
Compatriots 1 

m:;::m.AOE OF THE NATIONAL EXEClJtiVE COMJ.UTl'l'Jl: OF 

'l'l!E ..:IIFR.=-:::;.IC.;.;Al-;.;:.;..1 _.lJ;.;.;/•;;;.T;;,;IO;.;;I.;.;:AL-... ... CO ... i-..lG;.;.;RE;;;;·:·;;;.;;ss ON THE OCCASION 

QE._D·rn J NfUAAY, 1905, DBI,IVERI!.'D BY cmtRADE 

A ne~z :Jeer hac begun, bringing ~rzi th it fresh hopes and new c~a.l.lenges • 

I am sure that I expreao our colleotivo conviction when I sey that 

during thio deo~d.e 1 each Year has brought us closer to our cherished 

goal - the total liberation of our country. 

Th(l bells that ranc- in tllo New YeDr ,lore, for us, a. oa.l.l to battle, 

oumrnoning ~G to cvor greo.~er involvement nnd persi3tonco in tho 

otrucrclo fer democr.:o.tio chc.:;;c • H~J cc...• a..'1d will rr.eot tho new ch~lor-.goo 

3ucccssfully. ~10 cor~id~noo with which wo make this bold ossertion is 

b~cd on our unflinchir..g corr.t:'li tmcnt to fight with all our might, mak.i.ng 

all tho necosoary oo.crificca, until victory io ours. 

Compatriots, 

Todo,y1 January 8th, 1985, \'lO oboorvo and cclobra.te 73 yoDrs of the 

African No.tiono.l Cong.rosa. As ha.o boon tho practice in the past, the 

National Excoutiv~ Committee of the ~TC addroaocs an annual masaago to 

you on this our na.tional ~. To do oo ia both a duty and a privilego. 

It is a. duty because history has entrusted us with thd daati.ny of our 

oountry1 and t-to thcroforo must tozothcr rcndor to ono another, to tho 

a.llios and o.otivo aurportora of our str~gclo, and to hiEJtory i tsolf, an 

oocount of our "EltCIIICl.rdnhlp over tho pnst twol vo months • Wo must together 

analyse and lourn from our oxporienoc on tho battlefront to victory, to 

CDrVC out thu path to ou=- hictcricD.lly determined destination. 

To addrooa you, oompo.triota 1 on January 8th, 1985, is a privilogo. for, 

HO urc a.ddret~nine a fighting pooplo, who during a particularly forooiotls 

offunsivc by the onorny, have accumulated a rooord of resistance and 
otruggl~ wor·th,'y· of our ere at heroes and ma.t'tyrs, o. people who not only 

hove tho rcoilioncu that dofio3 defeat, but ruco tho oapa.ci ty to rise 

to the cha.ll-'llr,03 of tho hour nnd movo on ·to tho offo.oai vo, a. pooplo 

\d th a. ~loriumJ futuro to fic;h·t for, 0. touc;h and brutal ononv to face, 

\lll fl.Sour~d na<l cpooh-mnlcing victory to win. 
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It is 5 yoC'ra oinoo wo raJ.lio OW*~o azoound the- demnnds of the 

Froo<.lom ChC'rtor dUl'ing 1980, the I..- of tho Chartor. '!his yo~, l1S 

wo mark the 30th Mni vorsa.ry of thllt hiatorio document, wo onn ~1i th 

confid~nco a~ thnt in ntru~«lc 1 millions of us h~vo r~affirmcd that tho 

Freedom Churter consti t'ltes ·tho embodiment of our d.oopoot ospirations 

a.nd tho blueprint for a. nO\.f South Africa. 

1984 onw ua take bold stupe forward on tho road to freedom. 'nlo path 

t.Jo ~1c::.ve travorGccl was fraught tli tll numoroua da.r.gors a.nd. haza.rda. But 

dospito thane, it io clear a.t the and of 1984- tho Yoar of tho Womcn1 

th~t wo lmvc ouccocdcd in shifting tho bola.n.oo of pO\JOr Hi thin our coun­

try in rnvovr· L•J.' t!1~,; i'orous fiehtin-7. t'or nation.JJ. liborntion, GoGicl 

j,.::;ticc u.nd gunuir~c. pence in Southern At'rica.. Throush porsistc11t collcc­

tivo labour n.nll llc:.licc.tion \-JO hnvo made o~.t,;nifica.nt prOGTCSo in forgi~ 

~\ty people':~ movement Cl£o.i.nst tho l'acbt monstrosity..,. kJ "Vro sn.id 

l.:.:.:·.t Jc.:tr, it is ir. U11..J <.:.tt2.0k t!1at ·,rictury i:J to be found. 

Dy c.ttc.cl:in~;, \·10 dofc<:'.:tcd thu elfort!1 of tho r2.0ist regime to mobilise 

the In~ian an~ Colourod, or so-called Coloured, aoctions of tho black 

populc:~tion itr~o a.cccptl'.ncu of tho apc.rthcid constitution. 

D,;; ct:r r.:.:fu:::c.l to be bullied into Mcuptrncc of tho enemy • s consti tutio­

r,o.l ~ch...:mc:; 1 \/L~ rccl'firmcd our doturmin<.~tion to d()fend the 1mi ty of tho 

lll:.1e!~ puopl:; in pur::mi t of l". common victor~ ncoinst .:~. common enemy. Wo 

vrorc a.:=:;:::;..:r'bing- th-.: truth thc.t frouclom iu indivisible, th"'-t freedom for 

oomc i:::; i'ruwU.orn for none, nnd huncc 1 th.:~.t no scotian of tho lllu.ck per lc 

cc::.n be free 1r1ililo another in oppro:Jsod. 

Tho dcfeo.t of thu enemy's plans in k.:le;t.1.ct cxprussud our common osacrtion 

th~t npe.rthuiU. CC:'.nno·t bo reformed. Dy boycotting tho apartheid elections 

\·lu denounced Botho.' :3 11roform" pro,:j'I'ammO t'..a a ohu.m. 

These victoriu~; v1uru of &"::'I.l.:'.b importuncc for tho further rulvanco of our 

atl"tlC:lc. Thl;y ocrvod to rc:doo tho dur,roe:: of ioolntion of tho oppressivo 

roGimo, o.nJ. tl ~ron~;thu n.ud. "tho ro.nka of thu forcco oommi tJ~od to tho victory 

of th·.: tlemocrr.tic rcvol uti on in 011r coun·~ry • Thoy confirmed our commit­

mont t,o tho rovolu·~ionary p{Jrsp<.~otivo of tho coizuro of power by tho 

puoplll end th-.: lJUiltling of a. n,ow •aooiot.y in C\ unitod, domocratio and 

nonwrc.oio.J. South A:.rion. 
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Cor:trc.clos Mel ?riu!1ds 1 

By attackinG, HC frustrated tho onomy• s a.ttompts1 to contain tho mili­

tMt dornocr~~tic trode union movcml.lnt c.rul transform it into ~ tozno c.nd 

timid ohndo\'1 thc.t o.ccord.o with tho rocrimo's wishoa. 

Tl:i:~ incrcc.:;Ltl thl..! foL!l'u thc.t thu whi to minoritY regime hns of tho power 

of tho or~JC'.ni::;oG. blMk \rorkers of our country. 

Thnt is vJhy tlurin:~ thio pru.Jt ycnr, o.o o.t othor times in tho past, it 

hC:'..s imprinom:cl1 'bunnod1 ba.niahud Pllld oven aaaasoinctod loaders o.nd 

u.cti vints of the Li.omocratic trc.do union mo~t. Wo talco this opportu­

ni ty to sal,Jtc: tl!o workers of our country who, in thu tooth ot tho most 

vicioun r<..cb·~.; pcr;Jccution, hc.vu cuuto.incd and kept alivo the spirit of 

:-r.i.!..~.:~_~nt dcmocrctic trcdu unionism such oo i:J embodied in tho _Qolioy and -· -----
rro.srnr..mc of t!w South .Afric2..n Con6Tcss of Trndo Unions (SACTU). 

liuring 19841 in nddi tion to thu mDenificont sl1op-floor struc;glcs \-taged 

b~, tho Harkers, \JO Hero inspirud by th.:: uni tccl net ion taken by blo.ck ond 

\·:hi to workers, ~· .. nd their vu.riouu unions 1 in thoir confrontati'?n with 

lifG"hvold St-..:(.:1. Ag.:Un in Octobor 1 for thu firot time in 30 yoFJXs, tho 

blc..ck min ... Morkcro embe>.rkctl <m a. coordinatcU. national offensive in thia 

most sonni tivc ::;actor of tho South .Afric~ economy. 

T!;.e lcznon from the victories wo have r:;cof'.::ld o.nd tho advances wo havo 

made is thc..t 1 in future, our objective rm'st bo thc..t wherever ~ struggle 

erupts - be i·ii in a. mino or factory 1 a. farm or a building si to 1 a. shop 

or ~ oorvicc contra - we must ~morgo from such atrugglaa ~dth strong~cr 

\·rvrkcr~' or::~c.niua.tions 1 a. hic-h~r lovul of political consciouanosa and 

c.:. grcat0r dotorninc.tion to ficht on as a uni tod force 1 whctovcr tho cost 

to ourselvco ~2 individuals. 

The organised Hork~ro forrnod tho cora of the historic Transvaal stey­

a.t-homc which po::ra.lyscd industry o.rul. oommcroo in tho eccnomio heart­

land of tho country n.nd compollod tho onpi tn.list owners of proporty 

to speak out. In o~ unprccuuont~d movu, tho organisations of tho loa­

dint. capi tcliot::; drew tho nttuntion of tho ruling group to tho fa.ct 
------------------

thnt the cvntinucd uso of tho uld methods of roprossion would only 

serve to i1.spiro t!10 workers tc intensify thoir offeneivo. 
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During thio tnll.3civc struffglo, wo a.chiovod a. lovol of uni tccl a.o·tion ernong 

all soctiono of t!10 opprosacd1 arul tho dcmoora.tio forces oo a whole 1 which 

rnust servo a.o a. bn..'1io for tho further oaoP~t\tion of tho uni tcu pooplo 1 o 

:JtrUl;glo for tiN vic·~ory of tho na.tionaJ. dornoora.tio revolution. vlo 

werm.ly salute all the workers o.nd trodo unionists who 1 in oo·aon, 

o.t"firmod tho correctness of tho pcrapootive wo put for\'laz-d lost yoar 1 

that the offoMi vc of tho \-lor king close is t a.nd must bo 1 an integral 

part of tho nntionel liberation atrur,glc. 

Compatriots 1 

'!he studont and \·lorking you.th of our countl'Y have once more confirmed 

thcil place in our hoo.rto o.s the pride of the nation. Those relentless 

fi,:;h t(;rs for a South .Africa tht~.t ~10 can proudly call our o\m ha.vc, 

thr~·u::;hout thi::; prwt yam:<, swollod the ra.nl:s of the maDs movement by 

joininc tho otru:·t'~·lc in hundreds of thousa'1.<1.'3 • Dcspi to t!li...: OC'.r.lpcign of 

::'lu........c_or ~ terror unlu2.:;!1ecl by the r.:':.Cists againct them, includine tho 

very young1 they hm·o stood firm in their demands. '!hey ha.vo rofusecl 

bo brec.k from the r<'nks of tho strw;G"ling moasses. In aaluti~ our 

stud.Jnta and worldns y•;uth, wo can truly sey tha·t they h<!.vo corned for 

t!lcmscl vcs tho l1onouJ of hoing call eel the Yotmg Lions • . ._..... ==-----

T'nrcuch tho..;ir 2.0tions 1 supported M.u reinforced by thu \-torl:crs a.ncl the 

parent~, t!wy hc.vc: forced tho apartheid regime to ci ve c;round on mC1J1.Y 

i:::st:cs. To buill on those advances, \'10 must ensure th~t the Ed~<:~ 

C~~r becomes t:r..,:: common plctform of tea.churs, parunts c.n,l stuJ.cnts 

in tho mn.ss otrugcl(; for n democratic syotom of education. 

A sp0cia.l rcsporwi bili ty U.cvolvoa on our youth U.uring 1985. ""frJ its 

u<.:cision to observe tho In·~ornational Ycor of tho fouth, tho racist 

rogimo ha.s tiu'..J\m clol-m tho gauntlot ·to ·tho youth cf our country. A-nong 

th~..: nu1n::::ruur; crime:-; thin rogimo has cornrni ttcd c:mtl continue::; ·~o commit 

e>.ga.iriGt our people, :::orne of its most b:.:inuus hnv-o hoc..n.B.P:9QJf;i,qally 
-·· .-····-- ·····---··-·-···· -- .. ---···-~------··--·· ·-·· ---

['J._sO.innt our ,tuu"th a.nu ehiltlron. 

On the shoulclcr:J of tho o.pu.rthoid rogimo rest uuch crimuo ll!3 the sca.n­

tlc~ouzly hit~h inft:'.Jlt r.tortali ty ro.to t~.mcfll.sst l.Jlack chil<!ron; the doa.th 

c.nd cl<::form.:-:tion of our youne C.3 a ronul t of rn.:Unutri tion; tho atunting 

of their L,Towth tlu•ough. tho ueo ()f Ghilu lnbour; tho wcrpi~~ of their 

intollectuc~ U.cvelopmont throw:h B<'.lltu Education. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



.. -
South Af'ricc. in li ttcrocl with tho e-ra.vos of young pntriot!l who wore 

n~~oacrcd by tho a.parthoid rogimo in 1976 and in tho subsequent years. 

'rhio oclf-~nmo regime, which boars rooponoi~ility for those orimos 1 hos 1 

------with crcu.t impucl.onoe t docitlcd to ob:Jorvo ·tho I11'born:ltionDJ. Yo or of tho 

Youth 1 who::;e motto icn Participation, Dovolopmcnt M.tl Peace I We call 

upon the youth to take thio yco:r ~ their own anll to uaa it D..S a ml)a.ns 

to aavnnco our cwn pcrapcctivos of youth participation in society, in 

dovolopmon.t owl in tho etrugg.la for poc.oa. Tho gains we hnvo soorod in 

youth mobilisation and organisation provide ~ beois for greater progress 

toward tho umoracnca of a. oocioty \'lhioh \'lill defend antl promote tho 

gonuino intcro:Jt:J of our youth. 

Compatriot:::, 

Wo dasigna.tad 1984 aa "Tho Year of tho Women" with the <U:prooa purpose 

of conccntretin~ our efforts on tho mobilisation of our womonfold as 

acti vc pe.r·~icip2 .. nts in the strucglo vt~"'"Cd by our nationcl liberation 

novorr.~.:nt. Ti1u rosponsc to our call "~:oblt.;U Org~"lioo o.r:.d Ur....i to for People ts 

Power" he:.; bt on cor::monda.blo. Now democra.tio ~.,roman's orca.nisa.tions ha.va 

ome:re;od. GrL c.tor nu.':loora of our \·JO:nonfolk. hc.vo been drrur:n into struggle. 

He obocrvcd l iotorio dcyo lil~c tho .3oth CJudvorsary of tho Fodora.tion 

of South .Af.:-i JM \·Ior.1un at impros:Ji vo rollion • National ~·lemon's D~ -

Allguot 9th -we.o t'arncd. into a. \'lOok of oe."npoi{;ning against tho fraudulent 

Colourcu OJ'l(l Im:ie.n po.rliomonte.ry clootions. In this mc.nnor our womono­

folk further promotcc\ the unity of rul the opprcscod Mtl domocra.tio 

forcco 1 trnn2cenUing tho bnrri~ra of rnco 1 colour, sox and orocd. 

Intensive ~TU3Groot mobilisation of wo~en cs equal participants in tho 

ovcrrlll no.tion.:U 3trur;gle has laid tho ha.sis for tho croa.tion of a. 

national ~·lumen Is or~ll.nioa.tion '!r1hich could be foumlcd on tho principles 

contained in -~he hi:.rtoric \~omen Is Charter • 

Our \'IOm~n 1r10ro n.ctive in .:Ql 'tho lKi.~·Uos ~ihich confronto<;l. our communi-

tioa durin.n; ·~he Yct:'I'. In many of thc3o 1 e.o in Sobokeng1 they fought 

in cho front ranlw. A:1 p.:\I'onts, mothcre, and workers they stuod firmly 

bcsidu their maz~olk on~ children against forood removals, otarvation 

wneos 1 incr:::a::;ad ron to a.nu taxes 1 intorior education anll health sorvioas 1 ------·- ----- .. ~--·-·-· 

demanding full ci tizonship rir:hts for D..ll our people in a unitary, 

nvn-ro.cial :;ociuty • 
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Tho ohoourr.r,ing rosflonao c:-.f our womon ito tlto oall to join Umlch0nto Wet 

Siz\JO 1 t-~h.ioh hc-..a rooul tod in more womcl\ joinin« tho penplo t s ErrrrcJ' durine ------tho couroo of tho yoo..r, h~ ono ot tho bost weya of observing tho 

Y~.•:.r of tho ~·1om~n. __. 

Tho rcu.ctinn to our a.ppool b,y tho International communi·~y in r,cnoroJ., 

nncl \·Jomon 1o crc-C'.nisations in particul£Er 1 in pra.otica.lly all tho conti­

n~.:nts of tho elobc, w&a most outstnruling in mobilising mora moro.l. nnd 

mr.tcric.l. oupport for our strugglo. This support was crowned by tho 

pr~oontc.:tiva l'l' th'-' Eugcnu C"t·tl>ll biar<.l by the ~-TID!<' to our dactr sister 

a.nl m~ ~hur r A11ortin:J. Sis\ll u. 

\·lu cru.l on our · .. wncn to lJUilcl en tho~o irnprcssi vc nchiovcmont:.:~. \ie 

urge nthe:r ~cc ~ions c.'f our ~·eoplo to continue.; to civc their support ~d 

cr_ ::cr·~ tu c.::;si:..:ta.ncc to our heroic \'IU!ilOn 1 ffilithcrs and sister::; 1 Go thnt 

tho:.;y cO .. J1. pl<;j· -~J-:.uir riehtful role .:!.:3 co-fi.::;ht..::rs a.nll co-li'ucr~tora of 

ovr mo thorl<.• . .n<l. 

D<.:3~i to c..ll tho .:\Chicvcm-:mts \-IO have ao f .:t.r m~o, \·IC nrc :.r~ill f ace<.l 

1-ri th t}:.:.; l1i.:CCGS ity uf 0-COOFrlpliGhin,<s oth~,.;r t.:u:;k::; wo have sc·~ O\.lrGlll vcs r 

p<.l·tic'Jlc..rl./ til•~ uni·~y o!' thu llomccru.tic trL!.Llu uniun mov~rr . ..::nt. 1985 is 

t> .. 30th Juliver:;.:l.t';/" of tho foumling of S/.CTU. During this .Annivorsn.ry 

t1J intc!t:;if.[ (;U.c c.f.i.'ortu to form ono unitc.:U. tlcmocra.tic t1•ncl0 union fcdo­

ratiun. ~:u r.lC:nvcr<'.tic trcJ.e union. sh~.;ulJ. be oxcluJ.oJ. from such ~ fcdc-

rc:..tion. 

'.£1hc \olarkin(; cl~·.m: of our country has J.omonstr.:1tucl its cornbu.ti vcnoss in 

tlN tmproc~,;<.lon·~uJ. number of ::>trikcu thc.t took pl.:I.Co cluril1f'7 tho pa:Jt yoe:r. 
----~~~-----------~ ~ 

So that thiu_:ulitu.ncy yg1 not-~~- ~:;_siiJc>.;t<.;tl, we s~.~-hl nou otri vc 

tO',/l!rds ono uni;m for co.ch industry, thu orcanication of tho unorr,a.ninccl 

c>.nr·, the unct:Jployctt1 a.n~ tho launching l)f l'. r.u:~.ss offunsivo <l{;cinst tho 

ru~u()tiun of our livinr.~ ntc..n~ar~o. Ha s~:oul<l tro<'.t thu ~.!l:.j"'"ur---.:.y_<.lo_no to 

~io r.ruot h.-.rnc~:~ tlw oc.llootivo etronv,th ot' t!to \oscrki~ clcJ3G not merely 

to improvo tho iflli.ladiP.ta economic conC.i tioM vf thnt cli'.:J:J, ~Jut to bring 

about domocratio chv.nt;e in our country • Tilo .ANC jnins tho so trado unio­

nifltn <lho cl'J.l for groator involvumunt un ·~he part of workoro l'.ltCl thoir 

uniono in tho a-tru(":,c,lc for r:umocrlltio chM:_.I'\J • 
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1985 f n.l.ls on tho ova ot tho oontonary ot ~ Da_y • In rocogni tion ot tho 

bondo that 1 inl: the lJorkoro of South Atrioa. with tho so of other lands, 

MC\Y' Dey wl".n m.~.rkod in a number of industrial oontros tm"o1J0hout South 

Africa U.uril'llJ 1934• ~·lo call on all our workers to ensure by their actions 

th.:-.t ~ley D.:;y io rocogniood. cs a. paid lJUblio holiuey. 

In n tmiquc aho\1 of international solidarity, tho black ~liliC\·rorkcra, who 

o.ro M1onent tho lovro~t pr.iil ~ most brtJtc.ll.y oxploi tod of our workors, 

U.ipputl intu their o•Jor-loen pockoto £'.nd modo a. mo<loat <lona·tion towards 

th•J otrikc funLl of tho Dri tish mincro, vho oru w6{Iing a lifo and <loath 

n·~rtl(~.:.;lu tr, ot~vo their joba. We tt:'.kc this opportunity- to commoml thin 

oxlll':lpla.ry 2..0tion on tho ptlZ't of 01.1r minoru. 

Tho cliu~o~:::o::::::ion o.f' our pooplc of tho lo..l'lll tha.t is thoiro rom.Unn ono 

of the moe·~ burnin,~ nntionu.l _:;Tiova.ncos. Tho t:,ruos injU!3tico of thio 

hi::;tc.ric Ci.'im:..: h~ been C0fl1l)ountlccl by th~ racists' c.rroc;n.nt a.t·~ompt to 

<lqJrivc th<.: Mrica.n me.jori ty of t!1cir inalienable birthrir;ht ~ ci tizons 

of th::;i!- '1oun ~ry 1 South Africa. !.Yillion::J uf our people in the rura.l 

arc c.., or<.: l;rutCJ.lly cxplci tc<l a.'3 agricul tura.l. workers on fnrms carved 

out of ·ch<.:ir c.nc~::~trnl lantlo. Their llaily livoo oro llominatoL1 by tho 

ciicto.tes of tr c ro.cist t·thi to ftnnc.ra antl ar;rioul tural. Comp.:uti.cs £l{;ainst 

'ithom tr.ey h<we n.b~olutoly no roclroso, bcca.'L.''3J they aro tho l.Jast orgo­

niaod ~1<1 mo0iliootl. Tho land question must be resolved, if needs be, 

the hard t'l<'.(,' • 

In tho mca.n·time, wo repeat our ct:J.l to nll our pooplo to ~vo serious 

o.ttontion to the:; crrranieation !:'.nil l:\Ouilisa-'~ion of our rural m£>.:::3os. 

Bc.sint; our:wlvoo on tho nooda of tho poopl\l, u.nd te.king ude account of 

t!10 concrc.:i;o con,~i tiona of their o:rlatonco, t·lC mus·t devise sui table 

or~o.niae.ticncl otructuroa a.nt.l muchanisma 'bo reoch our rural masses and 

~rovido t:1or!1 Hi th tho organiaationa.l O.."'l.d political tools to llefon<l them­

:Jolvoo acv..i.nst O.Xl,loi tation and to a.eoort their ric~t to tho land. As 

\·IO oa.iu lrot ycv:r, \IO muot plr..co tho porYlJOOtivo of aoizing tho land 

frvr;, the ~: .. i::;l>Oo3ooaor in front of our rural massos a.nJ. oduoo.tc thotn to 

underotc.nd thl".t thio is n t3.Sk the.t on.lla for douication1 do-I;orr:~ination 

a.n<l ow..orific-:). 

Tho oulution ·~o tho land qt1oation ia ino::tricauly tied to tho otrut;glo 

Of~cinr.:t tl~c JJ~1.ntuntons 1 where tho puppoto 1 not content to L.o ·the dirty 

work of tit<J Prot~riC'. r.:teiots, hc~·.ro tcl~~.m it 1.1pon thomsolvcc tm impoco 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



ovon L:ro~tor burclono on our opproesecl }'MI'0ple. Some or tbotte BM~uatan 

puppo~a have tcloon firm pea.i:Uona on the a·illo ot thoir maators in Protoria 

ond acni.nat the Oliprossod peoplO l\lll4. their organiaatiana. Whonevor the 

1)opulr-r mest~on rico a.nU do1ivor tolling blc..ws agc.inst tho apartheid syatam 

their r;ulJPI..t voicCJn uro lica.r<.l c.Oovo "tho Uin of b.:lt·tlo t donounoing the 

pevplo t".nll. clc:fcn(.lifiti tho pooplo •a .Jnorny. 

While opposint; tho revolutionary violence of tho national liborntion 

movamont, they h~vu nut hoaitntou to unloroh e~stomatio violence against 

tho fit:htcrs for- tho people's oa.ooo • They hnva banned tho ·~r!'.Llo unions 

nnu brutal.inod traJ.o union a.cti vis·tu. r.rhoy oro felll'lillg frctricil'tal con­

flict crnonc;st (•ur pc:cple in ord.or to cnouro tho p()rpotuc.tion of the ap&'t­

hc.:itl syr1tcm :Lr•.•m Hhi.ch they benefit. Some have {!one oo for n::> to bon 

tnu tm? e..ncl o·t~1cr c.lomccrc.tic or{!r.ni.St'.'~iomJ, This si tur.tion can no longer 

bu cuuntcncmcc~'.l• 'lbu offennivo oga.ino·~ 'tho apartheid sy:1tcm must be ex­

tcnG.cll to rJnch ·c):G D::·.ntus·:;ru1s c.ntl other o.parthoid inoti tutions in a.ll 

'i'hc.: pli,r:ht of the tllvU3MLl:; of our pe:uj_.1lo Hlws0 home::J nro rot;tllcrly bull­

c.:u~ccl to tho ;;ruuncl.7 <'-ml >Jho oro rcgul<Tly bunUJ.ccl up a.nC: trc.n:JportcU. to 

C:ist"-!lt ['.m~ in.lv•:1pi tu.Llc r;nrts of our country, roquiroo our .i:'ull nttcn­

ti•.,n Mtl conccrt(;Ll Mtiona of aoliu.-.ri ty • Ho rnunt oll'.~orc>;~,:, orc<>.niso.tiO" 

ncl mothotlt; nntl £' ornw of c.ction tc.• ha.l. t ·~hio arimo .:lgain:Jt our people nnu 

J~c \.::Cprcso, ir.. c. concreto ma.nncr, r)ur aolillarity with them. kJ wo h.:1.vo 

o~.ht, HO r.m~!_ or_;::z:~~?- tho unomployotl~.;'!,~~.£.t on.!'.bling 

thcr•1 to vn,•)·;_·.- 'l) in a. tLctcrmino<l offensi"-.rc for jobs nnll ac.l.ocp.t.:l.to uncmploy-

:7:C;T: t l'.llm·l<' .. l1.C<;;; e 

Nc he.vo jtwt :sono ·~b..rou~:;h Hha.t una tlefinitol,y one of the mo:Jt tryin£! 

porioL...s in ·~h.~ ex~)cricnco of i.JUr movcr,Jont c.ml otru;!glo • He ha.vo stlrvi­

vecl ono of thG '''o::t lctha.l. ctt~ko on ot:r rnovc100nt. Our courc.gc ~n.ll tcncr­

city n.s a. p~ople: --:_,JriN; tho uifficul t Ll.eyo c...•f 1984 on£'.blctl U::J to 1r1i th­

atcnd o. fic..;rco cnccy onslo.w;ht ~tl proccot.l ti) lo.unoh tho "uige,"'st offcn­

:;ivu tho.t hnu inapiroll our nlli~.::o Mtl fricnU.o to r.:ron.tcr St1j_.l:1ortivo 

~tion nn(1. :.HJlit~r.rity. 

Effcctivc:;l;,· u;):pl• ,i tint; unprcccU.~nto<l uc.tura.l oo.lnmi tieo 1 tho hiatorica.l 

lc;~o.cy of c:.>loninlicn .:\ll~~ by usin1~ i tn uwn lJU~llJut forcuc 1 tho rc~imo 

nouc;ht to i:npn:,;o c.:JnC.i tiona on tho nuichbouril10 oto:tos 11hich uc.:ro inton­

Ll<.:(l to :pcrcQyno tho ANC amt cril,l•lo tho libci·a.·aon strw:r;lc. 
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A plot was jQift~~ hA~ botwooa Prct~r1~ tho United Stntoo and aomo 

OC'untrioa of ifoutarn Europo which, in c. bic.l to llri va a wodgo between ouz­

:Jolvoo Mtl. tho root of tho people of Southern Africa., aought to cooroo 

thoir Goverrunonta to turn against the . JJW c.ncl tho liberntian atrurrt:le. 

T.hia plot w~~ oquelly intondod to sow divisions among tho Frontline States 

themselves Mtl ·to l!iatonco them from tho reat of Africa.. 

At .;rcat coat to Jli~temsel voa and thair people, tho Frontline States have 

·oorhc the brun-t of ~ ra.ciot S€;grer.aion, dolibora.to acto of CCOJlOm.iO 

Uiaruption ~.ml political dcstabilisa.tion. To their groat credit, they 

have stoo' united and resolute in their commitment to tho cause of African 

rr~etlom onJ. inC::.upcn4.onco, ancl oopocial.ly in their tote.l aupport for tho 

k!.rc and S\-1 APe. 

~o KU~~cm of Lesotho, comvlctclY gurro~~d by racis~on~olled torrL. 

tary1 hes 1 >Ii tl1 singular courage lJllLI. datermina.tion1 persistently rebuffed 

tho accrossion, bullying and blackmail of tho Pretoria regime, 

These cotmtrico of' our region hc.vo no;i bcc!1 rQinforccd in their st~tl. by 

tho J.ocisicn. o: the 20th Su.-:ll':"li t If;e..::ti.ng of tho OA!J to t:i vo priority e.ttc~ 

tion to the :::t:MJ<?;elo in Southern Afric~ Under tho current Cha..U-ma.r..ship 

of Prosidonl: I :Ha.linru Julius NycroJ:o, Che.i!'men of the Frontline States 1 
tho OJJJ is poie:c<l ·i;o in-tervene effcctivcJ.y during the current year. 

As we otc-.tcU. l.:.at yoa:r 1 our crtrut,glc coru;ists off't)ur inte.riinkod ond t~r.l­

tua.l.l.y rcinforc~ clements. These £:%!e 7 first, tho Va.ngtl.llrcl role ~-· 

und.J?~.;rouns! otructuro3 of tho ANC J eogorul1 the ~~~-d ma.ss political. a.otion 

Qt .. ~ third1 ~o ez:nod of~onei~-~p--;~he.~~-~Unkhonto Wo Sizwcj. 

a.rul. fourtll, tF.a intornatio~ cDmpa.ign to isolate tho e.pll:"'thoid regime whilo 
'·--·---~--..... .-·-·-· ' ., .... ~'..1......,..~--------~-----~-·--·:·--·-·- -- ~----- -------~- ~--------------·- __,_ __ ---~ 

trinning \-lorld,..w-ido more.l1 pol~:ticD.l and m3·tcriaJ. support for the s-t;raggloe 
--..... ---- . "--· ----
~lith ret;arcl ·to tho second af tho eo clamant s r there can bo no C:Oubt that 

\'10 ho.vo rcciotcrod gre<:~.t succosseo in ra.i.sine tho uni toll moos action of 

tho p.:loplo to hi.:;her lcvo~ 
---------------------

It ia oqu.a.lly undeniable tha.t \-tO also aohiov1!d now victories as reg~ 

the fourth clement, nQl'IICly 1 tho drive to ioolatc tho apurthcid regime 

a.nd --to win worlcJr..wi<lo mora.l. 1 political c.nd. material B\ll'porl for our s~g­

~le. In tl:is regard, we should montion a fow salient suoccssos. 

~'10 ettor'\o of tho £~.pcr5heid roi5i o to break out of its isolntion ha.ve 

onJ.od in cli::;r.lr...l. fniluro. Dotho.'a vie::it to Europa on.dod n.'1 o. sovore re­

buff for the; raoiata 9 Tho now r;ovurnmont of Ircw Zaal.£Wl ado~"'totl firm 

positions Against the eparjheid system, forcing tho Protorio. regime to 

wi thllraw i·~t; diplorno.ts from that country, 
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-to-

£c witlo-eprc~t l'.ncl unprocodantod uamonatrations in tho U.3.A.. aga.inat 

a.p<ll'thoitl nnl.l ·Lho Roa.ga.n klrninistrntion•a policy of "Construo·~ivo Engage­

mont" m-a cw a.oc'IJ7.'ato boromotur of tho mounting isolation of tho apartheid 

:!'ogimo as \<loll con of tho incrcosint soopo and depth of support for tho 

oauoo of liberation !n So~h ArrioB nnd Namibi~. 

Likowiso, tho a;ttumpta uf tho o.parthai~'l rogimo to prc1joot i toolt aa 

reformist htwo boon oxpocc:d M.d. condomnod.. uy tho intornntionaJ. oonrnuni ty, 

.Accorctin:;ly tho Uc:r. Socur~ ty Counc.;i.l hilS rojootod Botha.• s amcndou a~,~ 

hciu Consti·tuUo.r. llS null £'.nd void, cwl of no !orca or offoot. It at'firmotl 

tho ncuc.l for ma.jori·ty rule in a. uni tad, Lllilmocrc.tio and non-.rc.cial. South 

.Africa., 

.And yc"t th..;cc <~l:..ic·.r::mcrrts a;r<~ no-t ouffioi.:.nt. Wo nucc.l to intensify our 

int~Jrno.tiCJae.l. of.::'un:Ji vo i11 .. .;ho NoYI Yoa.r r fur·thor to iaolcr&o tho a.pc.rthoid 

rocimu, 3t:-~r.~~ ~hCJn l)'.ll' o•·m tico of nuiil~E'.ri ty wi"t'1 pro~Tc::.;:::;i vo humo.ni ty 

C\.11<.!. ~~hus f:•r·th<.::::- r:Ll,1I•lic::>.tc tl":u ci tuntion of tho "·· .:!rtfo:oid regime within 

D1,;ring t~.is""".t);-.'1·~ ~-o'-l.· 1 Ct:'·rnr<l'lus 1 ~10 cl::w tl)t)k •)\U' strucr:;lo forwc>.rd by 

bc..:t;i:.:lin+: ~o cc-: .. :::-j· nu·~ r•.ac;thur str.?'tcgic tru>k wo hnd set our col vcs • . .!$:­
ycu Hi U.ruc...r.."'.l:. L~t JO~ \tO 3:li\l \~C r:1UGt hJ:!i.iU.. te: uso vur u.ccumulatccl k-:;=:r .:!I . .....,..__ t ..JGP' .. -I ~_.-:-...--- aJSd ~--~%.. -·-~::-: ~--.. 

strcn.;:~h tv t"l.c::;·::.:.J7 tl:o tJJ;'{!t'JlS of' t;ovcrE-":l(:nt of thv_~crthoiu rogimo • 
..... &L±:::s::t;wtt -~.t.o:o:-~~-.::.""'"_. 0;::fii .. ~----.....----- w ~----

l/o h<:.vo m,,,. :;t.:·~ o:..t upcn t.!lic po:tho Wo ho.vo -taken improcoivu atriuos 

t<.Jvl<::rur; r.:.:t.lLc:r.::.l,:::; ~:~,! cc.•U!1·~ry t:n_c(JVur!'.ilblo. 'i'hio has no·t only monnt tho 
....-:::: .... ::==-~-- ---·~-~- ··- --~~ .. - ·.,,~~~ ... 

U.ustl•uctiur. ·.~::.~ ~i.':.-.2~~~souncilil: Our rujcc·tion of tho ap~rthaicl 

comJti i.ut1t,n ·. ~ ·· z l.n i·~3 ccr-Jcnco 2 c. rco.t"tirmc-eion of' cur rejection of 

tho ullo{_;i·i;~.n::.:'!::~:,;lu t)t' tho .~o-~hC'. rc..:r;irno. Other ctruw;lc.:o, including 

·thou~ L-!X'Ot1!'.1.l t:l0 ~::-:t.;•.tn uf c.;iluc~tion 1:>..'3 •r~oll M the steyo-at-homo r them-
_;:--~-~ 

c.:.:lvuo l>i t·~c.al uur ~.~cmc·'::!'~·~io vo,ror ~a.ino·t tho power of tho forces of 

O~•!ll'rJf;:1inn! rr.J.r.:i:-'11 .:~n'l G••untt:•~CJV()bJtiun1 for th'l d..::fcnt (Jf tho latter 

~l(.t ita ::..•oplr.<.:rJ~;\Ont \·ti tl:.. j.)GllUli.l.":' }.10\'IC.r • 

In t!J.is com.i nc pc:;:o;~ot:. uc sitnll noctl .. ·to purcuo, _ vli th even [,TCC"t~r vigour, 

~ho tack uf ·r-.;t1.ucin~ tho CC'.l)Mi ty uf tho colonia.l •'\ll~thciu reGime to .___...... .. 
continuo i·t::J illc:;;>.l r1.1J.u of our ucun"Lry. Tho J.or;truction of the ur~!'.ns 

- .At 

o!. ~rnm0n·~ ~l)f·k~~.j;_}}c.:_~cimu e> .. ml i!.l n ncccs3rry lJO't r_,f our continui~ 

rnaao CL'f":i.3ivc. ===:=:=t/ 

l'hc vic·~oriJc vto ucurcll llurinc tho yoCJ.• hc.v~ pluflC'Cd our OiJl>oncnts into 

c.n oven dt:optJr poli tica.l crisis, lipv.rt from uon,yi~ thc.:m the chn.ncc to 

r~xpe.nu thuir :Joci~ bN;;c, t:loy t'urt!'\cr sh.:~rpcncd thu c<.ntrtL.~ctions a.nd 

ounflic·~n \-l:i.·~l:iu ~~~:, r11Li.u;; i~roup, T\ntl uxr·o:JCJd th.J uttor lw.nkruptcy ancl 
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t&i.luro ot tho owr.a.U poli~aJ. proer~ ot tho raou.u. 'lhoso are 

important IDXX)OUOB aa thq holp t1!l-thor 'to vo~Jcon tho enOft\1' and ahit'fl the 

bt-~Moo ot power in 0\11" tavour. 

Through struggle, ue have foroed the apartheid regime into a 

situation of confusion, indeoiaion and an inability to define for 

itaelf a:t!Y CONiiston~ diraction of atate polioy. 'I'hia situation 

hos r~isen because the efforta of this regime to project itself 

ao a repreoentative OI the s~a.lled forces of moderation, gradual 

and peaceful reform, have ended in foilure. ~cording to this 

tootical mnnoeuvro, ~he ruoiste l!lought to present themselves as a. 

rc.":..Gonn.ble Md acceptable n.tlernative to the revolutionary alliance 

h..£_~<1~~ ~-=the ~· o_n one hnnd.1 o.nd the f'a.soiot coalition of the 

IUIP <md 'the Conservative Party on the other. 

Knock~d out of ~Llc~e by the intensity of our offensive, the 

white minority recime lurches from sido to sido, fumbling for an 

equilibrium it can no longer regain. On one day, it pretends to be 

cor.ccrncd ~bout the condition of the bl<~k m~jority nnd, on the 

next, plcdc;c::.: it::clf to the m.J.int~in.:J.ncc of white minority nomir.J.tion. 

At the G~nc time, the posturing of thio regime has angered large 

a~ctionn of tho dich~~d r~~i~t:J among the whites who see the 

rn·.·,intnin.~.ncc of t~1c apartheid ::>yntem as a holy orusdde. Moved by 

their :Ltt~hmcnt to tho bc.:ncfitn thu.t ~LC~rue to thum from tho 

:-:;y;~tem of the nn.tion.:!l oppresaion and the super-exploitation of the 

bh:.ck mu.jority, tho politicu.l reproseniativeu of thio tendency in 

vrhitn politicz .J.ro chc.llcn,eing the Botha re~ime for the o.llegio.nco 

of ::; Jl cc b.lly the ::\!riko.ncr popul:1t ion. 

Tho disu.rrny in tho enemy ccmp hM compelled oomo to ox~ino the 

funU..:unoi1to.l prcmisca of the entire system of racinl opprosoion. 'Ihe 

rco.lioo.tion h;:-.s ooeun to cbwn on acme of Botha 's own nupportcro that 

no colutioru3 to tho problems confronting our country n.ro possible 

\'lithout the ru.rtioipation of the bb.ck o.nd dcmocrntic majority, 

c.nd the lc'"'.dcrs of thio majority. 

There nrc yet othcrc from ::unong our white countrymen who, rnoro 

f::~ai~tcJ. tho..n others, h~vc docidod to break tdth n. system that is 

co pntcntly criminal. Thcso have joined tho democratic movement. We 

n.re confident thu.t tho numbcra of ouch whi to compu.trit)ts will g;row 
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~ nn intogrcl p~t of th~ forces of libcr~tion which oro destined to 

dofe::'.t th(: :1p.::rtl1o:.dd rceirnc and liquidate tho criminal 

uphol dn. In order to h.:-&; ten the rulvunt of thnt dey, wo 

cnef'"\Y no rct1pitoLno time tc ...-oco:roup :!nd recover lost 
~ ~-- - -~-.... ·-- --- --· -....- ' 

rcc,1j rus thn.t we mtll3t ~t:.-:y on tli;:- ntt.:.ck. 

Cornp.:-..tr ioto, 

Bj'O t <.'IT\ it 

munt give 

ground. It 

tho 

:·/c ,'..I',1 entcrine," the EH .. 'Cond holf of the 1980o. ~lhcn we ca!lt our minds 

b:•ck to tho Yco..r of tho Chnrt~r, 1980, Md the cubcoquent yoarn, tho 

one 1\;.~turu thttt :.;t·nr.':.:l C'Ut io the esvt:r-exp"".ruiittg .lnd visible role of 

the: m.:-.:1::ua of our people in thu tno.king of this hiotory. A1J we enter 

thio 3CCond hn.lf of th<.:. Duc..1dc of Liberation, it io necessary thn.t we 

c;:.'"'.r.line not only our ctriking power, wt, uven muro importD.nt, tho 

clir•;ction in \olhich to ctrikc rutd ho\-1 to dolivar tho blow. In p~ticular, 
-------... --------.- ~~-·-- ... ---

it i:::: nvce::;:;-..ry thc.t \·le ro;k th~.; qu<.:.ction : nt whd pcco - how f:.:ct - c..ro 

\ole ·:'i(lvr.nGing tol'·-u·cb tho conqtll~~~t Of pot.zcr? 

The po.~ ·...: of our· foril .. rd m:'.!'ch depends on our ouccc:.::s or fa.ilurc to 

ntrcnt;th,:n the~ fir~:t ::nd the third of thu four int~rlinkcd clement::.; we 

h:-_,_r·: i"ufcrrud to, n.:u:1ely1 the o.ll-round octivi.ty of the undcreround 

!;-~ru.c·turc::: of tho Al'JC .:md tho armed offensive 3paarhcnded by -......-- ~....- ..... : ............ ·~ 

--------·-
Hit~: rc~~:~rd to thocc tt-w dec i~ivo clements in OtU' revoluti.on.:u-y 

~;t!"\!_:t;lc: 1 we t:;10ul'd neither dr::>.r.,:~.ti:~c our ohortcomL1f.rJ nor hlinct. 

our~:r_lvuJ to th.~ r<:!r.lity -':h:.t NO h:W«;J not n.dv meed on thc:::c two front::: 

.:_·!. ''· p-•.cc.: corrc~:pondi11(~ t•:'l our :.1.dv:>.nco on the other two. 

Tc: nl0V0 for\·1. rd to victory toJi th th,~ eru;~tcst Gpocd, \'IC rm.wt pcy 

;:;·,rt icul.;r nttu.hon thiu :(·a:u- tc tho t.:!.Gk of building n. ctronc 

u;:der~round pr· .. :>orJCC of \llcll-orguniscd r.::volutiolli.!.I"y ccdrca, dFt'.wn from 
-····--...----.......-.-, ............. _.-... ... ~~--. ~ ............... -~····· 

tl'.•.) fi~:1ting m:..LSc<;G n.r.&:! intl:grn.tcd ~ong them. Such c. body of c.'.drcc 
..... _,..__ ..... ~-~ -· - -·- ~---·____..,...... ..--- . ....__ .... --... -----

con!:ltitut.::s the cl,yn.::JniGinr; i':".~tor in our s±tu.:J.tion - n. force c<J.p.-~blc. 

of briLc,-int; t.oe:e+.hcr tlic• v::.rio~H.J otr·.~nd;> of our strut~~;lo, .:tnd 

n:;oi~tine in th0. rurthe;r duvclopmcnt :md connoliddion. of all our 

p.:>litic.-•.1 o.nd r1ilit"...'y ~ombnt fcrceP- into a mi~hty i.l.I'ITIY of liberation. 
--------· ----- -·--·--------------------·-----
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'lho oall wo or<. makim« to ~l. the ~<'\.~ and po.triotio forces of' 

ou.r country io thnt thia year we -i all taka it as our special ta.k to 

otrnngthon and reinforce our v~~Qrd orcamiaation, the African National 
C oncre3 D • Already WC h~o m.:".dO groat strides in this regard. And yet 

tho imporativOA of our otrugtlo demand that wo do not QQT longer postpone 

oxocut ion of tho task wo olo.boro.tod last yoo:r - to otrengthon and 

cxpllnd the unclcro-ound structures of tho ANC, on£luring the active 
-"'-=--=· =~------------
pron cnc e of our movement ovorywhoro in tha o ountry • 

!"ho ~c thcso rcvolutiolll'..ry cc.dres about whom wo apeak? lfuoro aro thoy? 

They a.ro not ::;pee io.l people. It ia we - men nnd ,10mon, young and old, 

b1·'..Ck .-..nd white - who ~ra involved in~ mnking sncrifices 

in p11r~uit of the; l>OOplo 'n cnun•.!e It ia we, thu worl~cra in tho fuotorics, 

the mine~, the f~rm~, the commercial csto.bliohmcnts ~d off.icco of 

vrricuo kindo; wC', \-Jho \"Iork in hcnl th ::..nd cduc~tion..1.1 ocrvicc:> <'-5 well 

~'.D thot:e uf uo occupiud within the rcoiduntinl P.rea.n. 

The di!:::tinctivc fc::•.iurc of tho rCJvolutionary c1:1.dro is n high level of 

disc iplinc, dedication nncl cour1..:_;c in cnrryir.g out tho tXJka a.:.1signod by 

the rnovt.:t:1cnt. Such c.:ldrco arc cuidc:i by our gonl of n united, non-rn.oicl 

:u1d dcmocr;:,t.:c South Afric:'l.. 'nlcy fi[','ht for tho imrnedi.1.to t•olc.:J.So of 

Nc;;bon M-ndr.!l::J. ~~r.d ~11 other lc~ders n.nd political prisoners. They 

::-.ccupt th-:>.t our p-:1.th to victory lica in " combin.1.tion of tho all-round 

~~tivity uf the ~' unit~d ~c politic~l ~~ion, nrmcd stru~clo .-..nd 

intcrn~tionnl oolido.rity ::md support. 

Dear Compntriotc, 

It is now 25 yoa.rs since the illcgit_ ~to regime in our country proncribcd 

tho rcprcscnt~tivo wd lc~dcr CJf our pooplc - tho .Africo..n Nation.:ll Cone-ross. 

Th0 apnrthcid rcgii''IO bnnnod tho AllC oxa.ctly boc.::w.so it ... Ja.ntcd to romovo 

from cur midst thi!l dyru:unicing fnctor in our struggle. Frightened by tho 

f.::ct thn.t we h.wc ncvcrth~lcuc defeated itu cffort:J to destroy our 

mother body, thio rcP,imo h:~ now m.:!.dc mcro mcmbcrohip of the Al~C a. 

trc~oMblc offence. Howovcr, throuch our rclcntlcoo, daring :1nd dcn.th-defying 

actionD, ... re h::~vc compelled the onuny to admit thll.t, u.s boforo, tho A1YC io 

ccntr.1.l to the nolu"t ion of the South African problem. Ho must wild 

on thic n.chicvcmc.:nt to ensure thllt in thia eocond half of tho Dccndo 

of Li bor,"J.t ion, tho AJ~ rnncr,7,es mora powerful thM it hu.s ever been. 
-+------~-~. ---·--·--~-
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~'ie i'u.rthor char:;e tho ~ and all othar patriot3 to centime ~o uhift our 

:ponturc to tl:c offan:;~ive~ and, ao we uaid l~enr1 to ~~ the 

C!>irit of rebellion Md the frame of mind which pu.ta the polffiq.!._~;L: 

z:cvolutiona.ry ch~~ to tho fore. The programmes of action that we plan 

and carry out uhould renult in the initiative p.:Jilsing :f'J.rth8r into our 

htiJ"lds. CUr n1a.fw dcmocra.tic ancl rf.:volutiona.ry 1.1ovemcnt should emerge ever 

more fo:-cefully M ~;tc cl.tern.J.tive power in our cruntry. 

Fello~1 comb:ltants, 

'!::rough e~truggle !lnd CH:l.crifice, \~e hcwo planted tho seeds of people 'a war 

in our country, that ic, -~---~~~- waec~. ~- ~~~- t~o pooplo against the \"'hite 

minority rc&'jme. One of our cnntral t~t.Sks in tho caning period is to 

tra.nform the potc>ntial \'tC have creatocl into thu rl!ality of people's war. 

Guided by that perspective, we must 1:uild up tho maos combat forces that 

arc tro.ininr.: th<£lselves in me.ss political .J.Ction for sharper bt'.ttlcs 

:-..nd for the forcible ovcr~hrow of the raciot rcc:imc. The mass combat 
. --· ---- .. _. ________ .. ·-·--··---------~-~ 

forceo of our revolution aro the srune political forces thut f':1:o and have 

been engaged in thu populcr offensive. Thoae ue~th-def,ying p~triots 

r.n1st r.o\<~ bee ome part of Ulilkhonto :·fe Sizwe, tho vi t£>.1 cutting edge 
-,~----~ ... ----· 

of our onsl.:rught. 

It i:.:s in thic ~:~ th.:~.t 1o10 will on...,urc that tho pcoplo •s army deopens 

ito root:=t and gro~·!C inextricably among tho popular m~sc3. It is in this 

Hny th.;,t we \Jill ensure thr.t it r;ro-...rt~ in size, in the spre::ad and quality 

of ito oper:dion.:::; and in the weight of overy blo\o~ it delivers. 

In tho courcc of our mU!Jr.~ offensive, wo have, from timo to time o.nd with 

irx::rc.:~ud frLqucnoyt.. cre:<·.ted the situation in w1rious loca.litics such 

that the d.elllocr.:i.tic forceR chnl.longcd the cpn.rthoid authorities for 

r::ontrol of these are,J..."l 7 ur.1crging as -the o.l tcrna.tive power. Hith regard -------------
to the pcrnpe:ctivc of people 13 tofar, this mcru1u that wo forged tho 

~ ondi t ionn ror ur; -t.o tr2.r.crorm tho:: a t..rca::: into mn.Ss- rcvoTut-ion.Jry 
., ...... - ~-~·. -"·'"~ .. -·---

1-.:::.::.cn frou1 \:hich UmLLonto Hu ~:.ii~we mu:::::t erow XJ ~ .u-my of the peoplo. 

In all tho ~tr'.lc;,~l~s that we. \:1!gCd in th(;; p~t yoci.I'r regardless of how 

pe.:•c.d\tl they tH.:rc, tho unt;u;y confront0d U:J with itu Ql'rr.ccl might. In 

~~bol-"~1(! :mel ot.hur arc:\S, tho c>.pnrthuid rc;cimo deployed thous.'l.nds of 

r€..:p;al~.I.I' troop:~ in f'l..lt t".t"tllmpt to c:n.tRh thu people 1::: res iotanc c. --- --~· -----·-···----
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At ouch momenta, COIIJ)etriote, who am&JtB us did not tool the urgent Mod. 

for tw to talk to tht~ enotey" in tho language he undorate•.nd.a boat? Who hu 

not uuon that wa too must tr.Jco up a.rrns a.:3 did our forebears, 011 did 

B<JIT'Ibnta, Solomon Mahl.Ql18U, and; an did Clifford Irown, only la.et yoar I 

All He ::u-o aeying, therefore, Fcllo~s Comba.tw1ts, io that ue have it 

.,.lit!1in our mc.:mn to incro;.\.<Jo our capQCity to hit b::lck at tho OnOII\Yt el1TIB 

in hand. No one blt ourselves will accomplish thia task. Wo rrust n.ll toko 

it rJ.J; a. priority tack to wild up tho populnr c.rmcd forces, to transform '-----=--------.... 
+.h.:.! lll"lnCd o.etion.s wo hv.vc thus far oarriod out into a. pooplo •a war, ey 
h£!p_~-n«-~_root Umkh.onto h'o Sizuo firmly amongot the people and actively 

.. ~ ----··--·-------------
dr:twlng thu mn.caes into tho prosecution of a. pooplo •s war. 

FUrthermore, ~1 the opprooscd need to emulate the axample of tho aroas 
---------·------

\vhurc th<; dc.rnocr:".tic movement ho.a urncrffed o.o the altcrnn.tivo power. 

\·Jhuruver '<JC :_ll'e, vJC rm.wt trr.:.n.sform our lac ali ty into a. mass rovolutionar:y 

br-..::c.;. In cuch ::.rcN::, \JC should nlao usc the dcmocrntio power \~e ho.ve 
~ 

<..ecur:-:ul-:ttcd throuch :::trttr;r,lo, to clcfcr..1 end :J.dvo.ncc tho interests of tho 

people. tlo must uco our orgn.niccd mn.ss atrcngth nnd, by attacking, 

connolid~tc our victorious cmcrg~ncc ~ tho ~tcrnativc power. 

Dcur C ontr!.ldc:o, 

Tho cultural l>~orb::ro arti~t::~, writora, rrn.u:::icio.n5 1 pooto, sportomon 

:tnd ~portowomon -have tho capncity to enrich tho ovcrnll effort of our 

people in our quent for nc.tion.:U libo~a.tion. 

Ho charge our cultur~ workcr:J with tho t.:l.Gk of using their cr~~t to 

give voice:, not only to the griev:ll'lCoa, but also to the profoundest 

a.spir:ltiona of tho opproosad nnd exploited. In our country, a now 

cocin.l. :md poll.-ticn.l ardor io being born. ()lr nrti::rta have to play nn 

oven bigger role ~ midwives of this glorious future. Let the arts bo -------
ono of the m.;:.n;y mc('.IID hy wllich '<IO cultiv~to the spirit of revolt among 
.--·~-....-.-----......_ .. ,_~··--·---- ... -~ -~--..._._. 

thu bro:l.Cl_!.:la::;su::;,_ cph~c the otriking pow0r of our movement o.nd 

in.opiro thl. million:; of our people to fir;ht for the South Afric~ 

we c.;nvi::::::.go. 
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Til<. continuing and dcopcnding crisic of the nparthoid economy confronts 

"\ll t"f u:1 '1-lith tho t.~.nl-:: of dcfc.3tinrr thu efforts of tho apartheid etato 

."'.nd th~.: heL:t::4..!D to shift the burden of thic criciR or.to our shoulders. 

Thiu eric in io not of cur 1;1uking. It io .:!. rusul t of the cxpl~iifl.llio 

capit~iat ~yctom ~ wull ~ tho hugo state expenditures to maintain 

end otrt,ngthun the crH.'Ir.Y t:.rrnY und. polioo and to :finnnco tho politicu.l 
-.:'l-

:md ~clministr~·~tiv~.: structurt:s of the nparthcid nystcm. 

!•lilY then mu.st '1-IC finnncc th~ co•;~nir-:uion of n crime ngaitwt ours:olves by 

pr,yil'4'! :.~n evcr..,z,is inc Gonor::.l S~vt:-"--l:_n:c, incron.EJ ad food pr ic oo, rents, 
.......-..-"'"•"~ __ :w .... ;:::. 

f:-.rcs ~..nd uv on! ~~· mu'-lt \"H.) continuo to lo3o our jobo, o.dding to the 

milliono o.lrl.!ady unemployed, while the ~p~~thcid regime ~d tho employers 

r~ruit skill;;d wor!:ur:::;, e:Jpccially from ~-!estern Elu'opof 

He 8hc"..lld th~r8foro unite in '-1.Ction to clcm:-.ncl foou o.nd not GUns, job3 

fer the uncmployod, or.d tho divcroion of resourccr.: to improve the 

1 i v::.:> of th~ impovcriohod mc.sacs. Tho wco.l th we croa.ta \·Jith our lnbour 

uhculd not ;:;o to enrich ~ cmcll clic.ouc anu l)il th•) an'-1.Chincry of 

~.pu.rtLuid, >Jhile millions sufft:r from ::;tnrvo.tion. In thi::; ctrugrrlo >-Ia 

,J.:.::pr~et ti-1.-1 orrrn.ni::led workars to pley n contrc.l role, both to fic;ht off 

t:;c ~tt···.ck on vur living at:'.!ldards Md to help bring about the dcmocra.tio 

::tci~:ty in t:hicl: t.hli w~.:al:th of our country will lK~omo thL: p:ltrimony 

!·!c c.:!.lutc ;-.nd p~..y trib1to tc- the mrmy hcro•s o.nd heroines of our country 

who h.:-.vn lr.id down their livoo in our ctrugcrla for liber~tion. He extend 

O'.lr CTcet ingH to the le:r.:.duro :-.nd net ivisto of the democr~t ic movement who, 

dcnpite :trrt:~tfl, c~tJtcntion, n.nd ever:; form of pcrcccution by the enemy, 

h·'.vc ~toed firm "'.nd pcr::;iotcd in the commcn struge:lc to dci'c:-.t •:nd 

dc!r;troy tho r.-:-.c it:t rc.:gitnc. Once rnore, w~ pluc4;c to cur lcn.de:rn 

ii'~C."'...'C cr.·.tcd r'n RoLhon Icl~nd, Pollnrr.oor ~·nu other pricohs th<\t we nhall 

r.vb r .. !:;t unt i 1 the; ~.~:n:.a: for t~hich thc;y hn.vc 13.:-tcrific ed omcr~cs triumph.:::.nt • 

'The;. very f~t cJf the :·.rrL~St and detention cf UD!o' :-:.nd oth.:.:r lca.dcrs, somq 

of \thorn httVt1 hc:cn ch"U"ged with trol'..!lon, cmphaci::::us tho continuing 

impcrt:·.ncc of tho utruggle for tho immcdin.te ·:.nd unconditic·nnl rolc.:we -- ---of ".11 rolitic .... l priS•)nere. 
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He take pride in the ft'tlt that the international conso iencEJ, expressing 

itar::!lf through the Nobel P~J.J.Ce COO'.r.1ittoe, has decided to award the 1984 

l~obcl Pncce Prizo to o. bh.ck South African - Bir:hop De"mond 'l\.ltu. '!his is 

tho ::~c oml in~t-:1.nco ~d:thin 23 yoaro that our people, ::1.nd Afi'ica, haille 

buen eiv<:n tldc honour. Di:;hop '1\.ttu walks L1 the r:taps of our belovod 

C!1icf Albert Lathuli. 

There it.: r!O doubt that thio is a tril::uta to our oelflcss dedication and 

our rc:-;if>t<.,l1Ce to ono of tho most crue:l and inhuman ayatem the world has 

ever kno~rm. The nwcu-cl docn great crcdi t to the role of our relieioua 

communitie:> in the ;.:;trug(;'lc for libE.!ro.tion and nhO\tld be <ll1 in3piration 

tr' .!l.ll of them to r:;ct t:1~ heresy of apartheid expuncod from the statute 

bo0l·~: :_"'d from our .live:::. It or..ce more emphasises the import.:mce our 

I:<O!Jle .'"'.:,d t:1e; rc~t of the '-'JOrld u.t-t:..ch to tho contribution the 

!'r.li;,._!rJtu: J.c:Jclcr:; ;uul .n.-~.:;oc:; of our country rm.u:t coutinu~ t(\ mcl~c in 

·' ~10. ~.itl'\l!_".'~lc ft·r: ju::::ticc, peace, and life itself. 

L'....: i';l'l~i:t. ·i.llc l'r:•.tcrH.:ll people of N::llnibi~ and. c.;:,!'<;cially welcome runong 

fi[;'iltin~ rank::; of our dntcr movement, S)/.~0, the new 3ccretnry-General 

of S1iAPO, C:omr:::.dc 1\ndirnba. Herm'-l.n 'I'oivo ja. Toivo and his colleague::;, 

v!!ton the c1.;;:•.r-ti1cid re~imr.. \/Cli.l forced to rcleu.sc from lor~t3' terms of 

i; ·pr i!"' onnwnt. TlK ir rcl c.-u; c :•nd cont inucd involvcrr.c:nt in strugzle will 

brir •. n; clt•::cr th, d:.,y oJ' .fr'-"cdo::1 and indcp~ndcncc for ~!.:.LJTlibia. In tllis 

!"e(~:'.rd, Ne, t:1r: people of South Africa demand the immediate 3l1d 

uu:or,ditic<1c.l ~;ith(l.r:.wc:l of South Afri~a.n rxint troopn from Namibia 

and 1\ng(,l;;. 

:!n pny trjl.Jitt<) to tll<.: l•'rontl.inr~ St.•.tc~ aml thu KingU.o.n of Lccotho for 

tllcir firm c:·.nd principled actioru,; in defending cur rit_:·ht of struc~le 

;'_"ld upholcU ne tho lce;i tim:".cy :.:ncl duty of Africa and. tho t-Jorlcl to 

· rc r<:eoc~nir.o tht: importc.nt contribution made by tho OAU and various 

intcrna.tion~J. org<.'.nin:>.tions includinf,' J.;hc.United Na.tions :lnd its Agencies, 

t~.L ilon-Al i,r:ncd l OV\.~r:tcnt, tho Horld Puaco Council, thu Social i~t 

Intorz~:ttior.:~l - to rr.ontinn but n. few. Tht:y rll'O L..rg~.::ly rcspol13iblc 

f<'r ,,r.suri.r~t~ th::tt :.parth.:-id remains n.t tl:c contra of world .!l.tt~:ntion 

··r: -.L criml. ·~:·•in:-;t humanity. 
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1-ic ,·:on{'TAtu~a.t0. our PAlestinian brothers and cistere for successfully 

ovcrcomin~ uttempts to li~idate the Palestinian atruggle. vie cupport 

th··, c:!.ll by the PLO for an international conference in furtherance 

of the strugele for a sovereign Pales~inian homeland. 

He coni.lcmn the.- continuine efforto of the U.S. Administration to 

cl~~;tn.hilise and ovcrthrou the popular government of Nicaragua and 

exrrcss our firm and r:1ilitant solidarity with the fraternal people of 

tl:~Lt heroic ccluttry. 

~vo !!A"Prcris solidarity with the people of Grenada whoce right to 

:;clf-ci.ot crmin::J.tio:-1 w.:.L:J r;:roscly violated and contirruoo to be c ircwnscri bed, 

follmlinG the n .. tkcd UP.!·:runsion by the U.S. armed forces. 

l·:c G<:lut~ o.ll pooplc cnr.:aecd in struF,~le for national lihera.tion, 

e:;!'cci.J.lly El Sulv:;.dor und E.1.St Timor. tvc pledge solidarity with all 

ti10ce utrug~l in~ to defend their sovereignty, including the peoples 

of Southern Africa, S.:ilircwi Arnb Democratic Republic, the ?hddlc East, 
• 0 1? 

ft..fg.~l.:uast.::m ru1d Cyprus. He walcomo the successes of the dcmccratic 

forces particularly in Ln-tin America, and arc confident that the 

foothold of tho a.par~c-~zr~ in the American sub-continent will 

b~ totally eliminated. 

Our p~oplu have come to appreciate ;md value thu consistent solidarity 

<..nd ero\oJing ~uppoi"t for our strum•;ln given by the soc i(l.list countries, 

tiw l·:orr.lic St"-t~u and o·thcr countries. 

fur tics with vnrious governments, political pnrtics and parliamentary 

e:roups in '.rient<..!rn E1ropc rutd Austrn.le.:..' ia have cro>-m stroncer u.nd we 

lool-: forw:u·cl to cN(!r-clon<:!r rclc:tion.::: a.nd greater co-oper;).tion vJith them 

it• the a·trur~{;lc :1£:·;).in:Jt the .:1.parthcid !!yctvm. 

Hn PCIY triLute to th~~ millions of people involved in the ever-expending 

::or}: 'IJithin thu world-\olidc anti-npa:rthd.d moVd•lcnt. Thc.:y constitute a 

_nolid. b:t,::;:; pf ~•upport for our trtrue-glc intl1rn<.Ltionally. lt is through 

~:ltcir rhlly, :·nd com.-:timcn unknown, efforts thr!.t g-ovc:rnmcntu nnd 

pcoplr.~: :u-c kept :~ivc to, und r.:obilinod in action u1;ainot, the numerous 

r> leoyn o1' tiLu Sout:t ft.fr·iean r:·.c i~~'f.n to \~h:i:f;c-Hnnh np.:u-thoid. In th:i.s 

-~oni,r:xt uu N•-:lcomu thl~ ruornc.:ntoun c·:.ntpnic,n unclcrt::U<::c.:n hy the people of 
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th..: Unitod St:1.tuu, which involvca legislators, judgos, bishops, trade 

unioni::Jtr: :.~nd other outst:-ndincr poraonnli tios .:t.nd rrovornmont oN'ic i3.la 1 

r.nd. which io t,~rotcd on i•I'on~risine the Ro.-:te:-..n A<.lreiniatratiort to 

rovcroo i tO:J ~upport for thu Pr~Jtoriu rn.c ist ro{Iimo. 

He 3.:\lutc: :111 thc~sc supportcr:J and uru:rung heroes working for the oauoo 

cf world peace and closor foll~ship within the human raoo. 

:ro t :tkc thin opportunity o!'lCc more.: to dip our bn.nnors in memory of 

thd outst:J.nding fri ... md of our otruggli~ pC~oplc :md movement, the late 

Inc.ir~ G:l.l1dhi. \-!c .-t.ro ccrtnln thnt her succesoor :1.-q PrimCJ r.Jiniatcr 

of Ind:i.~., R:1.j iv Gandhi, \-lill cent i1ntc in her footsteps further to 

cxte:r.cl mu(:h ·..~.pprcci.:ltcd :W.l-round support to our strumr,lo. 

Dc;l.I' (;omp·.~triot;;, 

cttlMO'.lr~'l •. :·1-"l!".~.tinr; fro:.: 1;}-.t:; South African m:1.no media hnvc been 

cirr.ul,tir:c nbout "t.~.l::~.;:• bet<.:c·cn tli-. Afric.:ln !btionnl Concre:;G and the 

B•~tk~ re:r:imo. ThrJrc h-1.v~.: b.::cn no such talks. Your orga.nis~tion nt this 

jtmctvrc i:; concerned to ir..prc.vc OUl' ca.p~ity to aocomplich tho t:\Sks 

He !::.o.:: !l•:;t for wr~:r:l vee in thn un:f'olcling year. In thin rospc:ct we 

<;hdl, r.'..C .)'C'1U knoH, b(~ holrl.bg a. Nc.tionn.l Consul t<:~.t iva Conference thia 

:rcc:r, from which •.-w ~;h::.ll c'!Tlcreu united .:.r.d U.oubly :Jtrcnethcncd to 

TI1c :;t:::.·c.11(>"th or :··.:IY ora.:·.ni~~.:,tion ll(:U in the co.libre of itc individual 

mr_,_1l;<r::: ·,nd ur1itr;. Jn or·cl.::r to :•.dv:-!nco in lc~.·.crine uith thu momontum of 

01.~r r:tru,-::,.,·1·~ \·Jr. mu~Jt imt'rovu the .- u:tl i ty nnd cxpD.IJd tho r;uant i ty of our 

mcmb<.:l'Ship. He n..::~.:cl r.;:-_dr·cn of unqu~..;~tiom~blc loya.lt;~r, dodic::~.tion .::.nd 

un'lel·r:t(~Ldine of our ~;trttg·p:lw. In order t<"' achieve nuch a hicrh E:tand.::l.rd 

~:.ml Gpur our 11<-.tion into <~ t,"l''O:~t\;I' onsl:-.ucht on the enemy .:tnd its 

ir.stitutinn:::;, W\J dc.cl.·:.r~ thin yc;."'..', 1985, the Year of the Cudrel 

Let thia :.'-..~'.I' cc:.. U3 t.··.b..: bi~ atridu:.; in furth-:.r ~trcngthc.:ning the 

')r~r.l&is<:d undcrr:rounC. ~;truct1;r'-"r: of tho .f',NC. Lot it f.luC gru<:~.tcr m:.:.Gs 

politi'J::'.l ~tiom; :i.n :·~ll -t!1-.: rn·ovinccr> n.:-td di3trictn of our country. 

Let it ::.v. u· .•. .r.tt.!:<.t :lt.oplc 1:; w~..r 'Lo :\11 corncrt1 of our l::md. IA:t it 
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r:co tho f:uJtcst Md 1\\rthost possibh. coordin;ltod M.v~noo on all 

frcuta towarcb tho r,ocl. or people '• powor. 'lhoro is no e-oing back. 

"For\.J:>.rd clw."-3o" io our battlo-cry. 'Iho cnorny cannot stop us. CXlr 

fi.ltur..J iu in our :1~nds. 

1-~R!: .'\!U) \·! ITH TI~ YEAR OF THE CADRE t 

f'iOBlLI~iE .'ll·.n HM~H l<"''flHARD 'J'O p:;:oPL!!~'S 1'C'J1.'1El1! I 

NAATLA K:r.: A RONA! PO\IER TO THE PEOPLE! Ar.fANDLA! II 
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SUPPLEMENT 
Journal of the Afrcan National Congress 

IN THIS 
YEAR OF THE 

VVOMJEN 
UNITE 

FOR PEOPLE'S POWER 
women 
unite tor 
people's 
power 

STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL 
CONGRESS ON THE OCCASION OF JANUARY 8, 1984, DELIVERED BY THE PRESIDENT, O.R. 
TAMBO 
Dear Compatriots 
Brothers and Sisters in the Struggle 
Comrades, 

Today, the 8th of January, your organisation, the African National Congress is 72 years old. In keeping with established 
practice, we ask you to share with us today some thoughts on the tasks that confront us during 1984. Allow me to begin 
by extending to you all, the wishes of the National Executive Committee and the generalleaders:1ip of the ANC for great 
sucC1!sses in the New Year. 

This time last year, when we marked the 7l.st Anniversary of the founding of our Organisation, we pointed out that 
our long struggle had come to a point where the revolutionary ferment had reached unprecedented heights and had plunged 
the ruling racist clique into deeper and deeper levels of crisis. We went on to state that within thE' confines of the aparthE-id 
system there was no way out of this crisis situation. Apartheid cannot bE' reformed. The only real solution lies in the 
victory of the revolutionary forces, the dismantling of the apartheid machinE-ry and the transfer of political and economic 
power to the democratic majority. 

Events of the past year have fully borne out the correctness of this assessmE-nt. The r:10mentous struggles of the past 
year have taken us further upon the road to our cherished goal and have driven the racist rulers into further acts of desperation. 
For us, the future is brightening daily whilst for the Pretoria racist clique, the future is getting darker each passing day. 

We commend you on the sacrifiC1!S and dedication by which, during 1983, you took our country significantly forward 
towards liberation. The past !'ear can have left our enemies in no doubt that we have the determination to struggle, thE' 
ability to organise for victory and the will to take power into our hands. The only question that confronts us all, singly 
and collectively, is how we should respond to the Order of the Day: "Mobilise and march forward to people's power!" 

Our revolutionary struggle rests on four pill3!S. ThesE' are first, the all·round vanguard activity of the underground 
structures of the ANC, second, the united mass action of the peoples, third, our armE-d offensive spearheaded bv C mkhonto 
We Sizwe and fourth, the international drive to isolate the apartheid regime and win world-wide moral, ·political and 
material support for the struggle. 

Dear Comrades and Friends, 
Over the last few years, the guardians of reaction in our country han devised a programme of action cemrPd on thE' 

twin notions of so-called national security and t.1tal strategy. This programme is based on the recognition that thf:' apar· 
theid system is immersed in a deep and permanent general crisis. The ruling group in Pretoria has therefore bt>en addrt>ssing 
itself to the question of hnw to manage this crisis ro ensurf:' that it does not get out of hand. 

The Bantustan Scheme, the militarisation of so.:iety; the offensive against the ANC; thf:' new apartheid constitution and 
other recent pieces of legislation notably those covering industrial relations, the so-called community councils, thf:' prPss 
and the economy, all are elements in this programme of crisis management. Coupled with the criminal war against thP 
Namibian and Angolan people and increased aggression against the rest of Southern Africa, these measures point to the 
desperation of the regime as it battles for its survival. 

The racists have decided, under mounting pressure from the revolutionary masses and the international community, to 
dnker with the Apartheid System, but in such a way as to further f:'ntrench racism and consolidate this i!IE>i,ritimatf:' and 
criminal system. Despite all these manouvres, Apartheid has no future. 

In other words, the fascists recognise that they ca.1 no longer rule in the old w·ay. We recall how, at thf:' height of tht> 
SOWETO uprising, J.B. Vorster made bold to declarf:': "there is no crisis"- no crisis for minority rule. But a fE-w years 
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latE'r P.W. Bl.tila call•·u P whites to adapt to rt:>alit~ or pE'rish with AparthE'id. 
This was J public admission that tht>n• is a crisis threatt>ning thE' destruction of the apartheid system. It is an imperativE' 

task of tho· rl'mlutionary and democratir f<•r<'E'S of our country to compound and further deepen this crisis by 
1:'\'Pr intens1f~ ing thE' strugglt> for nation:~! ::~nd soci::~l N!1anripation. 

Compatriots. 
ThE' black pt>oplt> or our country han• ehallt>nged thP lt>gitimacy of thP South African racist State from its formation in 

1910 and throughOJut tht- t'nsuing dt>cadPs. As Wt' tight tht.- apartheid systPm today. wP should all spt>ak with one voice 

111 declaring that- thP prl'SPnt r .. giml'. likt> all ulllt>rs bt>forP it. has no ll'gitimatE' authority to rule our country. Indeed, its 
cPntral purpost• is to perpetuatt> thP illt>gal rult> uf tlw white usurpers of powt>r in our country. 

All rE:>volut10ns arr ahout :Halt> puwt>r. Ours is no P'>ception. The slogan, "Powt>r to tht' PE'ople''. mt>ans one thing and 
onE' thing only It mPans IH' spt·k to dt>stro~ tht> powPr of aparthE:>id tyranny and rt>placE' it with popular powE'r- with a 
gowrnmt>nt whos<> authontl dPrti'I-'S from lht• will of all our peoplt!. both black a11d white. 

TIH' issut> wP ha\l' to SPttlt> togPthPr is what Stt>ps to takP to attain that ultimatl• goal. what intt:>rml'diatP objt>ctives WE' 
.>hould St't our.,pllt.., -building on what Wt' havt' achiE'VPd. and in prt>paration for thP nt>Xt stagt> in our forward march to 
l'i<'ton. Tht> answt'r to tht'.,t' 4ut'stions rt'latt'~ dirt>cllv to what Wt' havl' alrE'ady rrfl'rrt>d to as tht> illt>gality of thP apartheid 

~tat•·. 

\Vp must ht'gtn tntbt· uur acctm!lllatt·d strength to destroy thE' organs of gon~rnment of thE' aparthE'id regime. WP havE' to 
undt'~minP and wt-alwn 1ts n>ntr~>lo>lt'r us. E'xactly by frustrating its attE'mpts to t•ontrol us. WE' ~hould direct our collctii'E' 
m1ght Ill rt>ndt-nng tilt> t'llt'ITl' ·, 11\SlrumE:>nts of authorit)- unworkable. To march forward must mt-an that we advance 
a::;u1 1st rlw rl'ginw's organs ot' stat .. -powE'r, creating conditions in which the country bPCOITlt'S incrt>asingly ungoH•rnabiE'. 

Cumraci.-; .• -u~tntrYmPn :::1 .. 1, o<'llds: 
Ynu ,1r,· awar<> thar tl.t· apartlwid regimE' maintains an l'Xtt'nsive administrativt> s~stf"m throu~h which it d1rects our 

I ill'.' i'lti; s1·stt>m ittrlud!'s organs of central and provincial go,·ernmt>nt, ~ht• army and tht· poiic<>. thr judiciary. tht> 
:-I.Jntustans adminstrations. thP communit:• c-ouncils. tht> local managE'ment and local afra1~ committt't'S. It is tht'Sl' 
!lhtituttor,;; of aparriJ,·Id pow!'r that w .. m-~~t_ .. ~!ta<:~. and demolish, as part of tht> strugglE' tn put an 1-'nd to racist minorit~· 
rul< 111 our countn \t:'t>diE'ss to sa' as stratE'gists, WE:' must s;>lt>ct r.n attack thost< parts ul 1 ht> t>nemy admlnistratllt' 
''SL~-'tn w!11ch we ha·~ tiH' powPr tn destroy as a rPsult of our unttrd and dt>lermint'd offt·ns11·, \lit· must hit the t:'tH·m~ 
. .-~-,.,..._...-

.,.iH·rF 1~ 1>. wt'akest. 
T·h~- goaiw;;;rt' SPtting oursE'ives todav is dictatE'd by thP logic of our rHoiution. Its ro>al!!>ation i~ madt> possiblt' b~­

th" fact that 111 our millions. Wt' have alrt>ady laid thP basis for its accomplishment. Thus. through our pfforts, the so-callt>d 
('u,uur .. ct Pt>rsons Reprl'sentalin• Council ceasE'd to <>Xist: as a result of t>Xtensiw mobilisation. the puppt>t South African 
!>Ldlan C.>uncil was brought 111 by a laughably insigniticant minority: the enttrP Bantustan sv~tt'm faces uv~rwh .. lming 
. ••wction and con ti no us re~i~tancf': and similarly. towards the t>nd of 1983. we uni tE:>d in a massil'<' rt:>jt'Ctloll of till' local 
m .. tnagt>mt•nt committeE'S and community councils. 

In et>rtain areas anrl "t diffE'rE'nt timl's. we havl' gone bE'yond rejection of this opprE'ssive systPm or gol·t'rnment, bt!yond 
a •.·hali .. ngt> to its leg111macy. In 1960. our people in Pondoland dt>stroyt:>d tht- rPgime's administration. and set up their 
'''I"I.U~0minl~tratlon aud pt'oplt>'s courts. Likewise in 1976, w_t>__causE'd the collapse of thP Crban Bantu Councils., in thE' 
r .. r .. nt iJast. in Sobantu Vtllage in Pietermaritzburg, WE' destroved thE' nl?wlv jnstaiiPd commynit\ counrtl frustratt'd the 
.v.tans of the Drai.::PnSht'r)! Administration Board. --

llur d~tumtned resJ~tancE- al Crossroad> and al KTC in tht> Wt>slt'>rn C 1~ has mad~ it. imposstt•IP tor Koornht>f to carry 
.,,,r hts ~~heme~ Hr ha' b;-en uruble Lo govern at will In !'11datsar.e our heroiC strugglf r1a.> shaKt:'n thP puppt>l S~;bt' 

\clminl:>tratJOn to 1t' o·orp Comm~?nting on thts situation, onP South Afncan polttlcal obst>rver stated "the stakE's are 
his;h bt'cause thl' ts.,u .. , ha~t• mo1ed beyond those of a (bus) fare IncreasE'. ThE' bo~·cott has bE'come a confl1ct of will 
bt·twPen the Ciskt>t tpuppt't adm1mstration) and its many oppont>nts tn MdatsanP, thl' second iargt'st black township in 
~outil Africa." 

In the course of our strugglE' agg_inst rent mcreases an.£._<?_~her fact>ts of apartheid, such as tht> proposed incorporation 
,,f ;om,; townshtps intc, the KwaZulu bantustan, we havE' gonE' further to dE'stroy part of thE' administratiYe infrastructure 
uf the Prt>toria re;:itnt'. 

From thesE' E'XampiPs, it is ciPar that WI:' ha1·e thE' ability to raisE' thE' struggle to greater heights. Haring rejE'CtE'd thE' com­
muntt\ councils by bo~ cutting thE' t>lt-rtions. we should not allow thE'm to be imposE'd on us. We do not want them.-~ 
must -e·ristir("tfi"iit th<>y cea~•· to exist. Wht>rt> administration boards takE' ovE:>r their functions, thE'n thE'sE' must be destroveod ·-·· -..... . 
~ In the CiskE'i. as with th .. OJtiwr so-called indE'pE'ndent Bantustans, we must takE> t;JE' battle furthE'r. In thE' conl1ict of 

w1ll bt>l wi?Pn ourselves an ct th<· mu rdl'rous St>br administration, our will must prevail. And it wtll. if wP transform what 
bt'gan in :Vldat<;ane as rE>stslanct' to bus-fan' 1ncrt>aSl'S into a nationwidt> offt>nsive agatnst the PrHoria regimt>'s Bantustan 
;\>;tt'm. In \-ldatsanE' thE' people haw sairl - "St-bP must go! Power to the People'" That call should spread throughout 
tilt· Cish1 to galvanisr the pPoplt> into unttt'd action for the destruction of the instruml?nt of oppressiOn- the Ciskei 
kantust.J.n. 

Tht• intolt>rablt' hardshtps and sutrp;·mgs; the pers~cuttons, detentions and murders of patriots and cmocrats in other 
Bantustan~ call for the PstablishmE'nt of fighting orgamsat10ns to organisE' and lead thE' struggle for the destruction of thE'SE' 
ract;.t institutions of opprPssion··. 

This~ t>ar. Botha and Malan will be busy implt>mE'nting thE' provisions of their apartheid constitution. In this regard, our 
dPmocrattc movt->ment must mobilise to ensurE> that tht> so-called Coloured and Indian sections of thE' black population to 
rpfusp to be recruitt-d to play thE' role nf partners in apartht>id tyranny. White South Africa alonE' should man the apartheid 

consititutional posts which it alonE' has crE'ated, for its E'XclusivE' bE'nE'nt. Those who to serve in these apartheid institutions 
must E'Xpect t,) face tht> wrath of the peoplE'. 

WE' mu>t go furthPr to say that our white compatnots, with even a modicum of anti-apartheid feeling, havE' to abandon 
the deluston that they can use Botha's constitutional Institutions to bring about any changes. Tll~Jprces struggling for a_, 
new order in our country are outsidE:' of thE'se structures. It is within the ranks of these extra parliannentary forces that the 
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any-apartheid whites can make a significant contribution.~o democratic change in our count;:y. Now is the time to choose. 

It is essential that we continue to shift our posture from de(e_ns'Tvftotlie off~ns1ve. '!'he enemy has failed to dt•stroy us 
and never will. But invincibility is not enough. It is in the attack that w~ shall find victory. Nor should we wait fnr thP 
enemy to take initiativ~ and then react to its plans and schemes. W~ have a purpose, a goal, an objective, a historic mission 
to accomplish for our country and for humanity. Our historic duty is to pursue it with relentless determination and 
persistence, whatever the enemy does or omits to do. 

We must apply ourselvt>s with more vigour in our efforts to organise the unorganist>d, to consolidate, defend and t>xpand 
~xisting peopl!?'s organisations and engage the racist enemy in united action on all fronts. It is absolutely nect>ssary to raise 
the standard of our organisational and Pducational work as well as psychological preparedness, to the level of the major 
and complex tasks facing our revolution today. 

At this juncture allow me to singlt> out the creation_of the U .D__£ as •• ~ h~ric achievement in our ~1-~:~.fffo_rts to 
unite in the broadest possiblt> front for the struggle against the in~u~a.l1.~P.a~heid system. The formation of tht> Unitt>d 
DemocW~tic Front was a product of our people's determination to bt> their own liberators.. 

The growth of the democratice trade unton movement and its powt>r to wrest recognition from both the regime ana Llle 

employers, together with tht> dt>termined efforts to form one national trade federation, constitute one of the most significant 
advances of our struggle in recent years. 

Ev(.'rywhere in the country, our people and youth have courageously confronted the regime in numt>rous encoun tPrs, 
wht>tht>r against rent·increases forced removals or in military ~ons -among them. the attack on the Air Force Head-

ters at ·a b · Umkhonto We Sizwt>. 
This is the spirit that must gUI e an msp1re the leaders, organisers and activists of our dt>mocratice mov!:'m!:'nt. We are 

talking of a spirit of rebellion and a frame of mind which puts to the fore the politics of revolutionary change. 
A special responsibility rests on the shoulders of the ANC and the most advanc!:'d members of our broad democratic 

movement to act as reyoluti~ries- as suc.IL. to w~_r~£Lutio~arv str!,u;gle, il!Jd, Afi~ing th~~~b: .. e..~_Qn_tlle ~::oos~inU~ 
and organised involvement of the masses of the~ELeJo build a s~rong ~~ . .9i.sc[Eiined revolutional:)_ ffi,Ql~~~"~nt. In this 
CCJnte"xt~-ti1"erui:t1ie~tion and organisation of the !?~Of our COUf1.~11:.1i~,-'i~.£.la!Jr_n.J2.QJ!~J:~· 

Quite clearly, w . a\·e made great str1des in these areas of~~~ This is :_:~-~trPngth of.the Jn2.F and the 
acP at which it continues to row. tis evident a so rom £"fie struggles we have co ~~for months 011 

.\:.!!.! ... We can set~ it il.!_..tlH• organisational growth of the _tr~union..L!lo.v_e!!)_t:,n~:.Tht>re havP bt~en commendable advanct>s in 
the ctevelopment of tl1e \ outh and students' as well as civic and ~omen's movements. 

Wt> have built an organised mass democratic movement sufficiently strong to giw us the possibility to tackle other 
uncomplt>ted organisational tasks. 

Wt> refer here in particular to the .. organisation of the working class into a revolutionary }I_?._d.!.-un!Qn movement; th! 
organisation of the rural masses, inside and outside the Bantustans; the organisation of tfie wompn.folk of our country 
and the relibrious community into struggle. 

Let us now takt> a brief look a• each of these areas of work. 
Millions of workers in our country. including the unemployed and those engaged in the agricultural sector, remain 

unorganised. Wt> have to make determined efforts to reach these unorganised workers. bearing in mind that it is the historic 
respvnsibility of the working class to take the lead in our stru gle for people's powPr. ~ -· -----

he task o orm1ng one federation to unitt> the democratic trade union mo\'Pment has not yet :,een accomplishPd. 
We should pursue this goal with even more determination and sp<>ed because. apart from anything elsP, a united democratic 
workers' movement would give us greater possibilities to advance our struggle. 

We do not believt>, dear comrades, that there are insurmountable or even very serious obstacles on the way to the creation 
of such a federation. \Ye do not agree with the school of thought which crt>att'S artificial barrit>rs bPtween the fights for 
trade union rights and the national liberation struggle under the racist conditions obtaining in South Africa. In our siLuation. 
the victory of the trade union struggle is unattainable except as an integral part of the victory of thl:' political. idf:'ological 
and military struggle. The struggle of the working class is, therefort>. and must be, an integral part of the national libnation 
struggle. 

'i'he organisation and mobilisation of the rural populatiOn is clearly lagging bPhind those of our pt>opl .. in the 
towns and cities. And yet it is in these rural areas that the apartheid system has its most disastrous impact on our peopll-'. 
We have the organisational capacity to begin to tackle the rural areas seriously and continously. 

In the Freedom Charter we say that "the land shall be shared among those who work it". As you will know. the situation 
today is that our pe'-'ple in the Bantustans have been reducec; to landless and jobless outcasts. Manv are condemned to a 
slow and painful death in the so-called resettlement camps. On the commf:'rcial farm~. the most me;ciless brutalisation of 
our people, especially women and children, takes place, every day and every hour of the day at the hands of thf:' landowners. 

One of the fundamental elements for the solution of the problems facing our people in the countryside is the resolution 
of the land question in favour of the ~~-Qhlll!.TII!!~.Qlat_~_t~-~1 therl'(ore. is to mobilise the rural masses around the 
question of land. It is onlv when the countryside is organised that the rural masses will be able to respond resolutely to 
the call: "Seize the.Jan.d!" -

-------------=~=------~ 
Brothers and Sisters: 
Fellow.country·men, 

In the past period we have seen the increased involvement of the religious community in our struggle for liberation. 
In this context, you are aware that at the National Conference of tht' South African Council of Churches last Har a 
proposal was made to convene a conference in 1986 to decide on the issue of the contribution of the Christian ~hur~h 
to change in our country·. It was then said: "When peace is brokf:'n or threatened by injustice. thf:' Christian has a 
responsibility to work for peace, to work for righteousness, by striving to rectify what is unrigliteous, unjust". 

Those words constitute a serious challt>nge not only to christians. but also to people of other faiths in our country. 
While the evil and unjust apartheid system exists in our country, we cannot have peace, nor can the people of Southern 
Africa. 
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The fraternal peoples of Namibia and Angola, especially, have for ~ears now known no peace becausl' of Prtotoria 's 
brutal colonisation and occupation of their countries. Daily, our Namibian and Angolan brothers and sisters sufft•r dfath 
and destruction from the regime's bombs, bullets and bayonets. 

This war of aggrPssion is being conducted by a regime from our own country. We have a responsibility to ourstoh ··~ 
and the children and people of Namibia and Angola. to raise our voices ·n condPmnation of the aggression. \Vp urgt' upon 
the people of South Africa to demand and fight for the immediate withdrawal of ail South African troops. mcrctonarit·s. 
Pretoria-backed bandits and special assassination groups from Angola, Namibia and other affected countrirs of Southern 
Africa. In this context, let the oppressed and democrats of our country assume thPir historic responsibility. rt.>cognhing 
that the struggle in South Africa is the hope of the sub-eontinent. 

We are entitled to except that people of all faiths in our country, including the Christian, the Jew, the Hindu and the 
Moslem, will in fact act, and act now, in de fence of justice, peace and life. against a system that is totally evil and inhuman. 

It will be our special task this year to organise and mobilise our womenfolk into a powerful. united and active forct> for 
~volutionary change. This task falls on men and women alike- all of us togethPr as comrades in strugglE.' WE.' wish to strPss 
the need, at the present hour, for the emergency on the political scPne of a women's movement that is politically and 
organisationally united. Our struggle needs and demands this potentially mighty force. 

Our struggle would be less than powerful and our national and social E'mancipation could nevpr be complete if w~· 
continue to treat the women of our country as dependent minors and objPcts of one form of exploitation or anothPr. 
Certainly, no longer should it be that a woman's place is in the kitchen. In our beleagurpd country, the woman's plact> 
is in the battlefront of struggle. 

We have come a long way from the l.ime, as in the 50's when we fought barehandPd - disarmPd and unarmPd -against 
the military might and the trigger-happy army and police force of the apartheid rtogimt>. ~o black hand was allowrd to 
touch a fire-arm or possess any instrument more lethal than a pen-knife. 

To day, the racist ~gime 's army and police generals who occupy a central position in Prt>toria's state machiner;. , through 
the State Security Council, are making frantic efforts to recruit and arm the "Kaffirs. Coolit•s and Hotnots" of tht> 50's. tn 
serve as cannon fodder in the defence of a system that has fallen foul of the times, a system that has enslavt>d and dl·ba,torl 
us these past 70 years. 

It is not that the mi!Jtary might of the regime h<.S declined. It is rather thE' people determined to be free, havE- takt>n up 
arms and, through their ov:n army L'mkhonto We Sizwe, have moved on to the offensive. 

Toda\ armed struggle is a vital. indispensable component of the struggle for national and social liberation in 'South 
Africa. Wher? the apartheid reg1me rel1es for sunival on its fascist army and police. on blacK mercenaries. and on puppet 
armies and murderous puppet administrations who slaughter men as readily as they butcher children. th.- demucratic 
majority in our countr! supports the People's Army- Umkhonto We Sizwe, whose rising sophisticated will ~t't compuund 
the sul'\·n·aJ problPms of th~ apartheid system. 

Rut the challenge confronting Umkhonto We Sizwe, in the face of current developments m Southt>rn -lJrica, has nelt>r 
bet-n greater. Therefore, in commending its units and commanders on the sustained offensive of the past year, wt• chargt> 
them, and call upon our people, to carry the struggle to new heights, and sue for victory tomorrow ratht>r than tht> day 
after tomorrow. 

To this end, Umkhonto We Sizwe must deppen its roots and grow inextricably among tht> o ular masses: among us 
-the workt>rs, tht> peasants. e women: we, t e unemployed. the Ian f:'SS. th<> homf:'lf:'SS. and tllt• stan1ng 
million~. 

l'mkhonto WP Sizwe must grow in size, in the spread and quality of its operations and in the wt>ight of P\t>ry blm1 
dP !herPd ThP armPd struggl£: mu5t gtow. Wrt shall achil?ve VJclon· through a com b1nat10n of mas.s pol i lie a! action and 

o~aois.e.Qrevolutionar_v ,·1ole~. . . --. . . . . . . 
>VIf addrt>ss a spec1a1 message to the wh1te yuuth. Your future 1s 111 1ssue The apartheid rPgtmP has no !uturt> LJh . .:.dlllt 

H·tler and hi> war machine. after sprPadirifCleath and destruction everywhere, the rPgiml' will b~ dt>featrd and dt-stro~ t>d 
ver;.· where. 

The futurE' belongs to the majorit;.. of the people of South Africa, black and white, who. in strugglt>, are toda~· la~·ing 
the foundations of a united, non-racial democratic South Africa in what will thPn, but only thf:'n, become a peact>ful and 
rapidly advancing region of Africa. 

Your proper place IS among these builders of a new order in our country. Join thPm. Refust> to join an arm~ whosE' soil· 
function is to murder, murder, murder African people everywhert'. 

It goes without saying that Black youth- African, Indian and so-eallE'd Coloured- must undpr no circumstancE's St'r''' 
in Pretoria's army of violent repression and criminal aggression. The democratic movE.'mPnt should 1mmt>diatt>l\ takt> llf.l 
this issue with our youth throughout the country. ·------ ---

------~--------. ~--··· ~- -~--
Our democratice movt>ment, our movf'mE.'nt for national libt-ration, is part of a multi-million strong world alliann· uf 

forces which fights for national independence. democracy, soc1al progress and peace. On the otht>r hand tht> apartht>id 
regime belongs tirmly within the camp of impE'rialist reaction, and is activl? within this camp to further countt'r·rt•l olutionar1 
goals. 

We therefore have an mternatiOnal obligation to be active 1!1 thP strugglt> to dl'fPat thE.' countt>r-offt'I\SI\t· that tht' 
imperialists, led by the Reagan Administration of the United States. ha\'e launchPd. We too must ha1t> brought aga1nst til•· 
war-mongers within NATO who have brought humanity closer to a nuclear holocaust by sabotagmg all effort~ at achit>l·ing 
nuclear disarmaments and who havE', instead, unleashed a nPw arms racf:' and heightent>d international tPnsJon and lll>t'<'LII'it~. 
We too must struggle togethPr with the world peace forces. especially becauoe t.he Pretoria rPgim;, itst·lt poSSl'~>t>S nuclt>ar 
weapons and maintains st>cret military relations with the most belligerent circlE's on the world s..:t>nt'. 

We too must speak out, and have spoken out, against the attempts of the L'nited States to impost> it> llillun lht> peoplt>s 
of the world. This policy has already resultPd in the criminal invasion of Gn•nada, the undeclan•d '' ar aga1 nst i\irargua and 
the direct intervention of the United States in El Salvador. in support of a gang of murdt>n•r,. lr has led to a r<>ign of 
terror against the people of PalestinE.' and their organisation. the PLO. as wPil as thE' peopll- .. r L .. banon It has lwlpt>d 
Morocco to ignore the resolutions of the OAU and to maintain it.~ colonial hold ov<>r the ot>npit-, f \\t'sLern Sahara Th1s 
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policy has further delayed th& independence of Namibia and emboldened the Pretoria regime itself to seek to impose 
its will on the peoples of Southern Africa by force of arms. 

In this regard, through a policy of military terror and economic strangulation, the racists seek to compel the independent 
states of our region to surrender their independence and, as an important part of that surrender, to help evict the ANC 
from the whole of Southern Africa. Never was there a clear·~r illustration of the relationship between the struggle to 
liberate our country and th.: struggle to defend the independence and sovereignty of the countries of Southern Africa. 
The peoples of our region share one common destiny. Certainly, that can never be a destiny of subservience to the criminal 
regime of Pretoria. 

As the Maputo Frontline States Summit of March 1982 agrtoed, the only way forward for the peoples of our region is 
to support the ANC and SWAPO in our common strugglt> against the Prtotoria rtogime and to repulse the offensive of this 
regime against independent Africa. 

For some time now, especially since the Maseru massacre, spokesman of the South African regime have repeatedly 
boasted of the intimate nature of their collaboration, and the happy relations they have, with the Government of the 
Kingdom of Swaziland. The people of Swaziland, like most in the rpst of Africa, will have resented that claim, tospecially 
if, as we susptoct. Pretoria has in mind collaboration in the fruitless attempt to liquidate the ANC by assassinating and 
harassing its members and supporters in Swaziland. 

The trouble about any alliance with apartheid is that the liberation struggle is growing and dt>stined to grow and advancce, 
no matter which or how members and leaders of the liberation movement are murdered or arrested in the doubtful intertosts 
of either minority domination or good neighbourliness. 

or course the Botha regime is frantic about the emergence of the ANC as the alternatin power on the South African 
political scene. Thto regime is frantic also because of its inability to block the powerful and tovidently dangerous thrust of 
the ANC and people towards the goal of liberation. The regime is therefore blackmailing African States into an alliance 
targt>tted on the destruction of the ANC. 

'But the ANC has grown among the people of Southern Africa in th~ past 70 years It has always embraced and always 
will embrace them as allies and comrades-in-arms. It is a child of Africa's determination to achieve and enjoy human 
dignity. freedom and national independence; it will never betray that parentage. It is an integral part of the revolutionary 
proctoss; it will stay in the revolution until final victory. The ANC is at once the life, the national awareness and the political 
experience of popul?.~ masses of South Africa. As the people cannot be liquidated, neither can the ANC. We take this 
opportunity to give a stem warning to some of our people against the dangerous temptation to work as enemy agents for 
the liquidation of the people'~ struggle. 

The inrl.estructihility of the ANC shnulrl :1owtover not in•hcc 

complacency on our part. In order for the ANC to effectively pursu~ and accomplish i.s historic mission, we must be 
unceasing in our efforts to strengthen and expandits underground structures, ensuring its active presence everywhere in 
our country. 

WE' hereby extend our un~quivocal support to the independent states of Southern Africa, including Seychelles, in the 
common struggle to dtofeat the aggressive policies of the Botha regime. The training, arming and deploymPnt of counter­
revolutionary bandits into Mozambique, Lesotho and Zimbabwe forms part of this aggression. We arP grt:!;1tly inspired by 
thE' heroic struggle of the people of Angola to expel the occupying South African forces from their country and to wipe 
out the puppet 'C!~ITA bandits. We salute the internationalist Cuban forces which have contributed so decisively to 
fru,tra·.e the schemes of the Pretoria regime and its ally, the Reagan Administration. 

We extend our greetings to our comrades in arms of SWAPO, the Peoples Liberation Army of Namibia and the Namibian 
people as a whole and pledge to tight side by side with them until our continent is rid of all vestiges of colonial and white 
minority domination. 

As we enter this NE'w Year- we hail the tirm and positive role played by the frontline countries and the forward 
country of Lesotho. despite Pretoria's destabilisation efforts and naked aggrtossion against them. The dream of the total 
libt:!ration of Africa is in sight. 

We salute the resilience of the OAU in the face of concerted imperialist manoeuvres and call upon both the OAU and 
thE' non-aligned countries to increase their material and moral support for our struggle as well as that of SWAPO and the 
frontline countries. 

The Sortalist countries remain a solid pillar of support to our national liberation struggle. We are assured of their 
continued international solidanty till the triumph or our revolutionary struggle. 

In the past year we have suc-ceeded in widening and deepening our support if1 thto western countries. Wto are particularly 
cognisant of the consistent support we receive from SwedPn and other Nordic countries, from Holland, Italy and Austria 
to mention a few. We are happy to report the establishement of a new oftice in Australia, at supportive invitation of 
the Government and people of that friendly country. 

Our enorts win international support have been signiticantly sustained by a wide spectrum of anti-apartheid solidarity 
and mass organisations in almost all the wtostem countries as well as the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
With respect to the latter continent, the bestowal of the Simon Boliva International Award to our people's hero, Nelson 
Mandela, served the great purpost> of laying a firm foundation for the futurp dHelopment of our rtolations with the people 
of Panama, Venezuela, Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador and other South and Central American countries. 

We pay tribute to the progressive forces in the t:SA for their valiant efforts to achieve wide-scale C.S. disinvestment in 
South Africa. On them rests the heavy responsibility to defeat the Reagan Administration's racist "constructive engagement" 
policy with Pretoria, and curb and coniine the aggressive character of American imperialism. 

We salute the heroic struggle of the Palestinian people, fighting for their birthright under the tried and te:sted leadership 
of the P.L.O .. and commend those Arab countries who are making a positive contribution towards the achievement of 
ger.ui:1e and lasting· p.oace in the Middle East. 

CONCLUDED ON PAGE SIX 
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Th>ar Compatriots, 
On this historic 72an Anniversary of the ANC. we pay undying tribute to the many patriots who have fallen in action 

sin~ January 8 last year. Among thest> we rt.>member, with great affection, es~cially Comrades Dora Tamana,.Yusuf Mota 
Dadoo, Rev. James Calata - great stalwarts whose contribution to our movement shall be remembered by all future 
generations. We dip our revolutionary banner in tribute to the heroic combatants of Umkhonto We Sizwe, including 
Comrades Jerry Mosololi, Simon :\Iog~rane, and Thabo Motaung. We pay homage to the martyrs of our people like Saul 
!'vlkhize and Msizi Dube -all of whom were murdered in cold blood by the Pretoria regime. 

We salute all our leaders and activists incarcerated in Pretoria's dungeons, and greet all those who are banned and banished. 
We greet all our working peoplt> in the mines and factories, in the fields and highways, in offices, churches, schools, and 
hospitals and in vanous other socio-cultural services. 

We greet parents. mothers and fathers who manage to raise families against tremendous odds in the fa~ of the genocidal 
apartht>id policies. The loss of life resulting from the operation of this system is staggering. The progress and victory of 
our struggle will redet>m the situation. In the meantime, as a people, we need to address the problem of lack of respect for 
human life which is manifest in the growing number of deaths from unnatural causes in the ghettoes of our country. 

We have just brought to its close a year that we observed as one of United Action. During this year, we built up the 
unity of our democratic forces as never before. We must defend and consolidate these gains. We must build on them as 
we move to the next stage of our struggle. The black and white- must continue to engage in an ever-broader and united 
assualt on the racist regime and its policies. 

Ont> of the principal tasks we have to accomplish this year is, as I have said, the organisation and mobilisation of our 
womenfolk into struggle. For this reason, in the name of the National Executive Committee of the African National 
Congress I declare 1984 THE YEAR OF THE WOMEN, and charge the entire democratic and patriotic forces of our 
country with the task of joining in the effort to mobilise our women to unite in struggle for people's power! 

To all true patriots of our country, we extend best wishes for success in our common struggle during this, THE YEAR 
OF THE WOMEN! 

NGA 

WETHU! 

MATLA 

KEA 

RONA! 
MOE I LISE 

TO 

TO THE 

PEOPLE! 
AND MARCH FO R~VA~D 

PEOPLE'S POWER' • 
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