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rANCE BY WOMEN IN S A 

.ver Colony Vigilants Association was formed and began sending 
l delegations to every level of authority calling for repeal of 
laws. 

Women in the Free State took matters in their own hands and collected 5 000 
signatures calling for the abolition of the pass laws. 

On 28th May, women in Bloemfontein launched a passive resistance campaign 
and 600 women marched to the local Municipal Offices to see the Mayor. On 
being told that he was out, they dumped a large bag containing passes at the 
feet of the Deputy Mayor and declared that they would not abide by the 
pass laws anymore. 

A campaign against the pass laws was initiated by the Native and Coloured 
Women's Association. The government subsequently appointed a commission 
headed by Louis Botha to study the Pass Laws. A bill was proposed to 
abolish passes for women, but (as the government explained) the bill never 
became•:law because l'IIOrld War 1 broke out. 

The Bantu 'i'lomen' s League formed by Charlotte Maxeke played a significant role 
in negotiating with the government and convinced officials that women did not 
need passes 

t'llomen are e~'empted from carrying passes when the lllative Urban Areas Act was 
passed. 

The Nati0nal Council of African Women was formed. 

The ~~CA was formed and together with the NCAW they initiated a programme. of 
self-help in the communities. 

The rise in bus fares in JHB resulted in a 9 day strike .in :which many women 
played an active role. 

Another bus boycott lasted 7 weeks. Middle-class white women taxied old 
black \•Torr.<?n to \:ork ar.d were subsequently arrested and charged. In the same V"' 
year there \:.J.s a \ddespread outcry against poor housing facilities. 

1949 1 Hay saw a nationwide work-stoppage- many women involved 

1950 On 26 June a national stayaway was organised by the ANC. Women actively 
supported the call. Since then, this day has become Freedom Day in SA. 

1952 M~C launches the famous Defiance Campaign ag~inst the 6 unjust laws. 
Many women participated and imprisoned. 

1954 The Federation· of South African Women 1.ras formed by women of all races from 
all over S A. The women resolved to resist all forms of discrimination per
petrated against women in this country and vowed to fight all forms of 
social injustice. 

1955 On 25-26 June 3 000 delegates from all over the country signed the Freedom 
Charter in Kliptown. The women of SA presented their demands and had them 
included in the Charter. 

<> Homen in Benoni demonstrated against rent increases, led by the late Mary 
Moodley, a stalwart in the struggle 

• The Minister of Native Affairs announced that Africans would be issued with 
passes from January 1956. In October 2 000 angry women marched to Pretoria 
to protest against this discriminatory measure. 
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On 9 August 20 000 women of all races staged a march to the Union Buildings 
in Pretoria to voice their objection to the pass laws. The women of SA, 
dressed in their Women's Federation uniforms demonstrated for 30 minutes 
and presented the Prime Minister with a petition signed by thousands of women. 

A number of women we~e charged with high treason (Treason Trial) 

A state of emergency was declared in Zeerust after a pass-burning campaign 
when a number of men and women were arrested and many others forced to 
flee to Botswana. 

Women in Durban stag~d protests against the pass laws, lack of lighting and 
sewerage, nightly po~ice raids and forced removals 

Police baton-charged~ women peacefully demonstrating against municipal 
beer-halls in Cato Manor. This resulted in several days of ciolent rioting. 
Dorothy Nyembe, who ~s still serving a prison sentence, played an active role 
in the Cato Hanor :""d~monstrations. 

In the same year, nu~ses were the first women required to show passes according 
to nurses' regulations. 

The ANC was banned s~ortly after the massacre at Sharpeville on 21 March and 
the subsequent state: of emergency. The ANC Women's League was also banned. 
Many of our leaders,; men and women, were subjected to bannings, house 
arrest and imprisonm~nt. 

This year saw the decline of the Federation of South African Women because 
many of its members ~ere detained, banned, imprisoned, house arrested and 
forced into exile dueing the clamp down by the state on leaders. 
Although not formalltf dissolved, the FSA!.oJ was forced into inactivity by 
the state. 

The Soweto Uprisings received the support of women throughout the 
country who stood by their children. Many women were banned and detained at 
the tirr.e. 

!•Jornen have since tak~n an active role in the affairs of their communi ties. 
They have fought in ~he name of Freedom at Crossroads and during the 
Fattis and Manis Str~ke; they have fought against rent increases, 
poor housing conditions and unemployment. 
An encouraging feature of resistance by women is the formation of 
;o!Q::lcn's groups all over the country to fight injustice. 
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BE AWARE~ 

WHAT ARE T 

WHAT ARE Tf 

1. THE PRE~ 

I .. , 

I 

' '· 

- ~.l I' 

(a) Apartheid still stays. 

.; /1_ !' 

4 rrl3b 
E LA~S - 2nd NOVEMBER 1983 
================~-======== 

lROP.OSALS 
========= 

The pass laws, the Group Areas Act and other unjust laws will remain. The voting of 
Coloureds and Indians will not change this. 

(b) Government is trying to divide us. 
The Government wants to fool us·that Coloureds and Indians will share in the Apart~ 
heid power oriviledges. It will look as if Coloured and Indian people are part of 
the apartheid goverment. The aim is to use the m~sses of our Coloured and Indian 
people. 

(c) More Opoeression and Re~pression. 
There will ~~ more peop~e now in that "power" and more oppression is going to be 
practised. The proposal~ will impose leaders on us, who are stooges and do not have 
our support and not war~ for our interest. 

2. KOORNHOFF BILLS ================ 
(a) Section 10 

i. Section 10(1)a 
It is a legal right to be in town which must be given to any BlAck person who L 

can prove to the Lab~ur Office that he or she had lived continously in t~e same 
town since the time o\f his or her birth. To get a 10( 1 )a qualification a person 
need to have a birthciertificate and is on to a house cr lodger permit. 

ii Section 10(1)b 
It is a legal right tp stay in town which must be given to any Black person; 
(a). who has been reg~stered in the same job in one town for 10 full years. 

, or 
(b). who has had a pelrmi t to be in the same town for 15 full years. 

The work must be! registered or else no 10( 1 )b will be given to you if you 
worked for 15 ye~rs without been registered. 
The work must bel registerd for at most 10 full years. 
The work must have been for ten years in the same town. 

(c) 10(1)b cannot be ~iven to any person who h2s once been sentenced by Court 
for six or more m~nths to prison or was fined more than R500, since he began 
the 10 years worklng period. 

iii. Section10(1)c 
It says that a person;with a 10(1)a qualification living in the Black township 
with his wife and chitdren who are still unmarried are all entitled to Section 10 
(1)c. The children wh~ are still Lnder 18 and their mother who is 10(1)a are als 
also entitleG to 10(1~c qualification. 
A person with a 10(1)~ will only get a 10(4)c qualification if he has a house 
which is pratically i~possible to get if you do not have a wife. 

iv.Section(1)d 
It is only a permit .It:is not a legal right. Everyone who is not a 10(1)a or 
10(1)b or 10(1)c holder 1 is registered to work under Section10(1)d. 6ut because it 
is not a legal right but only a permit, it can be cancelled at any time. 

(b) Influx Cantrall 
This law was passed to c~ntrol the numbers of Blacks in the rural and urban areas. 
It was introduced to ens~re that only a small number of blacks remain in the cities 
and urban areas whereas ~ great majority of Blacks are left to perish in their 
respective homelands. 

(c) Group Areas Act. 
Under this Act it is sta~ed that people of a c2rtain nationality should be grouped 
in a certain area alloca~ed to them e.g.Bophuthatswana Act. All Tswana speaking 
people should live in BoRhatswana, all xhosas in Transkei or Ciskei. In other words 
this affirm what Dr, Connie Mulder said 1978 that "If the National Party's policy •• 

----2------
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(d) 

(e) 

2 
~as taken to its logic~l conclusion the day will come when THERE WILL BE NO BLACK 
MAN WITH SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP. 
Local Authorities Act. 
This means that we, th oppressen and the exploited will be forced to finace the 
administration of our 5ommunities. This will increase our~already existing financial 
burdens. It will enhan~e exploitation of man by man irrespective of our colour. 
Orderly Movement and S~tlement of Black People's Bill. 
This is not yet a law b t might be a Law by the middle of 1984 if we cannot persuade 
the Government to throw it away. The Bill says that no Black person may be in 
town at night between 1 p.m. and 5a.m. the following morning unless he is authorised 
(has a permit) to be in town that time, and also approved accomodation. A Black 
person will be safe fro arrest if he has his Reference Book or Homeland Trvel 
Document with him. 

oq=============DD==============DD 
]ssued by AZASO Women's Group 
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
UDF UNITES/ APARTHEID DIVIDES! 

TRANSVAAL 
REt;IONAL OFFICE 

KHOTSO HOUSE 
42 DE VllliERS STREI 
JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX 10366 
TEL: 29-1916 
29-1917 

MESSAGE OF SUPPORT FOR AYCO 

The complex of our struggle of our peope in all parts of our country and 
in Alexander in particular cannot be determined by what I want or what 
you want but by what we want collectively. 

Resistance that has been waged by AYCO bear testimony to this. 

The UDF wishes you the youth of Alexander healthy and constructive deliberation 
during your annual congress. 

The collective course of our people cannot fail to bear fruits. 

Yours in the str~ggle 
; ).,, 

MOSS CHIKANE (SECRETARY) 

Presidents: Oscar MpetN, Albertini Sisulu, A~hie Cumede 
E.ulern <Apt President: Ed1ar N1oyi 

Border President: Steve Tshwete 

National Treasurers: Cusim Saloojee, Mewa Ramsobln 
National Publidty Secretary: Mosiuoa 'Terror' lekola 
National Secretary: Popo Moiefe 

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



31st October 1984 

Attached hereto are the following reports for the 
months of SEPTEMBER and OCTOBER 1984:-

A DETENTIONS 
B BANNINGS 
C ARRESTS 
D POLITICAL TRIALS 

SUMMARY OF REPORTS 

Massive detentions and arrests have been the Govern
ment's answer to the country-"Tide rejection of the 
tricameral parliament, inferior education in black 
schools and universities, and soarihg living costs 
in the townships. A total of 176 detentions in 
September and October has taken the total for the 
year to beyond the 1000 mark, the highest for many 
years. In detention at the moment are over 200 per
sons, most of them leaders and members of legitimate 
organisations sworn to oppose apartheid. In this 
period, over 2000 people have been arrested and about 
130 have died 1 nearly all as a result of police action. 

Supplementing this police action, bannings have been 
extensively used against organisations, meetings and 
even funerals. In a bizarre development, the longest 
serving detainee, Abel Dube, was released after 2 1/2 
years, but promptly banished to Messina, 500 kilo
meters away from his family. 

Police action throu;h the cou-ts is intensifying and 
a stream of trials ~a expected in the coming months 
ari3ing from the over 2000 arrests. 

P.O. Box 39431, Bramley 2018 
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RESOLUTION 1 

II 

tl (+ fl{3 I J 

I \ 

!dj 

That this General Council Meeting:. 
( 3 

1. Mandates the Regional Executive Committee of the Transvaal 

Region of the UDF to organize the Annual General Meeting of 

the region, to be held on 9th March 1985. 

2. Mandates the Regional Executive Committee to plan and coordi

nate the process leading to the election of a Regional Execu

tive of that Annual General Meeting, according to the following 

procedures: 

(i) Nomination forms will go out to all Transvaal affiliates 

well in advance of the AGM. The forms will have space 

for detailes of: 

- the name of the person nominated 

the UDF affiliate of which he/she is a member 

the position on the executive for which he/she is 

being nominated 

- a brief description of the persons organisational 

background 

- the name of the affiliate who is nominating the person. 

(ii) Only affiliates may nominate people to positions. They 
' 

may however nominate people from other affiliates , 
... _o .. \/\ v..!:':~ ... ·~V'\~'-" .. c.- ,· . ._·<..':...·..-·~. "'-,-. . '-'' ' 

who must be given an opportunity to ratify these nomina-

tions. 

(iii)Nominations and voting must be for specific positions on 

the executive. 

(iv) People nominated must be members of a UDF affiliate in 

the Transvaal 

(v) Affiliates working in the fields of youth/ labour/ students/ 

women/ civics should get together to recommend people for 

the particular protfolios to the Annual General Meeting. 

The voting for these portfolios will be by the entire 

General Meeting. 

(vi) Nominations will close 10 days before the AGM. The REC 

will circulate a list of all people nominated, to the 

affiliates, 7 days prior to the AGM. 

(vii)Every affiliate will have two votes at the Annual General 

Meeting 

(ix) Voting for the executive will be by secret ballot 
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RESOLUTION 11 

That this General Council Meeting resolves: 

1. That the Regional Executive Committee of the Transvaal UDF 

will consist of the following elected positions: 

- President 

- 3 Vice Presidents 

2 General Secretaries (full-time position) 

- 1 Rural secretary (full-time position) 

- 2 Treasurers 

- Publicity Secretary 

- Minutes Secretary 

- Media Officer 

- Education Officer 

- Youth Portfolio 

- Students portfolio 

- Civic portfolio 

- Women portfolio 

- labour portfolio 
, .,.,_ ,_._~\ vv "-· ·(,_._,I!. 

- \\ r::_: ... \ '\ ) 

2. That the REC will have the power of cooption, subject to the 

ratification of the General Council. 

3. That a qurum of the REC will be 50% of those available. 

4. That an executive member who misses 3 consecutive meetings 

of the REC, without accepted apology, will automatically be 

suspended from the REC, subject to reinstatement only by the 

General Council. 
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