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Compatriots,

A new yeer has begun, bringing with it fresh hopes and new challenges,
I am sure that I express our collective conviction when I say that
during this decude, each Year has brought us oloser to our cherished
goal =~ the total libveration of our country,

Thé bells that rang in the New Year were, for us, a ocall to battle,
cummondng us to ever greater involvement and persistence in the

struggle for democratic cheonges Wo can and will meet tho new challenges
suocessfullys The confid:znoce with which we make this bold essertion is
based on our unflinching commitment to fight with all our might, making

all tho necessary sacrifices, until victory is ours,

Compatriots,

Today, January 8th, 1985, we observe and cclobrate 73 ycars of the
Africaon National Congrosse 4s has boen tho practicoe in the past, the
National Excoutive Committoe of the ANC addrosses an annual mesgago to
you on this our National dayes To do so is both a duty and a privilegoe

It is a duty bocause history has ontrustod us with thd destiny of our
country, and wc thercefore must tozother rendor to onc another, to the
allics and active supporters of our strugglo, and to history itself, an
account of our stewardship ovoer the past twolvo monthse Wo must together
analysc and loarn from our oxpericnoc on the battlefront to victory, to

carve out thue path to our histerically determinced dostination.

To addroos you, compatriots, on January 8th, 1985, is a privilego. For,
we are addresting a fighting poople, who during a particularly forocious
offunsive by thc onomy, have accumulatcd a rooord of rosistance and
struggle worthy of cur grcat herovos and martyrs, a people who not only
have the resilicnco that dofios dcefoat, but alse tho capacity to risoc

to thc challenpes of tho hour and move on to tho offenmsive, a people
with a glorions {utuvroe to Tight for, a touch and brutal cnemy to face,

an assurcd aoad cgo

Wlne
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It is 5 yoors sinoco we rallied ourspeeplo around the demands of the
Froodom Chertor during 1980, the Yeer of tho Chartor, This yoar, as

we mark the 30th annivoersary of that lilgtorio dooument, wc ocan with
confidcenco sy that in struogle, millions of us have rcaffirmed that the
Frecoedom Charter constitutes tho cmbodiment of our deepest espirations
and tho blueprint for a now South Afrioca,

1984 saw us takc bold stups forward on tho road to freocdome Tho path
we anave traversed was frauvght with numerous dangors and hazards, But
despito thosc, it is clear at the cnd of 1984 = tho Year of the Women,

that wo have auccceded in shifting the balancc of pouwor within our counw

try in favovr of {the torces fighting tor national liberation, social
justice and genvinge peace in Southern Africae Through persisicnt collece

b

tive labour and dedication we havo made significant progress in forging

a mighty pcople's movement against the racist monstrositys As we said

lant year, 1t is in the attack that victory is to be found,

By attacking, we defeated thu efforts of the racist regime to mobilise
the Indian and Colourcd, or so—called Coloured, sections of the black

population into acceptance of the apartheid constitution.

Dy cuvr refusal to be bullicd into accuptence of tho enemyt!s constitutio-
nal schemes, we reaffirmed our determination to defend the unity of tho
dloclk peopls in pursuit of & common vioctory against o common cnemys. Wo
were ascerting the truth that frecedom in indivisible, that frcedom for
gome is [ruudom for nono, and hence, that no scotion of the black per le

can be free while anothoer is opproascd,.

The defeat of the cnemy's plans in August cxpresscd our common assertion
thet apartheid cannot bo reformeds Dy boyootting the apartheid elections

wo denounced Botha's Yroform" programmc £s8 a shame

These victorics were of great importance for the further advance of our
strur-lce Thuy scrved to radse tho degroe of isolation of tho oppressive
rorime, and gironsthenod tho ranks of tho forecs commitied to the victory
of ‘th. democratic revolution in our counirys Thoy confirmed our commite
moent to the rovolutionary porspuotivo of thoe solzuroe of power Ly the
puoplo end the building of & new-sooiocly in o united, domocratic and

non—rooial Southh Alrico.
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Corredos ana Frionds,

By attacking, wc frustrated tho onomy's attompts, to contain the milie

tant democratic trade union movement and transform it into a tamo and

timid ghadow ithet eccords with tho rogimots wishos,

This increcsud the fowrg that tho white minority rogimo has gf tho powor

or the orgonisca black workers of ouwr countrys

That is why during this past year, as at othor times in tho past, it

hes impriconcd, banned, banishud and ovon assasginetod looders and
activists of +thc uomocratic trode union movoment. Wo take this opportu=
nity to salutic thc workers of our country who, in thu tceth of tho most

vicious rwcisy persecution, have susteinced and kept alivo the spirit of

militant_democratic tredo unionism such as is cmbodied in tho_Egligz_gnd

frogramme of the South African Congress of Trado Unions (SACTU).

Luring 1984, in addition te the magnificent shop-floor struggles waged

by the workers, we wero inspircd Ly the united aciion taeken by black and
whito workers, ond their various unions, in thoir confrontatisn with
Highveld Stucle Again in Octobor, for the first time in 38 yoers, the
black minuworkers cmbarkcd ¢n a coordinatcd national offonsive in this

most sonsitive socior of tho South African sconomye

Tlic lesson from the victorjics we have scofad and the advances woe have
made is that, in futurc, our objectivo must be thet wherover o struggle
crupts =~ be it i a mino or factory, a farm or a building site, a shop
or a service centre ~ we must emerge from such struggles with stronger
workers! orpenisotions, a higher level of political consciousnoss and

& greater dotorminetion to fight on as & unitoed foroe, whatcver tho cost

t0 nursclves o3 individuala.

The organisod vorkcers formed the corc of tho historic Transveoal stay—
R

at=home which poralyscd industry and oommeroo in tho eccnomic hoarte
land of tho country and compolloed tho capitalist owncrs of property
to speak out. In en unprecudentad move, the organisations of tho loa=

ding ecapitolists drew the attention of the ruling group to tho fact

P D

that the cuntinued uso of the uld mothods of repression would only

serve ‘o iuspiro the workers tc intonsify thoir offensive,
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During thigs mascive strugglo, we achievoed a level of unitcd action among
all scctions of tho opprossed, and tho demooratio forces as a whole, which
must scrve as a basis for the further ogoelation of tho united pooplets
gtruggle for the viciory of tho national domocratio revolution. Ve
wermly salutce all thc workors and trado unioniste who, in aciion,

affirmed the corrcctness of tho perspootive wo put forward last yoar,
that the offonsive of thu working class is, and must bo, an intogral

part of th¢ national liberation strugglc.

Compatriots,

The student end working youth of our country have once more confirmed
their place in our hearts as the prido of the natione Thuse relentless
fighters for a South Africa that we can proudly call our own have,
throughout this past yeer, swolled the ranks of the mass movement by
Joining the sirusgle in hundreds of thousands, Despitc the ocampaign of
murdor and tcrror unlcashed by the roacists against them, including tho
very young, they have stood firm in their demands, They havo rofused

bo brecek from the renks of the strugzling meassess In saluting our

students and working youth, we can truly say that they have carned for

themselves thc lionow of heing called the Young Lionse

Through thiir actions, supported and reinforced by the worlicrs and the
parents, they heve forced the apartheid regime to give ground on many
issuese To build on these advances, we must ensurc that the Edgggligg
C_oter bccomes the common platform of tcachcrs, parcnts and students

in tho mass sirugclce for a democratic sysitem of ceducations

A spccial responsibility devolves on our youth during 1985, By its
deeision to observe the Intornational Ycar of the Youth, the racist
regime has thrown down tho geauntlet to the youth ¢f our countrye. Among

‘the numerous erimes this rogime has committed and continues o commit

against our people, somo of its most leinous have becn speeifically

orrainst our youth and childron,

On thc shoulders of the apartheid rogime rost such crimes as the scan—
Gclously high infent mortality rato tincngst black childron; the death
end deformation of our young a3 & rosult of malnutritioni the stunting
of their jrowth tlwouph thoe use of child laboury thoe warping of their
intellectucl development throush Bantu Education,
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South Africe is littcroed with tho graves of young patriots who worae
masgsacred hy the apartheid rogime in 1976 and in tho subsoquent yoars,
This sclf-camo regimo, which boars rosponsivility for thoso orimcs, has,

\
with ¢roat impudconce, docided to observo the Indornational Yoar of the

Youth, whogso motto iss Participetion, Devolopment end Pcacol Wo call
upon the youth to take this ycar a8 thoir own and to use it as a moans
to advancc our cwn perspectives of youth participetion in society, in
dovolopmont and im tho struggle for pecavas Tho galns wo have scorod in
youth mobilisation and organisation provide o besis for groater progross
toward tho cmorgence of a socioty whioh will dofend and promotc tho

gonuinoc intcrosts of our youths

Compatriotc,

We designatod 1984 as "Tho Year of the Womon" with thc express purpose

of concentrating our offorts on the mobilisation of our womenfold es
activo pervicipents in the struggle waged by our nationol liberation
novoments The rogponse to our call Mjomen Orgondse and Unito for Peoplets
Power" hes boon cormondable, MNow democratio women's organisations have

amecrgode  Greator numbors of our womonfolk havo been drawn into strugglos

Wec obgcrved |igteric days lilic the 30th amivorsary of tho Fodoration
of South Africon Women et improssive rolliose National Yomonts Day -
Augunt 9th -wes turnod into a wock of campaipgning against the fraudulent
Coloured and Indian parliamontery cleootignse, In this mennor ouwr womone
folk further jromoted the unity of all tho oppressed and democratio

forces, transcending thoe barricrs of race, colour, sex and orccds

Intcnsive srassroot mobilisation of Wwomen cs cquel perticipants in the
overall national siruggle has laid tho hasis for the crcation of a
national woment's organisetion which could be founded on the principles

contained in the higtoric Woments Chartore

Our women wore active in all tho buaiilos which confronted our communi—
tios_ac;?:E the Yeers In many of theso, eas in Sobokeng, they fought

in tho front rankse As paronts, mothcre, ;;H—;;;;;;ZhZEEEfEZZSEfgl;Ely
beside their menfolk and children against foroed removals, ctarvation
wages, incrcasedvzggtgmgﬂg"nges, inferior oducation and hoalth servioes,

demanding full citizenship rights for all our people in a unitary,

non=racial socioty,
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Tho chcoureging rosponso of our womon 0 tho oall to join Umkchonto We
Sizwo, which has rosultod in more womon Joinlng the penplets army during
tho courus‘;?‘¥33’§32;:ﬂihqngggg ono of tho bost ways of observing tho
Yoor of the Women,

iR
The rcection to our appeal by tho International community in gencral,
and women's orgonisations in particular, in practically all tho conti-
nents of the globe, wes most outstanding in mobilising moro moral ond
mztericl support for our strugglos This support was crowned by the
presontaticn of the Eugenc Cotton dward by the WIDF to our dear sister

and meiher, Alueriina Sisulu,

Wo call on our wonen teo huild cn theso impressive achicvemontse We
urge other cections of our people to continue to give thoir support and
conerete ausistance to our heroic women, mothers and sisters, so that
they can pley <heir rightful role as co—fighivrs and co-liberotors of

ovr motherlond,

Despite all the achicvements we have go far made, we arc s5%ill faced
with the nccescity of acoomplishing other taske wo have set oursolves,
pirticularly the unity of the demecratic trade unicn moverent, 1985 is
L 30th namiversary of thoe founding of SACTU. During this Aaniversary
STy Lot v congolidiade the gaina we hove thus for registercds We need
to intensify cue efforty to form ono united democratic trade union fodoe
ratiune Nu demecratic trade union sheuld be oxcluded from such a fedo-

ration,

The working: class of our country has domonstrated its combativencss in

the unpreccdenicd number of strikes thet took placo during the past ycars

So that this militancy will not he dissipated, we should nou strive
towords onc union for cach industry, the organisatig;~of tho unorganiscd
aav. the unemployced, and the leunching »f & masa offonsivo against tho
reduction of our living standaruse Wo siiould treot tho ggjury dbnq to
the 6,500 SA3COL workcrinjf-ii_iﬂggzg-jo all workers, and to «ll of us,
Yo ruat harneus the ocllootive stroungth of tho werking class not meroly
to improve tho immadiato cconomic conditiuns of that classz, but to bring
about democratic chonge in our countrys. Tio ANC joins thoso trade unio-
niastn who call for proator involvument on tlic part of workers ond their

unions in the otrusslec for democratic chanwu,
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1985 falls on tho cve of tho contonary of May Days In rocognition of tho
bonds that linit thc workers of South Afrioa with those of othor lands,
May Doy wes marked in a numbor of industrial oontros throurzhout South
Africa during 1984 Woe call on all our workors to onsurc by thoir actions

that Moy Doy is rocognisced es a pald publio holiday.

In a unique show of intecrnational solidarity, tho black Mincwerkers, who
ore amongot tho lowost paid and most brutally oxploitod of our workers,
dipped into their ovoreloan pockots and mado & modost donation towards
the otrike fund of the British mincroy vho are weging & life and doath
avrugrle to gevo their jobase Wo toke this opportunity to commoend this

oxamplary action on the part of our minors,

beer Compatrintg,

Tho dispousoeszion of our poople of the land that is thoirs remains onc
of thc moss bLurning national sriovancose The gross injustice of this
histeric crime hog been compounced by the racistst! errogant attempt to
deprive the African mejority of their inalicnablce birthrisht es citizens
of thtir soun.iry, South Africa, Milliona of our people in the rural
arcas arc brutally cxplcited as agricultural workers on farms carved
out of their cncestral landoe Their daily livos arc dominated by tho
aictates of trc racist whito famors and asricultural Companics against
vhom they have absolutely no redross, bdecavss they aro the loast orge=
nigod and moviliscd, The land question must be resolved, if ncods be,

the hard wegre

In the mecantime,; wo ropoat our call to all our pocple to give scrious
attontion to the crganisation and mobLilisation of our rural macsos,
Basing ourisolves on tho noocds of tho pooplu, and taking ude account of
tho concrcto conlitions of their oxistonce, we must doviso suitablo
orzaniseticnael structuros and mochanisms %9 reach our rural massecs and
provide them with tho organisational and political tools to defend thome
golvos ageinst oxploitation and to asgert thoir right to tho lande 4s
we paid loat yeer, we must ploco tho porspoctive of soizing the land
from the ddspossococsor in front of ouwr rural magses and cduoate them to
underatond thet this is o task thet calls for dedication, dotormination

oant soorifico.

The solution to tho land question is inoxtricavly ticd to tho struggle
oeeinst the Bantustans, where tho puppots, not content to do the dirty

work of tiie rotoria racists, hove talen it upon thomselves te impose
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ovon groater burdens on our opprossed psople, Somo of these Bantustan
puppots have tckon firm positions on the silo of thoir mostors in Protoria
and against the oppressod pevplo and their arganisations, Whonever the
populer messus rise and doliver folling blcws ageinst tho aparthoid system
their puppet voicus are licard cbovo tho din of battlo, donouncing the
people end defending the peoplots unomy,

Whilo oppousing tho revolutionary violunce of the national liberation
movemont, they have not hesitatod to unlossh systomatic violcnco against
the fighters for the peoplet!s causo, They have banncd the irede tunions
and brutaliged trale union activistues They aro fenning fretricidal cone
flict amongst our peeple in corder tc cnsure the perpotuation of the aparte
heid system from which they benofits. Some have gone so far as to ban

the UDF end otner demecratic orgenisetions, This situeiion can no longer
be cuuntenencuil,  The offensive against the apartheid system must be ox-
tended to reach tlic Bontustans and other aparthoid ingtitutions in all

cerners of oue country ond among 2ll population [ToupsSe

'the plicht of the thougands of our peuple whose homes arc rogulirly bulle
cozed to the round, and who are rcgulerly bundled up ancd transported to
Gistont ond inhospitable parts of our country, roquires our {ull aticn—
tiun and concerted actions of solidoritye Vo must cleborato orgenisatioes
nal methods and Tormg of action te halt this wrime against our pcople and
‘e cxpress, irn o conerete manner, our solidarity with them, As we havo
said, wo must or-wenisc the wnemployod info orgony of struzple, onabling
them to enpero in o dotermined offensive for jobs and adequato uncmploy-

ment allowonco:s,
Compatricts, Conrodes and Fricnds,

e hevo just ;jone through what was definitoly one of the most trying
periods in the cxpericnce of our movemont and stryzzles We have survie
ved one of the mest lethal attacks on our movement. Our couroge and tena—
city as o poople luring the difficult days of 1984 cnebled us to with-
stond a ficrce cnery onslought and proccoed to launch the biggoest offen—
sive that hau inspirod our allics and fricends to greater supportive

cction and solicerity.

Effcectively oxploiting unprecedented netural oalamities, the historical
legsacy of coloniclicm and by using its own puppot forcee, the regime
noucht to imposce conditions on tho noijhbouring states uhich wcere inten=

ded to perndlyso the ANC and cripplo the liberation strugrlce
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A plot wos joinily hatoked botwoon Protorifd, the Unitcd Statos and somo
ocuntrios of ilostarn Europe which, in & bid to drive a wodgo between vure
selvuo ant tho rugt of the peoplo uf Southorn Africa, sought to coorce
thoir Qovernments to turn against tho . ANC end the liberatian struggle.
Thio plot wes oquelly intondod to sow divisions among tho Frontline Statos

themaclves cnd to ddgtancce them from tho reat of 4fricas

At great cost to themselves end their people, tho Frontline States have
odorhe the brunt of overt racist aggression, doliberato acts of ecomomio
disruption and politiocal destabilisations To their great crodit, they
heve stool united and resclute in their commitment to thoe cause of African
freedom end independence, and cspecially in thoir totel support for tho
AIC and SWAPO,

The Kinguacm of Lesotho, completely swrrounded by racisimcontrollcd terrie
tary, has, with singuler courage and determination, persistently rebuffed
the agprossion, bullying and blacimail of tho Protoria regime,

Theso countries of our region have now been reinforced in their stand by
tho docisicn ol the 20th Swamit FKecting of tho OAU to give priority aticom
tica to the ctrugelo in Southern Africae  Under the curront Chairmanship
of Presidont l'walirm Julius Nyerczo, Cheirmen cf the Frontlino States,

the OAU is poiced %o intervene effcctively during the current year,

s we gteted loat yoear, our struggle consists of Hhur interdinked end mu-
tvally reinforeing clementse These are, first, tho vanguard role of tho
undcrpoum. structures of tho 4NC; socoml, the united mass political aation
af. ihg,ggogéc; third, tho armod offecnsivo apvarhcadcd hy Unkhonto Wo Sizwc,
and fourth, tho inxornationnl campaign %o isolato the aparthoid regzme uhile
winning woridmwide mor al, po1£¥5551 and maﬁé;;QE‘;;;gé;% for the struggleo
With regard to tho socond of thaese clements, there can bo no doubd that

we have regigtered great succosses in raising the unitod mass aotion cf

tho poople to hisher lcvn%g;w

e

I% is oqually undeniable that wo also achiove®d new victorics &s regexds
the fourth olcment, namely, the drive to igelatc thoe aparthcid regimo
and to win world~eide moral, political end material suppord for our strvg-

7lce In this rogard, we should mention a fow salicnt succcssoss

Tho efforts of tho eperSheid regzi o to break out of its isolation have
endad in dizmml failurc, Botha's vieit to FEuropo ondod as & sovere ro-
buff for the raciatss Tho now govurnment of low Zealand adopted firm
positions against tho eparsheid system, forcing tho Protoria regime to
withdraw iis diplomats from that country,
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[c wido=eprecad ond unprecodentod demonstrations in the U.3.4. against
opartheid anl the Roagan Alministrotion?s policy of "Construciive Engago—
ment" are an acowrate baromotur of the mounting isolation of tho aparthoid
rogimo as wull oo of tho incroasing scopo and depth of support for the
causo of liboration in Sofh Afrioa and Nemibia,

Likowiso, tho attumpts of thu aparthoid rogimo to projoct itoclf as
roformist have Loon oxpoced and condomnod.by the intarnational communityw
dccordingly tho Uelle Socurity Council hos rojooctod Botha's amended apapt—
heid Censtitviion as null eond veid, and of no forco or offoot, It affirmod
tho necad for majority rulc in o unitod, dumocrotio and non~racial South

Africa;

and yet theec eclhilcvements are not sufficiont, Woe necd %o intensify our
internationel offensive in the MNow Yoor, furthor to isolate tho aparthdid
rogime; sirecrschen our own ties of solicerity with progressive humanity

ond thus further coaplicate tZe situation of the o, 2rtheid regime within

our couniry.

During this”™n-

2

% yooxr, Ceomradcs, we oloo took our struggle forward by

bepginalng o cexrny out suother sirategic task wo had sct oursclvese _.ﬂ_s;_,.

yeou will_ruc 1L, lawst yeag wo 3aid we nu.at bgrxn tc use owr accumulatced
T R riage - Wamear W

s rerappmer — - e P

sirengih to destror L:/or gens of g;ovc.rnm_nt of the apertheid rogimo,

e iy o S T

Ve have now set out upen thic path. Wo have takon imprecsive stridoes

towards rerderiag il couniry LM()Vbr”AblO. this has not only moont tho
x-—""-—‘",_—;w

e A e oA~ s H T e g ar s

dostructivn a7 wzanity counc1ls. Owr rejection of the eportheid

roisd M

e T .
congstiiivticn - ~», n ivs coycncoy e reaffirmefion of cur rcjoction of

the cllepitindcoale ot tho Bothe regimoe. Other strugsles, including

thosye arourd the imsue ¢f cducation o3 woll as the stays—at—~home, them—

T

sclves pitied our demesratic power ageinst the powor of the forces of
opprasaion, racitam and counter=revolution, for the defeat of the latter

and ity replecenont witli popular povicr,

In this comings period. we shall nced.to pursue,.with even greater vigour,

+ho teask of .reducing tho ceopecity of the colonial apertheid regime to

apr——

continuo 1hs 1llc ;nl rule of our counirye Tho destruction of the orpans
ek indiinke et ¥ N

of govcrnrmnu wockona the ropime and is & necossery part of our continuving

masg cirfunsive,
adj/‘

The victorics wo scored during thoe yeer have plunged our opponcents into
en oven deepor political crisis, Apert from doenying them the chance to
expend thuir socia] bace, ticy further sharpenced the cwntrmlictions and
conflictrs within thi reliy; ¢roup, And uxposod tho uttor bonkruptcy and
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failure of tho ovorall political programme of tho raoists, Those are

importent moooucs s they holp furthor to workan tho enomy end shift the
belanoco of powor in our favour,

Through struggle, ve have forced the apartheid regime into a
gituation of confusion, indecision and an inability to define for
itself any consistent direction of state poliocy. This situation
has nrisen because the efforta of this regime to project itself

ag a representative or the so-called forces of moderation, gradual
and peaceful reform, have ended in failure. According to this
tnactical manoceuvre, the rucists sought to present themselves as a

reasonable and acceptable ctlernative to the revolutionary alliance

NP and the Conservative Party on the other,

Knocked out of balance hy the intensity of our offensive, the
white minority regime lurches from side to side, fumbling for an
cquilibrium it can no longer regaines On one day, it pretends to be
concerned about the condition of the black majority and, on the

next, pledges itself to the maintainance of white minority domirnation,

At thc same time, the posturing of this regime has angered large
gcctions of the dichard rucists among the whites who see the
m-intainance of the apartheid system as a holy ocrusdde. Mcved bty
their attuchment to the benefits that ncérue to them from the
system of the national oppression and the super—exploitation of the
blick majority, the political representatives of this tendency in
white politics are challenging the Botha regime for the allegiance
of Gspecially the Afrikoner population,

The disarray in tho encemy camp has compolled come to examine the
fundamental premises of the entire system of racinl opprescion, The
realisation has bLegun to dawn on some of Botha's own gupporters that
no colutions to the problems confronting our country are possible
without the participation of the black and democratic majority,

end the le~ders of this majority.

There arc yot others from among our white countrymen who, more
far—aightcd than others, have decided to bresk with a system that is
co patcently criminale. Theso have joined the democratic movement. We

are confident that the rumbers of such whito compatripts will grow
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as an intcgral part of the forces of liberation which are destined to
defent the aportheid regime and liquidato the criminal system it
upholds. In order ‘o has*cn the advunt of that day, wo must give the
enemy no rc?pitc' no time tc resroup Hnd recovor lost ground. It

rceuiros that we st JttJ on tho : nttuck.
[ — B A ST

_“__ﬂ___,_-~———~—*”—ﬁ
Compatriots,

e ora entering the cccond balf of the 1980s. When we cast our minds
brck to the Year of the Charter, 1280, and the subsoquont yocars, the
onc feoture that <t nds ocut ic the over-expanding and visible role of
tihic masses of our people in tho waking of this hictory. A8 we cnter
this sccond half of thic Decade of Liberation, it is necessary that we

cxamine not only our ctriking power, tut, oven more important, the

l1ructnon in which to strlku rmid how to delivar the blow. In particular,

——

it i5 neoossory thot we mEk the question ¢ at what pece - how fost = cre

vic advancing touvnrds the conquest of power?

The pate of our foruv.rd march depends on our success or failure to
sirengthen the first ond the third of the four interlinked clements we
hears referred to, namely, the all-round activity of the underground
wructures of the AIC and EEgFarmcd offensive spearhcaded by

R maree— P E

(.

Umkhento Yo 3izwes.

PR S

arre———

Hith rerard to thece twe decisive elements in our revolutionary

ctru yle, we should neither dramatise our shortcomings nor blind
T

ourtclves to the reality *hit we have not advinced on these two fronts

=L o pace correspording to our advoance on the other two,

Te move forw rd to victory with thoe grectest speed, we must pay

snrticulnr attention thic year te the toask of building a strong

u“dcrgrouud pr-sencce of welleorganised revolutionory cndrcu, drown from

the fighting musSces ant intograted among thems Such o body of C’drcu

conatitutes the dynomicing: {aztor in our sttuction ~ a force capablc
of briiging togcther tho virious stronds of our struggle, and

nssisting in the further development and consolidation of all our
e e ettt

political and milit-ry romunt forccr 1nto a mlghty army of of llbcratlon.
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The call wo are making to all the demeewatig- and patriotic forces of

our country i that this yoar wo mast all take it as our special task to
otrangthen ond reinforce our vonguard organmisation, the African National
Congrcsge Already wo howec mado great strides in this regarde. And yot

the imporctives of our siruggle demand that wo do not any longoer postpone
execution of tho task wo olaborated last yoar = to otrengthen and

Eﬁgand the underground stiructurcs of the ANC, onsuring the active

prosence of our movement averywhero in the country,

Who arc theso revolutionary cedres about whom wo speak? Where arc they?
They arc not special people. It is wec ~ men and women, young and old,
blck ond white = whe ore involved iq\gﬁiéx_ggggggigil_making sacrifices
in pursuit of thce people'n causce It 43 we, the worlrers in tho faotories,
the minc3, the frrms, thc commercial establishments and offices of
vericus kinds; we, who work in health and educational services as well

23 those of us occupied within the residential oreas,

Tho distinctive feature of the revolutionary cadre is a high level of
discipline, dedication and courage in carrying out tho tasks assigned by
thc movement, Such cadres arc guided by our goal of a united, non-raciel
and democratic South Africn. They fight for tho immediato folcase of
Nclson M-~nd2la nnd o211 other lcaders and political prisoncrs. They
accept that our path to victory lics in a combination of the all-round
activity of the 5994 unitcd masc political action, armed struggle and

international solidarity and support.
Dcar Compatriots,

It is now 25 yoars sincc the illcgit. ate rcgime in our country proscribed
the represcntative and leader of our people - the African National Congress,
Tho apartheid regimo banned the ANC oxactly bocausc it wanted to romove

from cur midst this dynamicing foctor in our struggle. Frightcned by tho

f2ct that we have nevertheleuc defcated its efforts to destroy our

mother body, this regime has now mede mere membership of the ANC 2
trcasonable offence. However, through our rclentless, daring and death-defying
aections, we have compelled the enumy to admit that, as boeforc, the A is
central to tlie solution of the South African probleme We must build

on thic achicvement to cnsure that in this second half of the Decade

of Liberation, the AT cmerges more powcrful than it has cvoer been.

S b
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We furthor charge the ANC und all other patriots to contimie to shift our
posture to the offengive, and, ao we said last year, 1o _cultivate the

cnirit of rebellion and the frame of mind which puts the politics of

A ———————

revolutionary changs to thc fore. The programmes of action that we plan

and carry out should result in the initiative passing furth8r into our

hunds. Our mass democratic and ‘revolutionary movemcnt should emerge ever

more forcefully as tic blternat1ve nower in our country.

Fellow combatants,

Tirough struggle and sacrifice, we have planted the secds of people's war

in our country, that ig, a war wngglyzrg};_tpe poople against the white

ninority regimes One of our central tusks in tho coming period is to

trersform the potential we have created into the reality of pcople's war,

Cuided by that perspective, we must uild up the mass combat forces that

arc training themselves in mess political action for sharper battles

and for the forcible ovcrthrow o; tbu raclnt regime, The mass combat
sleatiae P ‘| Bl Sl

forces of our rovolution are the same political forces that n~®e and have
been engaged in the popular offemsive. Those death—-defying patriots
must row become part of Unkhonto /e Sizwe, tho vital cutting edge

————— e

of our onslaught.

It iu in thic way that we will cnsure that tlio people'’s army deepens

its roots and grows inextricably among the popular masses, It is in this

uny that we will cnsure that it grows in 3ize, in the sprecad and quality

of its operations and in the weight of cvery blow it delivers.

In tho coursc of our mass offensive, we have, from time to time and with
S mae— ——

increasced frequency, crected the situation in various localities such

that the democratic forces challenged the epartheid aumthorities for

control of these arcas, cmerging as the alternative power. With regard

to the pernpcctive of peoplo's war, this mcans that we forged the

——
zonditions for un to tr"msform theco wrcat 1nto mags rovolutlonar}
e bdind i B

Yoses fron which Umidlionto He Siswe must grow as an army of the pecople.

In all the struggles that we waged in the past yoar, regardless of how
pecccful they ucre, the vneisy confronted us with its zrmed might. In

Sebekeng and other arcas, the spartheid regime deployed thousands of

regalar troops in an attompt to crush thu people's resistancce.
i e S S i
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At such moments, compatriots, who among us did not foel the urgent neod
for us to talk to the enemy in the language hc undoratends bost? Who has
not suen that we too must take up arms as did our forcbears, as did
Bambata, Solomon Mahlangu, and; as did Clifford Brown, only last yoar!

All ve arc saying, thorcfore, Fellow Combatants, ic that we have it

vitiin our mecans to increasc our capacity to hit back at the onomy, arms
in hand. No onc but oursclves will accomplish this task. Wo must all take
it 2r a priority tack to Wild up the popular crmed forces, to transform

the armed actions wo have thus far carriod out into a pooplo's war, hy
helping to root Umkhonto Wo Sizwe firmly amongst thc people and actively

drawing the inacces into the prosccution of a pooplot's ware

Furthermore, all the oppressed nced to enula.to the example of thc arcas

whero the dcmocr tlo movement has uncrgcd ags the alternative powor,

e —tan = s

Wherever we are, wWe “mist tronsform our locality into a mass rovolutionary
—
baice In such arcas, we should also use the democratio power we have

ZR—
cccwmulated through struggle, to defernd and advance the intcrests of the
pcople. lie must uco cur organicced mass strength and, by attacking,

consolidate cur victorious omergence as the altcrnative power,
Dcar Conradcs,

Tho cultural workers = artists, writers, mucicians, poots, sportismen
and sportswomen - have the capacity to cnrich the overall coffort of our

people in our quest for ncotional liboration,

e charge ocur cultural workers with the task of using their craft to
givc voicc, not only to thc grievances, btut also to the profoundest
aspirations of tho opprossed and exploited. In our country, a new
gocial and political order is being borne Our artists have to play an
even bigger role as midwives of this glorious futurec. Let the arts be

ong of the _many meons by wiich we cultivate the spirit of rcvolt among
MW

thu broad masscy, cnhanrc the striking power of cur movement and

ingpire the million: of our peoplce to fight for the South Africa

wWC CcnvisSagoe.
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Compatriots,

The contimuing and deepending crisic of the apartheid economy confronts
All of us with the tosk of defcating tho offorts of tho apartheid stato
~ad the bovses to shift the burden of thic cricis onto our shoulders.

Thiu cricis is net of cur making. It is a result of the cxploitative

capitalist syctum as well o3 tho hugo state cxpenditurces to maintain

end strengthen the cnemy crmy and policg and to tinanco the political

and administrative structurcs of the aparthcid scystcm,

iy then must we finance the commission of a crimo ngainst ourselves by
prrring on cverewising Gz noizi_galga‘sz, incroasod food prices, rents,
fores (nd vo onl! Whyr muug—;qugﬁ?;nue to loso our jobs, adding to the
millions alrcady uncmployed, whilc the apartheid rcgime and the cmployers

reeruit skillad workers, especially from Yestern Buropo!

tle should therefore unite in action to demand foed and not funs, jobs

fer the uncmployed, ond the diversion of resources to improve the

lives of the impoverished masscs. The wealth we create with our labour
should not po to enrich o emell clicuc and oil the machinery of
~partheid, while millions suffcer from starvation. In thiu struggle we
expect tiw: organised workers to pley a centrel role, both to fight off
the ntt-ck on cur living strndards and to help tring about the democratic
seelety in vhicl: the weildth of our country will becomo the patrimony

ol the peoplus

Yo sa2lute and poy trimute te the many heroes and heroines of our countiry
who have 1lnid down their lives in our struggle feor liberction. We extend
our grectings to the leaders nnd activists of thc democratic movement who,
deapite arrests, detention, and every form of persecution by thc cnemy,
have stood firm ~nd persisted in the commen struggle to defeat iind

destroy the roecict regimcs Once more, wd pledge to cur leaders
incnrcerited on RoLbun Island, Pollsmour ond other prisohs that we shall
rob rest until the eamee for vhich they have sacrificed emerges triumphante

The very foct of the crrest and detention of UDF ~nd other lcaders, somg

of vhom have heen charged with treeson, emphasisces the continuing

impertonce of the ttruggle for tho immedinte -nd unconditicnal rolcase
\..

¢ ~11 politic~l prisoncrs,
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lle t:ke pride in the feot that the international conscience, cxpressing
ituelf through the Nobel Peace Cormittce, has decided to award the 1984
i'obcl Pecce Prize to o block South African - Bichop Deamond Tutus This is
the second instance within 23 yoars that our people, and Africa, habe
baeen given thiie honour, Bishop Tutu walks in the steps of our belovod
Chief Albert Lathuli,

There it no doubt that thio is a tribute to our selfless dedication and
our resistance to one of tho most crucl and inluman system the world has
ever known, The award does great credit to the role of our religious
conmmunities in the strugele for liberation and should be an inspiration
tn 2ll of them to get tiin horesy of apartheid expunged from the statute
bochs ond from our.lives. It once more emphiasises the importance our
reonle aud the rest of the world attoch to the contribution the
reliy-ious leaders and masses of our country murst contimue to make in

“he stimurele fer justice, peace, and life itszelf,

e mroet ibhe Jdraternal people of Namibia and cupecially welccme among
fignting ranks of our ister movement, SWAPO, the new Secretary-General
of J'APO, Comradce Andimba Herman Toivo ja Toivo and his colleagucs,
whom the apnrtueid regime was forced to release from long terms of
irpricorment, Their relecase ond continued involvement in strugzle will
brins closer the doy ol freedom and indepandence or Mamibiae In this
resgord, we, the people of Southr Africa demand the immediate and
urconditicnal vithdrcwel of South African racist troops from HNamibia

and Angol:..

ey pay tribstte to the IMrontline Stotes and the Kingdom of Lesotho for
their firm znd princinled actions in defending cur right of struggle
and upholding the legitimncy =and duty of Africa and the world to

supnort cur strugglce.

Te recognise the important contribution made by the CAU and various
international orgenisations including the . United Nations and its Agencics,

thie lion-Aligned Lovement, the World Peace Council, the Socialist

Internationnl - to mention but a few. They are lirgely responsitle
for ensuring that apartheid remains at tlhic centre of world attention

sroaorime acainst huamanity,
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Ve conpratudate our Palestinian brothers and cisters for successfully
overcoming attempts to licuidate the Pulestinian struggle. We support
the call by the PLO for an international conference in furtherance

PRSI SXVIR - SIS

of dhe Birugrle for a sovereign Palestinian homeland,

He condemn the contiruing efforts of the U.S. Adninistration to
destabilise and overthrow the popular government of Nicaragua and
express our firm and militant solidarity with the fraternal people of

that heroic country,

We cxpress solidarity with the people of (renada whose right to
sclf-determination was proscly violated and contimues to be circumscribed,

following the nuaked agrression by the U.3, armed forces,

We salute all people enpaged in strugrle for national libheration,
cspecially FEl Salv:dor and East Timor. We pledge solidarity with all
those struggling to defend their sovercignty, including the pceoples
of Southern 4£rica, Sahrawi Arad Demcoratic Republic, the Middle East,
Afghanistan ahd Cyprus. We welcomo the successes of the demccratic
forces particularly in Latin Amcrica, and are confident that the
foothold of the aparﬁgggif%gggggvin the Amcrican sub-continent will

b2 totally climinated,

Cur pcople have come to appreciate and value the consistent solidarity
:nd pgrowing cupport for our strugeln giveft by the socialist countries,

the ordic Statzu and other countries,

Our tics with various governments, political partics and parliamentary
groups in %Westoern Darope and imstralasia have grown stronger and we
look. forward to cver-closer relations and greater co-operation with them

in the strupgle against the apartheid systom.

Yo pay trilute to thoe millions of pcople involved in the ever-cxpending
vork. within the world-wide anti-aparthceid movencnte They constitute a
solid bass of support for our strugzle internationally. 1t is through
“helr dnily, ~nd somctimes unknown, efforts that govarnments and
pcoplez arc kept 2live to, and mobilised in action against, the numcrous
nloys of the South African ricista to white-wash apartheid. In this

sonlext we welcome the momentous campaign undertaken by the people of
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the United States, which involves legislators, judges, bishops, trade
unionists 2nd other cutstonding porsonalitios and governmont officials,
and. which 1o torgeted on pressurising the Roagon Administration to

reverse its support for thu Protoria racist rogima.

e 3alute all these supporter? and unsung herocs working for the cause
¢l world peacc and c¢losor followship within the human race.

e tudie this opportunity once morc to dip our banners in momory of
thit outstanding fricnd of our struggling people and movement, the late
Indira Gandhi, We nre certain that her successor as Prime Minister

of Indiz, Rajiv Gandhi, will contimie in her footsteps further to

externd wmuch appreciated all-round support to our struggle.
Deir Compoiriots,

Rumours .nancting frow the South African mass mcdia have been
circulnting about "talis™ between tlic African lNational Congress and the
Bothie regimes There have baen no such talkse. Your organisation at this
juncture is concerncd to inproeve our capacity to accomplish thoe tasks
we have sot for oursclves in the unfolding ycare. In this respecct we
shzll, a8 you know, be holding a Naotional Consultbative Confercnce this
scor, from which we shall cmerge united ~rd doubly sirengthened to

carry our struszglc foruard,.
Fellew countryren,

The strengrth of riy orgmnisation lics in the celibre of its individual
meabers and units, In order to cdvance in koeping with the momentum of
our otrugrle we muust improve tlic cuality and cxpand the cuantity of our
membercship, e need cadres of unquestionable loyalty, dedication and
undoerstanding of our strugelcee. In order to achicve such a high standard
end spur our nation into o greator onslaught on the cnemy and its

institutions, we deelnre thic year, 1985, the Year of the Cadrel

Let this yoor . us talie big strides in furthor strengthening the
srganiscd underpground structurce of the ANC. Let it sce greater muss
political ~ctions in al) the provinces and districts of our country,

Lot it soe we oxtend ocople's wor Lo ol corners of our land. Lot it
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rco the fastest and furthost possiblc coordinatod advance on all
frents towards tho goal of people's powers Thoro is no going back.

"Porward clways" is our battle—rye. Tho cnomy cannot stop us, Cur
future is in our hiands.,

FOR!.ARD ¥ ITH TICT YEAR OF THE CADRT!
NMOBILILE ALD JARCH FORWARD TO PLOPLE'S POWER!!

MAATLA K& A RONA! POVER TO TIIC PEOPLE! AMANDLA!!!
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SUPPLEMENT

Journsl of the Afrcan National Congress

YEAR OF THE
WOMEN

UNITE (38

FOR PEOPLE'S POWER B

STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL
CONGRESS ON THE OCCASION OF JANUARY 8, 1984, DELIVERED BY THE PRESIDENT, O.R.

TAMBO
Dear Compatriots
Brothers and Sisters in the Struggle

Comrades,
Today, the 8th of January, your organisation, the African National Congress is 72 years old. In keeping with established

practice, we ask you to share with us today some thoughts on the tasks that confront us during 1984. Allow me to begin
by extending to you all, the wishes of the National Executive Committee and the general leadership of the ANC for great
successes in the New Year.

This time last year, when we marked the 71st Anniversary of the founding of our Organisation, we pointed out that
our long struggle had come to a point where the revolutionary ferment had reached unprecedented heights and had plunged
the ruling racist clique into deeper and deeper levels of crisis. We went on to state that within the confines of the apartheid
system there was no way out of this crisis situation. Apartheid cannot be reformed. The only real solution lies in the
victory of the revolutionary forces, the dismantling of the apartheid machinery and the transfer of political and economic
power to the democratic majority.

Events of the past year have fully borne out the correctness of this assessment. The momentous struggles of the past
year have taken us further upon the road to our cherished goal and have driven the racist rulers into further acts of desperation.
For us, the future is brightening daily whilst for the Pretoria racist clique, the future is getting darker each passing day.

We commend you on the sacrifices and dedication by which, during 1983, you took our country significantly forward
towards liberation. The past vear can have left our enemies in no doubt that we have the determination to struggle, the
ability to organise for victory and the will to take power into our hands. The only question that confronts us all, singly
and collectively, is how we should respond to the Order of the Day: “Mobilise and march forward to people’s power!”

Our revolutionary struggle rests on four pillars. These are first, the all-round vanguard activity of the underground
structures of the ANC, second, the united mass action of the peoples, third, our armed offensive spearheaded by Umkhonto
We Sizwe and fourth, the international drive to isolate the apartheid regime and win world-wide moral, political and
material support for the struggle.

PR

Dear Comrades and Friends,

Over the last few years, the guardians of reaction in our country have devised a programme of action centred on the
twin notions of so-called national security and total strategy. This programme is based on the recognition that the apar-
theid system is immersed in a deep and permanent general crisis. The ruling group in Pretoria has therefore been addressing
itself to the question of hnw to manage this crisis to ensure that it does not get out of hand.

The Bantustan Scherme, the militarisation of society; the offensive against the ANC; the new apartheid constitution and
other recent pieces of legislation notably those covering industrial relations, the so-called community councils, the press
and the economy, all are elements in this programme of crisis management. Coupled with the criminal war against the
Namibian and Angolan people and increased aggression against the rest of Southern Africa, these measures point to the
desperation of the regime as it battles for its survival,

The racists have decided, under mounting pressure from the revolutionary masses and the international community, to
dnker with the Apartheid System, but in such a wav as to further entrench racism and consolidate this i!leg‘itimate. and
criminal system. Despite all these manouvres, Apartheid has no future.

In other words, the fascists recognise that they can no longer rule in the old way. We recall how, at the height of the
SOWETO uprising, J.B. Vorster made bold to declare: “there is no crisis” — no ecrisis for minority r;ﬂe. But a few years
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later P.W, Botha calivu . e whites to adapt to reality or perish with Apartheid.

This was 4 public admission that there is a crisis. threatening the destruction of the apartheid system. [t is an imperative
task of the revolutionary and democratic forces of our country to compound and further deepen this crisis by
ever intensifying the struggle for national and social emancipation.

ompatriots.
c Tge black people of our country have chalienged the legitimacy of the South African racist State from its_formation.in
1910 and throughout the ensuing decades. As we fight the apartheid system today, we should al! speak with one voice
in declaring that the present regime. like all others before it. has no legitimate authority to rule our country. Indeed, its
central purpose is to perpetuate the illegal rule of the white usurpers of power in our country. '

Al revolutions are about state power. Ours is no exception. The slogan, ‘‘Power to the People’, means one thing and
one thing only [t means we seck to destroy the power of apartheid tvranny and replace it with popular power — with a
government whose authonty derives from the will of all our people. both black and white.

The issue we have to settle together is what steps to take to attain that ultimate goal. what intermediate objectives we
should set oumelves = bui'ding on what we have achieved. and in preparation [or the next stage in our forward march to
victors . The answer to these yuestions relates directly to what we have already referred to as the illegality of the apartheid
state.

We must begin to use our accumulated strength to destroy the organs of government of the apartheid regime. We have to
undermine and weaken its control over us, exactly by frustrating its attempts to control us. We should direct our collctive
might to rendering the enem s instruments of authority unworkabte. To march forward must mean that we advance
against the regime’s organs of state-power, creating conditions in which the country becomes increasingly ungovernable.

Conirades, countrymen ains. foends:

You are aware thar the apartheid regime maintains an extensive administrative system through which it directs our
tives  [his svstem includes organs of central and provincial government, the army and the poiice, the judiciary. the
Bantustans adminstrations, the community councils. the local management and local affairs committees. It is these
mistitutions of apartherd power that we must attack and demolish, as part of the struggie to put an end to racist minority

rule in our countrs  \eedless to say asws_t;ategists‘ we must select tor attack those parts of the enemy administrative
svstem which we have the power to destroy as a result of our united and determined offensive  We must hit the enemy
vhiere 1t ts wegkest, T

‘The goai we are setting ourselves todayv is dictated by the logic of our revolution. Its realisation is made possible by
the fact that i our millions. we have already laid the basis for its accomplishment. Thus, through our efforts, the so-called
Cutoured Persons Representative Council ceased to exist: as a result of extensive mobilisation, the puppet South African
indian Council was brought in by a laughably insignificant minority: the entire Bantustan svstem faces overwhelming
_ejection and continous resistance:; and similarly, towards the end of 1983, we united in a massive rejection ot the local
management committees and community councils.

{n certain areas and ot different times, we have gone bevond rejection of this oppressive svstem of government, beyond
a chalienge to its legitimacy. In 1960, our people in Pondoland destroved the regime’s administration. and set up their
owip_administration aud people’s courts. Likewise in 1976, we caused the_gollapse of the Urban Bantu Councils. In the
recent past. in Sobantu Village in Pietermaritzburg, we destroved the newly ipstalied community council frustrated the
Dlans of the Drakenshery Administration Board. -

{lur determined resistance at Crossroads and at KTC in the Western Cipe has made it impossible tor Koornhof to carry
ouf his schemes He has been unable to govern at will. In Mdatsane our heroic struggle tas shaken the puppet Sebe
Adminisiration to 1ts core Commenting on this situation, one South AFrican political observer stated ‘‘the stakes are
high because the Issues have moved bevond those of a (bus) fare increase. The bovcott has become a conflict of will
between the Cisker {puppet administration) and its many opponents in Mdatsane, the second largest black township in
South Africa.”

In the course of our struggle against rent increases and other facets of apartheid, such as the proposed incorporation
ot some townships into the KwaZulu bantustan, we have gone further to destrov part of the administrative infrastructure
ol the Pretoria regime.

From these examples_ it is clear that we have the ability to raise the struggle to greater heights. Having rejected the com-
munity councils by boyceotting the elections. we should not allow them to be imposed on us. We do not want them. We

must ensure that they cease to exist. Where administration boards take over their functions, then these must be destroved
B o e e SN s
too

[n the Ciskei. as with the other socalled independent Bantustans, we must take tae battle further In the conflict of
will between ourselves and the murderous Sebe administration, our will must prevail. And it will, if we transform what
began in Mdatsane as resistance to bus-fare increases into a nationwide offensive against the Pretoria regime’s Bantustan
svstem, In Mdatsane the people have said — “Sebe must go' Power to the People!” That call should spread throughout
the Cisker to galvanise the people into united action for the destruction of the instrument of oppression — the Ciskei
Rantustan.

The intolerable hardships and sutrevings: the persecutions, detentions and murders of patriots and emocrats in other
Bantustans call for the establishment of fighting organisations to organise and lead the struggle for the destruction of these
racist institutions of oppression’,

This year. Botha and Malan will be busy implementing the provisions of their apartheid constitution. In this regard, our
democratic movement must mobilise to ensure that the so<alled Coloured and Indian sections of the black population to
refuse to be recruited to play the role of partners in apartheid tyranny. White South Africa alone should man the apartheid
consititutional posts which it alone has created, for its exclusive benetit. Those who to serve in these apartheid institutions
must expect to face the wrath of the peaple.

We must go further to say that our white compatriots, with even a modicum of anti-apartheid feeling, have to abandon

the delusion that they can use Botha's constitutional institutions to bring about any changes. The forces struggling fora
new order in our countrv are outside of these structures. It is within the ranks of these extra parliamentary forces that the
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anti-apartheid whites can make a significant contribution to democralic change in our country. Now is the time to choose.
It is essential thal we continue to shift our posture from defensive to the offensive. 1ne enemy has failed to destroy us
and never will. But invincibility is not enough. It is in the attack that we shall find victory. Nor should we wait for the
enemy to take initiative and then react to its plans and schemes. We have a purpose, a goal, an objective, a historic mission
to accomplish for our country and for humanity. Our historic duty is to pursue it with relentless determination and

persistence, whatever the enemy does or omits to do.
We must apply ourselves with more vigour in our efforts to organise the unorganised, to consolidate, defend and expand

2xisting people’s organisations and engage the racist enemy in united action on all fronts. It is absolutely necessary to raise
the standard of our organisational and educational work as well as psychological preparedness, to the level of the major
and complex tasks facing our revolution today.

é_t'thls juncture allow me to single out the creation of the U.D.F. as a historic achievernent in our people’s efforts to
unite in the broadest possible front for the struggle against the inhuman aparthexd system. The formation of the United
Democratic Front was a product of our people’s determination to be their own liberators.

The growth of the democratice trade union movement and its power to wrest recognition from both the regime ana e
employers, together with the determined efforts to form one national trade federation, constitute one of the most significant
advances of our struggle in recent years.

Everywhere in the country, our people and vouth have courageously confronted the regime in numerous encounters,
WWLforced removals or in military actions — among them, the attack on the Air Force Head-
guarters at Pretoria by Umkhonto We Sizwe.

This is the spirit that must guide and inspire the leaders, organisers and activists of our democratice movement. We are
talking of a spirit of rebellion and a frame of mind which puts to the fore the politics of revolutionary change.

A special responsibility rests on the shoulders of the ANC and the most advanced members of our broad democratic
movement to agt as revolutionries — as such, to wage revolutionary struggle, and. hasing themselves on_the consgious
and organised involvement of the masses of the people, to bmld a strong and disciplined revglutionan..mevement. In this
context. the Turther mohiljsation and organisation of the masses of our country rv assumes.special importarce.

Quite clearly, we_have made great strides in these areas of work. This is evident in the strength of the UDF and the
pace at which it continues to grow. It is evident also [tom the struggles we have conducted. in some greas for months on
end. We can see it in_the organisational growth of the trade union movement. There have been commendable advances i in
the de\elopment of the \outh and students’ as well as civic and women’'s movements.

We have built an organised mass democratic movement sufficiently strong to give us the possibility to tackle other
uncompleted orgamsatxonal tasks.

e i

organisation of the rural masses, msxde and outside the Bantustans the organisation of the women- folk of our country
and the religious community into struggle.

Let us now take a brief look a* each of these areas of work.

Millions of workers in our country, including the unemploved and those engaged in the agricultural sector, remain
unorganised. We have to make determined efforts to reach these unorganised workers, bearing in mind that it is the historic
responsibility of the working class to take the lead in our struggle for people’s power. T
“The task of forming one federation to unite the democratic trade union movement has not vet Leen accomplished.
We should pursue this goal with even more determination and speed because, apart from anyvthing else, a united democratic
workers’ movement would give us greater possibilities to advance our struggle.

We do not believe, dear comrades, that there are insurmountable or even very serious obstacles on the way to the creation
of such a federation. We do not agree with the school of thought which creates artificial barriers between the fights for
trade union rights and the national liberation struggle under the racist conditions obtaining in South Africa. In our situation.
the victory of the trade union struggle is unattainable except as an integral part of the victory of the political. ideological
and military struggle. The struggle of the working class is, therefore, and must be, an integral part of the national liberation
struggle.

The organisation and mobilisation of the rural population is clearly lagging behind those of our people in the
towns and cities. And yet it is in these rural areas that the apartheid systemn has its most disastrous impact on our people.
We have the organisational capacity to begin to tackle the rural areas seriously and continously.

Inthe Freedom Charter we say that “the land shall be shared among those who work it”. As you will know, the situation
today is that our peuple in the Bantustans have been reducec to landless and jobless outcasts. Many are condemned to a
slow and painful death in the so<alled resettlement camps. On the commercial farms, the most merciless brutalisation of
our people, especially women and children, takes place, every dav and every hour of the day at the hands of the landowners.

One of the fundamental elements for the solution of the problems facing our people in the countryside is the resolution
of the land question in favour of the tillers. Qur immediate task, th re is obilise the rural around the
question of land_It is only when the countryside is organised that the rural masses will be able to respond resolutelv to

the call: **Seize the land!™
V/

Brothers and Sisters;
Fellow-countrymen,

In the past period we have seen the increased involvement of the religious community in our struggle for liberation.
In this context, you are aware that at the National Conference of the South African Council of Churches last vear. a
proposal was made to convene a conference in 1986 to decide on the issue of the contribution of the Christian church
to change in our country. It was then said: “When peace is broken or threatened by injustice, the Christian has a
responsibility to work for peace, to work for righteousness, by striving to rectify what is unrighteous, unjust”’.

Those words constitute a serious challenge not only to christians, but also to people of other faiths in our country.
While the evil and unjust apartheid system exists in our country, we cannot have peace, nor can the peopie of Southem
Africa.
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The fraternal peoples of Namibia and Angola, especially, have for vears now known no peace because of Pretoria’s
brutal colonisation and occupation of their countries. Daily, our Namibian and Angolan brothers and sisters suffer death
and destruction from the regime’s bombs, bullets and bayonets.

This war of aggression is being conducted by a regime from our ow:: countrv. We have a responsibility to oursehis
and the children and people of Namibia and Angola. to raise our voices \n condemnation of the aggression. We urge upou
the people of South Africa to demand and fight for the immediate withdrawal of ail South African troops. mercenaries,
Pretoria-backed bandits and special assassination groups from Angola, Namibia and other affected countries of Southern
Africa. In this context, let the oppressed and democrats of our country assume their historic responsibility. recogniting

that the struggle in South Africa is the hope of the sub<continent.
We are entitled to except that people of all faiths in our country, including the Christian, the Jew, the Hindu and the

Moslem, will in fact act, and act now, in defence of justice, peace and life, against a system that is totally evil and inhuman.

It will be our special task this year to organise and mobilise our womenfolk into a powerful. united and active force for
revolutionary change. This task falls on men and women alike — ail of us together as comrades in struggle We wish to stress
the need, at the present hour, for the emergency on the political scene of a women’s movement that is politicaliv and
organisationally united. Qur struggle needs and demands this potentially mighty force.

Our struggle would be less than powerful and our national and social emancipation could never be complete if we
continue to treat the women of our country as dependent minors and objects of one form of exploitation or another.
Certainly, no longer should it be that a woman’s place is in the kitchen. In our beleagured country, the woman'’s place

is in the battlefront of struggle.
We have come a long way from the iime, as in the 50°s when we fought barehanded ~ disarmed and unarmed -- against

the military might and the trigger-happy army and police force of the apartheid regime. No black hand was allowed to
touch a fire-arm or possess any instrument more lethal than a pen-knife.

To day, the racist regime’s army and police generals who occupy a central position in Pretoria’s state machinery, through
the State Security Council, are making frantic efforts to recruit and arm the “Kaffirs. Coolies and Hotnots™ of the 50's. to
serve as cannon fodder in the defence of a system that has fallen foul of the times, a system that has enslaved and debased
us these past 70 years.

It is not that the military might of the regime hzs declined. It is rather the people determined to be free, have taken up
arms and, through their own army Umkhonto We Sizwe, have moved on to the offensive.

Today armed struggle is a vital indispensable component of the struggle for national and social liberation in South
Africa. Where the apartheid regime rehies for survival on its fascist army and police, on black mercenaries, and on puppet
armies and murderous puppet administrations who slaughter men as readily as thev butcher children. the democratic
majority in our country supports the People’s Army — Umkhonto We Sizwe, whose rising sophisticated will vet compound
the survival problems of the apartheid svstem.

Rut the chailenge confronting Umkhonto We Sizwe, in the face of current developments in Southern Africa, has never
been greater. Therefore, in commending its units and commanders on the sustained offensive of the past year, we charge
themn, and call upon our people, to carry the struggle to new heights, and sue for victory tomorrow rather than the day
after tomorrow.

To this end, Umkhonto We Sizwe must deepen its roots and grow inextricably among the popular masses: among us
— the workers, m_wsum. the women: we, the unemployed, the landless. the homeless. and the starving
millions.

Umkhonto We Sizwe must grow in size, in the spread and quality of its operations and in the weight of every Blow
delivered. The armed struggle must grow. We shall achieve viclorv through a combination of mass political acuion _and
orpanised revolutionary violence, —

" We address a special message to the white vouth. Your future is in issue. The apartheid regime has no future Like Adolf
H:tler and his war machine, after spreading death and destruction everywhere, the regime will be defeated and destroyed
vervywhere,

The future belongs to the majority of the people of South Africa, black and white, who. in struggle, are today laving
the foundations of a united, non-racial democratic South Africa in what will then, but only then, become a peaceful and
rapidly advancing region of Africa.

Your proper place 1s among these builders of a new order in our country. Join them. Refuse to join an army whose sole
function is to murder, murder, murder African people everywhere.

It goes without saying that Black youth — African, Indian and so-called Coloured — must under no circumstances serve
in Pretoria’s army of violent repression and criminal aggression. The democram movement should immediately take up
this issue with our youth | throughout the country. h

Our democratice movement, our movement for national liberation, is part of a multi-million strong world alliance of
forces which fights for national independence, democracy, social progress and peace. On the other hand. the apartheid
regime belongs firmly within the camp of imperialist reaction, and is active within this camp to further counter-revolutionary
goals.

We therefore have an international obligation to be active in the struggle to defeat the counter-offensive that the
imperialists, led by the Reagan Administration of the United States, have launched. We too must hae brought against the
war-mongers within NATO who have brought humanity closer to a nuclear holocaust by sabotaging all efforts at achieving
nuclear disarmaments and who have, instead, unleashed a new arms race and heightened international tension and 1nsecurity .
We too must struggle together with the world peace forces. especially because the Pretoria regime itsell possesses nuclear
weapons and maintains secret military refations with the most belligerent circles on the world scene.

We too must speak out, and have spoken out, against the attempts of the United States to impose its will ou the peoples
of the world. This policy has already resulted in the criminal invasion of Grenada, the undeclared war against Nicargua and
the direct intervention of the United States in El Salvador. in support of a gang of murdercrs. It has led to a reign of
terror against the people of Palestine and their organisation, the PLO, as well as the people «f Lebanon. It has helped
Morocco to ignore the resolutions of the OAU and to maintain its colonial hold over the peopic . I Western Sahara This
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policy has further delayed the independence of Namibia and emboldened the Pretoria regime itself to seek to impose
its will on the peoples of Southern Africa by force of arms.

In this regard, through a policy of military terror and economic strangulation, the racists seek to compel the independent
states of our region to surrender their independence and, as an important part of that surrender, to help evict the ANC
from the whole of Southern Africa. Never was there a clearar illustration of the relationship between the struggle to
liberate our country and the struggle to defend the independence and sovereignty of the countries of Southern Africa.
The peoples of our region share one common destiny. Certainly, that can never be a destiny of subservience to the criminal
regime of Pretoria.

As the Maputo Frontline States Summit of March 1982 agreed, the only way forward for the peoples of our region is
to support the ANC and SWAPO in our common struggle against the Pretoria regime and to repulse the offensive of this
regime against independent Africa.

For some time now, especially since the Maseru massacre, spokesman of the South African regime have repeatedly
boasted of the intimate nature of their collaboration, and the happy relations they have, with the Government of the
Kingdom of Swaziland. The people of Swaziland, like most in the rest of Africa, will have resented that claim, especially
if, as we suspect. Pretoria has in mind collaboration in the fruitless attempt to liquidate the ANC by assassinating and
harassing its members and supporters in Swaziland.

The trouble about any alliance with apartheid is that the liberation struggle is growing and destined to grow and advancce,
no matter which or how members and leaders of the liberation movement are murdered or arrested in the doubtful interests
of either minority domination or good neighbourliness.

Of course the Botha regime is frantic about the emergence of the ANC as the alternative power on the South African
political scene. The regime is frantic also because of its inability to block the powerful and evidently dangerous thrust of
the ANC and people towards the goal of liberation. The regime is therefore blackmailing African States into an ulliance
targetted on the destruction of the ANC.

“But the ANC has grown among the people of Southern Atrica in the past 70 years. It has always embraced and always
will embrace them as allies and comrades-in-arms. It is a child of Africa’s determination to achieve and enjoy human
dignity, freedom and national independence; it will never betray that parentage. It is an integral part of the revolutio.n'ary
process; it will stay in the revolution until final victory. The ANC is at once the life, the national awareness and t}'xe pohtxcz.il
experience of popular masses of South Africa. As the people cannot be liquidated, neither can the ANC. We take this
opportunity to give a stern warning to some of our people against the dangerous temptation to work as enemy agents for
the liquidation of the people’s struggle.

The indestructihility of the ANC should dowever not indnce

complacency on our part.  In order for the ANC to effectively pursue and accomplish iis historic mission, we must be
unceasing in our efforts to strengthen and expand its underground structures, ensuring its active presence everywhere in
our country. 4

We hereby extend our unequivocal support to the independent states of Southern Africa, including Seychelles, in the
common struggle to defeat the aggressive policies of the Botha regime. The training, arming and deployment of counter-
revolutionary bandits into Mozambique, Lesotho and Zimbabwe forms part of this aggression. We are greatly inspired by
the heroic struggle of the people of Angola to expel the occupyving South African forces from their country and to wipe
out the puppet UNITA bandits. We salute the internationalist Cuban forces which have contributed so decisively to
frustra e the schemes of the Pretoria regime and its ally, the Reagan Administration.

We extend our greetings to our comrades in arms of SWAPOQ, the Peoples Liberation Army of Namibia and the Namibian
people as a whole and pledge to fight side by side with them until our continent is rid of ail vestiges of coionial and white
minority domination.

As we enter this New Year — we hail the firm and positive role played by the frontline countries and the forward
country of Lesotho. despite Pretoria’s destabilisation efforts and naked aggression against them. The dream of the total
liberation of Africaisin sight.

We salute the resilience of the OAU in the face of concerted imperialist manoeuvres and call upon both the QAU and
the non-aligned countries to increase their material and moral support for our struggle as well as that of SWAPO and the
frontline countries.

The Socialist countries remain a solid pillar of support to our national liberation struggle. We are assured of their
continued international solidarity till the triumph or our revolutionary struggle.

In the past year we have succeeded in widening and deepening our support in the western countries. We are particularly
cognisant of the consistent support we receive from Sweden and other Nordic countries, from Holland, [taly and Austria
to mention a few. We are happy to report the establishement of a new office in Australia, at  supportive invitation of
the Government and people of that friendly country.

Qur eftorts win international support have been significantly sustained by a wide spectrum of anti-apartheid solidarity
and mass organisations in almost all the western countries as well as the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America.
With respect to the latter continent, the bestowal of the Simon Boliva International Award to our people’s hero, Nelson
Mandela, served the great purpose of laying a firm foundation for the future development of our relations with the people
of Panama, Venezuela, Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador and other South and Central American countries.

We pay tribute to the progressive forces in the USA for their valiant efforts to achieve wide-scale U.S. disinvestment in
South Africa. Onthem rests the heavy responsibility to defeat the Reagan Administration’s racist ‘“‘constructive engagement”
policy with Pretoria, and curb and confine the aggressive character of American imperialism.

We salute the heroic struggle of the Palestinian people, fighting for their birthright under the tried and tested leadership
of the P.L.0O.. and commend those Arab countries who are making a positive contribution towards the achievement of
geruine and lasting p2ace in the Middle East.

CONCLUDED ON PAGE SIX
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Dear Compatriots,

On this historic 72an Anniversary of the ANC, we pay undying tribute to the many patriots who have fallen in action
since January 8 last year. Among these we remember, with great affection, especially Comrades Dora Tamana,.Yusuf Mota
Dadoo, Rev. James Calata — great stalwarts whose contribution to our movement shall be remembered by all future
generations. We dip our revolutionary banner in tribute to the heroic combatants of Umkhonto We Sizwe, including
Comrades Jerry Mosololi, Simon Mogoerane, and Thabo Motaung. We pay homage to the martyrs of our people like Saul
\Mkhize and Msizi Dube — all of whom were murdered in cold blood by the Pretoria regime.

We salute all our jeaders and activists incarcerated in Pretoria’s dungeons, and greet all those who are banned and banished.
We greet all our working people in the mines and factories, in the fields and highways, in offices, churches, schools, and
hospitals and in various other socio-cultural services.

We greet parents, mothers and fathers who manage to raise families against tremendous odds in the face of the genocidal
apartheid policies. The loss of life resulting from the operation of this system is staggering. The progress and victory of
our struggle will redeem the situation. In the meantime, as a people, we need to address the problem of lack of respect for
human life which is manifest in the growing number of deaths from unnatural causes in the ghettoes of our country.

We have just brought to its close a year that we observed as one of United Action. During this year, we built up the
unity of our democratic forces as never before. We must defend and consolidate these gains. We must build on them as
we move to the next stage of our struggle. The black and white — must continue to engage in an ever-broader and united
assualt on the racist regime and its policies.

One of the principal tasks we have to accomplish this year is, as | have said, the organisation and mobilisation of our
womenfolk into struggle. For this reason, in the name of the National Executive Committee of the African National
Congress | declare 1984 THE YEAR OF THE WOMEN, and charge the entire democratic and patriotic forces of our
country with the task of joining in the effort to mobilise our women to unite in struggle for people’s power!

To all true patriots of our country, we extend best wishes for success in our common struggle during this, THE YEAR
OF THE WOMEN!

KE A

RONA! L3¢ 4 i PEOPLE!
MGBILISE ARD MARCH FORWARD
TO PECPLE’S POWER!
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