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allies in struggle, together wiun other
patriotic and revolutionary forces drawn
from all social classes and strata, drawn
from all population groups of our people,
organised and carried out successful
political confrontations and economic
strikes throughout the country. Important
battles took place around such questions
as wages, rents, removals, sporting and
cultural boycotts, ceding of Ingwavuma
and KaNgwane and the assassination of
patriots like Dr. Neil Aggett.

Our underground organised forces are
striking deeper into and multiplying
among the masses who are the bedrock of
our revolution, Gestapo repression and
persecution had failed to break the will of
the masses or to deter them from the
pursuit of the revolutionary cause.
Instead, they have further provoked the
wrath of the people and increased their
determination and drive to win freedom.

Combined with these mass political
actions, has been the succession of stunn-
ing blows by the people’s army, Umkho-
nto We Sizwe (the Spear of the Nation)
against the enemy throughout the
country, in such far-flung places as Cape
Town, East London, Paulpietersburg,
Mkhuze, Komatipoort, Pretoria, Johan-
nesburg and Koeberg, to cite but a few.
We take this opportunity once more to
salute the commanders and combatants
of Umkhonto We Sizwe and to express
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our confidence that they, the army of the
people of South Africa, will discharge
their mission with the same dedication
and discipline that they have so far
displayed. As our struggle unfolds and
reaches higher levels of intensity, our
armed offensive will occupy a corres-
pondingly more important role in our
overall strategy to seize power from the
racist tyrants.

Last year, we stated that our Move-
ment is not only an opponent of the
apartheid regime, but has actually
emerged as an alternative power which
has won over the conscious and active
support of the majority of our people.
The validity of this assessment has been
fully vindicated by events. Bent on
entrenching racial domination and reap-
ing super-profits from sweated black
labour, the racist rulers continue
misreading the lessons of the historical
development of mankind. For that reason
they are determined to plunge our society
jnto the worst of human catastrophes.

In sharp contrast to the enemy's
strategy of racial and ethnic segmenta-
tion, the ANC and its allies continue to
uphold and fight for the ideal of a unitary,
non-racial and democratic society for all
our people, black and white. Our policy
document, the Freedom Charter, adopted
in 1955, has not only stoed the test of
time, but is winhing the hearts and minds

)
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of ing numbers of our people —
includjng honest patriots and democrats
in the white community as well. For this
reason, the Botha-Malan regime has
launched a counter-offensive to blot out
the ANC politically, liquidate its leaders,
exterminate its activists and supporters,
and if possible, destroy the very spirit for
freedom, and to inflict the greatest
possible damage on our broad movement
for national liberation.

To achieve this goal, the Pretoria
rulers, their army and security forces,
collaborators from among the black
people and mercenary agents recruited
from all over the globe, are working out
and actually implementing this plan, at
home and abroad.

At the centre of this counter-offensive,
typical of all colonising and oppressor
classes, there lies the dirty political and
ideological propaganda to discredit our
strategy and policies inside and outside
the country, using the state propaganda
machinery.

Of course, accompanying all this
ideological offensive, arrests, detentions,
physical and mental torture of anti-
apartheid activists and democrats, as
well as their murder, continue unabated.
Some of the most recent cases of patriots
being killed by the fascist police in deten-
tion are those of Moabi Dipale, Neil
Aggett and others.

Also prominent in this enemy strategy
is the use of the weapon of assassina-
tion. Some of the victims include our dear
comrade Joe Gqabi in Harare, Griffiths
Mxenge in Durban, Petrus and Jabu
Nyaose in Swaziland, and Ruth First in
Mozambique.

The countries of South Africa are
embroiled, at the present time, in an
undeclared war launched by the Pretoria
regime. Whether it be in Mozambique
and Angola, Lesotho or Zimbabwe,
Botswana, or Zambia, Seychelles,
Mauritius or Madagascar, the apartheid
monster is involved in a deliberate
campaign of aggression and destabilisa-
tion.

During these campaigns of murder and
pillage, our people have been slaughter-
ed in cold blood and have even had their
bodies desecrated.

The enemy has stated the purposes
of this aggression quite clearly, when it
has repeatedly proclaimed its intention to
act against these countries so long as
they allow ANC to be present within their
territories,  Clearly, therefore, the
peoples of Southern Africa are having to
pay the supreme sacrifice, as they have
done and are doing in Angola, Lesotho,
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and elsewhere
in the region, because they are refusing
to bow down to the demands of the enemy
to have the ANC and SWAPO of Namibia

7
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establish or strengthen the popular
organisations among the rural masses
who are suffering in a manner and on a
scale that is indescribable.

Whether as landless peasants, un-
employed or agricultural workers, or as
deportees who have been dumped in the
so-called resettlement areas or as victims
of the criminal Bantustan system, our
people in the countryside are living in a
veritable hell. To them, as to the rest of
us, the issue of liberation has become a
matter of life and death.

These masses need also to be organis-
ed and mobilised into action where they
are and wherever they are. They must be
mobilised to confront the oppressor and
the exploiter now. Hence the need for
mass democratic organisations that will
lead them.

Similarly, all patriots and revolu-
naries must work tirelessly to strengthen
and expand the mass democratic organi-
sations among the youth and students,
among the women, among the cultural
and sports workers, the religious com-
munity and at the civic level.

While the task of building the mass
democratic movement must fall on the
shoulders of the patriotic forces of our
country and in their entirety, a special
responsibility for the accomplishment of
this task rests with the membership of
the African National Congress.
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On this day, we salute you, dear
comrades, and express our profound
admiration for the manner in which you
have contributed to raise the struggle to
the level at which it is today. Yet that very
achievement imposes on the ANC new,
more complex and urgent tasks.

The people expect us to lead them to
victory. They expect us to answer the
question, together with them, in struggle
and in action — the question:

What is to be done?

We must, therefore, pose the question to
ourselves. Are we organised enough,
strong enough, disciplined and dedicated
enough to meet our obligations to the
people? Let all of us, on this day, the 71st
anniversary of our organisation, seek to
answer those questions frankly and
honestly in order to correct all previous
mistakes and to learn from our ex-
perience with a view to building the ANC
itself inside the country into a more
formidably organised force than it is
today.

The African National Congress is a
movement of patriots. It leads the masses
in struggle for the destruction of the
fascist regime, the transfer of power to
the people and the realisation of the
abjectives contained in the Freedom
Charter. 1It; upholds a strategy which
combines revolutionary mass political

13
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action with revolutionary armed struggle.

As members of the ANC we must,
together with the people, in fact, help to
solve all problems that serve to slow
down the progress of the struggle, pro-
vide a clear perspective of where we go
from here and translate that perspective
into a practical programme of action.

This year, we shall be observing the
20th anniversary of the Rivonia arrests.
By decision of the United Nations General
Assembly, the international community
will observe this anniversary by further
intensifying the campaign for the
immediate and unconditional release of
all South Afrian political prisoners. We,
the people of South Africa, must be in the
forefront of this campaign — in our
millions.

But we must also observe this annive-
sary by seeking to emulate the example
set for us by these outstanding revolu-
tionary patriots who have remained in
captivity for two long decades. To
emulate them means that for every
Mandela, Sisulu, Mbeki, Kathrada,
Goldberg; for every Motsoaledi, Gwala,
Nyembe or Hogan that the enemy has
captured, we must produce a thousand
others to take their places.

We have a duty to make our own
sacrifices in the struggle to which they
dedicated their lives. We must follow in
their footsteps, learning from their ex-
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periences, insipired by their courage and
fired with the same love for the
people and the same dedication to the
cause of freedom which have made theirs
to be household names not only in South
Africa but throughout the world.

The enemy relies decisively on the use
of force to entrench himself in power.
We have to meet his murderous
onslaught by intensifying the armed
struggle. Our task, therefore, is to further
strengthen the combat capacity of
Umkhonto We Sizwe within South Africa
for the immediate purpose of escalating
our offensive. The masses of our people
must become and be part of this great
revolutionary army, Umkhonto We Sizwe.

We would like to take this opportunity
to pay special tribute to those comba-
tants, those members of our people's
army who have fallen heroically in battle.
Our revolutionary masses, least of all the
ANC, will never let it be said of them
that they fell in vain.

Even as we speak here, there are six (6)
young militants, members of Umkhonto
We Sizwe, who are sitting under the
shadow of the gallows in Pretoria’s death
cells. These prisoners of war are the
responsibility of the international com-
munity and, especially, of our own
people. The lives of comrades Shabangu,
Moise, Tsotsobe, Motaung, Mosolodi and
Mogoerane must be saved.

16
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Among the key elements in the
enemy'’s strategy of survival and the en-
trenchment of ‘the apartheid sytsem are
the proposals put forward by the so-called
President’s Council. Central to this plan
is the co-option of the so-called Coloured
and Indian communities of our population
as tools to be used for the perpetuation
of white - minority domination. It has
dawned on the white minority that alone,
unaided, it is unable to prolong the
lifespan of apartheid.

The recent decision of the South Afri-
can Labour Party to support and partici-
pate in the implementation of the Presi-
dent's  Council’s  schemes  must,
therefore, be condemned without reser-
vation. The African National Congress
calls upon all our people in the so-called
Coloured community to reject this deci-
sion and rebuff all attempts to draw them
into the camp of the oppressor; to set
them against the majority of the people of
South Africa, to set them against the
peoples of Southern Africa and the entire
continent, to set them against the inter-
national, progressive community. The
campaign for the rejection and defeat of
the enemy’s counter-revolutionary con-
stitutional plans is the task of all patriotic
South Africans: Africans, Indians and
democratic whites — in addition to our
people in the Coloured community.

16

There can be no solution to the South
African problem without the transfer of
power into the hands of the majority.

During this year, the Botha regime will
seek to enact and implement its so-called
Orderly Movement and Settlement of
Black Persons Bill. This Bill is intended to
legalisc genocide on a new and unprece-
dented scale. It aims to enslave the Afri-
can workers as never before and will
result in the deportation of millions of our
people into the Bantustans in pursuit of
the obnoxious plan of turning South
Africa white. We must launch the most
concerted campaign to defeat this Nazi
Bill with its intentions. It must be resisted
with every possible means on a national
scale.

Despite its restoration of the control of
the KaNgwane and Ingwavuma areas
to the respective Bantustan administra-
tions, the Botha regime has clearly not
abandoned its plans of dcpriving more
than a million of our people of their
birthright as South African citizens. It has
not abandoned its plan in regard to Kosi
Bay which would serve its military stra-
tegic objectives. The appointment of the
Rumpff Commission confirms this fact.
The regime is looking for new ways and
means of realising these intentions. We
call on all the pecople to oppose any
attempt to barter away even a single

17
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guatd organisations: Polisario Front,
PLO, Farabundo Marti National Libera-
tion Front and Fretilin.

We greet the Non-Aligned Movement,
especially the participants in the forth-
coming New Dclhi Summit.

We salute the fighters for peace
throughout the world, and pledge that we
will do all in our power to remove the
violator of international peace and
sceurity in our midst — the apartheid
regime.

We  greet our friends and allies
throughout the world and call on them to
persist together with us, on the side of
the forces of national and social libera-
tion, peace and stability in Southern
Africa.

We are most deeply appreciative of
the political support and substantial
material assistance they have given us
during the past year and which we know
they will continue to give in greater
measure.

Fellow South Africans, the apartheid
regime is preparing for the crisis ahead.
That is why it is bringing its armed
forces into decisive positions of authority
within the apartheid power structure.
That is why it is carrying out constitu-
tional changes designed to centralise
power in the hands of the racist presi-
dent. The captains of the apartheid
system are re-organising themselves in

22

the vain hope that they can deal us a
crushing blow.

But we shall never be crushed. No
people determined to free themselves
have ever been crushed. And we are not
about.to be an exception. But we must
organise ourselves for the capacity to
attack effectively, as wel as defend
ourselves effectively. We must organise
ourselves into a conquering force. The
level of our political and armed offensive
must reach new heights during the year
1983. This will be our Year of United
Action!

Amandla Ngawethu
Maatla kea ronal
Power to the People!

O.R. TAMBO
PRESIDENT
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ATRICAN WATIONAL CONGTESS
P.0. BOX 31791
LUSAKA ~ ZAITBIA
Tclephcno: 211169  Telexs 45390.

STAT®&HI OF THE WATIONAL EXSCUTIVE COMMITTEE OF
THS AFRICAN NATTORAL CONGRESS ON THS OCCASICHN OF
THT 71ST ANNIVERSARY — JAN. 8TH 1963.

Fellow South Africans,

Today, January 8th, we mark the 71st cnniverscry of our organisation,
the African National Congress. Ve are beoginning a new political yoar.
We must therefore sot ourselves new tasks which we should strive to

achicve in the coming yer

We ere marking this importont occasion in the history of our protractadi
strugzle at a time when tlic reveolutionary ferment amongst all scections
of the tlack oppresscd majority has reached unprccedented heizhis and
has plunged the ruling racist clique into deepcr and decper levels of
political and economic crises. A distinctive feature of this all-round
crisis facing the oppressor class is that the initiative is shifting
into the hands of the pecople and continues so to shift. We are on the
offensive to put an end to the cruecl system of national ovppression and
economic exploitation. It is & process that the Pretoria rulers can
neither defuse nor halt. Within the confines of the aopartheild systen
there is no way out of this crisis situation. The real solution lies
in the victory of the revolutionary forces, the dismantling of the
apartheid machinery ancd the transfer of political and economic power tc
the democratic mejority. Each year, as our forces advance on the eneny.

this, our chcrished goal, becomcs clearer and ncarer.

This time, last ycar, we proclaimed the year of the 70tk ammiversary of
the ANC cs the'Year of Unity in Action™. Drawing on the istoric lessons
contained in seven decades of struggle under the leadersizip of the ANC,
we have sought to ensure, during this past ysar, that all thosc at honc
and abroad; who are opposed to the aparthcid system and stand for e
democratic South Africea, should wnite in action and act in wnity, therc-

by to c¢xzpedite the process of our liberatione.

In the coming period, we shell necd to defend and cconsolidais all Sl

aing that we hove made in the strugsle to ensure the -rideoct dossiblce
- -
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united action of the forces of progressive change in our country. We
have to struggle continuously to overcome all obstacles and differences
amongst ourselves that are blocking the realisation of unity and united
action. We shall furthermore nced to build on these gains, continuously
to strive for the situation in which the millions of our people can move
as one,; behind a united leadership and in pursuit of commonly- agreed

goalse

Iast year, operating under difficult conditions of illegelity and police
surveillance and risking arrest and persecution by the sccurity forces,
the ANC and its allies in struggle, together with other patriotic and
revolutionary forces drawn from all social classes and strata, drawn
frem all population groups of our people, organised and carried out
successful political confrontations and economic strikes tkroughout the
country. Important battles took place around such gquestions as wages,
rents, removals, sporting and cultural boycotis, ceding of Ingwavuma and

Kaligwane and the assassination of patriots like Dr. Neil Aggett.

Our underground orgonised forces are striking deeper roots and rmltiply-
ing anong the masses who arce the bedrock of our revolution. Gestapo
repression and persecution has failed to break the will of the nasses or
to deter them from the pursuit of the revolutionary cause. Instead; they
have further provoked the wrath of the people and increased their deter—

mination and drive to win freedom.

Combined with thesc mass political actions, has been the succession of
stunning blows by the people's army, Umkhonto We Sizwe (the Spear of the
Nation) against the cnemy throughout the country, in such far-flung places
as Cape Town, East London, Paulpietersburg, lkhuze, Komatipoort, Pretoria,
Johonnesburg and Koeberg, to cite but a few. ¥We take this opportunity
once more to salute the commanders and combatants of Umkhonto We Sizwe and
to express our confidence that they, the army of thc people of South Africa,
will discharge their mission with the samec dedication and discipline that
they have so far displayed. As our struggle unfolds and reaches higher
levels of intensity, our armed offensive will occupy a correspondingly more
important role in our overall strategy to seize power from the recist

tyrants.

last year, we stated thoat our Movemant is not only an opponent of the

apartheid regime, it has actually emerged as an alternative power which
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has won over the conscious and active support of the majority of oux
people. The validity of this assessment has been fully vindicated by
events, Bent on entrenching racial domination and reaping super—prcfits
from sweated black labour, the racist rulers continuc misrecading the les—
sons of the historical development of mankind. TFor that reason thoy arc

determined tc plunge our society into the worst of human cctastronhes.

In sharp contrast to the eneny's sirategy of racial and cthnic scgmenta—
tion, the ANC and its allies continue to uphold and fight for the idecal
of o unitary, non-—racial and democratic society for 211 our peonle,
black and white. Our policy document, the Freedom Charter, adopied in
1955, has not only stood the test of time, but is winning the hearts and
minds of growing numbers of our pcople — including honest patriots and
democrats in the white community as well. For this rcason, the Fotha—
lnlan regime has launched a counter—offensive to blot out the AKC poli-
tically, liquidate its lcaders, exterminate its activistc and supprorters,
anc if possible, destroy vie very spirit for freedom; and to inflict the

greatest possible demage on our broad meveient for national Iiberation.

To achicve this zoal,; the Pretoria rulers, their army and security

forces, collaborators from among the blacic people and mercenary agents
b 5] S

recruited from all over the globe, are working out and actually imple—

menting this plan, at home and abroad.

At the centre of this counter—offensive, typical of all colonising and
oppressor classes, there lies the dirty political and ideological propa—
ganda to discredit our sitrategy and policics inside and outside the

country, using the state propagonda machinery.

Of course, accompanying 21l this ideological offensive, arrests, deten—
tions, vhysical cnd mental torture of anti-apartheid activists and demo~
crats, as well as their murder, continue unabated. Some of the most

recent cases of patriota heing lkilled by the fascist police in detention

are ‘those of Moabi Dipale, Ieil Aggett and others.

Also prominent in this cnemy strategy is the usc of the weapon of assassi-
nation. Some of the victims include our dear comradc Joc Ggabi in Harere,
Criffiths Mzenge in Durban, Pctrus and Jabw Iynosc in Swaziland, and

Tuth Pirst in iozombique.
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The countries of Southern Africa are cmbroiled,; at the prosent time,
in an undeclarced wor launched by the Protoria regimc. Whether it be
in Mozambique and Angola, Lesotho or Zimbabwe, Botswana or Zambia,
Scychelles, louritius or Madogascar, the apartiheid nonster is involved

in a deliberate canpaign of aggression and destabilisation.

During these campaigns of murder and pillage, our people have been

slaughtered in cold blood and have even had their bodies desecrated.

The eneny has stated the purposes of this aggression quite clearly, whcn
it has repeatedly proclaimed its intention to act against thesc countries
so long as they cllow the ANC to be present within their territories.
Clearly, therefore, thc pecoples of Southern Africa are having to pay the
supreme sacrifice, as they have done and are doing in Angola, lesotho,
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and clsewhire in tho region, because they are r
sing to bow down to thc demands of the enomy to have the ANC and SWAYO

of Namibia uprootcd and cxpeclled from this rezion.

The offer made o few days back by the racist Prime Ministcer Botha to the
independent states of Southern Africa, for these states to sign non—
aggression pacts with apartheid South Africa, constitutes part of this
offensive designed to impose Pretoria's will on thesc states. Botha is
the persistent aggressor. o African country hos fircd a single bullet
across ivs borders into South Africa, And yet Botha is inviting the
targets to sign & non-aggression pact with the aggressor. If he believes
in non—aggression, why docs he not stop aggression? If he believes in

aggression, how will a non—aggression pact stop him?

During the past year; this regime has been encourzged in its counter—
offensive by the criminal activities of Zionist Israel against the people
of Lebanon and Palestinian refugeces in thet country ond the Palestinian
Iiberation Organisation, the PLO. After repeated raids, aggression into
ILebanon during the coursc of vwhich the Zionist Isracli troops merci-—
lessly butchered both the Lebanese and Palestinians and soucht to destroy
vhole citics, the Ziornist ultimotely occupied virtually the whole of

Beirut and other parts of Lebanon.
Apart from anything elsc, the Pretoria regime used this cxperience to

prepare the white South African population for similar campaigns of

terror against the pcoples of Southcrn Africa, as happened and is
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happcning in Southern Angola, as happened in South-Western Zembic and in
Mascru., Significaentlys; votl Zionigt Isracl and fascist South Africa

enjoy the full, active, political and materizl support of the Reagin Admi-
nistration. It is this support that heg strengthened the striking capabi-~
lity of these two regimes.

o

¥e need to say here that {trogically the white population and certainly all
its political partics openly acclaimed this campaign of terror and allowed

themselves to be used to lecgitimdse the cormission of these crimes,

The racists have proudly proclaimed that up to 86 per cent of the white
population of our country supporis the policy of agzression against in-
dependent Africa and it has specifically approved the btrutal Ilaseru Mas—
sacre. We would like to urge our white compatriots seriously to weigl

the disastrous implioetions and tke dire consequcnces of their being accom—
plices in the commission of these heinous crimes against the people of

Lfrica.

The Reoagon Administration hasz placed itsclf firmly and wiequivocally among
the bandit forces that cre cornducting a reign of torror throughout Southern
Africa. Its support for the aportheid rogime consisis precisely in encours—
ging thesc fascists to intcnsify their cownter—offensive ecand in gusranteeing
them immunity from punitive international action. Every crime that the
Pretoriac regime cormits, be it in South Africa; Namibia or elsewhcre, bears
Washington's stamp of approval. This regime goes into action backed by the
logisticy financial and polivical support of the United States. The apart—
neild regine, acting in its own right and in furtherance of the global stra—
tegy of the United States, constitutes o sirike force for the accomplish-—
nmont of the couwnter—rovolutionary objectives of defeating the prosressive
forces of Southern Africa, including SWAPO and the AIIC, and transforming

our region inio an cxclusive economic, political and military preserve of

the imperialist world.

In the face of this determined enemy cowiter—offensive,; we must hit back with
all our strongth, ensuring that the millions of our pcople ore ongoged in
siruggle. To increcose our offensive powoer:
- wo nust organisc the peorple into strong moss democratic
organisations
- we wust orgzanisc all revolutioncries into underground
units of the ANC;
— we aust orgonisc cll combatants into units of Tmithonto
Fe Sizwo;
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- wo must orgonise all democratic forces into onc
front for notional libveration.

large scctions of our pcople remain unorganiscd. We should not allow this
situation to continue any longer. For us to achieve victory, it is essen-
tial that the mosses of our peoplc engegc in struzzle as a conscious and
united force. That requires that these mosses must have their ovm demo-
cratic orgonisations to mobilise and guide them and through which they

can themselves make their own point of view heard.

So far, only a small minority of the black workers is organised into trade
unions. It is the vask of the cxisting democratic trade union movencnt to
cnsure that the unorganised workers arc in fact orgonised. Tais organisa—
tional drive must ecncompass also the workers in the aines ond in agricul-
ture. ¥e do have to bend all efforts to ensure that cvery worker belongs

to a democratic trade union.

Therefore, with all the power at our command, we meke o special appezl to
the democratic trade union movement te come together agein and actually
succeed to draw up and adopt a plan for the united zction of the democratic,
non-racial trade union movement. There is no obstacle too formidaobla to

stop us from achieving this goal.

The situation in the countryside also calls for boléd and urgent measurcs to
establish or strengthen the popular orzanisations among the rural masses who

are suffering in a ronnor and on & scale that is indescribable.

Whether as landless peasants, uncmployed or agriculiural workers, or as
deportees who heve been dumpced in the so—called rescitlement arcas or as vie—~
tims of tnc criminal Bantustan system, our pcoplc in the countryside arec liv—
ing in a veritable hell. To them, as to the rest of us, the issuc of libe—
ration has become a matter of life and death.

Thesc masses necd also 10 be organiscd and mobilised into action where they
are and vherever they are. They must be mobilised to confront the oppressor
and the cxploiter now. Hence the need for mass democratic organisations

that will lead tacn.

Similarly, all patriots and revolutionaries must work tirclessly to strengtheon

and expand the mass democratic orgenisations among the youth and students,
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amons g women, amony the culiural and sports workers, the religious

cor.mnlby and ot the civic level.

Thile 9w task of building the mass domocratic movement tmust fall on the
e .2 13res of the patriotic forces of our couniry and in their cntirety,
¢ - .. inl rcspensibility for the accomplisiment of this task rests with

he ncmbership of the Africen Nationzl Congress.

On this doy, we salute you, dear comrades, and express our profound
admiration for the menner in which you hove contributed to raise the
struggle to the level at which it is today. TYet that very acticvement

iliaposes on the 4IC ncw, more complex and urgent tosks.

The p2oplc expect us to lead them to victory. They expect us to answerithe
guesiion, togethor with then, in strugsle and in action -~ the question:

Vhiet “o fo be done?

¥e muet, tasrofore, pocs o qucstion to oursclves. Arc re organised
enowgl s sirong enough, llgcilined and dedicated cnough to meet our obli~
satious to the pconle? ot 11 of us, on this day, thae T1st amuiverscry
of our orgaonisation, szol e Lunier those guestions frankly and honestly
in ordor o corrcct all rroviooT nistakes cnad to learn from our experience

with 2 viewr to building e A7 ilscelf inside the country into & Liore for—

~

- 4
¥

nidably organised force thann 2t is dodoy.

The ffrican Netioncl Czicress is 2 movenent of patriolts. It leads the
masses in struzgle for o destruction of the fascist reosimc, the transfer
T power to the peopic and the realisction of the objecctives contoined in
he Frecdom Cherter. It upholds a strategy which combines revoluiionary

mass political action rith revolutionary zrmed sizuggle.

As merbers of the ANC we must, togsther with the people, in fact, help to
(OFs

ot

solve all problems thot szrve o :ich dowm the pr

provide o clear porspzciive of whcre we ro frem here and troaclate that

perspective into a practiccl nrogramme of action.

This yeor, we shall be obscrving the 20th aaniversary of the Rivonia arrcsis.
By decision of the United liations General Asscmbly, the internctional comuiu~-
nity will observe this amniversory by further intensifying the campaign for
the immedicte and unconditiociial relcase of all South African political

prisoncrs. Yo, the people of South Africa, must be in the forcfront of
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this campcaign — in our millions.

But we must also obscrve this anniverscory by sceking to emulate the exomple
set for us by these outstanding revolutionary patriots who have rcmained in
captivity for two long decades. To crulete them means that for cvery
Mondela, Sisulu, Mbeki, Kathreda, Goldberg; for every lotsoaledi, Gwala,
Nycmbe or Hogan that the cnemy has captured, we must produce o thousand

others to take their places.,

We have a duty to make our own sacrifices in the strugsle to which they

dedicated their lives. We must follow in their fooitsteps, learning from
their experiences, inspired by their courage and Fired with the same love
for the people and the same dedication to the cause of frecdom which have
made theirs to be houschold ncmes not only in South Africa but throughout

the world.

The enemy relics decisively on the use of force to cntrench himself in
power. Yo heve to meet his murderous onslaught by intensifying the armed
struggle. Our task, therefore, is to further strengthen the combat capa—
city of Umkhonto We Sizwe within South Africa for the imacdiate purpose of
escalating our offcnsive. The masses of our peoplce must become and be part

of this great revolutionary army, Unkhonto Wo Sizwe,.

We would like to take this ovportunity to pay special tritwute to thosc com=

-

batants, those members of our people's army who have fallen heroically in
battle. Our revolutionary masses, lcast of all the ANC, will ncver let it

be said of theun thot they fell in vain.

Even as wc speak hore, there are six (6) young militents, members of
Umkhonto We Sizwe, who arc sitting under the shadow of the gollows in
Preotorial's death cells. Thaese prisoncrs of wer cre the responsibility of
the internaitional community ond, cespecially, of our own peoplec. The lives
of comradce Shabangu,; Ifoise, Tsotsobe, !Motaung, liosclodi and lMogoerone

must be saved.

Anong the key clements in the cnemy's strategy of swvival ond the cntieneh~
ment of the apartheid system are the proposals put forward by the so—called
President's Council. Central to this plan is the co—option of the so—
called Coloured cnd Indion comrnmities of our populcation os toels to be

uscd for the perpetuntion of white minority dominction.e It has datmed
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on the white minority that alone, uncided, it is unable to prolong the

lifespan of apaortheid.

The recent decision of the South African Iabour Poarty to support and parti-
cipate in the implementation of the President's Council's schenes must,
thcrelfore, be condemned without reservation. The Africaen National Congress
calls upon all our people in the so—called Coloured community to reject this
dccision and rcbuff all attempts to draw them invo the camp of the oppros—
sor; to set them against the majority of the people of South Africa, to

set then against the peoples of Southern Africea and the entire continent,
to set them ageinst the inlfernational,progressive community. The campaign
for the rcjection and defcat of the encmy's counter—revolutionary consti-
tutional plans is the task of all patriotic South Africanss: Africans,
Indions and democratic whites — in addition to our pecople in the Coloured
community. There can be no solution to the South African problem without

the transfer of powecr into the hands of the majority.
(73

During this ycar, the Botha rcgime will scek to enact and implement its
so—called Orderly lovement and Scttlement of Black Persoas Bill, This Bill
is intended to legelisc genocide on a new and unprecedenied scale. It aims
to enslave the African workers as nover before and will result in the depor-
tation of millions of our pecople into the Bantustans in pursuit of the obno—
xiocus plair of turning South Africa white. Ue must launch the most concerted
campaign to defeat this Nazi Bill with its intentions. It must be resisted

with cvery possible means on a ncotionnl scale.

Despite its restoration of the conitrol of ths KaNgwene and Ingravuma oreas
to the respective Bantustan administrations, the Botha regime has clearly
not abandoncd its plans of depriving more than a million of our people of
their birtbright as South African citizens. It has not abandoned its plan
in regard to Kosi Bay which would serve its nilitery strategic objectives.
The appointment of the Rumpff Comnission confirms this fact. The regime
is looking for new ways and mecans of rcalising these intentions. We call
on all the people +to oppose any attempt (o barter away cven a single
squarce inch of South African soil, 1o opposc any attermpt to deprive a

single South African of his citizenship.

The apartheid systom is in a deep crisis not only politically, but also
cconomically., Al the same time, the Pretoriz rogime is spending asirononi-
cal sums of moiey on its military machine and cn the rest of its repressive

apparatus. The burden of this economic crisis and military build—up is

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



~10—

shouldered by the ordinary working pcople in the form of higher prices,

ronts, fares,; taxés; reducecd wages and sclaries, and higher unenployment,

e rust fight for o system in our country, a sysvem whose wealth shall be

used for the benefit of all our peoplc.

When we obscrved the 70th anniversary of the ANC, we were joined literall;
by millions of pecople on all the continents. This event proved to be a

universcl and moving demonstrotion of the commitment of the worldt's peopl:
to the destruction of the apartheid system and a reaffirmation by the int:
national community of its pledge of soliderity with the ANC and the peopl

of South Africa in their struggle for nationzl and social emancipation.

From Southern Africa to North Africa, from South America to North America
from Eastern Europe to its Western part, from the lftiddlec East to the Fa

Bast; the same message of soliderity come back. The nessage was repcated
by Christions and communists alike, by Bhuddists and Moslems, workers and
intellectuals, anti-cpartheid groups,; political parties, artists, woman's

and youth organisations,

An issue that is of grave importance for us in South .frica is the fact A
the Pretoriaz racist regime is committing daily acts of aggression againsi
the pcople and against independent African states in Southern Africa. In
the course of this, through its agents and dircctly, it kills pcople,

including children, and it carries out politiczl and cconomic destabilis:

tion of thesc states on a wide scals.

We cannot remain aloof in thie face of this criminal activity. We must 4
nounce and actively oppose this campaign of torror that the Pretoria reg
has unlecshed against independent Africa. The most effective deterrent
the campaign of terror across our borders is 2 massive assault upon the

regime on 2ll fronts within our borders, and by the pcople as a wholce.

In doing so, we shall be reinforcing the deecision  of the summnit of the

cods of state and government of the Frontline countries which was held
March of lost year in Maputo; when they rosolved to sirensgthen their co-
ordinated defeonce actions in order to "decleat Prctoria's acts of aggress
and economic sabotage ageinst free and independent Africa, and to force

regime to withdraw its occupying forces from the People's Republic of Ar
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The decisions of tho Maputo Summit ere by their very noture a reflection of
the positions of thce 0.A.U. and its mcmber states. In this conncction, i%
is important to cmphasi:zc that %he people, cspecially of South Africa and

Nanibia, are, as never before, in nced of the cflfective support of the OAU.

It is of course cormon knowledge that during the past ycar the 0.4.U. has

expericnced scrious internal problems.

As part of tthe African Continent, aos part of Africa's progresseive forces
we must work for a solution to the problems thot have plagued the 0.A.U.

We cannot stand aloof from this effort cither, for, as thke founding fathers
of the OAU declared, no African country can be truly frec until all of
Africa is liberated. That truism is being demonsirated on our continent
today. African countiries need solidarity onc with another. And no single
onc of themy, 21l of them collectively, can claim full independencc unless
and until the whole continent hos becen liberated. And at the present time,
until Namibia and South Africa have been freed. That is why the currcnt
concern of the people's of Africas in regard to.the state of this great
African Organisation are particularly acute when theoy relate to the aggres—
sions to which the people of Soutli Africa are being sibjected by the

foscist regimey, assisted by its imperialist allies.

We arc confident; howcver, that the OAU will obsorve its 20th Anniversary
as a united force, capable of leading the people of our continent, capable
of playing its proper role as a mcmber of the non-eligned movement, capable

of contributing in the struggle for world peaces

In your nome, dear compatriots, we salute our comrades in arus, the horoic
pecople of Namibia, their valiant vanguard SWAPO; and the mighty People's
Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN), all under the dynanic leadership of
Prcsident Sam Nujoma. We pledge our solidarity with then. We condemn the
Reagoen Administration and the Pretoria fescists for their crimes azminst
Namibia and the Pecople's Republic of Angola. Inspite of thom, inspite of
the Reagan Administration and the Pretoria racists; cven because of then
Nemibia will be liberated by SWAPO and the people of Nomibia. We extond
our greetings to all the pecoples of Southern Africz, as well as to thame of
Western Sahkara, Palestine, El Salvador, East Timor and their vanguard orga~
nisationss: Polisario Front, PLO, Farcbundo Morti National Liberation Front

and Fretilin.,.
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We grect the Non-Aligned Movement, espccially the participants in the
forthconing New Delhi Surnit,

We sclute the fighters for peace throughout the world, and pledge that we
will do all in our power to reomove the violator of international peace and

security in our midst -~ the apcrtheid reginc,

We grect our friends aand allies throughout the world and cucll on them to
porsist together with us, on thc side of the forces of national and social

liberation, peace and stability in Southern Africa.

We &rd.most deerly appreciative of the political support zand substantial
material assistaice they hove given us during the past year and which we

know they will continue to give in grcater mcasure.

Fellow South Africans, the apartheid rcgime is preparing for the crisis
ahead, That i why it is bringing its armed forces into decisive positions
of authority w:ythin the apartheid powver structurc. That is why it is carry-
ing out constitutional changes désigned to ceniralise power in the honds of
the racist president. The capteins of the cpartheid system are re—orgenis—

ing themselves in the vain hope that they can deal us a crushing blow.

But we shall nover be crushed. No people detcrmined to free themsclves have
ever been cruched. And we cre not about to be an exception. But we oust
organisc oursclves for the copacity to attack effectively, as well as
defend ourselves cifoctively. Ve must organise omrselves into a conquering
forcc, Thoe level of our political and arned offensive must reach new

heights during the yeoar 1983, This will be our Year of United Action!
Amondla Ngawethu!
Moatla kea ronal

Power to the People!

O.R. TAHMNBO
FRESIDENT

lnef Mok 7o TETE
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