed, that as soon as the regior
ready those aspects would attended to .
m. That the national youth structure should affiate to the UDF and take up IVYY,.

3. EASTERN CAPE,

a, That held discusions on formation of regional structure to take up IYY and draft
a regional programme on YV,

That £, CAPE organisations are, Payco,Gelvandale Youth Movement,Grayco,Peyco,
Westville Youth Movement, Uyco, Kirkwoad Youth Congress.,

c. That the region was not consulted about the last conference held in Lenasia.

d. That other youth groups had problems financially in making it to the conference.
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yWESTERN CAPE (CAYCO).
a. Agree In principle to the formaton of the NYO in1985.

Reasons.
*Thaere would be closer co-operation and co-ordination between various youth

arganisations.
*mportance of formulating and developing acoherent youth movement In the country.

*Unifying our youth organisations , both structuraily and politically is far more

advantageous for our liberation struggle.
*ts formation would ensure a disciplined and organised youth that can scientifically

work sut strutegies and tactics.
b. Tha following national and international issues are important when considering

the NYS.
wWith regards to:
*International Youth Year 1985,

*30 years of the F,C.

*=—ducation Charter,
c. That CAYCO is mindfull of particular weaknesses nationally. That however,

these can be overcome,
d. That the organisation accepts the prooasal on the NYS made in the Lenasia

conf erence.
e. That it supports the move for the NYS to formed on the 6th April depending on

the ,conditions.

5. BORDER REGION,
a, That they have been out of touch with the discusions around Y'Y andNVYS though
thev tried ts kzef pace.

b. That they are In favour of the move to foarm a natioral vouth srcanisation,
c. That they have problems with natiomal cc-ordinating committee.

N8B, REGIONS WHICH WERE MCT REFFPESENTED WERE THE CFS AND THE
NCRTHERN CAPE,

%8 208 X0 3 30 XX 8 2 20 03 2 e 3k 2e e e A e xe e 2K e e X K X K X K
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OF THE HousiNng commsSionl (FERrRUARY_IQ) / 6 (D
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[
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Opposition to militarisation and militarism was identified as important in 06;7(11)
struggle for a non-racial and democratic Soutu Africa. The aggression of the

SADF in the past has shzwn it to be act.ng directl, in the interests of the
apartheid system. Thiz means that we can not have just peace or free society

in South Africa untill the SADF has been dismantled.

It was however noted that militarisation affects different areas in different
ways = townships have beem invaded, whites are conscripted into the SADS and
coloured and indian communities face similar f4dtes in the future. Hence the
oppos.tion to militarisation will bte taken up in each area according to the
corditions and effects expierienced there.

Cam.aigns/focuses can therefore range from solidarity protests with township
residents, a national campaign to end conscripiion and a preparative and
educative campaign,around the extension of conscription, in the coloured and
indian areas. Also, ‘broader focuses could unify organisations across areas, eg.
Focus on ¥Nambia or Focus on the Militarism in the schools.

The IYY campaign was identified as an important campaign for 1985 and it was
felt that a mil_tarisation focus should bc included. Thes would be dicussed
with the I¥Y commitites by UDF militarisation cocmmittee *e s, T h ‘s has given
rise to the suggestion that the IYY ccmmittee be appraac*nq 25 the possabillity
for representation on their structure by rep(s) from the TDF ailitarisat on
committee,

& : . :
Structvres: It was suggested that t,F be a standing militarisation committee
to monitor the region with respect to anti-militarisation activity.

The following augcstions were made:

—d
~..7

Cne rep per area on the committee.

2) The committee would coordinate broad recional events

3} Rep's From the committee will visit  cther organisaticos
viz. I2C, COSG and others, to cxplain the UDP pocition on
this matter and collect feed-back for the cocordination
purzcses of the committee.

4) Non-URF groups may send observers to the cominittee meetings.

5) The committee would initiate national comtact and stimclzate
involvement ig national events.

Program: a) Seminars - Militarisation
- The role of the SADF in the defence of Apartneid
-Coscription

- History of Conciencious Objection.

- Militarisation in the schools (¥Xom speel saam
Hearts and inds
Cadets etc.)

b) Yedia - Committee asigned to keep records of 3iDF activity
different areas viz. Fhotos, Affidavits etec.
-Compile a booklet of affidavits.
- Monitor military prorvaganda in the commercial media.
- Distribute 'Objectox!
-Collect all media relating to the 3ADT viz. Paratus etc.
as resources for the seminars.
Organise the media to advertise evenrs.
Put out a regional newsletter.
Draw up a calendar showing historic events pertaining
to the SADF and Mi'itarisation. eg. Kassinm etc.
Coordinate the proauction of stickers and T-shirts =2tc.
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¢) General - Look into setting up of peace camps for children of /C;Zié;)
suportative parents.
- Organise church group seminars.
-Coordinate the following regional focuses

* Sharpville 21/3
* Namibia Day 26/8
* Sebokeng Day /10
*Kassinga Day 2%/5
d) Fund raising - Culture shows { shows, plays, poetry, etc.)
- Video evenings
-Progressive jorls
- Sell media produced
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