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CONGRESS PERSPECTIVE ON THE STRUGGLE.

1. INTRODUCTION

We bring Ffraternal gruetings and a message of solidarity and hope
from Natal at a time when the growing and all eabracing forces
of resistance face a crucial and amomentous period of decision,
commitment, correct assessnent and united action. This is a time
requiring courage, fervour and vision gquided by discipline and
a clarity of thought and purpose. The aim is to harness all the
forces which can be correctly regarded as the forces of positive
change on the road to victory. But this vision, this clarity of
thought and purposeful action draws its direction and inspiration
from a clear and undisputed beacon. We need critically to look
at our own strength and weaknesses on the one hand as well as
the strength and weaknesses and methods of oppressor. It is only
upon this basis of reality that a broad strategy for change can
be worked out, a strategy whose deterained framework allows for
changes of detail when this is necessary or desirable,

We will try to show that a correct assessment of reality demands
not only a change which is to the benefit of the majority of South
Africans, but also won by all of us through struggle. The programse
aust be designed to encourage maximum participation, to galvanise
our strength and minimise our weaknesses and to take every advantage
of chinks in the armcur of the other side. We will in this paper
contend for the rights of National Groups to thelr culture, the
participation of all oppressed people in the struggle for change,
and for a path which does not exclude the truly democratic whites
from participation in the movement for change. It is only through
commitment and struggle that we can do true justice to our history,
to the memory of those who died for change, to those who languish
in prison or who are banned, exiled or house arrested and to those
who continue to suffer under the yoke of this oppression.

EA Rl

2. VNC SOUTH AFRICAN REALIVY:

2.1

2.2

2.3

What is the reality in South ffrica?

Have we been forced ints this fragmentation or is this a unftﬂky
South Africa?

Are our True Leaders, like NELSON MANDELA languishing in prigorv
or driven outside our borders or are they, the Hatanzis SS
Sebes, Hendrickses and Rajbansis?

Does our Country perpetrate mass removals, use bulldozars
to destroy our homes and people and cause the death of innocewT™
people far no reason, or do we live in a peaceful Counfr
where there is freedom of movement and adequate housing, securitiy
and coafort for all?

Does our Country show labzur exploitation, rank unesploymsN7
and wigrant labourers torn from thelr Ffamilies and pushed
into cold lonely hostels?

What are the defining features of South Africa today?

Are the so-called reforss a Ffew open beaches, open cinMm
permieres and so-called integrated sport or is there adequale
excruciating reality which it is imperative for us to understizscl
if we are to contribute correctly to the struggle?

South African Reality

Population

Of the total South African population of about 29,6 willipn
72% or about 21,3 million are Africans with the Indian, Colouyeql
and the White people representing approximately 3,5%, 8.?%
and 16X of the population respectively. The African, Indicen
and Coloured population together represent 84% of South Africans
people. These 84X are today without any vote or say in Lt he
running of the Country.
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2.5

2.8

2.7

2.8

Political Status

The Government has commenced a devastating design to hive
off the majority of South Africa's population into the
so-called Independent States and Homelands. In addition
it conteaplates offers of mock participation in Governaent
structures to the Indian and Coloured in the shape of the
President's Council Proposals.

Oppression and Exploitation

All African, Coloured and Indian people In South Africa
are oppressed by a batter of unjust, discriminatory, and
repressive laws. This highly repressive system ensures
the creation of conditions for the super exploitation of
Black labour; exploitation which is deliberately perpetrated
by South African big business aided, encouraged and supported
by International Capital.

Monopolisation of the Econony

The resources of this Country and even of the whole of
the Western World is 1in the process of passing rapidly
into fewer hands. The only logical consequence of this
developaent is a drastic fall in the numbér and viability
of small businesses, and industries.

Protection of Western Investments.

WNe witness, to day the shameless and unjustifiable support
of this repressive regime by Reagan, Thatcher and their
cohorts. This represents an immoral and undisguised effort
to protect their own business interest in this Country
at the expense of the lives and freedoa of aillions of
South Africans.

Falling standards of living

The 1iving standards of aillions of Black South Africans
are under constant attack fros big business and Government.
rising food prices, rampant unemployment, static wages,
rising inflation, increasing general sales tax, rising
rents and transport costs, and hopelessly Inadequite health
care etc. This gives rise to an unprecedented scale of
salnutrition, disesse and deaths,

2.9

2.12

3.

3.1
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forced Removals

At the time when apartheid is said not to exist in South Alr/ca
forced removals accompanied by brutality, violence and cleqf}
become increasingly prominent features of the South African Soc g
fabric.

The Black Oppressor fireed

This vile systea has bred and continues to nurture a new degerarcic
brand of Black Oppressur who unashasedly competes for inTam
with his White countsrpart. The Sebes and Matanzimas have undoutuzdL
ly joined these ranks with the alacrity with clear IndicaTien:
that the Rajbanslis and Hendrickses will join them there Scomn
if they accept the Presideats Council Proposals.

Resistance

But the South African oppressed people are Fighting back valian7ly

the daily struggles of wuorkers for democratic rights, high weges
and better working conditions, students for a democratic and
equal education, coamunities for housing, lower rents, cheaper
transport and better recreational facilities; and by alt7hosa
forces for full democratic rights.

Crisis

Hot orily the Botha regime refuse to meet the genuine aspirat-;dNS
of the people Lo eliminate exploitation, and eradicate oppresion
the structural constraints placed upon this regime by its own
policy of apartheid makes it .ilpossible for him “to achieve thos#
results. It is this refusal and inability exacerbated by silitont
resistance which forces the Government into a deepening eris/S

CHARGE

It follows from the above that this is an unjust and discri-ina/tdﬁy
society in which the minority white oppressor possessed of £he
greatest share of South Africa's wealth seeks to preserve it self
and its position by dividing african, Indian and Coloured oO~<
from another, African from African, the student, the worker
and the businessman each Ffrom the other. Furthermore the hgrs
reality which we are asked to forget is that this system is ma/n
tained by violence, and an unashased use of newspapers, rod)'C
television, schools, to, in the words of numerous oppressor g rmsS
generals, "win the hearts and sinds of the paople,
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3.2 Participants in change

It is accepted by all, that the oppressor in South Africa is
the white minority regime. There is however considerable debate
and confusion in the ranks of patriots about who the oppressed
are. We believe that African, Indian and Coloured South Africans,
of whatever class are victims of national oppression; that they
are mainly oppressed on the basis of colour. Naked racial oppres-
sion, manifested by discriminatory legislation (e.g. Group Areas
Act, Black Administration Act, Population Registration Act),
separate and unequal amenities, inferior transport services,
unequal education, inadequate and insecure housing, the subjugation
of Black Women are within, the lived experience of South Africa's
oppressed majority. It is through this experience that we perceive
our oppression. It 1is necessary to guard against approaches
of a few intellectuals who seek to substitute their own conception
of oppression for the pecples perception through thelr lived
experience.

It is precisely because of the magnitude of racial oppression
that the Black worker, businessman, student and professional
is discriminated against in relation to his White counterpart.
At this point in time therefore the possibility of participation
in any struggle by the worker, student, businessman or professional
across the colour line 3is remote. The absolute exclusion of
whites is unjustifiable on the basis that the movement for demo-
cratic change has room for democratic whites, however few they
may be. There are 2 reasons for this:

a) the desocratic movement cannot and does not reject the contri-
bution of any individual or group of persons to the process
of change,

b) our struggle Involves the creation of a society in which
liberated Blacks and whites will live side by side in shared
harmony.,

On the other hand, there is a shared and common experience of
discrimination by African, Coloured, and Indian, of all classes
and it is this shared experience which makes it Feasible for
all to unite in a national struggle against national oppression.
The participation in the struggle is therefore not the Indian,
Coloured and African alone nor the worker, businessmah, student
or professional slone but all these forces welded into a popular
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unity. While each of the forces referred to cannot act on its own,
they cannot be effective as disorderly aggregate either. The struggle
is not conducted by these Fforces simply acting at the same tine
but as a result of a dynamic interaction between all of them (recog-
nising of course, that some are primary and other secondary) acting
together and in unison and creating something new with its oun
dynanic.

3.5 In short we struggle together for the liberation of our nation
not only from white supremacy but also from the bondage of
starvation, inadequate housing, high rentals, low wages, racist
education, and oppression of women.

4. THE PEOPLE

4.1 The Freedom Charter

The only document which encapsulates this vision and this theory
of our struggle is the FREEDOM CHARTER adopted by the Congress
of the People on 26 June 1955. The Charter represents the culmin-
ation of a significant part of the history of the struggles
of our people which include the Passive Resistance Caspaign,
Defiance. Campaign etc. and of a democratic process in which
more than a 1/4 wmillion people participated. It also represents
the beginning of a new era of clarity and perspective, of commit-
ment and vision, designed to unite and galvanise the wmajority
of South Africans into an unbreakable dynamic whole. In its
reflection ot a people's commitment to a struggle for equal
distribution of resources, the €harter establishes the national
democratic nature of our movement, for it is Impossible to achieve
these laudable goals without dismantling the economic and social
order of this unjust society.

4.2Many ill-informed individuals and yroups have dared to criticise
this living instrument of change because it recognises the exist-
ence of national groups. The criticisam, to the extent that it
fs intelligible, is that the were recognition of this Fact rein-
forces division and separatism, and so plays into the hands
of the opppressor.

That there are Indians, Coloureds and Africans and Whites (national
groups) in our Country is self-evident and undeniable reality,
It 1s & reality precisely because each of thesc national groups
has its own heritage, culture language, customs and traditions.



4.3

Our task is to heighten the positive features of each national
group and to weld these so that there arises out of this
process of organisation a single national consciousness.
This national consciousness enables each national group to
jdentify with the South African State and te be an integral
part of the new South African Nation. It follows that a national
consciousness is not inconsistent with existence of national
groups. The state, relying upon the negative Ffeatures, uses
culture to reinforce separation and division. In so doing,
it deliberately blunts the positive features or elements
which have a potential for change and development and for
inter-action between national groups, resulting in the develop-
aent of a single national consciousness: a consclousness
which far froa destroying national groups and cultures allows
these to exist and develop within itself. The Charter recognises
this reality. The failure to recognise the existence of national
groups 1is a grave political error and smacks of the most
retrogressive brand of intellectualism. The oppressor far
from recognising positive cultural features emphasises ethnicity
reinforcing division through it.

Testimony to the Freedom Charter as a living document is to be
found in the undisputable fact that its programme has not
only survived almost 30 years but has during this period
forned a continuing basis for the determination of strategy
and tactics for organising people, for welding unity and
for raising and strengthening consciousness.

S. THE PRACTICE OF CHANGE

5.1

But theories are not enough! How can we use these theoretical
considerations in the process of achieving that change which
we consider necessary. We already said that:

S.1.1. The oppressor is the current white regime bolstered
by Western Imperialism.

S$.1.2, The wuppressed are all the people of South Africa,
Indians, Coloureds and Africans, workers, students,

professionals and businessmen,

S.1.3 There are & national groups in South Africa, each with its
own culture, traditions, customs etc.

§.2. Unless we can translate these theories into meaningful actior

contribute to the achievement of our objectives we will be.
r time. Our practical task is to find a link between

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



502.

5.3

5.1.3 There are & national groups in South Africa, each with
its oun culture, traditions, customs etc.

S.1.4 Our task is to weld all features and to mobilise all
forces including the democratic whites to work together
towards the creation of a ntional consciousness and

5.1.5 Our goal is the creation of that soclety envisaged
by the voice of the Freedom Charter.

Unless we can translate these theories into meaningful action
which contribute to the achievesent of our objectives we
will be wasting our time. Our practical task is to find a
link between the objective reality and the achievement of
our objectives; a creative link which bridges the gap between
theory and practice and which enables the oppressed people
to act jointly in the process of change, Without this, befuddled
politicians are reduced to facile rhetoric and sloganising.
If the existence of national groups is a reality and If each
national groups has its own cultures, traditions and probless,
the movement for change is best facilitated by enabling organ-
isation around issues which concern people in their daily
lives; issues such as low wages, high transport costs and
poor housing.

The next challenge is to discover that process tlirough which
the common day to day problems of people and the root cause
of these probleas interconnect and articulate. This is a
process of struggle involving the participation of both the
leadership and the amasses through victories and defeats.
Participation ir this process enhances consciousness which
in turn encourages more effective participation. This develop-
ment of consciousness and 1increased participation enables
both the people and the leadership to relentlessly cliab
up the formidable mountain of history towards a national
consciousness and ultimate liberation.

S.4

5.5

6.1

Participation by the people and the leadership in the struggle
fs a necessary prerequisite to the development of unity and funda-
sental to it but is clearly not sufficient in itself. It would
be therefore impossible to develep a national consciousness and
a national wunity if the struggle Ffails to transcend day to day
issues. But every step in this process can be taken only at the
appropriate time in relation to the reality both national and
international and in relation to the consciousness of the people.
Sensitive assessment and reassessmept would dictate the nature
of each step to be taken however small., It is in this sense that
the detailed tactics resmain flexible, but only within the framework
of the objectives of the Freedom Charter and of the method of
organisation. Rigidity of tactic spells doom because of the failure
to recognise ever changing reality and consciousness. The whole
process is therefore dynan :'and not static.

But participation by a small group of class of persons in isolation
is also not enough in the long term. There must be participation
by the wmajority of South Afericans. However, because peoplé are
organised around day to day issues which concern different groups,
the nature and level of activity and the level of consciousness
would differ from area to area, from group to group. This is another
fxpression of the need for flexibility which is applicable not
only to different levels of activity, but to the form and structure
of organisations as well., It is obvious that the fors and stracture
depends on the nature and level of activity, the number of people
involved in Yis activity and the level of consciousness. The
structure of organisation must of necessity be Flexible and respons-
ive to changing conditions.

However, the whdle process is held together by the comamon programme
contained in the Charter and by a consistency of method and approach.
Moreover, this method imposes the duty to search creatively for
common issues so that organisation around these will operate as
a binding farce to supplement the unity engendered by the Charter.

Political Organisation

Although the process of liberation has its roots in the participation
of groups or cosmunities, sround issues of thelr immediate concern,
their ultimate freedom can only be spearheaded by their political
oraanisation.
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6.2.

6.3.

7.

1.1.

fhe building of a political organisation which is lead by an
experienced and tested leadership with an unequivocal allegiance
to the oppressed masses remains our historical task.

Such a political organisation can be built only through the
participation of people in struggle, and in turn leads cohesion,
thrust and direction, and character to the struggles of the
masses.

Ultimately it is the embodiment of the momentous unity of the
oppressed masses and it carries within it the seeds of a jJust,

equal, anti-racist and liberated South Africa.

PROBLENS CONFRONTING OUR STRUGGLE

Every struggle has its problems, setbacks, weaknesses and enemies,
These arise often fros an aggressive state, misquided sympathisers,
sometimes as a result of our own weaknesses. Our responsibility
is to clearly understand these problems and setbacks and devise
appropriate responses. "Tell no lies, claim no easy victories"
said Cabral. Sisilarly we must confront our problems honestly
and courageously and not shy away from self-criticism. At the
same time we must not underestimate the strength, cunning and
sophistication of our eneales - both within and outside the
Country.

The Danger of regi ralisa

The political reality in South Africa imposes fEnnumerable
constraints on organisational work: state repression handicaps
any effort at co-ordinatien of activity and lmposes an uneven
and fragmented development of our work. The debilitating repression
of the 1960s disesbered the development of our democratic movement
and resulted In one or 2 generations of wmilitants growing in
georgraphical historical and political isolation and overwhelmed
by local conditions.

These Ffactors contribute to the possibility of the emergence
of forms of regionalism and parochialis. We must guard against
these dangers, for there is only one struggle. Our obvious task
is to struggle against these dangers and strive for an effective
unity in action,

7.2. Other political tendencies

1.3,

Every political situation generates diverse political tendencies
with their own conceptions of the struggle and their own approach.
But the dominant political movement is established over decades
of struggle by the unfolding of history. Even though these ten-
dencies are peripheral they require a brief scientific response.

The criteria by which we develop our response are:

7.2.1. houw 1is the political reality analysed and understood.
7.2.2. what are identified as the principal forces in the struggle.

7.2.3. which of these forces in their assessment belong to the
people’s camp and which to the enemy camp.

1.2.4. the political program by which each moves towards its
deals.,

7.2.5. the methods, strategies and tactics they use.
7.2.6. the relationship to other political forces.

There are those who believe that workers have a special role in the
process of change outside of ary meaningful alliance with other
social groups. To the extent that their approach generates antagon-
isas with other political groups, we believe that whilst polemics
are important, such antagonisms are not in the interest of either
the workers other social groups struggling for national liber-
ation and serves merely to fragment the unity of patriotic forces.
In all humility we suggest that cur programae, the Freedoam Charter,
which has stood the test of time and struggle, remains the wmost
viable basis for our advance to liberation. We are reaminded that
nowhere in the world has national liberation been attained by
workers alone.

Third Force

The oppressors, both national and international, have sophisticated
a method by which they subvert, co-opt and create individuals,
grouping and even movements. Thair sole function is to deflect,
disrupt and wmisdirect efforts of a democratic movement by inter-
vening at moment appropriate to the oppressors upon their instruct-
fons. They will persvasively clais to be genuine participants
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7.5.

fn the democratic struggle. NXisdirected political Fforces can
easily fall victim of Ehese manoueuvres. Continous and vigorous
vigilance s the only safeguard.

Bantustans

The creation of Bantustans and the establishment of tyrants
like Sebe and Matanzima gives rise to challenging strategic
probleas to our struggle. Firstly, each of their corrupt bureau-
cracies harbours an adainistrative elite which' rapidly develops
a state in the system, owe their allegiance to Pretoria, become
defenders of the system and carry out its iniquitous policies.
Secondly, they replace the Pretoria Government as the oppressor
and commit the most heinous repressive acts in the interests
of the apartheid system.

Democrats need to confront this reality, and evolve creative
strategies to advance the struggle.

Imperialism

Western imperialist countries have vast sums of money amounting
to billions of rand Invested in South Africa. Their only interest
in South AFrica is to safeguard their investments and maximise
profits. They will do anything to achieve this and will not
hesitate to subvert our struggle. Their leaders, Reagan and
Thatcher, brazenly support the Botha plans and give active assists
ance to the apartheid regime.

We reject their notion of "constructive engagement®. They will
be regarded as enesies unless they support the demands of the
Freedon Charter.

THE ROAD AHEAD

The quest for freedom can never be quelled. We have walked this
long and ardous road for 3/4s of the 20th Century. Ouring this
period our struggle has grown and our people have become resilient
and determined. Their march to freedom will continue relentlessly
despite the state repression and regardless of the price paid
in lives, This struggle which reached new heights at the Congress
of the People in the adoption of the Charter represented a greater
maturlty to the liberation alliance. A maturity which sustained

the movement, despite its Fragmentation through the harsh and ‘t(‘/in
60s. The growing militancy of the masses during the last decade Degre:
testimony to the resilience of the democratic movement and the€

freedom Charter as a living document.

Today we are poised on the threshold of a stage of our strugg/e/n
which we will witness the cementing of our unity, the consolicla?/®
and deepening of our organisations and the increased wmilitan of
our people. This stage presents us with critical challenges:

1. to intensify our efforts to organise the oppressed;

2. to generate an effective and responsible leadership aobl'&‘-/l
will always be fully conscious of the needs and aspiraa? /¢
of our people;

3. to develop a profound, understanding of our struggle and p"O’"@
gate this amongst our rank and file.

The road to freedos will be hard and protracted requiring dilig 2hve
commitment, sacrifice and above all courage. To mcet the chall/enge.‘
posed by a sophisticated enemy we will need creativity and an adherencs
to principle conbined with tactical flexibility.

This is the content in which the eratic Front has the potentia/ fo

forge our unity across all barriers through a process of organisa?/on
and struggle. Democratic forces today have a historical responsih;i/i‘fy

to collectively st. gthen the United Democratic Front at every ;.cue«/
across regional and provincial barriers, across racial and glass barkiers
across worker and commurnity barriers, and across rural and urban bary/e’s
Today we call upon leaders and leading militants, throughout our CqunZ7§
and in every sector of organisation to sink their differences anct
actively reach out to ecach other to forge lasting bonds uhich‘w/'//
inspire united action amongst the. masses in the unequivocal rejeinf'CN
of Botha's plan. There is a place in the democratic movement Ffori all

All have a significant contribution to the struggle. We commene 74 €
initiative to re-establish the Transvaal Indian Congress today. 74/
fs yet another historic step forward in the building of a peojp/es
desocracy. MWe join with democrats all over the Country and in/€cg
all over the World and salut: the revival of yet another cqmpmen?
of the democratic movement. It is impossible to liberate any one natiorec

group without freedom For all. It is for this reason that we remors
comnitted to Fight side by side to create the society conte-p:/a7’eel
by the FREEDON CHARTER,
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Jo;m‘ De clovalion Co-O/Je'ab‘On loehveen lhe ANC
and e Shic. TTais Decloahion 1S more
{NPUIWJL’ knows as foe Dadoc-Xyma- Neucker Fach
s %o‘ WUS Consideed Jo be &ssenhia)
7(,:, lemning dhe };mckml IOG.S'IS g Co-cbem}im
Lehween Jhe  nakicenal Oiﬁnnisakonscj» bhe [\/a)lvrsyed
fmcﬁk 1 Hnis c_::ury And equall lmlao.J ant i
el leid Ihe i undabions Jef ch, ci‘]mamic
0!.%‘]&;-’ dwe/o}mmk df»me F.'/ch aned Jne

ealy Sixkes.
"
Clo..‘azdi vadin fh{, s‘ijmf\_j ci» Jiqe. Pacﬁl Was

J[nc, acf'of/-.'m i 1944 ci,fz,,g, l?rﬁammc C’ Ac/-':cr,
-bj be me. Tue ‘fldv16‘(c:rew1'~ﬂ" {Zalu/c G]{— Jne
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@ l?r-es:‘dml e ANC and Walk/ Sisilt: became
Aine salerfcy—C1en eval.

“)

1)
"voj/g'mme ACI"C/) Was 4 Sf«. 1 W Jhe ':Sévdfy/ 7/J£,¢,
AV, Wleveq L\.be.}ulllnc ANCL«ad'Jo 2 ,C«yc
evlent relied cn deputahars onci feh’ko—;; ehe,, as
& weuanys g Od‘vcr)a':\? JL)C S};ujj{()—k Pf(‘:/cfcurwc (1
/lck&*ﬂ leid emphasis ms'}‘w'lces and ‘oc\/ccé‘-: ond oy
civil Aisched enre | )
rence Gn o clemcn:)val.‘ons’as sm}scrl—cq} Pof-h’c«d A

\l\ieafms ’ Ls lu/(e Jhe s&%/c. .ﬁu/ﬂvfr’, /\\/ﬁ

B! hehween Jhe Sfj'"'"_‘j 3“% laci cnc e
aC[O;:/)‘Qn Jhe BOjc:mme’ was 194 g — Jhe basd
Which Winesied Jhe coming d the Nakiora! Pa.lj
fo bowver. And wdb dhe advenl o fne ’\’als, a
bledhora d [aws weve fo {'v'no/ hew way ko e
<lehite Foole — {aws whiclh adversel aﬁeg}cd
Jhe ‘Wes GZJ(M_ Ofpresree! rrcclale_ orev {ulhc/.{'pﬂ

4 I Jemes Morola lersss become de ®

l\moi'i Ihe Nealsls ecfl, echoms was die

' 1/ . N
YP"VZZII.E? Oj»w{‘bi{iq/.({arﬁen o{':[v\.-nfnk <;» Ov;aar}b €ic] -
gamm‘nj cvcie.'s,\ Setvec! ¢y seveval leac/e/sb\./:

war a’so W

;JCv"SGnq}fb‘fs , weve viewed g5 Co cirave mf-v‘u 3 dDNn
m Jhe Feedcm o :Sfarcciq, Clcns-afumlt; unclet

q ’
ke SPOI"SC/SH}; of Jhe TTvansveal ANC} Ihe
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T ansyoal (ndica (on ress dne A"{vﬁwﬂ Pf.o)afe': Qrgani ~ *
sahcn | and Jhe jz.\honﬂes’o'w Dishict Commbee z}
lhe Sculn Afrﬂan Cemmonst Peu , e Da‘fenc/ Free
waﬂ}" Convenbon was helcl m Mevd, "750.%‘6
Coven hon fesolvedd b ¢Jfﬁz aL ‘r'oﬁna af shike o5
Ure (S Mo 4SO — as Prolesf ajamsﬁ Jhe
(aar\mnjs and ‘fu/ Jne lm/wou(mm} wm Jhe condibicns ?

wolkers.

“Tne Nky Day stule wqs a Hremendoos SUCleS( —
but dre Success was maired b, l/c:j,c consequences.
Polree E/uﬁa‘»}7 Cjamsi stertkers resulied in ’7 deacl
and 3¢ mjuurd, :

‘Wb ™ clhovackenshc iv sepsitividy lhe Nals
feioleed o ' |
’:w-‘ekq‘ hoe Rl s J(ve'éjln Pardiamend cnly a feu:
o!cxjs laber — dhe C:/oufp Cleos R ill pcfouloy
dubbed e Ghedie Batt ) and Jpe é.'#rcmcﬂ c
Commynism E;-:U (ofug,&eé as lhe C.res4c~.f5== %ﬂ')\

Toz. MC SGmmened an em\’_rjen( G:::'))((/fn(e -
cwnet a,[iev‘ dellbesalons will, Jhe SAI C/ de ¢ leived
Jhe 26" June a5 a Nakenal Da/j frete} cind
mowr"ij——- fwcies-f ajom.s% e heo @ﬂ};, ancl

V\’\OUW\MJ: Fﬁ‘f aill Jhgse who heig laid clivca dhew
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Wcs M dhe Ccuuec} f—/redcm_

. , awa

\Wokees J(rrotcyt«cul dhe counhy Weie asked fs 8407/ ~
'{Om wede oo e —?E”’Junc; Shopkeebes wove asked

J . R Skactend f
fo CfOSe hew Shs/bs; andh&(}'@dclﬂldlrn weve
called fe u_fac.a 4o bL‘-/COH‘ cltses en JhQ‘ o’c«/.

4 wes & ACm(no’ouﬂ suecess ful S'}v{ke; Lid 1k
/eal sjjn.‘frccnrc was fhad (} was fhe FIRST FO"FM/
Shike heidd on a NATIcnAL scale.

Despie. sueh dewelopment dne bk Brlls bacume
’aw; and 1 Hims Cf Ihe ScL/)})yt_ﬂmd d Cemmuagf A'd/
lire Communitt Pcﬁuf‘SA way deciorecl Gn

un'ach_,l mjonisahca.

Tlve (iglﬂcﬁu‘« Uvijusi laws cenbnyed unabgal,
C{Uﬁj Jhe temamnder ¢ [GSo end the ﬁm [/m!} o} jas).
Cﬂnrctium/(j/ Ibe Edceuhve Lommillees ff]Jl»e Ane
ond SAlc mwef in Ccf‘{e{m(e v Jty f<s) e
Arscaiss dine d.‘_cl—u,io;,j sihiehog dha} wag deveis jnij

TTais 'Y’?d*’:j resolvec” Jngf fbe ANC 4 stic
Lucy/c "cfmll' Aceleve war i M unjusd laws an

/ J j c}»eca ;J (,f Jbac)‘ai,

launch o prat Cnm/ac'\ija v dhe
/
Ceunceil b

” a-i;c (S}abhc’nec{ ct ,_Jo»;.{ P’cmmj
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la(cf)o/c a ’3{0\':7 4‘7/ e CUmfm‘jq ) and ko ce-ordinale
e acji vities ¢ faf Cnml;ajb,,
bhe ‘ﬂcm was (eadg bj’ Nov 1351/ cnel adchled.

Lj Jhe f{;};ec;‘w nahonal cgq)(e,'en<@ d fhe AN C and Jhe
shic. In Jemycf Jhe }:104/ <7 uﬂ-{ma}um was do
e sent ko Joe Geut bo fcfedﬂ Sise (m)u(l Jovos ‘oj
Jire élC]“’ Feb 1952. Tneie wive Jne Pass Lacurl Jhe
GYou,F Aveas Ack Ihe Sufa;wmmc’j/ Communism flef
dhe se,qula}g Q‘:F/e;enkdﬂ‘cﬂc/; Vokos Aet The Renky
Aulb\c,r‘},-a A«:,}) cnd Jhe ijqlakc ny /e-’ja./d-:)? L
Shecke limitahisn. Sheuld fne Cout refee fo

re bea! dhae ’aws’ Jhe ANC cnd The SAIC would
Jum)I] lavnct, lhe COM!I;ciij,y [ﬁjhc_ Déffor;(e
Um‘Jus’J Laws (sho/ﬂj knowa as Jhe Dcfianre
Camper ). Andas . prelude ho lhe. asocking
01 he Cam #C'\iyn, mass cemopshahons woeuld! be
beld f‘lnrouj'hou} dhe counby 0n Jhe Q""Af?‘wl [@s2—
Jre 200 Cing ivcu.soy of Jbe Winle men's arsival

" Jpis cou.j"xj '

UlRmahims b belin Jhe INC cnd SAIC were

duly sent, Bub lhe Ory Vcslwuf;;a 7 e Crout was,

Wzt sheuld sach e cam POZ}'\ 2C lCiU’”(L”d’, he.
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Goul'wcu[d rtalicte wilb ajl Ihe meaar ob ik d}.s}vcsa}.
Al o Subfequart jovf m«h,y 4 e ANC ong SHIC
i1 was decided ko esdablish e« Nahonal Voluatees Boo/a'/
fg ca!l.;7 ‘k“" Ihousands of o un ke f;llhc Comf:my;. {f
Was also decided o laynch Jne Dc»ﬁ'cmrc Ccmjéaj,
on dhc 219 Upaiyevsa Jhe Q" June . and Joer}
D Dadeo, Mases kofane, JR Medes emed Dani el Bopefe
whe weve all banned should be dhe Fﬁ/rf vefundees do
oto{j ,

While Jhe obpreiserr weve stagiag e fri-
centenaw Celchrahons onlhe € Qpalicsz Jhe
OH’»’eﬂed Sewonsvated i Joery drcusancs Jla/cujkcu.,t
Soulh Mice; end at all Jhese clemgs ous people
book Jhe /\:/iow Vouwo M € cbuollc;

"\We shall de¢ e.vey ing 1 duy fvaur/'r,'c)[nc
ulmc.sj» (im(h <§l ouwv enNduvance and Saa/iﬁ‘:c/o‘v
c.ovZ/ out dhe Coaj/gg cetl) 4o sziq{ ajamﬂ e
UVE) st ,QL\JS) whichh Sul%)ec/fou/ /><c[>|< do
”)C{ih‘cq/ sewily , ceonomic m»'.\"e"j) ancl
Social de/acia}v‘cn. ?:;om--f[nis day oawards ,
wWe vow ke act as clisciplinec men end

WO'Y'Cn, cind cded| cate ouv SC{V(S lc Jhe
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Sijlz 7[0/ {eedcm and Aﬁ,ndcmm/a’ﬁjh}'s v
ik Scineofu[edllbe Camf:ciﬁ.y woes |canched o e

aeM June 1982 wou, 1R pechle. cefying 14 ..“11;} ond
2T n ?.E.'/'?;IBC’JQ. And 19)/ Jhe Jnmjc. i(n& Camf)cuco
2aded 15 December 1952 more fan €3co
Voluufeers m 37 Cenkes had clef;'cc/fbwoyhuul s4.

“Toe Campaign ac nly focyssed abenhis on dhe
jfu'(\/cm(e; o} Ou./}:fojale,l and raiied Jnew Pc-fv Weed
concovsneis o uw’weccdenke/ l«o{jh/':) bt 1h inshiled
W ouv f)cc};lc wih Jhe s/:l’hf a)t d&s'icmrc) cnd
iY‘SPHec/ them do Clncxl’mj-c lhe /;év}:@#uahm
radial discii minakion. fud eaL,uomj‘ ?M}?Orirﬂvh‘, i
esﬁabfqb,ed Jhe ANC cnd Mue Shic asthe aculhenke
yebreien fnhves o Jhe ‘oroac/ mqs/fr%ou/ c/a}fmrd
}«tcf(/e) and {-)ovecf I wasy {c/ e -ruylb ev advemce
41‘!6 olemociahic s}y.«jj]e 1 dinii ecunhy . 4nd
lagh bt net feaal»,lfnc, DeF;cm(c Cu'm}?ciﬁ'y Wes Jhe
Gfs} majo/ ajftt} o implement Jhe (cererm me rj.

/chlacm cnd b bulld & mass mevemenk

\Nlmlc,lbc, Rvenk ¢ f‘]'Sil Fan}dcea‘ e Grovt
nto ruAL.'.,aj {u,ilﬁe/ /fi/rilfvr Jciius 1:!(&.)&, Ciiminal
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L-C(L(V Aw‘t‘wdnm} ket cnd e Pc(.l;h'c gafci); A—c}-‘ Oy f?(:}//c, 4
! Juc

were in:}:?VCz/ infc @-ch{ccny Fv»’j/Ca}t/ un:,] L/)bc

CW»Q:c .

O fpe 26 June lcjss)”ﬂc 3"Jar.mvej A June -’-26‘;

C/(Nf/}'— LU“"\#!’/ who had beusme. ?;«Cﬁdcﬁ}’c% Sue BNC 1

1952 macie a qabcnal <l ;ﬂc‘m ous pecple fo

‘le kﬁ:?—‘fo‘/e.s at vime W Jhe evcmnjjcmo' c/ound

whych bea f:/q dhe L\islvjy c} Jhe Black mavts Shaggle

;‘V eed on weuld be velated cnd discused. ‘-ﬂ-u‘m

) O/Ofk.ma/'wc{\j’ ko frjh-f Candles s A Symbl
Jhe shait }C(?duwa' WJirch wedd never be

leinjuuhd ZCCM Iné. rad bearks cnd minds 7(@1/

{:eof;'c .

“The lafley L’aq 4 (‘j53 wilnened fhe ﬁeo’mﬂ}\“’)

A mere addhendl Jymjfcsrwe F clemocvalbic o:]c&nuairunr
o pecpe. .
Ckuj ICIS%i . f;encd' thnsive, Celd Wav

Gqoagl Jhe éCv«(,{- ul'”Cn‘ saw Jhe »/0'”"‘}‘0«‘1 ':jjiﬂL

'.gadh Tan Peu(c Lounc].

“The C R O]{JA’ whiel, L’\Czc} beep loanneci ¢
hed chisbencled gsc == reo/jam)fd teif

U"’Cfc’{jfl?uﬂc" and fecOnshhijd )'hcj/: ay Ihe
Vs
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S /r{ﬂ'Can Communist &k,

And as o resuf} 4 e more clelermnee
C!’};‘,;*S;”"gn *a Jhe 56}'—;(‘4016 f?efs«ym#x}im n} Volevs /HI
v let s ar whiet, dbe C abe. Cclw.;cr.“f:m}:'c werg b
be remeved fomipe Commen Vokss' Roll dire
<ol /(}ﬂc_an Colowed ﬂ-ccly’C,S %anijale‘v was

e 1 Scfalembﬂ/ i6j$3 unde/ dhe 1eac‘ﬂ’5‘lﬂf’: 7»
wer ke Eeijlé Seplember ¢ .Jolnnn) Gemas.
“Tne Sewlh Miein C"..Aj/e(s nf, Deevme cvafs wotis ]Lummf
i Ocldber 153, amd wes e /ond 4 dhe
merges bekwee, ne Jhb Gy 1gres 4 Demccraks Jbe
S ﬁrmjéch ijlon anc/ Ye Demcerakic Lnijuc'
“The huo new Caf:/Om'Sano'Js,")ame[ ) Jhe

1

SA Corapen D(mocm)i, and e SA leured
P’CO'HCJ Ojamq[»m/ JOﬁ.eihf/ wih the ANC ond
he SA!C} u:l'ec}ivc!] became knewor as e
Cor-j«e:; lvence .

While cu he subject 4 Jne ,fu.m hon °j %cc},\,k
Crgang s,alq'cns, menhon musl be made o] Jre
Fedevahon c% Sl hprees Wemen | and Jne $A”
Cf"jj'/ﬂ's LT Trade Unicns, — boedbr °j whicw
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beccime adjuoc}x c},,’lne CCﬂj-’C.U Allvaace .

Feds.avv was a nen-racial mjo'«i’zsahm whi ey
wads !lc)mec’ " A,bri) 1954 , and was cowfoxccl ma.y
/IL af%’l.‘akd we men’s j/o S, Amo.:j ik fmmdds were
Helen Jesef ,(eaj Mexcaclesr and [da Matwosa.

Wik Jhe (’c‘mﬁ 91 Jne lndushial Cenciliakion 4d’
which fyou)a'ed ,{y Jhe racial isahon 4 /rade wndns
%ww frade amicas which had beea ‘L/ﬂ;(rakcl ho
lhe Tadei ¢ Labeur &iun(i[/ end v’ac«aﬂj mixed
uinions which C{;}‘)L’SCO{ he newo }'OI'(]/ broke away

am Jhe TLC — whidr endared Jhe neL\:'JDOIa"zj
“These b/(akawcy Unions -lhen Jow:d wily e
Tlvan svae] Council r/f Kan - &Li/of»far) Trade Unicns
b Jotm # SACTG in Mach 198s,
“The lm‘;mlcnl Yring abeouf ShcTy was bhaf

i} «Ful(j cnd'oncd he r?Qthn[ 1Avdvem ens 4/mdc
Unjons — dhe w\a}onﬁj cf which Fad henally avededf
#Gln)ics a) lhe hme. And al 'k Maujﬁ:m’ ccn{eymce/
SACTU welcemed the Ce:zj.fcu .fJ'hc F—c\:/v'e)and
endorsed e sabmistics ¢ wotkes s/ ol evnand o
e be Mc‘.o/{:c‘-/akcj ‘,;:-ulbe FV?C(;(L.';‘) Cheiter
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The idea 4 Jhe Congtc[s'%ﬁfc fechle wos ka!
S}fﬁcfﬁtd bj 7»«? Z k. Mallbhews af a confercnce ?
Moo Caf:c. Provincial Ce;:a?.'cu / held m Ce':ﬁuﬂ 1953,
Uaamdwed' he scid whelles fne bme hed nct
come {w lhe %’Can Nuheoaal Corj.'as Jo cegsides Jhe
oyue&h‘cﬂ CINVeEnine e Coj!eu c} dne pfo{»’c7
f(’f’"df"}‘fj exil Jhe F)fola'c c’f SA stca’ I//es}afc)we
d vace ov c-clow)k: dvaw w b a F/cedu-n’

2 dnoter for Ihe clemccsake S hica d de fukre.
“he Cb-'\,@mne addbled ‘he f»'chSa)’und at ik
annual co'pﬁrmrc_ in, December IC{sa’ dre—pede the
ANC adopkd 1+ as well.

I wes w Ko, 1954 foaf fhe ANC ivitedS
200 ch'dm'_Sa)x'ons b send rebreseviahves fo «
{D(C(Miv\ 50'17[(/&'7(5 heid a} ’ran cal. AL b
(’.of\.)((/en(e a. Neahena| fehon Council was sei “’f’/
mMade wp o] 19 rc{we;ml-a/wa F\Jm each 4 Jhe
4 Sfmnscfhj O{Oém‘sqb‘m&. “The SPGMCTJ
orjomsakws weve dhe ANC  Jhe SAIC the COD
cnd Jhe 3 A Colourcd Pechle’s Organisabics.

Chief Lidineli wes Jhe cheiiman C? Jhe N#c
end dhe sccichkiat was macie of f \Kler e/

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



@ @ foo cec cc;/,.c.- e Ceal) wove clishibu fees 1y
cilllhe majes /an_guij!&
Cisulu <faLe/ fCH(uediy O Tombo aben Walks was
bonnccf)l, \{u;u)l C_a(b)a,l(c\&f Ihe Sdaic 5 Lionel
Rensten, 4 Jhe CoD C(Cf)(ared tiy Joec ;gl'ova W
Regsten wias Lc:med}; ancl Sk.nlcy Lotlem )0( SAcpa.
“Mhe fai mejer bedk ddbe NAC waslo
malce lhe whde coun}*»j awc/e o Jhe (O‘j-'ns
7»!51(’. /740}7/:) cis well as ko f?o’wlau?e i-. Ve g
“2v)<:[ ,J(newa was & macs i shrlouhen ¢ Jhe
Cel " v lhe €y addvates b all Saily
((.fn‘cawg) Black and Wiife. Hoe—eo GON
“ihe “Ca(("u:ﬂcd Je }cc/,zdo senct Jerr "
Cheyen lc?rc(mlal«\/a o e COP — whieh was ad:;{\
as a mce)}«j elecked /CF/ercn/ccAva o Jhe /m;,b/c_
uomcnj l-cjdll-c( -ﬁcm euejl J'U«,w; and vmc:je_,
,(Cl{m and 7(nc1—u7’ mine and ’C/agl, cnd Theef
and suburb . “The COf wadlg LL&CC"\7fCU whee
Ml woules speake frcely andl as equals, and whewe
line wowld cliscuss dhe c{/\anjq el muy be
mdde f Ushey v Ihe HAemocrahe S A 64 Jihe
q(&'wc.-— chcmga cind Aemeincls ek wouid
Le Ihgor}zcra-l-ecl inhe Jhe vaed'u.p Tlacules
,‘ﬁ{;c.-.,l (m,\ Jnre f)v(nkd waleqe]  hunclredts
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afmmfw’f‘ s wee (acid'as well as groch ehiscutfiions ~
oind (ncgsc-lmfnumc Convasiin ‘Tlnj cj.draf cim ,
Cf NAC was b "'jd Jhe /Kx;})lc, R S,Deat, fo/ A, emsclves.
e $c G’oinj ) 3n<_von<ej and demends wooyid be
,eamj CCH((.H(:{; and lhere 1n iy woould $eve as
a basis {o\( o‘v'a{«f-mj e Freeden Cincaler.

Sikch a mastve tute Yaquved e eilwblishmend
(rfcwho‘ai Gnd ICj)Ona, commiHees W all Jhe
maJO/ cenbres J Jboe coun , s wall asy be
eslablihment b local ccmmbecs. Andd m Sune
IC1$A' C[m.cjl Luhe called Ly Freedom
Volenlees 5o mate dbemrelves available ks Jhe

/

Cafja’nl'Z-t"rf CfJLyc e-am/au‘:j”' 7(0/ wh alevey wak
and whereves th Weve Vecpu..}e.a' ) &j 4o end
j WSZJ’ 0 oQo ‘vq/eedcm Volunkes urerc ava{)aé/c}
do

<.OF Quj JL,(_ C_am}vc:.j., }'u evcj Comner ¢ Joe

C{N? )

V(.j Jdemand made lAj e f{cf,fc ot Me
meehigs wee (eearded and eolated Fer
Ceasiderahon bj e COP jL.f Jhet  ivcline
mde freedonm Choder. And cae pY€ss v‘c)-»m%
slaled dinal {c/ mor\.ﬂ,g} the ocAcwncn dis heef
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locen {100(1«‘:17 mks Jhe Le&d&‘zuo'kd /]tfl«»e, COP on
sheek 4o ﬁom Scheal exercise Lcc/q) on e
docy-eared 60’&,{75 /va.l;.e/ and on s!.‘}:s
A {/om fea/(ch c;f Jue CoP. ‘g_ s wcj,-
lihe d(mo’nd() " c.o{[yc. akd v bhe Cina‘k/) weuld
\/C;{fec,f’ lhe visicnsd « .ﬁ;/urc, sociehs )L'/Lc-’eo'

buwcirds fonn crdinany men cndd women ead nd)
imlaos-cd 7(0m e foF.

“Toe Caga diclepe war beid on e
8% Clnnwersco the QLM June 1956 — 12 on Jie
%'”/LQ‘[ June 1955 ad ’Ch[o!uun.ﬁe: size
%Jw_ Ce:mj/asr was  lemen katie (w LE8EY
Jdcjalc; allencied lbe C@P, E(iuav remeidcatle

' , and feedw
wese Jhe rc/mmb‘on.r made }W (/'OUf'tij Joc, 7
ddiﬁalq, MGVj do{(ﬁaﬁu haveiled {o‘f\]
d/slcmcesl bad abedd &co ddcﬁa#: were.
‘Iwcw.'nkd j e fo’rce fom /<acfu‘nj Ihe venue.

“The Col vas a celor Jul jalbwmj Ranas!
(fon’ meng deecqales; were Congrets Colows. Befde_
We d Cjalq cAiscuned the Choder avrds
weac preenkd fo Tedhey Toevor [Juclcﬂa)c,n’ ¢ ko
By Peadoc ¢ Chae ) wiaul .
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* Each seches cf,lbe Chovter was read
discuned b of;calce.«:/ and lvncz!‘j aduj,kdbj
the odleicgaks. Abhosgh de freceadings were
MJC//H'PKFJ' f?jjt“ef /’O/l«".)u\bo cchfr‘{unkd lome
7&(;»«)\}:@ 011 lilerake | Ibe Chobev was ﬁwaﬂ]
adeprd .

“Toe COP war e most /ogeﬁm#‘a (ve
ja!(ae.'m:/ ever do Jake }3."a<c (n A . Ned cn‘j
ofd e Cop jlvé (5e & o new S/:m-ﬂ ‘
enlhusicm cpnd oy Solidule g he eveyGniyaliona
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- The Freedom Charter

adopted at the Congress of tTie People on 26 June 1955

F

‘THL PEOPLE SHALL SHARZ IN THE COUNTRY'S WEALTH!

e % N
b ’ o

Robben iend

ALL SHALL ENJOY HUMAN RIGHTS!

AMONG THOSE WHO
WORK IT!

/]

ALL SHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW

THERE SHALL BE HOUSES, SECURITY AND COMFORT!

ALL NATIONAL GROUPS SHALL HAVE EQUAL RIGHT S1

s ?‘_" ~*C8EDOO!-SOR

e e p— : LEARNING AND CULTURE SHALL B
Sl OPENED ¢ LL BE

THERE SHALL BE PEAC_ AND FRIENDSHIP!

VISUAL
ACTION

production
Let all who love their people and their country now say, as we say here:
THESE FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR, SIDE BY SIDE, THROUGH-
OUT OUR LIVES UNTIL WE HAVE WON OUR LIBERTY.

10 RMC it 11007 Portiand Place 37 Jorlssen 5t araamtontain 2017 Jre Printed Dy Sham s Printers Benomt Cotel gnoto thanis v City Frasy
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THE FREEDOM CHARTER:

1985 is the 30th anniversary of the Freedom Charter.It's demands have still
not been met.Next year these demands will ring in the ears of South

Africa's rulers,If they ignore them.I984 will be repeated.And no amcunt

of repression will stop that. -Saspu National Editorial Dec ISB84.
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A, INTRODUCTION:

It was in June 1953 at the Cape Provincial Conference of the African
National Congress at Cradock that Prof. Z.K, Mathews came up with the
idea of a freedom charter,This idea could not have emerged at a more

appropriate hour,Because of definite historical limitations it simply
could not have been conceived in the 30's and 40's,

From the period following the adoption of the Programme of Action,we
witnessed an enormously exciting development when the ANC emerged as a
broad mass organisation working in close alliance with progressive trade
unions and peasant organisation in the countryside.Numerous mass-based
campaigns spearheaded by the ANC and sister organisations of the Congress
Alliance had proved beyond doubt, the power of united mass action.

These early I850's campaigns culminated in the great Defiamce campaign of
1852 when thousands of South Africans of all colour defied South Africa'’s
unjust laws andcourted imprisonment.It was a massive demonstration that
the people were ready to seize power and dismantle the entire machinery
of oppression and exploitation.The people were not only shouting
"Mayibuye 'iAfrica",but were demanding "Freedom in our lifetime".The
concept-freedom-had become a household word.Although the overwhelming
feeling at the time was that freedom was imminent,the type of freedom
yearned for was not clearly spelt out

It was against this historical background that Prof., Z.K. Mathews proposed
as a matter of urgency the need for a declaration outlining the type of
freedom aspired to.,I want to underline that the idea of a charter of freedom
was a product of the objective reality in South Africa.To divorce it from
the concrete conditions at the time and seeing it as an invention by a
single leader,is a failure to see the historical significance of the
document that emerged at Kliptown in 1955,
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The Cradock Conference endorsed the proposed idea unanimously,The final

B.PREPARATIONS FOR THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE:

decision to draw up a freedom charter,was taken at the National Conference
held in Queenstown in December I853.From there the idea was discussed and
accepted by all other sister organisations of the Congress Alliance,ie

The S,A.Indian Congress,the Coloured People's Congress and the Congress of
Democrats.All that remained to be done was the formulation of definite
structures which would be used to transmit the idea to the people~the
final arbiters.It was important that 211 the people 2nd not anly the
Congress Alliance organisations,state how they see the South Africa of
their dreams,Who knows better the deplorable conditions of exploitation
and harassment in the factory than the worker himself;Who would relate
best the terrible effects of the Group Areas Act,pass raids,racist educa-
tion and forced removals,other than the oppressed and exploited themselves?
Nobody can explain better the effects of landlessness and squatting on
farms than the peasant himself.It was then the peoples's responsibility

to outline their vision of a future South Africa,

To pursue this ideal,an ad hoc committee was set up,called the National
Action Committee for the Congress of the People(NACOP)This committee had
to ensure that I)All South Africans were informed as to what was to take
place and 2)that regional structures,independent of any of the Conmgress
structures were formed.The people themselves had to set up their own local
committees in the urban and rural areas.lt was to be these area committees
that were to send their own delegation to the conference.They would not be
representing the ANC,SAIC,CPC or the COD.

Volunteers would go around to facilitate the work of the local committees
in compiling the demands of the people.These were hectic times,particul-
arly if one takes into account the fact that the government was not relax-
ing.They were aware that the campaign was also a politicising event.The
Congress organisations were being taken to every home in South Africa.This
worried them.Already the people of Sophiatown were giving the government

a terrible headache,The most popular slogan there at the time was:
Asihambi Esophia.Once people say "Over our dead bodies",a signal is given
that the government's on it's way out.I am sure that the foremost demand
put douwn by the people of Sophiatown was:"We want proper housing,security

and comfort and an end to forcrd removals and ressettlements."

Another aspect which worried the S.A. government was the publication of
the following three booklets:

I)The country we live inj;
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2)The world we live inj

3)There's need for change;

All three were intended to assist the NACOP in the campaign and at the
same time serve as eye-openers to the cadreship and the oppressed,
exploited and fighting people of this country.The first booklet dealt with
the structures and evils of the apartheid system.The second booklet sought
to persuade our people to invest confidence in the success and final triump
of the national democratic movement.They had to understand that oppression
and exploitation was not unigue to S.A.;Peopie have suffered in other
countries like Asia,latin America and Europe,;but by their ouwn efforts

some of these people's have since attained their liberation.Indeed the
face of the world had dramatically changed by this time.India was free,
China was free,the Soviet Union was consolidating it's socialist revolution
and popular peoples organisations in Africa,the then Indo-China,Middle
East,Eastern Europe and Latin America were mounting massive counter blouws
against Imperialism,Some of the leaders of the Congress Movement had been
to some of these countries and brought back messages of solidarity and
support for the great people of South Africa.This was very much inspiring.
If people in other parts of the world have been able to achieve freedom
and set out documents similar to the one which we were campaigning for,
what on earth could ever stop us?This was the prevailing mood as cadres
moved from one area to another distributing questionaires. The demand of
the third booklet i.e. there's a need for change was therefor heartily
endorsed by the people.

One can immediately see that the three booklets were very pertinent to the
campaign for the Congress of the people.The huge rallies which were
organised throughout the country also bore testimony to the fact that the
people-black and white-had declared war on apartheid.

C.The Congress of the People:

The formation of the South African Congress of Trade Unions on the eve

of the Congress of the People strengthened the campaign and facilitated
access to the progressive working class.A great stride.All sections and
classes outside the ruling clique were now geared for the big day at
Kliptown.For the first time in the history of the liberation struggle,the
heroic people of South Africa~black and white-mounted a demonstration that
has continued to this day-thirty years after Kliptown-to be a source of
inspirarion to the national democratic front,They came in their thousands
from every nook and corner of South Africa.They came by cars,bus, truck and
cart.They came on foot,on horseback,by bicycle and by train.They were

accredited delegates from their respective areas carrying demands for a
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pevple's South Africa.These demands,some of which were scribbled with lead
pencil,were hung on the walls of the hall for everyone to see.Some of the
delegates had never set foot in an urban area.It was an experience.

The spirit was so high that people were not even bothered by the police
harassment.It had been anticipated that they would do everything within
their power to stop,waylay,harass and provoke the delegates at the Congress.
They were bitterly disappointed and had to return to base with bleeding
noses and tails between the legs,

All the demands were thoroughly discussed and overwhelmingly adopted.One

by one.It was a real peopleis activity,The preamble of this ever green
document set the tone immediately-without any apologies-as to who the
people are.lt pointed out that "We,the people of South Africa,declare for
all and the world to know that South Africa belongs to all who live in it-
black and white....."This aspect of the declaration was and still is impor-
tant in so far as it underlines the pertinent point that as much as blacks
are not ideologically homogeneous,so is the case with whitesjthat the
concept people in the context of struggle refers to all those classes,
social groups and individuals who have been rallied under the banner of a
non-racial democracy,whether they be black or white.....The preamble
demonstrates the degree of political maturity of the people of this country.
The ability to rise above "colour politics" in a situation that is highly
charged with racial hatred.What I am saying was displayed at Kliptown some
thirty years ago when three prominent leaders were awarded "Isithwalandwe"
prize in recognition of their dedication to the cause of liberation.Those
three leaders were:Chief Albert Luthuli,Dr. Yussuf Dadoo and Father
Huddleston.-the latter being a white man.In certain circles he was dis-
missed as a fraud who had been planted to hijack the African struggle.

That lonely voice was heard at Kliptown in I855 from certain individuals
who subsequently led the PAC breakaway in I958-1953.But it was severly
stramgulated by the masses who had been taught politics,not at universities

and high schools,but through practical confrontatiom with the oppressor,

Father Huddleston stayed with these people,suffered with them,went to gaol
with them and above all confronted the Nationalist government with them.
Where else must a man prove his worth in this struggle fer a birthright.
Huddleston was declared a national hero,not by the Anc,COD,CPC or SACTU,
but by the broad masses of the people.That was a declaration of recognition
which the pr_amble and the entire charter endorse.
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D.A PEOPLE'S CHARTER:

The concept "people" pervades the entire document under discussion.Else-
where in this paper,l have attempted a running definition of what "people"
mean in the context of the national democratic movement,l am now going

to introduce an additional dimension in terms of which I shall try to

to vindicate the position that the Freedom Charter is not 8 glass
document,I am going tc assert that once you make use of the concept "people'
in the context of the national democratic struggle,you immediately usher

us into a compromise position/situation,We are in an arena of class all-
iance~-a class compromise,All the existing classes and social groups
(Christians,Moslems,intelligentsia for instance) havgxg;gaght together

for purposes of conducting the national democratic struggle.There is no
question of playing one class against another.The emphasis is on national
unity and the immediate goal of all the classes and social groups in the
alliance is the attainment of a popular people's republic in which all
those classes and social groups which had been rallied in the course of the
struggle will have full participation.The Freedom Charter will certainly
usher in that sort of republic.It will not be a republic based on the
dictatorship of either the working class or the bourgeoisie.On the contrary,
it will be a people's dictatorship.l am likely to sound provocative on

this point,and I can only hope that I am sufficiently so.For it has been
argued in the past,that the Charter is nothing else but a working class
(socialist) document.Amongst the champions of that school of thought,are
members of the Nationalist government,It was from that point of view that
in I956,they proscribed the Charter as a communist document and the entire
leadership of the Congress Movement was put behind bars and prosecuted.
Whilst I am prepared to admit that the government of this country has taken
it upon itself to dub as communist all popular people's organisations,at
the same time I do not want us to lose sight of the fact that the Freedom
Charter is not properly understood by a very large number of white people
in this country,particularly those who are still under the spell of the
Nationalist Party.This had become evident in interviews with prominent
aovernment personalities on Robben Island.Hence the hysteria whenever the

Freedom Charter is the issue.

There is however another position that asserts quite vicifeously that the
Charter is simply a bourgeois declaration.,It is an anarchronism of our
time and bears no relevance in what they see to-day as a purely working
class revolution for the dictatorship of the proletariat.It is an ultra
left position which of course,finds common ground with the ultra-right to

distort and assualt the freedoms enshrined in this document,
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Both views seek to attach class conotations to the Charter.To my mind,this
fallacy is generated,inter alia,by a lack of understanding of the history
of the Charter and as long as we attempt to seperate this document from
it's historical context and see it in abstpbact as a creation of a single

mind,so long will we remain addicted to distortions and falsifications.

The Freedom Charter emerged at-a very exciting period in the history of tt
national democratic struggle.The ANC in particular has matured into a brosz
mass movement,mobilieing and uniting all sections of the oppressed and
exploited without any sense of discrimination in terms of class cutlook.
In that spirit,volunteers who were assigned the task of popularising the
Congress of the People were not inspired by any class bias.They visited
factories,compounds,mines,churches,schools,universities,shops and business
houses in the township and elsewhere.,They went to farm workers and talked
to peasants in the country side.Various organisations~religious and sports
etc were approached and asked to make their own demands.l agree hundred pe
cent that the working class has and will always be the backbone of our
struggle.And I agree that by reason of it's overwhelming strength in the
national democratic movement,there is bound to be a working class bias all
along the line of popular struggle.But in spite of it all,we must refuse
to ascribe a class character to a document whose historical background

shouts so loudly against such a position.

Rll peoples programmes anywhere in the world,spring from a given objective
reality.0Once it has been hatched out the particular programme cannot be
detached from it's historical incubator.For was it not meant,not only to
project the ideal society,but also-and this is extremely important-to
influence the situation in favour of the accomplishment of the ideal.You
can take any programme from the Communist Manifesto of 1848 to the Freedom
Charter,one eye will always be focussed on the present and the other on

the future.,The position,therefor,is simply that the Freedom Charter,to be
of any relevance,had to influence the objective reality in South Africa.
African Nationalism-the ideology of the national movement of the time-was
the main mobilising vehicle.How could it then,have produced a purely class
programme?Incidentally,at that time the ANC was also taking practical steps
ta contact other liberation movementss in a rural Africa which had if any
vwery little sympathies with left wing politics,wouldn't a working class
programme have alienated our struggle from the rest of the continent?
Certainly that would have been sectarian and suicidal.,Again the Charter

had to influence the Western world and enhance the credibility of the pop-
ular struggle against the apartheid regime-a position which would have been

severly weakened had the people of South Africa come up in I855 witha
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document espousing the dictatorship of the proletariat.The socialist world
and the Peoples Republics in Eastern Europe would likewise have lost interes
in our struggle if the Freedom Charter had turned out to be a purely
bourgeois programme.Except for imperialists and outright reactionaries,the
Freedom Charger is seen by the entire progressive mankind internationally
as the most ideal document to have emerged in this country.It has influences
not only the internal situation,but has succeeded in it's almost 30years

of existence to mobilise world opinion against the racist government.It

is a charm of the United Nations.

It is a document of minimum and maximum demands-maximum for the progressive
bourgeoisie which is a component element in the struggle,and minimum for
the working class.In other words,the bourgeoisie will not strive for more
than is contained in the Charter,while the working class will have suff-
icient cause to aspire beyond those demands.What happens after the imple -
mentation of the Peoples Charter-i.,e.whether there is a socialist democracy
or not-will certainly depend on the strength of the working class itself

in the class alliance that we call a Peoples democracy.lf the working class
is strong enough,then a transition into a class democracy will be easily
effected.At that point in time,there will be a re allignment of forces.
Mobilisation will be on a purely class basis and the working class ideology
will constitute the engine of the transition.But if,on the other hand,the
working class has not been prepared for this historical role and is thus
weak in the Peoples Democracy,the bourgeoisie will turn the tables.,At that
time it will be a relapse to pure capitalist relations of production.So the
Freedom Charter takes the working class a step nearer it's historical goal)
whilst it does not temper much with the Bourgeois order.

It is no piece-meal social engineering and given a chance to be implemented
the present system based on injustice and inequality must immediately give
way.The type of government it envisages is a totally new democracy."The
People shall govern",it declares uneguivocally.The pertinent implication
behind this assertion is that our country has nsuer enjoyed a democracy

in which all it's peoples have equal rights and equal opportunities.The
entire power structure is based on economic,political and social domination
of the biggest majority.It is a mechanism of deprivation propped up by Hg
capital to perpetuate the life~-span of the ruling cligue.Representation imn
the racist parliament in Cape Town is based on colour and property.The

vast majority of our people have absolutely no say in the running of their
country,It is im this racist parliament where all the anti~people legis-
lation is unleashed and we have no way of protecting ourselves other than

engaging in militant and popular resistance.The Freedom Charter will
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countenance this sort of situation.,It makes the point that every person
black and white above the age of IB years will have the right to vote for
a candidate of his own choice or be voted to Parliament to represent his
constituency without regard to colour,race or creed.

The present Provincial and Municipal administrations will not be left un-
scathed since they are ready gadgets at the service of the cliquist par-
liament to entrench injustice and inequality,All the by-laws that they
process are intended to entrench racial and economic domination.These
inmnstitutions, therefor,remain anti-people and should naturally not see the
light of day once the people start governing.They will be replaced by popu.
ar institutions which will be geared to come to terms with the interests

and aspirations of the people as a whole.

The bantustans.management committess and all other puppet creations which
have been imposed on our people to?olice,menace and maime them on behalf
of the supermaster in Cape Town shall be dismantled forthwith.,No institutic
that carries some racial tag of some sort will meo% be destroyed.All clique
shall have been dissipated and the peoples' will shall bear sway.

"The wealth ofthe country,the heritage of all South Africans,shall be
resored to the people."Monopoly industry and banks shall be nationalised

to ensure that all our people have a share of the national cake.,That is not
the situation at the present moment,0nly a handful gormandises the fruits
of the sweat and blood of millions of South Africanms.They toil at the
harbours loading bales of wool to overseas marketand go home im the evening
without even a decent coat to protect themselves against the elements.That
is the irony of life in a racist South Africa where capitalism has
developed to the highest stage of monopoly.,In such an economy,the position
of the working class in particular becomes unenviable.A deplorable
situation where just a couple of men are in control of the lives of million
of people.They can't escape the fatal grip of the monopolists.In the mines
it is the same man.You run away and go to the textile imdustry only to meet
the same man,He is running a big industrial empire under different names,
Eventually his economic strength will affect the political,social

spiritual and even the family lives of the vast toiling masses.He is not
only the captain of industry.He has alsoc become the captain of our destimie:
There can never be social justice in such a situation.Exploitation is
intemse amnd the pauperisation of the masses is sharp,The Freedom Charter
sets us at ease here,particularly the working class,This clause pinpoimts
an injustice in the production and distribution of of our wealth and offers

to redress the situation,
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But this unfairness in the handling of the material resources of our rich
countrTy does not end there.In the countryside,one finds huge tracts of lanc
talled farms whose ownership is in the hands of a small landed gentry,

Some of them do not even stay at these farms except for certain evenings
when they have thought of a braai out in the farms.They own large mansions
and castles in the urban areas.They don't work on these farms.They have
employed white managers and enlisted the services of squatters (African
and coloureds)These squatters till the land and tend the stock of the
"oroot baas" whe may be basking somewhere inm Mauritius.They do no:t ocuwn the
land and the laws of the country are such that tthey don't,

Againythe unfairness does not end with the sguatters.There are these
villagers which are dotting a large part of our own country.The biggest

outcry there is land-hunger.These people have been given small pieces of
land and the economy is purely subsistence,The land is often barren and
unproductive,The best land in the country and the biggest slice of all land
is by legislation of the racist parliament)white—owned.Consequently these
people die of starvation in the midst of plenty.Th2 Freedom Charter addresse
itself to the plight of our rural people when it says:"The land shall be
shared amongst those who work on it.,"It shall not allow anybody to be in
possession of huge farms and large mansions at one and the same time,It
envisages an equitable re-distribution of land amongst those who work on it.
And as long as land is privately owned without the governmemt having any
say in the matter,so long will people starve and die.The present system

of land tenure is a creation of the cliquest parliament and therefor anti-

people.It must be changed,so says the Freedom Charter,

"There shall be houses,security and comfort."Yes.The Socuth African govern-
ment must be held responsible for deliberately leaving our people unhoused,
They and their supporters in big monopoly industry have never taken any
interest in seeing to it that the millions who are oozing blood from every
pore deep down in the bowels of the earth,in industry and on the monopoly
farms are accorded the status of human beings by being decently housed.
They were not interested to know where and how the workers slept.All that
matters with them is simply that these toiling men and women are back at
wortk on time the following day to create wealth for them.How they came to
werk and how they went back to their "homes" never bothered the ruling
classes.Right up tothe present moment, the South African goverrment still

‘--_-_________________________________________..........-------u-uunn_ulﬂl-lﬂl-'
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evinces the same frame of mind.There are slums throughout the country.One
white teacher in a African school in East London,looking through the windouw
at one of the most sordid slums of South Africa,once remarked:"Man-0Only
goodness knows how you can survive in that squalor.I can die within a
minute there,boy."That is the situation throughout South Africa,but the
working class emerged from these:;situations and made their way to Kliptown
through,police cordons,to demand houses.The demand still stands.They know
that the South African government would house them if it were not devoting
large sums of money in maintaining a vast army of young men who must shoot
to kill once the workers make their legitimate demands.They zre maintaining
a huge well-equiped police force who.are equally ready to shoot the hell out
of the working class.Every year new vans and hippos will be seen parading
the street,

The People must remain unhoused.But the puppets who are greaseboys of the
machinery of oppression and exploitation must be decently housed.Look at

the "mayoral palaces" of the "councillors" and the large mansions of puppet
"presidents" and "ministers" in the homelands,the BMW and Mercedes Benz

ysome of which are sponsored by the big monopoly companies which are amassine
huge profits by squeezing life out of millions of unhoused workers,The -
people have no houses,But in a democratic Peoples South Africa,there shall

be houses because the peoples government will be people~orientated,

What about "security and comfort"?We don't have them and we never had them.
Pass raids at any hour of the day.The policeman has a license to wake you up
at midnight without any eye to decency and privacy and demand a pass.There

is absolutely no security and invariably no comfort.,The Freedom Charter

seeks to restore our human right to housing,security and comfort.That is

why it explicitly states that passes shall be abolished forthwith and all
identity documents will be tha same for all Socuth Africans,

From whatever angle you view apartheid,it remains the sams thing.-a state-
ment of evil.When a man denies you =ven such basic things as education

angd cultural development,then you start wondering why some people else-
where in the world still accord him some measure of recognitiom.The Nats
and those who support them have taken education as a weapon in their hands
to maintain the relations of domination at all levels.In a single inter-
grated economy,they had devised a system ofi education to de-educate the
majority of the oppressed and exploited to maintain the myth of white
superiotity.Verwoerd never minced his words when he piloted the Bantu
Education Act at the very time when the great people of this country were
preparing for the Congress of the People.It had to be that type of edi-

cation which would prepare the black man for the position of"thatha-lapha
ubeke-laphas"
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Inferior because you are semi-human,You cannot attain to the level of
intellectual and cultural advancement of the white man.After all you

never even had a culture,

I am not going to allude to the present crisis in education except just

to say it merely vindicates the relevant ctause.in the Freedom Charter
which completely destroys the myth of racist education as we see it to-day,
Education shall be intergrated,free and compulsory.It will not be used as

8 means to advance the material and spirituz) ceontent of life in 2 country
whose people shall have been re-united.The education of the child shall be
the responsibility of the state.For how can one speak in terms of "compul-
sory¥ education,as we often hear the bantustan captains say,when the entire
expense of taking the child to school remains the task of the parent,

All National Groups shall have egual rights.

There is no refence here to the "creation of four nations-whites,Africans
Coloureds and Indians" as some detractors of the Charter would want us

to believe.In the first place let us correct the silly notion of mations
"Creation",Some time back,I was told by someone that Tshaka was engaged in
a process of building a "Zulu Nation" when he was assassinated.] am not
happy with this friend's observation.I hold the view that building or
creating a nation is and cannot be an individual's or individuals' respon-
sibility.To my mind this approach sounds metphysical and therefor unscien-
tific and misleading.Yes,individuals can and do build bridges.But if they
can do the same with nations,I am not convinced,

Nation building(creation) must be seen in terms of economic forces at play.
It is a historical process organised by forces other than man who merely
becomes a2 catalyst in an on-going process which he can delay but not stop.
I am impressed by thz definition that a nation is a historically constituted
group of people who stay within the same geographical boundaries, speak the
same or similar languages,have the same or similar history,have the same

or similar culture,have the same or similar psychological outlook,and who
live under the same economic system.

I am ill at ease with the notion-"Okay,folks.Let's build a nation or four
nations along these linss."And then s nation or four nations are created,
The economic factor,to my mind,determines the constitution of various
peoples into a single national entity.Man merely promotes or retards the
process.The most positive contribution of capitalism in South Africa,for
instance,has been the complete destruction of tribal loyalties amongst the
African people.There is no economic basis for the entrenchment of tribalism
to-day.Without capitalism the founding fathers' song in I8I2:;"Zulu,Mxhosa,
Msuthu manyanani(Unite) would bear no meaning.It's the capitalist economy

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



V2

which made the slogan to-day's reality.And I want to believe that the
process of intergration has not stopped with the Africans,for instance.
Under one economic system there is no way that even broader intergration
is stunted.Were it not for the reactionary legislation which hampers

interaration and constitution at this level3 I am sure that we could have
been near accomplishment,
The Charter,being far ahead of the apartheid regime as it is,does mot and

cannot envisage any separate nations.,All it did was to take cognizance

of concrete factors in terms of which egquality was and is dislrivuted in
distributed in terms of race and colour.It does not take a utopian poise,
that colour differences shall not be there.,All it seeks to assert is that
the colour of your skin shall not be used in any way against or for you in
practically all aspects of life.We have to be realistic and always remember
that we are not going to Icaria or some other utopian island.The baby

South Africa that is about to be born musy)and will bear it's birthmarks
from the parent apartheid.This phenomenon is universal and has been
witnessed even in purely working class revolutions.,The Freedom Charter,in
the circumstances, takes the position of a midwife who must have at hand

all the necessary gadgets for the safe delivery of the child,and who must
also understand the dslicate nature of removing certain unwanted things

with which the child came out from the mother.To assume that the baby will we
delivered neat and dry is to adopt the position of the most hopeless quack,
The Charter steers clear of that stupor,That is why it even goes to the
extent of stating that the right of all people to "develop their oun folk
culture and customs" shall be defended.One is reminded here of the Chinese
situation where there was a multiplicity of cultures.The question was-

what is to be done to evolve a single Chinese culture?And the answer was
that you must allow a humdred flowers to blossom and a thousand thoughts
contend,That was not in any way a suggestion for ethnicity.No.For even here
in South Africa nothing is going to dissapear overnight-except apartheid.
Certain people will still wear certain dresses and certain people will still
demand lobola with all that it entails for their daughters.All that is re-
quired is that your Afrikaans poems and Hindu dance and dress do not advance
sectarianism and ethnicity because the Charter sees that as a2 crime against
the People.The material conditions will be such that all cultures are
developed towards the emergence of a single Sputh African culture eventually,
The Charter forbids the advancement of a culture that is incompatible with
the progress of the Peoples Democracy.Rlready one does observe a
trenctgeesrds the mycegenation of cultures in South Africa,and such a
process have been long in advance in a democratic non-racial setting where

people mix freely,inter-marry and go to the same schools.,
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1 admired Winnie Mandela's traditional garb which was a combination of

predominantly all traditional garbs,That is cultural grouwth,Under favous-
able conditions,it can compete with other traditional dresses till the best
wins the admiration of all South Africans.Not overnight of course.It is
going to be a long historical process,
Finally,it is not true to say that the Charter advances the "creation" of
any "four nations"0On the contrary,it is a catalyst in the process of the
emergence of a single,united democratic people's South Africa.
Let us imagine a situation where recidential areas are not allocated
according to race and colour,uwhere people attend the same schools,where all
people have free movement of association and can trade where they like,
where delimitation of electoral constituencies is not determined according
to race and colour,where there is no tricameral parliament and bantustans.
Where there is peace and friendship,uvhere imprisonment shall be for serious
crimes against the people and where all laws that smack of the slightest
trait of raciazlism shall be abolished.It may sound quite idealistic when
considered in the light of what is going on in South Africa to-day.But
that is the firm message enshrined in the Freedom Charter,
It is a condition for peace and friendship,not only inside South Africa
which has been rendered strange to peace for over three centuries,but also
with our mneighbours in Southern Africa particularly with Swaziland,Lesotho
and Botswana which were threathened with annexa tion by South Africa when
we went to Kliptown.Once internal peace and security have been achieved,
then the great people of South Africa will strive for international security
and world peace,It will be a genuine undertaking not inspired by any sense
of insecurity and fear as is the case with the men and women presently in
Pretoria,who are mismanaging our beloved motherland.
Though we shall adopt the poise of non-allignment,we shall nonethe less
project the anti-imperialist attitude of the Charter.May this document
remain the source of inspirationm it is till the dawn of that great day,
which shall be given a name by those who shall see it,It shall be called the
Peoples Day of South Africa.

Steve Tshuete

S e
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Disc 3 FC file: tool story: FC as an organising tool

For the last few vyears the major task for democratic South
Africans has been the building of popul ar mass based
organisations in all sectors. How can the Freedom Charter help

us in this task?
Steve Tshete (say who he is) has said:

“"The Freedom Charter belongs to the people of South Africa.
Everyone of those ten points in the Charter can be used to rally
our people anywhere in South Africa.”

EBut to use the Freedom Charter toc rally cur people and to build
our organisations is not something that happens automatically.

We cannot just hand out copies of the Charter

and expect
mobilisation and organisation to occur.

What kind of document is the Freedom Charter?

The Freedom Charter (FC) is the recorded voice of the struggling
people of South Africa. 7To use it in tRe task of organising we
need to understand exactly what kind of document it is.
use a spoon to cut meat.
document it is not.

You can’t
We also need to know what sort of

The FC is not in itself a Programme of Action. A programme of
action 1is a plan of action. It sets down tasks for particular
groups of people. A programme of action also often makes
deadlines, the times by which these tasks must be completed. It
sets out methods of work. Programmes of action are essential
organising tools. We need to spell out the different steps

and stages involved in our various tasks. We also need
programmes of action to assess how our work is going. Are we
falling behind? Are we on time? The preparations for and the
organising of the Congress of the People, for instance, involved
many Programmes of Action. But the document that emerged from

the 1955 Congress of the FPeople - the Freedom Charter, is not a
programme of action.

That is not a weakness of the Freedom Charter. You don’'t blame a
spoon for not being a knife. All this may seen obvious , but too
often activists allow their ethusiasm for the FC to blind them
about the need for other kinds of programmes too. Al though the
FC is not a programme of action, the general demands that it

lays down should certainly inspire all programmes of action in
our struggle.

The FC is also not in itself a party or organisational programme.
The FC was not drawn up by any specific organisation. It was not
even drawn up by the Congress Alliance, although this alliance
made the Congress of the Feople and the FC possible. The FC was
‘made by the tens of thousands of South Africans, from all parts of
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our country. It emerged from the people’'s

) A struggles and
aspirations.

A party or organisational political programme is a more developed
statement of position. It will spell out not just the aims of
the organisation. It will also indicate the broad strategy and
tactics of the organisation in seeking to win these aims.
Although the FC is not this sort of document, it should guide
all such programmes of progressive organisations.

The FC is the recorded voice of the masses of our/people, It is
one of the most valuable tools we have in our struggle.
tried to argue, however, that it also important to understand

what the FC is not. Some supporters of the FC fail to see that we

We have

also need programmes of action and clear organisational
programmes. The FC does not replace these different kinds of
programmes.

Eut let us now look at the positive role the FC can

. and 1is
playing in organisational work.

The FC - is a rallying call for different sectors of struggle

In the +first place the FC provides read -made guidelines for
sectors of our struggle. When Azaso meets Ffor its Annual
Congress in Soweto, let us say, it meets under a big banner: " Let

the Doors of Learning and Culture Be Dpen"

That same slogan dominates the Nusas July Festival in Durban and

the Annual General Meeting of Cosas. Three different
organisations working in the general sector of education are able
to turn to that particular clause of the FC. In addressing the issues

arbund which they must build organisations, they are able to look
closer at the specific demands under the general heading of
Lerning and Culture etc.

We can see from this that the FC is able to provide general

guidlines to specific organisations. We can also see that it
provides the basis for a general working UNITY between different
organisations - Losas, Nusas and Azaso - all working in the

general sector of education.

The same unifying organisational function can be seen in the
recent experience in the Western Cape. In this region, the Cape
Housing Action Committee (Cahac) has adopted the FC, and it is
using the Charter demand: YHousing, Security and Comfort" as its
main slogan. Cahac organises in the Coloured group areas. At
the seme time the Western Cape Civic Association (WCCA), which
organises in the African townships, is guided by the FC. The
WCCA and the Anti-forced Removal Committee of the UDF (W.Cape) are
at present struggling against the government’s plan to force &all
Africans in the W. Cape to move to Khayelitsha. This committee
has adopted as its slogan the same charter demand for "Housing

9
Security and Comfort".

N
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Here we can see how the FC lays the basis for organisational co-
operation between different areas. It is inspiring the struggle
of Cahac against poor housing conditions in the Coloured areas,
and the struggle of the WCCA and the UDF Anti~forced Removals
Committee against the Khayelitsha removals.

Unity across sectors

We have so far considered ways in which the FC can promote
organisaional co-operation between different organisations working

in the same general sector (education and housing are the

two
examples used).

But the FC also has the potential to promote unity across

sectors. Here is a letter from a student which he wrote last vear
to the people administering his bursary:

see Feetham lecture

The struggle for better education and the struggle for
and security are not unconnected. It would be a mistake for
comrades in Cosas, for instance, to only concern themselves with
the demand for the "Doors of learning and culture to be opened”.
Everyone of those ten clauses in the FC are linked together.
When we seek to develop and build our organisation it is correct
to conceptualise on the most specific demand related to the

particular sector of work. But we should never lose sight of the
links with other sectors of the struggle.

housing,

Ry 1linking together a SERIES of demands the

enormously useful guideline Ffor organisatinal
sectors.

FC provides an
unity across

The FC and our style of work

The first and most important demand of the FC is that "The

Shall Govern." It 1is this demand that comes first,
demand that summarises all the others.

Feople
and is the

But 1if this is our number one demand, it must surely tell us
about HOW in the present we should be organising. I+ one day the
people are to govern, ordinary working class people must be

developing skills, knowledge, confidence . Leaderhip in our
organisations must be drawn from the working masses. To ensure
this our style of work must be democratic. All members of our

organisation must know that the organisations are THEIRS, that
they are jointly responsible for the organisations.

Democracy is not just the right to vote for parliament once every
four years. Full democracy means that the majority of the people

have an ongoing say 1in all aspects of their 1lives - in “he
communities where they live, 1in the places where they work, in
the factories, mines or on the land, in the schools where they
learn. In all these places working class people, the great

majority in our country, need to have a dominant, ongoing and
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meaningful say.

Charter discpline

In considering the question of democracy it is important to tackle
a prevailing error. Sometimes activists speak of themselves as
being under "Charter Discipline". If this means their actions are
guided in general by the FC, then that is a good thing. But they
should use different words, because this is not a case of being
under "discpline". The FC is, of course, not an organisation!
It is only by being directly answerable to the members and rules
and reputations of the people’'s organisations that one can

speak
of being under "discipline". In some cases people use the term
"being under Charter discipline" to avoid the discipline of our
mass democratic organisations — whether they are in the vyouth,

civic, women or labour sectors. Such an attitude is wrong. This
error must be exposed.

The FC is a guiding light in our struggle. But it does not
replace organisational discipline. To wuse the name of the

Charter to avoid democratic discipline is, of course, to go
against everything the FC stands for.

The People Shall bGovern

Finally, it must be said that the demand that the "Feople G5hall
Govern" cannot be fullly realised just by building up strong
democratic organisations within the existing apartheid state. The
FC calls for ... (etc quote the demand and explain in simpler
words relating to the various instruments of State power -— army
police, courts, admin).

ends
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PROPOSALS FOR THE FREEDOM CHARTER CAMPAIGN EMERGING FROM THE
WORKSHOP HELD ON 20 JANUARY 1984 IN JOHANNESBURG.

A. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CAMPAIGN

(SN

To popularize the Freedom Charter and its ideol ogy.

To educate activists about the Freedom Charter and related issues,

In addition ; to build a common understanding and greater cohesiveness at a regional
and national level

To present the Freedom Charter as a political altemative by linking it to engoing
mass struggles.

To consolidate the gains of 1984,

To realise the clen that the Charter is 2@ "living document",

B. PROGRAM OF ACTION

1.

3.

EDUCATION: A very important aspect of this Campaign is the question of self-education
As activists; we cannot expect to educate the masses unless we ourselves have an in
depth knowledge of the Charter. Education can take the form of workshop and seminars.
Also; papers on the Charter can be read and discussed in small groups.

Together with self-education; there is also a need for research in order to enrich and broaden
our understanding. Apart from self-education; an important task is that of educating

the masses. The masses of the peop]e must gnderstand the significance and meaning

of the Charter. Here; door-to-door work would be invaluable.

GRASSROOTS: In order to "take the Charter to the grassroots™; local struggles;campaigns
and demands must be linked to clouses in the Freedom Charter. In this way each local
struggle against oppression and each short-term demand would be linked to the demand
for national liberation. The above can be achieved in many different ways: Civic
Associations can adopt the clouse on Housing; Youth Organisations can link the Freedom
Charter Campaign to the 1YY and so on with women; the Churches and trade unions.

RURAL AREAS: During the C.O.P. campaign in 1955 much attention was paid to rural
areas so that the Charter would be representative of both the urban and rural areas.

In this spirit the 1985 campaign must not be limited to the cities and towns .

Every attempt must be made to reach out to the remote areas of the countryside.

CULTURE: Culture is part of struggle and struggle is part of culture. Cultural activities
should constitute part of the campaign {e.g. songs of the COP should be revived).

MEDIA: The altemate press has an important role to play in this Campaign. Alsq
posters; buttons etc. shaid be produced.

IMPORTANT DATES: May Day; Anti-Republic Day; June 16; the 30 th Anniversary
SACTU; etc; should be incorporated into the campaign.

PHASES OF THE CAMPAIGN:

The first phese (before june 26) would involve education; publicity and door-.to-door
work. This would build up to the second-phase which wwuld involve large-scale
activities during the period around June 26 ( possibly rallies etc.)

The third-phase covers the period after June 26 during whi ch the Freedom Charter
would become a permanent feature of struggles and campaigns.
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CO-ORDINATING STRUCTURE: The campaign would be co-ordinated by @ Co-ordinating
Committee consisting of people from the following organisations or constituencies: RMC
TIC; Anti~-PC: JODAC; YOUTH; STUDENT; WOMEN; CHURCH; and TRADE UNIONS.

D.. THE FREEDOM CHARTER CAMPAIGN AND THE UDF:

The UDF; being a front cannot co~ordinate or spearhead this campaign. However; two points
must be made: 1. There is no conflict between the Freedom Charter and the Declaration of
ine UDF,
Z. The Cherter is a great document that has emerged from the mass -struggles
of our peaple and the COP stands out as the most representative gathering
of our pecple,

It is for this reason that UDF should play o supportive role and also "bless ™ the campaign.
There is a need for futher discussion within UDF on its role as regards this campai-yn.

FORWARD TO THE 30th YEAR OF THE FREEDOM CHARTER !

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN .
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|If you could make the laws,
jwhat would you do?

In 1954, after years of passive resistance and defying of unjust
laws, Congress asked the people of South Africa this question.

 Over 10 000 Congress organisers spent 6 months going to the §
people, finding out what type of South Africa we would all like to
i live in. Millions of people were consulted, and all their ideas were §
N put together. On June 25 and 26, 1955, 3000 delegates, - }
B workers, farmers, students, women and professionals of all races §
® and colours, gathered at Kliptown, near Johannesburg.

f This meeting, known as the “Congress of the People”, was the §
H most democratic meeting ever held in South Africa. Organised by
R the African National Congress, the Indian Congresses, Coloured
# Peoples’ Congress, Congress of Democrats (white democrats),
R and the South African Congress of Trade Unlons (SACTU), the §
meeting adopted the peoples’ demands and ideas for a democratic
i future.

j These demands and aspirations became enshrined In the docu-
B ment of the people — the Freedom Charter.

H Today after 29 years the Freedom Charter remains an inspiration §
i to all freedom loving people of South Africa, Congress continues
B to strive towards a democratic South Africa based on the Charter, B

R T K A T R — e M L L e
i1ssued by the Nata! Indtan Congress, P.O. Box 769, Verulam 4340

TTTHNGD
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. THE FREEDOM CHARTER

|PREAMBLE

We, the people of South Africa, declare for all
our country and the world to know:—
d That South Africa belongs to all who live in it,
black and white, and that no government can
| justly claim authority unless it is based on the §
will of the people; B
d That our people have been robbed of their bir- §
thright to land, liberty and peace by a form of |
government founded on injustice and inequali- |
| ty;
| That our country -will never be prosperous or }
free until all our people live in brotherhood, en- }
{ joying equal rights and opportunities; _
That only a democratic state, based on the will §
of the people can secure to all their birthright §
without distinction of colour, race, sex or belief.
And therefore, we the people of South Africa, |
black and white, together — equals, coun-
| trymen and brothers — adopt this FREEDOM
| CHARTER. And we pledge ourselves to strive §
| together, sparing nothing of our strength and §
} courage, until the democratic changes here set §
| out have been won. '
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Ll A haata

[ THE PEOPLE SHALL

| GOVERN!

§ Every man and woman shall have the right to §
§ vote for and stand as a candidate for all bodies §

| which make laws.

g All the people shall be entitled to take part in

3 the administration of the country.

 The rights of the people shall be the same §

§ regardless of race, colour or sex.

# All bodies of minority rule, advisory boards, :
¥ councils and authorities shall be replaced by §

§ democratic organs of self-government.

BNV RS AR IURARIC U TS TETF A VAL SR Pl R NS KA TR
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| ALL NATIONAI_

Vo o I et M SR e b hath SRR Y Bl T R s St

1 : ,
" | GROUPS SHALL
| RIGHTS!
| There shall be equal status in the bodies of §
§ state, in the courts and in the schools for all na- |
tional groups and races;
All national groups shall be protected by law §
| against insults to their race and national pride; §
| All people shall have equal rights to use their §
f own language and to develop their own folk §
T § culture and customs;
} The preaching and practice of national, race or §
| colour discrimination and contempt shall be a
§ punishable crime;
All apartheid laws and practices shall be set
| aside. '
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THE PEOPLE SHALL f

| SHARE IN THE
| COUNTRY’S
t WEALTH!

The national wealth of our country, the :
§ heritage of all South Africans, shall be restored

i to the people,

d The mineral wealth beneath the soil, the banks
 and monopoly industry shall be transferred to §

# the ownership of the people as a whole,

8 All other industries and trade shall be controlled

f to assist the well-being of the people

} All people shall have equal rights to trade
# where they chose, to manufacture and to enter §

| all trades, crafts and professions.

R o g e I R R T T GV RPAREY & A SN PP ORIV W UTRPURICAI T D0 VL T SN SO S IS [ DD B R P EI

~THE-FREEDOM CHARTER -

| THE LAND SHALL
| BE SHARED

l AMONG THOSE

| WHO WORK IT!

§ Restriction of land ownership on a racial basis :
j shall be ended, and all the land re-divided

| amongst those who work it, to banish famine :
} and land hunger;
§ The state shall help the peasants with im- §
§ plements, seeds, tractors and dams to save the §
2 soil and assist the tillers; :
R Freedom of movement shall be guaranteed to :
§ all who work on the land;
d All shall have the right to occupy land wherever |
| they choose;
# People shall not be robbed of their cattle: and §

§ forced labour and farm prisons shall be abolish-
¥ ed. '
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: THE FREEDOM CHARTER “tr%e5%: .

| ALL SHALL BE
| EQUAL BEFORE
| THE LAW

f No one shall be imprisoned, deported or §
§ restricted without a fair trial;
g No one shall be condemned by the order of any §
8 Government official; :
E The courts shall be representative of all the §
k people;
¥ Imprisonment shall be only for serious crimes §
B against the people, and shall aim at re- §
N education, not vengeance; k
i The police force and army shall be open to all §
B on an equal basis and shall be the helpers and §
i protectors of the people;
d All laws which discriminate on the grounds of g
d race, colour or belief shall be repealed. ;

~
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- THE FREEDOM CHARTER

| ALL SHALL ENJOY
| HUMAN RIGHTS!

§ The law shall guarantee to all their right to
| speak,
¥ publish, to preach, to worship and to educate
§ their children;

to organise, to meet together, to

The privacy of the house from police raids shall

} be protected by law;

R All shall be free to travel without restriction from

¥ countryside to town, from province to pro-

b vince, and from South Africa abroad.

¥ Pass laws, permits and all other laws restricting
these freedoms shall be abolished.
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~THE FREEDOM CHARTER > iiggy

| THERE SHALL BE
| WORK AND
| SECURITY!

; All who work shall be free to form trade unions,

Hto elect their officers and to make wage §

g agreements with their employers;

I The state shall recognise the right and duty of §
g all to work, and to draw full unemployment §

§ benefits;

§ Men and women of all races shall receive equal §

i pay for-equal work;

# There shall be a forty-hour working week, a na- E
i tional minimum wage, paid annual leave, and §
g sick leave for all workers, and maternity leave §

i on full pay for all working mothers;

8 Miners, domestic workers, farm workers and §
§ civil servants shall have the same rights as all §

# others who work;

& Child labour, compound labour, the tof system

and contact labour shall be abolished.

. THE FREEDOM CHARTER -

THE DOORS OF
LEARNING AND

| CULTURE SHALL
| BE OPENED!

| The government shall discover, develop and
encourage national talent for the enhancement }
i of our cultural life; ’
§ All the cultural treasures of mankind shall be
¥ open to all, by free exchange of books, ideas
8 and contact with other lands;

The aim of education shall be to teach the

! youth to love their people and their culture, to §
§ honour human brotherhood, liberty and peace; |
§ Education shall be free, compulsory, universal
§ and equal for all children; :

| Higher education and technical training shall be

f opened to all by means of state allowances and
i scholarships warded on the basis of merit;

| Adult illiteracy shall be ended by a mass state

education plan;

§ Teachers shall have the rights of other citizens;
8 The colour bar in cultural life, in sport and in
§ education shall be abolished.
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“THE FREEDOM CHARTER i atavmpism s kow .

'THERE SHALL BE
|[HOUSES, SECURITY |
{AND COMFORT! |

¥ All people shall have the right to live where

# they choose, to be decently housed, and to br- |
4 ing up their families in comfort and security; |
# Unused housing space to be made available to |
§ the people;
§ Rent and prices shall be lowered, food plentiful

§ and no one shall go hungry; ;
§ A preventive health scheme shall be run by the §
¥ state; :
B Fre. medical care and hospitalisation shall be §
§ provided for all, with special care for mothers §
¥ and young children, :
§ Slums shall be demolished and new suburbs §
d built where all have transport, roads, lighting, §
b playing fields, creches and social centres; :
i The aged, the orphans, the disabled and the sick §
# shall be cared for by the state; :
i Rest, leisure & recreation shall be the right of all; E
§ Fenced locations & ghettoes shall be abolished §
® & laws whick break up famnhes shall be repealed I

[IRERS’ g PO 4 SRRV

gl 4T

+THE.FREEDOM CHARTER - -

| THERE SHALL BE
|PEACE AND
| FRIENDSHIP!

| South Africa shall be a fully independent state, §
{ which respects the rights and sovereignty of all
4 nations; :
} South Africa shall strive to maintain world §
d peace and the settlement of all international
# disputes by negotiation — not war;

N Peace and friendship amongst all our people |
§ shall be secured by upholding the equal rights, §
i opportunities and status of all; '
¥ The people of the protectorates — Basutoland, §
| Bechuanaland and Swaziland — shali be free

d to decide for themselves their won future;

¥ The right of all the peoples of Africa to in-
§ dependence and self-government shall be |
§ recognised, and shall be the basis of close co- §
2 operation. '
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FTHE FREEDOM CHARTER. .«

f Let all who love their people and their country §
f now say, as we say here: i
§ THESE FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR, §
# SIDE BY SIDE, THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES §
¥ UNTIL WE HAVE WON OUR LIBERTY. :
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1. Popularise FC and organisation

2. Draw congress forces together and strengthen them.

3. Open understanding of change - Draw links between struggles

4. Establish common idiological approach

5. L iieiia.. gains of last year struggles

6. Present practical alteration

7. Link struggles of today to struggles of the past

8. Integrate Charter demands into day-to-day struggle and campai gn
like ..........

9. Reach out to rural areas
Use campaign as interud ...... campaign to build unity and
common objective

10. Generate ......... campaign

CO-ORDINATION OF CAMPAIGH

1. Recomend that the 4 ..... RMC, TIC, ....... and Anti P.C.
.......... the campaign
Other org. should also play a role eg.

2. Amos and Jabu to act as co-ordinators

Students and youth groups to be represented as well
Women and worker.

Need for regional co-ordination

5. Structures at local level
Need for intergration of individuals who are not in structure
but cannot participate in org. repr.

Q3. ROLE OF INDIVIDUAL ORG

1. Greater tast lies on the individual org. and ...........
constituet &4 organ.

2. Link ...... in dator to local demands and use ........ of
charter as ........ for campaign

Q4. ROLE OF THE U.D.F.
U.D.F. should support but not lead campaign

There is no conflict between demands of charter and U.D.F. decl

The U.D.F. can not ignore and should ...... direction from
affiliats
.............. between U.D.F. decl. and FC
U.D.F. ...... could be used to ......... information
U.D.F. has not ad....... FC and so must encourage its affiliates
who have adopted to ....... . FC

7. U.D.F. as front could not ....... campaign

SUMMARY BY VALLI
About 160 delegates

....... of ..... committee which falls away today

......... of people and de....... with .........

From .......... dosc...... it is clear that there is ..... a FC and
..... must go ahead Use campaign to challange state f....., ......

mwAand A kA
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5.00 a.c. : Recistr=tiom
9.30 e.&. : Introcxciicn exd &i=s cf e workshop
10.€0 2=,  :© Eistory of the Tr=aior Chatier end its significercs,

10.30 z.m. = Discn=sion

11.00 2.m. s Politicel an=iveis of the Freedon Charter.
12.00 o s ILumch - Limch

12.30 p.m. ¢ Discussion

f:
é

1.00 p.m.

1.15 p.m. Bresiting into croo discussions.

2.15 p.m. Reports back i discussion

3.30 pm. = Sm=ry

4,00 p.m. Closre

1. W=t is the nene cf your argeeisation when and bow was it formed 2

2. What specific activities has yvour crganisation been involved in
to poxdlarice the Freeda Charier.

3. Eow sacoessiul h=ve yor beeny |, in Hinking the Freedom Charler to

the ézy to dzy suggles ©f the people.

QCESTI S 2

1. W=t will constitrs the omt=t of car trocr=me cf actiom
Cring this ca—aicn 2

2. Eowwill we enc~= prooer oo - ordination of oor activilies
¢rirg this cae==izn 2

3. FWazt wiil be e role ©f esct inSiviAauel crcenisation in
this c—=icn ?

z et role wil

Ll S

T2 TOF pl=r in &is c=aign 2
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VENUE : Khotso House
DATE : Sunday 20th Jsnuary 1985
TIME : 9 a.m.

PROGRAMME
5.00 a.m. : Registration
9.3C z.m. : Intrcduction and aims of the workshop
10.00 &.m. : History c¢f the Freedom Charter and its.significance,

70.30 a.m. : Discussion
11.00 a.m. : Political analysis of the Freedom Charter.

12.00 ncon : Lunch - ZLunch

12.30 p.m. : Discussion
1.00 p.m. :  Structuxe
1.7 »~.m. : Breaking into group discussicns.
2.1 o ¢ Reports back and discussion
- . :  Surmary
Lo b : Llosure

QUESTIONS' 1

i.  Wkat is the name of your organisation when and how was it formed ?

2. Wnat specific activities has your organisation been involved in
to popularise the Freedom Charter.

3. How successful have you been in linking the Freedom Charter to
the day to day struggles of the people.

QUESTIONS 2

1. What will constitue the content of our programme of action
during this carpaign ?

2. How will we ensure proper co — ordination ol our activities
curing this campaign ?

3. What will be the role of each individual organisation in
this campaign ?

4. Vinat role will the UDF play in this campaicn ?
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FREEDOM

(D)%)

TG
CHARTER 30th ANNIVERSARY WORKSHOP 20/1/85 / “)

Paper on history of charter ............

Change in policy of IC in 1945
Passive resistance campaign 1946 signaled the change

March 1947 : Joint ......... between IC and ANC Dadoo-
Nail.. Pact
1949 : Programme of ..... by ANC on strikers and boycotts

1948 : Nationalist Govermment and onslaught against people

May day strike - 19 December 70 injured

Group areas Bill - ANC and IC declined 26/6 day of ...... Most
succesful strike

SACP declared an unlawful organisation

campaign against unjust laws - by Nov 1951. Adopted by ANC and IC

bemand ........ 6 oo .v«+ .. Group areas..... .....
...... linits etc.
6 April 1952 to see ..... of campaign it laws not ..........

Campaign to be launched 26/6/1952 - Defiance
Campaign ended Dec 1952. Established ANC and IC as people org.
The repressive laws : Criminal laws amendment etc
1953 saw more org. of our people - Peace council- SACP
reorganised and org.
SACPC formed in 1953
1954 fedsaw' formation
1955 SACTU formed Endorsed Congress of the people
1957 J.X. lathews first proposed the congress

March 1954 ANC insisted....org. to a congress at Tongaat to
plan NEC including people such as ...Cachalia, Stanley Lolan,
Luthuli, Walter Sisulu banned and then replaced by lMandela
By end 1654 1CC00 volunteers to....the campaign

26/6/1955 congress of people held at Xlipton
Awards- presented to Trevor Huddleston and Cliff Luthuli
COP declared the freedom charcer adopted
COP mandated org. to campaign for charter
Later half of 1955 and EZarly 1956 ....org. agreed to reconmend to
respective organisations the adoption of the F.C.
Charter addresses itself to the National Democratic struggle
The charter is the programme of the N.D. movement
ne socialist cla.... of the charter provides for transitio form
N.D.R. to a socialist ......
OFC unites a broad spectrum of the people.
The process of formation of F.C. began when white man first set
foot in S.A.

2. Political...........
The F.C. - Raymond Sulter

An interpretation of the Charter - We must engage in education
campaign for greater understanding.

F.C. represented a continuation but also something new- .....
of vision of a new society

F.C. charter came from the ..... mess of people and ...... ......
as a peoples document
F.C. ...... for need of all people irrespective of class

People document vs class There are two antralictions : class
as well as national oppression

Systematic national oppression and capitalist supl in ecti.....
of struggle for F.C. is therefore also anti-capitalist

in the ..... of S.A. the various demands are demands for
fundamental reorganisation of South Africa out of context its
......... simply ........
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT

¥ ke

NATIONAL OFFI(
JDF UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES!

% | KHOTSO HOUSE

42 DE VILLIERS S
JOHANNESBURG
P.O. BOX 10366
TEL: 29-1916
29-1917

26 November 1984

Dear Comrades R o s |8
o \J_w A )
//1:\ A(f&c( —C"{

Enclosed please find copies of "The People's Charter in the
Eighties" and copies of "Repression in a time of reform."

The former should lay a good basis for discussion of the Freedom
Charter.

The latter is available at R2,00 (an amount which Head Office wishes
and in fact needs to receive). It gives a good account of the events
in the Transvaal and should equip our activists with a fuller under-
standing of current events.

Both should be distributed selectively and are intended for group-
usage rather than for individual consumption.

I trust that you will find them useful.

Yours in struggle,

TREVOR MANUEL
FCTING GENERAL SECRETARY
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The National Office will appreciate it if all applications could
reach it on or before February 20, 1985.
1 amn looking forward to a prompt and positive response from you.

Yours in the struggle,

POPO MOLEFE
GENERAL SECRETARY
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R?Em ASE MANDELA CAMPAIGN

//
“The People Shall Govern@/}q

1st Flaar

Portand Place

37 Jodissen Sucet
Braamfontein 2017
Johannesburg

Telephone (011) 339-3449

The Secretary

After extensive ccnsultation with a wide range of camrades on 1985 - the
30th Anniversary of the Freedom Charter, the R M C invites your organisation
to a workshop on Sunday 20th January 1985, 9.00 a.m. at Khotso House.

The workshop will basically focus on how we celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the
Freedcm Charter. The following issues will specifically receive attention.

() The form and content of the campaign.
(b) Structures which will facilitate the running of the campaign.
{c) Education around the Freedam Charter.
(d) Linking up our day to day struggles to the Freedcm Charter.
(e} Other issues related to the campaign
We rerequest your organisation to send five people to the workshop.

We further request participants to pay R1.00 registration fee to cover lunch
which will be served at the workshop.

The procramme of the workshop is attached belcw.

Yours fzaithfully

Foli
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WORKSEOP

VENUE : Khotso House
DATE : Sunday 20th January 1985
TIME : 9 a.m.

PROGRAMME
9.00 &.m. : Registration
.30 a.n. : Introduction and aims of the workshop
10.00 a.m. + History of the Freedam Charter and its significance.

10.30 a.m. :+ Discursion
11.00 2.m. : Politizal analvsis ¢f the Freedom Charter.
12.C0 noen : Lunch -~ Iaunch

12.30 o.m. : Discussizn

i "0 . m. :  Structurs
1.8 M. : Breaking into group discussions.
=.5 . : Reports kack and discussion
E E T Summary
il : Closure
CUESTICNS 1
1. ¥ is the name of your organisation when and how was it formed ?

2. ¥Wnho: specific activities has your organisation been inwvolved in
“> zooularise the Freedcm Charter.

3. How successful have you been , in linking the Freedom Charter to
the d=7 to day struggles of the people.

QUESTICNS 2

1. Vhat will constitue the cortent of ocur programme of acticn
during this campaign ?

2. How will we ensure proper co - crdination of our activities
curing this campaign ?

3. VWhat will be the role of each individual organisaticn in
this canpaign ?

4. What role will the UDF play in this campaign ?
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Vs BH 0

DRAFT PROPOSAL ON STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONING OF THE 307H

ANNIVERSARY FREEDOM CHARTER CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

7.
(a)

(&)

(c)

(d)

3.

FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE

Lo wonk towands fulfilling the aims of the Campuign
as Lalid oul in the minutes of Lhe Freedom Chanien
Wonkshop minuteas.

10 cooadinatle and provide dineciion 2o the activities
of peniticipuent onganizaticns,

to initiale aciivities which will take the campadign
Lowanrd.

to exilend the campiign as broadly as possille.
CONPOSITION

7wo nepresentatives draw each of the following onganisciions:
RMC, TIC, ANTI-PC, JODAC.
Plus two reprneseniatives from each of the following constitu-

encies: Laboun, Youilh, Student, Women, Civics.

It is Likely thal this Commitiee will fLe veny 'Johannesfung’
Lased. Howeven Laloun, Studeni, Youlh and Women onganisations
arne wonking Ln close conlact with each othen or else have
regional siructunes., UWe should tary Lo ensunrne thal represen-
tutives 1o oun commitiee Lrom the consiiiluencies arne in

close contact with that ACPAnd siructunes.  This will caten
fon Lranches of organdisation which are nol around Johannesbung.
But Civics do noil have a Izgaad siructune tharough which they
could coondinate thein as fLeets of the campadign. Howeven moii
of the civics ane affiliates Lo UDF and 54t on vaalous anea
commiliees, e suggesl Lhenefonrne that we aflso have Lwo
nepnesentatlives each from the West Rand, Prelonia, Easi Rand
and Vaael areac Commiiiees. Hene we should strongly necommand
that thene people arne pepolfe nol caterned fon Ly Lhe negional
structures of the allove-mentioned consiituences

Lfibe o Mreprerdbin S ik o Be > Franl,

PORT FOLIOS

(a) COORDINATOR

We feli thdt al this siage L€ was oo sensidive an Lssue

to have a chalapenson on presideni. Howeven we fell <1
Lmpontant Lo have ail Leasil ane peason who Lis Thinking
cloutl the commitice itself and also hdd the specific

task of drawding up the agend fon each meeling. Comme-
ttece flembens could of counse add to thul agenda ai each

meelding.

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



(2)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

AINUTES SECRETARY (ii speak foa itself)

TREASURER

The treasunen would keep the Looks and make thenm

available 2o the onganisalions if nequesited.

PUBLICITY SECRETARY

(See Publicity Commitiee fLelow)

ORGANISERD ClFn

Thene arne Likely to fe many areas and organdisation which
willd not immediately fLe covened Ly the commitiee. The
Lask of the organisen will Le to neach oui to Zhene
arneas/onganisations and in consuliation iwith the commi-

tiee wonk outl how 2o include them in the campadign.

NEDIA SECRETARY

70 coordinate the wonk of the media group.

NEETING TINE

(a)l
(L)

Whilst in the process of being estallished, every week.

Once established, al Least every 3 weeks.

SUB-CONMITTEES

(a)

PUBLICI7TY COMMITTEE

One of oun main Lunclion will Be keeping the campaign -

alive in the press through anticles, press statements,
advertisements of meetings elc. FLnlow publicity wil’

be provided Ly speakens al pullic. meelings (L.e. ZLhose
that ane not ongandized Ly us) The pulllicity secrelany
will Le primarnily responsbible to the commiitee fon Lhis
wonk, Lut Lecause publicily is a sensilive Lssue and
sometimes nequines on the spod nesponses we suggesd thail
the publicily secrelany wonks closely with a publicity
Committiee., This publicily commitiee will consisl of the
publicily secrnetany and two other membens of the campaign
commitliee., ALL Lhese people phould fe within easy contac
with each othen and all ihodjﬁSZEUZd fe consuliled Lefone

stalements neleased etc.
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(&) MNEDIA COMNITTEE

Mlosd of oun propaganda wornk will Le carndied Zhrough media

Furthenmone thene ane many onganisations which do noi

have the capacily to produce media. This, as well as the
activities which the commitiee initidie Ltsell will
neguine some degnree of centnalized media production.

The media sz2crelany shoufd coondinate the wornk of a« media
commitiee in this negand, The media commitiee should .

consist of volunteens from paniicipanit onganisaiions,

(c) ALL oithen subl-commiiieees should Le sei up on an

ad-hoc Lasis,

(L) POWERS OF THE CAMAPAIGN COMAITTEE
(a) T7The commitiee shoild Le alle o make publicity

and issue stalemenis in its own name.

(4) Cooplation
The commitiee should have powens 2o coopid, Lui

this must Be done in consaliation with Zhe

participant organizaiions.

(c) Fund-Raising & Fincnce

The commiliee should fe able to fund-raise & open
an account in its own name. The account should

have a numben o signalune,

7. General Commenils

({a) UWe are not setiing up a politicel onganizations and we
should Le weany of falling into Lhat Zrap as Lthe cam-
raign progresses. What we arne doding L4 seitfing up an

eflective fLacilities siruclunes Lo advance the campaign.

(L) Most of the organizations paniicipaling in this campalign
and UDF affilialtes, UDF is the political fron thal 4is
cannying modt of oun political activity forwand., A Lhis
point, fon tacitical nreason UDF has s0 far not dicided Zo
Lormally aun the campaign. Howenrven, a close nelationships
Lelween this staruclunes and the UDF needs 2o Le mainlasined,
and 4in fact the natune of the refalionship should Le
Cleanly wonrked oui, Loith farom the poinit of view of UD7

and oun commdiitee.
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Any unnecessany Aimplication Ahouvld fLe awanded. Hene
is suggestion Loa setiling up ¢ media commiiice

would fe thrown Linto quesiion., Also, whene UDF

area Commitiee exist no Local struclune should Le

devefoped.elc.
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as adopted at the Congress of the People on 26 June 1955

2tiiy)

1 CHAXTER YENKULULERO (Njesgokwasmoketws kweyo kumblangseo agomhhiba 26 Jene 1955

PONKE ABANTUSAYUBA NEGUNYA KWEZOMBUSO!
ZONKE IZZWE ZIYOKUBA NAMALUNGELO AIINGANAYO!
BONKE ARANTU BAYOKWABELANA NGOXULINGANAYO ENNOTHWENI WEZWE!
UMHLABA UYOKWAEELWANA NGOKULINGANAYO KULABO ABAWUSEBENZAYO!
‘WONKE UMUNTU UYOPHATHW A NGENDLELA EFANAYO XWEZOMTHETHO!
WONKE UMUNTU UYOBA NEGUNYA LOKUSEBENZISA AMALUNGELO OBUNTU!
KUYOBA NEMISEEENZI NOKUVIXELEKA EMSEBENZINT!

KUYOKUBA NOXUTHULA NOEUGANE!

MAKITHI BONKE ABARATHANDAYO ABANTU BABO KANYE NEZWE LABO, BASHO
KHONA MANJE, NJENGOBA NATHI SISHO LAPHA:
LENKULULEKO SIYOYILWELA SIMUNYE, SIPHASENE, KUYOYONKE DMPILO YETHU
$IZR SITUZE AMALUNGELO ETHU ENXULULEEO.

TSONGA

TEALWA RA TIMPANFELO TA NYSHUNXEXO HILAHA BRI AMUKERTWEKF HAKONA EKA
NTHIENGILETANO YA YANHU HI T1 26 KHOTAVUXIKA 1935.

VANHU HINKWYO VA TA VA NI MPFUMELYLO WO FUMA KU RTHAVA
XHLAWUHLAWYU XA KIXAKA, MUHLOVO XUMEE RIMEEWTU.
TINXAKA HINKWATO T1 TA VA NI TIMFANELO TO EANA, TI THIE TI THLELA M1
HIAYISEX A KU RINGANA EHANSI KA NAWU.
VANHU HINKWAYO VA TA AVERIWA RIFUWO XA TIKO.
TIKO Rl TA AVERIWA HINKWAVO IAVA VA NGA BRI TIRHELA, LESWARU KU
HERISIWA MAKWANGA. MFUMO NA WONA WU -TA PFUNETA SWISIWANA HI

THLELO RA YURDML.
NAWU WU TA FUMA YANHU EU RINGANA. A KU NGA HA VI NA KU BOHIWA KU
NGA SENGIWL.

VANHU HINKWAVO VA TA VA NI TIMFANELO TA VONA.
MILAWU LEY1 SIVELAKA TIMFANELO LET1 Y1 TA HERISIWA.

MINTIRHO NI KU HLAYISEKA SW1 TA VA KONA, LAHA VANHU VA NGA TA
HAXERIWA KUFANA LOKO VA TIRHA MINTIRHO YO FANA, VA THLEIA VA
HLAYISEXA KU FANA FXA MINTIRHO YALEYO.

TINDLILA TO DYONDZA NI TA MFUWO TI TO, PFULEKA, NASWONA DYONDZO YI TA
VA YA MANINA MANI, Y] THLELA YI NGA HAXTLERIWL

KU TA VA NI TINDLU, KU HIAYISEXA NI KU TSHAMISEXA XAHIE. UN'WANA NI
UN"WANA U TA TSHAMA LAHA A IAVAKA XONA

KU TA VA NI KU RHULA NI VUNGHANA. AFRIKA-DZONGA Rl TA TIKARHATELA KU
RHULA KA MISAVA, NI KU HERISA MADZOLONGA HI KU VULAYURISANA, KU
NGA RINA NYIMFL

HINKWAVO LAVA YA RHANDZAKA YANHU NI TIKO BA YONA A VA VULE IESWI
LANDZRIAXA, HILAHA NA HINA HI VULAEA HAKONA LAHA: KU TSHUNXEXA
LOKU HI RI KARHI HI PFUNANA, HI KALA HI YA TSHUNXEKA.

VENDA

THENDELONZWIWA YA MBOFHOLOWO {Se rwe Twa vhofhiwa kia Guvhangano b vhacho
oga b 26 Fulwi 1955).

VHATHU YHA DO FHIWA MAANDA A U DIKHETHELA NUVHUSO.
TSHAKA DZOTHE DZI DO VHA NA PFANELO DZI LINGANAHO.

VHATHU VHOTHE VHA DO WANA TSHIPIDA TSHA LUPFUMO LU RE SHANGONL

M: .J A DO KHETHEKANYIWA NGA U LINGANA VHUKATI HA AVHO VHA
NO A SHUMA.

VBOTHE VHA DO LINGANA PHANDA HA MULAYO.
VHOTHE YHA DO DIPHINA NGA THENDELO DZO TEAHO MUNWE NA MUNWE
A RE MUTHU.
HU DO YHA NA MUSHOMO NA TSIRELEDZO,
MINANGO YA FFUNZO NA MVELELE I DO YULIWA.
HU DO VHA NA NADZULO, U TSIREIEDZEA NA MUTAXALO WA MNUYA.

HU DO YHA NA MULALO NA VHUEONANIL.

ROTHE RINE RA FUNA VHATHU VHOTHE NA SHANGO LAVHO KHA RI, SAMUSI RI
TSHI KHOU AMBA AFHA: MBOFHOLOLO HEYI RI DO I LWELA, RO IMA ROTHE,
VHUTSHILONT HASHU HOTHE U SWIKELA Rl TSHI DO KUNDA RA WANA
MBOFHOLOWO YASHU.

TSWANA

LOXWALO LWA DITSHWANELO TSA KGOLOLOSEGO
Juskale kewa Kopanong y2 Secshaba ka di 26 Sectebosigo 1955.

BATHO BA TLA NEWA TETLA E E TLETSENG YA GO NNA LE SEABE MO PUSONG.
MOXCKO OTLHE A SETSHABA A TLA NNA LE DITETLA KA BOTLALO MO GO TSOTIHE
TSE DI AMANANG LE MOLAO.
BATHO BOTIHE BA TLA NEWA TETLA YA GO ITHUSA KA BOTLALO MO DIKUNGONG
LE LYRUO LA NAGA.
MMUSO O TLA LETLELELA O BE O THUSE BADIRI BA NAGA GO E DIRISA KA MOO BA KA
ITHUSANG KA TENG.
%0AO O TLA DIXISTWA MO BATHONG BOTLHE GO SA KGETOLOLWE.
DEGATEIEYO 1E PKGETHOLOLO TSOTIHE TSA BATHO DO TIA FEDISWA MME
BOTLHE BA TLA NEWA TETLA YA GO LEKANA FA PELE GA MOLAO.
BADIRI BOTLHE BA TLA NEWA DITSHWANELO TSE DI TIETSENG TSA GO
DIRA BA ITUMETSE.
KAUSO O TLA BULA DIXGORO TSOTIME TSA THUTO LE ROITIRED! GORE DI T1E Di
DIISIWE KE BATHO BOTLHE KA MOKGWA O O KGOTSOFATSANG.
MMUSO O TLA LANELA BATHO BOTLHE KA MATLO, TLHOMANO LE THOKGAMO
MMENAGA YOTLHE E TLA DIRISTWA KA MOO GO TSHWANELANG.
AFRIKA-BORWA E NNE NAGA E E IKEMETSENG KA BOTLALO MME E SEKEGELE
XUTLWANO LE BOTSLANO LE DINAGA TSA BAAGISANI.
A BOTLHE BA BA RATANG BATHO LE NAGA YA BONE BA BUE JAANONG JAAKA RE
BUA MO BA RE: RE TLA LWELA DIKGOLOLOSEGO TSE RE EMANE THOKO
BOTSHELO JWA RONA BOTIHE GO FITLHELA RE BONA KGOLOLOSEGO.

SOUTHERN SOTHO
LENGOLO LE PHATLALATSANG DITOKELO
TSA TOKOLOHO
{L» amohetswESEbOKENE se seholo sa batho mohla 26 Phupjans
1955)

BATHO BA TLA NEWS MATLA A TLETSENG A HO BA LE KABELO MMUSONG
BATHO BA MEFUTA YOHLE BA TLA BA LE DITOKELO TSE TLETSENG HAM-
MOHO LE TSHIRELETSO MOLAONG.

BATHO BOHLE BA TLA BA LE KABELO E TLETSENG MORUONG WA NAHA.
NAHA & TLA AROLELWA BOHLE BA TLANG HO E SEBETSAMME BA THUSWA
KE MMUSO,

BATHO BA TLA LEKANA PELA MOLAO HO SE LEEMO KAPA KGETHOLLO.
KGATELLO LE KGETHOLLO DI TLA FEDISWA MME BATHO BA TLA FUWA
DITOKELO TSA BOTHO KA BOTLALO.

BASEBETSI BA TLA NEWA TSHIRELETSO LE DITSHWANELO TSE TLETSENG
HORE BA SEBETSE KA BOIKETLO.

KIKGORO TSA THUTO D! TLA BULELWA BOHLE MME BATHO BA KGOTHA-
LLETSWE HO NTSHETSA PELE DITALENTE TSA BONA TSA THUTO.

MMUSO O TLA HLOKOMELA HORE BATHO BOHLE BA NA LE MATLO EBILE BA
PHELA KA BOIKETLO.

AFRIKA-BORWA E TLA BA NAHA E IKEMETSENG KA BOTLALO E BUSANG KA
TOKA MME E PHEDISANA KA KUTLWANO LE DINAHA TSE BAPILENG LE
YONA.

A BOHLE BA RATANG BATHO LE NAHA YA BONA BA BUE MMOHO JWALEXA
HA RE RE:

RE TLA LWANELA DITOXOLOHO TSENA, RE THUSANA BEOPHELONG BOHLE
BA RONA HO FIHLELA RE FUMANA BOLOGKOLOHL.

XHOSA

UXWEBU LWAMALUNGELO ENKULULEKO (Njengokwamkelwa kwayo
kwinhl, ya Bantu hlaka 26 June 1955)

ABANTU BAYA KULAWULA.

ZONKE IZIZWE ZIYA XULINGANA.

ABANTU BAYA KWAHLULELANA NGOBUTYEB! BELIZWE.

UMHLABA UYA KWAHLULWA NGOKULINGANA PHAKATHI KWABO
BASEBENZA KUWO.

BONKE ABANTU BAYA KULINGANA NGOKWASEMTHETHWENIL.

BONKE ABANTU BAYA KONWABELA UBUNTU.

KUYA KUBAKHO UMSEBENZI NOKHUSELEKO,

IINGCANGO ZEMFUNDO NEZOBUNTU BABANTU ZIYA KUVULEKA.

KUYA KUBAKHO IZINDLU, UKHUSELEKO NOKUPHILA KAKUHLE.

KUYA KUBA KHO UXOLO NOBUHLOBO.

BONKE ABO BANTU ABATHANDA ABANTU BABO NELIZWE LABO MABATH!
NJENGOKO SISITSHO APHA NGOKU BATHI:

SIYA KUZILWELA EZ1 NTLOBO ZENKULULEXO, SIBAMBISANE, UBOMI BETHU
BONKE, DESILIPHUMELELE IDABI LENKULULEKO.

N. SOTHO

MOLAO WA DITOKELO T3A TOKOLOGO
YEO E AMOGETSWEGO KONKRESENG (KGOBOKANONG) YA SETSHABA YEO
EBEGO E SWERWE KA DI 26 JUNI 1955.

SETSHABA SE TLO BUSWA KE MOETAPELE YO SE MO KGETHILEGO GOBA
MOETAPELA YO SETSHABA SE MO RATAGO.

DIHLOPHA KA MOKA TSA SETSHABA DI TLO BA LE DITOKELO TSE SWANAGO
GOBA DITOKELQO TSE LEKANAGO.

SETSHABA KA MOKA SE TLO ABELANA MAHUMO A LEFASE LA GABO BONA.
NAGA KA MOKA E TLO ABELWA BOHLE BAO BA E SOMETSEGO.

MOLAO O TLO TLEMA SETSHABA KA MOKA KA GO SWANA.

SETSHABA KA MOKA SE TLO IPSHINA KA DITOKELO TSA SONA.

GO TLO BA LE MESOMO LE TSHIRELETSO GO SETSHABA KA MOKA.
MENYAKO YA THUTO LE SETHO E TLO BULELWA SETSHABA KA MOKA KA GO
SWANA.

GO TLO BA LE MADULO A KGOTSOFATSAGO, GO SWANA LE DINTLO,
TSHIRELETSO LE BOIKETLO SETSHABENG KA MOKA.

SETSHABENG KA MOKA GO TLO BA LE KHUTSO LE SETSWALLE SA NNETE.
BOHLE KA MOKA BAO BA RATAGO SETSHABA LE LEFASE LA GABO BONA BA
BOLELA KA LENTSU LE TEE BA RE: RE TLO LWANELA DITOKOLOGO TSE RE D1
NYAKAGO XA MO RE KA KGONAGO KA GONA BOPHELONG KA MOKA BJA
RENA GO FIHLELA RE FENYA GOMME RA HWETSA TOXOLOGO YA KGONTHE.

Let all who love their people and their country now say, as we say here:

OUT OUR LIVES UNTIL WE HAVE WON OUR LIBERTY.

THESE FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR, SIDE BY SIDE, THROUGH-

g
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as adopted at the Congress of the People on 26 June 1955

PREAMBLE

We, the people of South Africa, declare for all our country and the
world to know:

That South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white,
and that no government can justly claim authority unless it is
based on the will of the people;

That our people have been robbed of their birthright to land,
liberty and peace by a form of government founded on injustice

and inequality; ISSULB BY TH!

That our country will never be prosperous or free umil 2l cur RELEASE MANDEI A COMMITTEE
people live in brotherhood, enjoying equal rights and oppor- 1% FLOOR, FORTLAND PLACE.
tunities; 37 JORISSEN ST.. BRAAMFONTLIN
That only a democratic state, based on the will of the people can 2017, JOHANNESBURG.
secure to 2ll their birthright withour distinetion ef colour, race, PRINTED BY SHAM'S PRINTERS,
sex or belief; BENONY

And therefore, we the people of South Africa, black and white,
together —— equals, countrymen and brothers — adopt this
FREEDOM CHARTER.

And we pledge ourselves to strive together, sparing nothing of our
strength and courage, until the democratic changes here set out
have been won.

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN THERE SHALL BE WORK AND SECURITY!

Every man and woman shall have the right to vote for and stand a3 2 candidate

for all bodics which make laws.

All '-ht people shall be entitled 1o take part in the administration of the country. All who work shall be free to form trade unions, to elect their officers and l0
The righo of the people shall be the fame regardles of race, colour or sex. make wage agreements with their employers;

All bodies of minority ruie, advisory boards, councils and authorities shall be The mate shall recognise the right and duty of all 1o work, and to draw full
replaced by democratic organs of seli-govcrament. unemployment benefits;

Men and women of all races shall receive equal pay for equal work;
Theére shall be & forty-hour working week, a national minimum wage, paid
annaal leave, and sick leave for all workers, and maternity leave on full pay for

ALL NATIONAL GROUPS SHALL HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS! all working mothers;
There shall be oqgual status ix the bodies of state, in the oourts and in the schools Miners, domestic workers, farm workers and civil servants shall have the same
for all nxlionxlc;imup- and races; ’ rights as all athers who work;
All narsonal ps shall be m by law inst insults to their race and Child labour, compound labour, the tpt systemn and contract labour shall be
national pﬁdff“ P 7 faw agr abolished.
All people shall have equal rights o use thzir own languages and w develop
their own folk culture and costoens;
e b oty o2l rnosos ealo discrinsination sad. o THE DOORS OF LEARNING AND CULTURE SHALL BE
‘ J
All apartheid laws and practices shall be set aside. OPENED!
The government shall discover, develop and encourage national talent for the
THE PEOPLE SHALL SHARE IN THE COUNTRY'S WEALTH! enhancement of our culoural life;
All the cultural creasures of mankind shall be open to all, by frec exchange of
The national wealth of our country, the heritage of all South Africans, shall be books, ideas, and contact with other lands;
restored to the people; The aim of education shall be to teach the youth to Jove their people and their
The mineral wealth bcnar.h the soil, the banks and monopoly industry shall be culture, to honour human brotherhood, liberty and peace;
Ted to the p of the people as 2 whole; Education shall be frec, compulsory, universal and equal for all children;
All other industries and trade shall be controlied to amist the well-being of the Higher education and techajcl craining shall be opened (0 all by means of state
people; and schi ded on the baris of merit;
All people shall have equal rights to trade where they choose, to manufacture Adult illiteracy shall be enﬂléby a mass srate education plan;
and to enter all trades,crafts and professions. Teachers shall have all the rights of other citirens;

‘The colour bar in cultural life, in sport and in education shall be abolished.

THE-LAND SHALL BE SHARED AMONG THOSE WHO
WORKTIT! THERE SHALL BE HOUSES; SECURITY AND COMFGRT!

Restriction of land ownerthip on a racial hasis shall be ended, and all the Iand
re~divided amongs those who work it, m banish famine and land hunger;

The sate shall help the p with imp seed, and dams o All people shall have the right to live where they choose, 10 be decently housed,
save the s0il and amist the tillers.; and to bring up their families in comfort and security;

Freedam of movement thall be guaranteed 0 all who work on the land; Unused housing space to be made available to the people:

All shall have the right to occupy Iand wherever they choose; Rent and prices shall be lowered, food plentiful and no one shall go hungry;
People shall not be robbed of their cattle and forced labour and farm prisns A preventive health scheme shall be run by the sate;

shall be abolished. Free medical care and hospitalisation shadl be provided for all, with special care

for mothers and young children;
Slums shall be demolished and new suburbs built where all have trausport,
roads, lighting, playing fields, creches and social centres;

ALLSHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW The aged, the orphanas, the disabled 2nd the sick shall be cared for by the state;

. . . . . . Rest, leisure and recreation shall be the rightof all;
5o ope shell be imprironed, deported or resricted without fair trial; Fenced locations and ghetioes shall be abolished and laws which break up
No one shall be condermned by the order of any government official; families shall be led.

The courts shall be representative of all the people;

Imprisonment shall be only for scrious crimes against the people, and shall aim

at reeducation, ROt yengeance;

The police force and army shall be open to all on an equal basis and shall be the THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP!
helpers and protectors of the people;

All laws which discriminate on the grounds of race, colour or belief shall be

repealed.
South Africa be a fully independent state, which respects the rights and sover-
eignity of all nations;
ALLSHALL ENJOY HUMAN PIGHTS! South Africa shall strive 1o maintain world peace and the settiement of all inter-
national disputes by negotiation — not war;
The law shall guarantesso ail their right o speak, to organise, to mect together, Peace and fricndshi}? amongst all our people shall be secured by upholding the
o pubhd: 10 preach, to worship and t educate their children; equal rights, opportunities and status of all; .
“Fhe privacy of the house from police raids shall be protected by law; The people of the proteciorates — Basuioland, Bechuznaland and Swaziland —
All shall be free to travel without restriction from countryside to town, from shall be free to decide for themselves their own future;
province to prov‘mcc, and from South Africa abroad. The right of al) the peoples of Africa to independence and self-government shalli
Pass laws, permits and other lawsrestricting these {recdoms shall be abolished. be recognised, and shall be the basis of close co-operation.

Let all who love their people and their country now say, as we sav here:
THESE FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR, SIDE BY SIDE, THROUGH-
OUT OUR LIVES UNTIL WE HAVE WON OUR LIBERTY. f—
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