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lOWARD~ A JUST PEACE IN OUR -LAND 

A Dec.laration to End Consc.ription 

We live in an unjl..\st society where basic human right~ are denied 
+o the majority of the people. 

We live in an uneq.t.cal society where the land and weaJ+h are 
owned by the. minority. 

We live in a soc.ie.iy in a state of civil war, where. br-other is 
called on to fight brother.. 

We call for an end to conscription. 

YoCAnR men are. conscripted to maintain the illegal occupation of 
Namibia, and to wage unjust war against foreign countries. 

YoiAng men ~re conscripted to assist jn +he. implementation and 
defence. oF aparrheid policies. 

Young men who re.fuse fo serve.. are. faced with +he choice. of a 
life. of exile or a possible si)( years in prison. 

We call for an end fo conscript-ion. 

We believe that fhe. financial cost of the war increases +he pov~ of 
o1.4r courrl"ry.. ancl-that money should rather be. used in the. interests of peace. 

We be.\ie.ve that the extension of conscription to coloured and indian 
youth wiJ\ increase conflict and furfher cli~ide our country. 

WE BEUEVE THAT IT JS THE. MORAL RlCiHT OF SOUTH 
AFRICANS TO EXERCISE FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE 
AND TO CHOOSE NOT TO SER.Vf IN THE SADF. 

WE CALL FOR AN END TO CONSCRIPTION 

WE CALL FOR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND 

~5[8][2j@59(8j~)t ; 0 c [ (?)~ 
b,d em~w--:pfitm. ~paifn 
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During thr past year a number of "reforms" have been made. 
The protest and conflict surrounding this "reform" ·show that ·the people of 
South Africa reject these "reforms". 

* On the day that the new parliament was inaugurated 24 people died in Sharpeville 
during protests against rent increases. 

*The elections for the new tricameral parliament were marked by extremely low 
polls and poiice harassment. 

* The increased power granted to the Black Local Authorities led to· unrest in 
Parys and Welkom. 

* The government has increased the budget for Black education, yet at one stage 
nearly 650 000 students were out on boycott rejecting the content of that education. 

* Despite the Nkomat1 accord, which aimed to halt the movement of the ANC in South 
Africa, bombings_and guerilla activity have increased. 

THE SO-CALLED REFORMS HAVE INCREASED THE CONFLICT IN OUR COUNTRY 

The SADF has played a major role in initiating these reforms, and in co-operating 
with the police in trying to implement them. 

General Constand Viljoen, Chief of the Defence Force, recently toured trouble spots 
in the Vaal Triangle by helicopter, and was briefed by the SAP. 

More and more, the SADF has been involved in a civil war. This has forced South 
Africans into a situation where brother is fighting brother and neighbour fighting 
neighbour. 

We believe that there can only be a just peace in South Africa whern basic human 
rights are afforded to all South African 

The SADF is being called upon to quell resistance in the streets of South Africa. 
Conscription into the SADF means conscription to defend the New Deal and becoming 
involved in an escalating civil war. 

We believe that every one has the moral right to exercise freedom of conscience 
and choose whether to fight in the SADF or not 

We call for an end to conscription 
issued by Jo'burg ECC 
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TOWARDS A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND 

A Declaration to End Conscription 

We live in an unjust society ~ere basic human rights are denied to the majority 

of the people. 

We live in an unequal society where the land and wealth are owned by the 

minority. 

We live in a society in a state of civil war, where brother is called on to 

fight brother. 

We call for an end to conscription. 

Y~ung men are conscripted to maintain the illegal occupation of Namibia, and 

.to wage unjust war against foreign countries. 

Young men are conscripted to assist in the implementation and defence of 

apartheid policies. 

Young men who refuse to serve are faced with the· choice of a life of exile or 

a possible six years in prison. 

We call for an end to conscription. 

We believe that the financial cost of the war increases the poverty of our 

country, and that money should rather be used in the interests of peace. 

We believe that the extension of conscription to Coloured and Indian youth will 

increase conflict and further divide our country. 

WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS THE MORAL RIGHT OF SOUTH AFRICANS TO EXERCISE FREEDOM OF 
CONSCIENCE AND TO CHOOSE NOT TO SERVE IN THE SADF. 

WE CALL FOR AN END TO CONSCRIPTION 

WE CALL FOR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND 

Endorsed by: ································~····························· 

Publ~shed by End Conscription Committee 
Prin~ed-on Peace Print, Durban 
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RESCI,1Jl:'IC.N r.AS:::D HY ::EGIO.NJiL COUNUIL CF THE U.D.F. EAS~ER!'J CAFE 

REGIOl'"; AT COl'JFEREr1CE .H::::LD O.N 4 DEC3l'lHER 1983 

!·1oti.t>ns forwarded by: 

.NU.S.AS. (Rhodes) (On nilitarisation & Co.nscri'Dtion) 

This conference Noting: 

(1) Tne iucreasing militarisation and rapidly expanding role of tue 
SADF in S.A. Society and in Southern A£rica as a Wuole; 

(2) Tne state's intention to. extend conscription lbo J~.coloureds" 
and "Ind.ians"•'l'l·lith the introduction of the 1983 Constitution 
Bill; 

(3) The couraeeous stand taken by t:......,se refusing to participate 
in the SADF; 

~ The increasing acces:: of the :-.;.A.DF to school & school-children. 

Eelievin~: 

( 1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

e 

7hat the role of the SADF is fundamental in upholding 
apartheid, both through the use oi' force a.r..d to win tiJ.e 
hearts and minds of the people. 

That the BADF is engaged in a civil war. 

That the~}DF is illegally occupying Nam~ia against the 
rrishes o majority of liamibians. 

" That the E~DF is in~olved in offensive activities d.esiened to 
desta~ilise Soutbern ~trrican countries as they attem?t to 
build stable aud democratic societies. 

That the conscription of "coloureas" "Indians" will be one of 
tne prices tied to Botha's'new deal'. 

Resolves: 

( ·r) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

To condemn the SADF's ongoing destabilisinr and re?res~ive 
actions. 

To ~xtend our support for the stand taken by Conscientious 
Objectors. 

To 
To support the call for~ end military conscription in all 
its forms. ~ 

To raise al'lareness on the r.ri.li tary issue ·throughout .. our 
Society, but in particular amongst school & university 
students, and to resist the intrusion of the ~ilitary into 
our schools a~d universities. 

Proposed: Nusas 

Seconded: I'lacwusa & Gl-:usa 
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DES CO'..: (On Detentions, ]annings and Rarrassments) 

Noting a 

1. ·The governments fra .Dtic all-out attempts to co-opt South Africans into 
its reform plans. 

2. That detentions, bannings, harrassments of those opposing apartheid 
continue unabated particularly the detention of one of our national 
patrons (Father Smanglliso Mkatshwa) by Ciskei. 

3. The banning of S;~WU and the harassment of other trade u.~ions. 

~~ The brutal repressive actions of the Sebe regime against the communities 
in the Border region opposing tts existence. 

:Believing: 

~. That harassment, detentions and repression in general will escalate as 
.,ore courageous South Africans ~ill orpose the Governments entrenchment of 

Apartheid.. 

2. That the responsibility for the Sebe regime's excessive violence against 
the peaceful bus boycott lies with racist Pretoria as it creates illegitimate 
:Bantustans TTi th puppet leaders. 

3. That the banning of SAAWU and harassment of other trade unions is an 
escalation of repression against workers. 

Resolves: 

l. To call upon the Government to turn from its path of conflict with the 
majority of our people by implementing the New Constitution and Koornof-Bills. 

2. To work for a just and democratic S.A. in spite of harassments, detentions 
and violence infli~ed by the government. 

~ To reject detention without brial-therefore demand the release of all 
~tainees unconiiticnall~. 

4• ~o ieman( the uncontitional release of all political prisoners. 

5· To iemani the tree operation of tr~4e unions in or4er to alleviate 
oppression of the workers. 

6. To d•mand the eradicatien of the Bantustan system of puppet leaierst acting 
as a buffer fer the government against tbe legitimate demands ef the people 
of S.J.. 
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rZ\:o (Uomen) 

Pe\·to endorses the stand taken on women by .National U.D.~' 

~oting: that Women are hal! the population of South Africa and 
that Wo~en in South -~rica suffer three types of oppression. 

1. Political oppresEion \{,,: .. ich is common to all blacks in S.A i.e. 
th•1 denial of right to vote for or choose the type of liovernment. 

?, Economic oppression as Women workers are even more exploited 
·::.:. ~n men \-lorkers. They are paid lower l':ages for the same job 
u.re treated as temporary staff and can ne -.fired at anyti:r:J.e 
especially if they fall preguant 

3. Social ou-pression \'::....ich steres from the idea tl+at 'l.<lOI:'len are 
born inferior to men and therefore have to play an inferior 
role in Society. 

~ nation can be free unless the ~omen too are free, and that we 
Wrnen must stand s!lould.er t-:o shoulder '\'ii th our men folk in the 
common struggle against poverty, race and class discrimination. 

Ue (Fe\'IO) resolves to join the United Democratic Front to oppose 
the constitution and Koornhof ~ills and to fight side oy side 
for a United Democratic and Non Racial South li!rica 

l'lover: Pewo 
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Resolution on Dummy Bodies: 

This conference notings 

l. That the Pretoria regime enjoys no legitimacy amongst the vast majority 
ot South Africans. 

2. That to effect tlie policies of racialism in the community, the government 
h&s ·created puppet structures like Management Committees, Community 
Councils and ]lack Local Authorities. 

3. 'l,ihat these puppet bodies enjoy minimal· supr•ort in ·the- community, evidenced­
by the shockingly low percentage polls in so-called elections. 

Believings 

1. That these dummy bodies can never serve the interests of our people • 

• esolves: 

1. To reject With co~tempt these dummy bodies. 

2. To build with renewed vigor our democratic mass-bassed community 
organisations, as the democratic voice of our people. 

3. To renew our commitment to struggle for a non-racial democratic S.A. 
based on the will of the people. 
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MA.CWUSA {On Unemplqyment and Economic Downturn) 

This conference noting: 

1. The pres·ent government causes perpetual exploitation, high unemployment 
{which results in malnutrition, starvation, eye.) by their economic 
sy:>tem. 

2. That the present government ignores and mocks the workers after collecting 
the wealth produced by them. 

:Bel i evin~: 

1. That the government should stop camouflaging exploitation with terms such 
as "Economic Downturn" 

2. That our lives and h~sltb deserve precedence over extravagances and 
billions spent on the S.A.D.F. 

~. That the wealth of the country should be shared amongst the workers who 
produce it. 

Resolves& 

1. To demand that workers {producers of wealth) of this country should 
decide on the utilisation of such wealth. 

2. To demand jobs tor the unemployed. 

3. To demand that those who are unemp~oyed be supported by a monthly grant 
equivalent to a decent living wage. 
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on £ducat.1on. Nusas (1\HoGes) 

.Noting 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

the struggle of students at most major tribal colleres 

the solidarity ooycotts in Ciskeian schools 

the brutal Inkatha attack and the violent police f.:. repressive 
action asaiust the stude~ts by ~iversity & sc~ool ad~inistratio: 

the Government's recent ~nite paper on the de Lange report in 
~llich separ~te aducation remains the cornerstone of 5.A's 
future J~p~rtheicl Education policy 

the edr.::issio~s criteria £~ su~cidy .formula l~:.:..ich 't·:ill serve to 
seYerel:y li::~i t ~be nwnoer of blacl: stuC.ent adDi ttend to "~·:!:.i te" 
univ-er£:ties 

(o) the e-~~lEio~ of school teachers i.t.o. the ~revisions of 
the colo1:red -:: I.tJ6ian :persons education .L.ct \':r.ich probihi t e teachers from oein~ i~vol .. ted. .in political \·Jork. 

3elieYinc·· 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

that the students strusgle for affective & denocratic 
participation in t:.e C.ecision-makiniT :process of the institutions 
of ed~~ation are ;art of the ongoing stru~gle ag~inst inferior 
education in this country 

that the re~ressive ~easures continually ~ages against the 
student uovernent are part of the overall state strater,y to 
eusure control of ed"Jcation at every level 

that the current "reform" initiatives are nothin~ more than a 
:tirntening of t.~..~.at control and a 1t:ay of ensurinr:: that education 
is streamlined to se1:,ve the needs of the capitalist economy 

.hereby resolves: 

ttC1) To fully support tte struggle of the students movement 

(2) To encourat;e t~e buildine: f.:. strenrr,tnenir1p; of onr,oing and 
United ~tude~t OrGanisation 

(3) To ~all on tbe N ~ C to address a letter of protest to the Dept. 
of ~ucation and Trainine and the Dept. of Internal P~fairs 
resardinG tne treat:::!lent that is meten out to teachers involved 
in community organisations 

(4) 'J • .'O continue the ficht and de:r:mnd :Oar a single, non-racial & 
democratic system of education based on the needs of the 
people in a free ~md United Zouth Africa 

Mover: Sue Lund - .Nusas 
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.P£~CO (On Cons-ci-cuion & Eoornhof Bills) 

This conference Noting: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

The attempts by the Botha-regime tol-:ards reform, by \':ay of the 
new Constitution and Koornhof Bills. 

The co-option of certain sections of our co~unity into an 
unacce~table ~overnme~ts. - ..... 

The reform initiatives as the most cohesive attempt to 
undermine the democratic Organisations of t~e people. 

(4) The grol•!ing strength of the democratic l!lOVe!:lent inside s .. ~. 
:Oelieves: 

( 1) That tbe hardships eA~erienced in our daily lives at present 
l·lill continue unabe.ted under the so-called nevt"dis:pensation". 

Tb;t the needs of our people can only be addressed by the 
establishment of a non-racial democracy in ttis country. 

Tr.erefore Resolves: 

(1) 

(2) 

C?) 

To reject and resist atte~pts to co-o~t our neo~le bv 
actively campait;ning against the constitution and I:oorr-~of 
3ills. 

To work tm·:ards the d.ra:\';ing-up of a democratic constitution 
w~ich will allow tue participation of all0~uth ;~ricans, and l·!uich is therefore based on the l·iill ~ the people. 

To call for a national convention for the purpose of 
drav1ing up such a. consti tuion, preceded by the release 
of all political prisoners, unbannincr of banned persons 
aud the unconditional return of all political exiles to 
allol·t participation of our leader.. in . the dral·!ing up of 
the constitution. 

1-'roposed: Peyco 

Des com Seconded: 
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' ~ t1j) - ::::> 
During the past year a number of ''reforms" have been made. 
The protest and conflict surrounding this "reform" show that the people of 
South Africa reject these "reforms". 

* On the day that the new parliament was inaugurated 24 people died in Sharpeville 
during protests against rent increases. 

*The elections for the new tricameral parliament were marked by extremely low 
polls and police harassment. 

* The increased power granted to the Black Local Authorities led to unrest in 
Parys and Welkom. 

* The government has increased the budget for Black education, yet at one stage 
nearly 650 DOD students were out on boycott rejecting the content of that education. 

* Despite the Nkomat1 accord, which aimed to halt the movement of the ANC in South 
Africa, bombings and guerilla activity have increased. 

THE SO-CALLED REFORMS HAVE INCREASED THE CONFLICT IN OUR COUNTRY 

The SADF has played a major role in initiating these reforms, and in co-operating 
with the police in trying to implement them. 

General Constand Viljoen, Chief of the Defence Force, recently toured trouble spots 
in the Vaal Triangle by helicopter, and was briefed by the SAP. 

More and more, the SADF has been involved in a civil war. This has forced South 
Africans into a situation where brother is fighting brother and neighbour fighting 
neighbour. 

Ae believe that there can only be a just peace in South Africa whern basic human 
rights are afforded to all South African 

The SADF is being called upon to quell resistance in the streets of South Africa. 
Conscription into the SADF means conscription to defend the New Deal and becoming 
involved in ari escalating ~ivil war. 

We believe that every one has the moral right to exercise freedom of conscience 
and choose whether to fight in the SADF or not 
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Dear Comrades, 

UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 

P. 0. Box 25063 
FERRE IRASTOWN 

2048 

~h A 'I>- 't" 

On the 15th July, the UDF conscription committee held a workshop on militarisation 

and conscription for all UDF affiliates. The workshop was attended by about 35 

people. 

During the workshop many ideas were discussed. Many of these were suggestions on 

how organisations could take up the issue of conscription during the anti- election 

campaign. We are sending all affiliates a copy of the minutes from the workshop. 

We hope.you will use some of the suggestions during your campaign 

the Anti-conscription Committee. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018. 
 



ANTI-CONSCRIPTION WORKSHOP 15 JULY 1984 

PRESENT: Winterveld Action Commitee; Lenasia Youth League; NUSAS; 

YCS; TIC; SAYO; ZAKBENI 

The workshop started with three speakers giving input on: 

1. CONSCRIPTION 

The development of conscription in S.A •. - a historical analysis 

Conscription and the new constitution - the extension of the call-up 

to "coloureds" and "indians". 

Various forms of resistance to conscription. 
. 

Conscription as a new terrain of struggle - the loopholes and the 

importance of us taking the initiative in challenging enforced conscrip­

tion. 

2. MILITIRI"Z.ATION 

Increasing militirization of ~ur country - the building up of the army. 

The increase in the Defence Budget linked to the increase in GST. 

Analysis of why the increase in militirization. 

The "hearts and minds" campaign of the SADF - veld-schools, camps etc. 

The importance of analysing the issue of militirization and taking up 

a campaign against it. 

3. NAMIBIA 

The present situation - role of the SADFt Koevoet and other units. 

~xtension of conscription to Namibians - linked to the hearts and minds 

campaign. 

Why the hearts and minds campaign failed in Namibia. 

S.A.'s resistance to implement U.N. resolution 435. 

Possibility of a settlement and the implications for us in S.A. 

The position of SWAPO and the level of internal organisation 

Lessons to be learnt from the Namibian situation and our response to it. 
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GROUP DISCUSSIONS 

1) How can individual organisations take up the issue in the short-term? 

2) How can UDF take up the issues in the short-term? (before elections) 

PUBLICITY - Individual organisations can produce media - newslettersi 

pamphletsi posters and stickers for distribution amongst their own 

constituencies. The media produced should focus on the role of the SADF 

in Namibia and Souht Africai raise the issue of increased GST in relation 

to the increased Defence Budgeti focus on an anti-election campaign, par­

ticularly linking the new constitution to conscription. 

If any of the above suggestions are going to be carried out at a mass level 

it is suggested that it should be produced by UDF and distributed through 

affilliate organisations. 

Religious groups should try and take it up in the churches and other 

religious places where the priests will be co-operative. It is important 

that this kind of issue be taken up un the church. 

Student organisations should try and take it up in the schools by 

organising debates and discussions around it. It is also important to talk 

to friends about it. The same would apply to youth organisations. 

Community organisations should make an attempt to link the issue of 

militirization and conscription to the people's struggle around electri­

city, rent and community councils. 

It is important to note that different organisations will take the issues 

up differently and it will also differ from area to area. 

OTHER SUGGESTIONS 

Emphasise the issue of conscription at the Youth rally and ail other 

mass meetings and gatherings that are going to take place before the 

elections. 

Organise relief groups to counter the SADF 

"Save your sons" campaign - letters to parents 

Press statements and letters to the press. 

SWAPO solidarity campaign 
Work closely with the ECC and invite th_m to the media workshop 

SUGGES"TIONS YO'R SLOGANS 
NO TO SADF 

CANCEL THE CALL-UP 

NO TO BOTHA'S ARMY 

STOP THE WAR AGAINST THE PEOPLE 
NO TO ARMY CALL-UP -DON 1 T VOTE 
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~ILITARISATION OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN STATE 

/'his UDl•' :·rally noting: 

1) the incre&singly crucial role of the military in the 
county's decision m~king pro~ess; 

2) the diversion of resource~ from housing, educ&tion and 
social w€lfare to ezpand an already blo~ted war-machine; 

3) the continued acts of nake~ aggression perpetrated by the 
SADF against liberated African States on our borders; 

ana believing: 

1) th~t the new constitution is a thinly-veiled manoeuvre 
aimed at forcing Indians and Coloureds to join the SADF; 

2) that the SADF is the go~ernments' primary instrument for 
maintaining white domination; 

Hereby resolves: 

1) to resist theMILITARISATION Jf our country; 

2) to resist any attempt to impose compulsory conscription 
of Indians and Coloureds; 

3) to deu~n! that the SADF ceases its campaign to destabilize our 
ne~ghbouring states. 
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.o\ HISTORY 

The atory of conscription is tht: stury I)( 
how the oppresaors have respunded to 
U;.e rcaistaDcc of the oppressed to 
;;.parthcid and exploitation. 

'n 1961 there were 10 000 whiu:sin the 
SADF with 9 months miliury service 
required. By 1980 60 OCO national 
service men and 2000 women with 2 
yeal'i military scrvicc required and 30 
day campa for 8 daya. 

In 1863 the Cape Corpa wu 
catabliahcd. It h~ been disbanded in 
15148 by_ the Nationalist govt.From 1963 
the main role of CC was auxiliary. 
l•rom 1875 its role bcpn to chanc. It 
became fuU member of SADF's fighting 
11DiU 1983. lSOO "coloureds" serving in 
cc. 
0\"cr 90pcrccnt of these arc drawn from 
fron. the rural areas. 
In 1875 the (Jnt group of indians bcpn 
traiJUD&. 
1n 1873 recriuncnt of African began. 
187~SADF began with training of 
BantllltaD armies -Transkci, Ciskci, 
Venda and Bophutatswana. 

1SlSO . vwio\11 ethnic uniLs were formed 
• Battalions 111, 112. 113, 121. 

Since 1Sl61 bcca111c of the demands of 
the military, resistance has increased. 

Li'..J SACC <~dopts resolution recog· 
nisin~ ri~rht of consdcntiolll 
objc• ·•n. 

J 97 7 Bishop Coul supr>urls I hi.~. 

UHB 110 persons scntent·cd tu 3 years 
for rcfu•ing to rl{(ht. 

I 8 79 S • 4 thousand conscripts fail to 
rc:port for military service. 

1982 By 1982 thousands of white 
males have gone into exile. 

1983 40C in detention barracks for 
refilling to fight. In this period 
a number of conscripu have 
objected on political, moral and 
rcligioua grounda. 

AMi RICA 

Bccauac of the increasing demands the 
Vietnamese ww made on the American 
people. and. thdr raourea, a 1troag anti­
war movc:mcntpw. 

Huge demos were held. Many American· 
especially Blac, rcfuacd to fight, a 
notable example being Mohamed Ali, 
(Cassuis Clay), the then heavy weight 
boxing chunpion of the world. 

In Portugal too, bccaUic of the suffer· 
ing the wara Portugal was fighting in 
Anaola, Mozambique and G11inca 
was cauaing the people in Ponugal, 
atrona resistance within Portugal grew. 
It grew to aucb proponiom that it led 
to the army ataging a coup, actting up a 
new govt which ligned peace with 
Frclimo. 

On 20 December 1978 the General Ass­
cmly of the UNO adopted a resolution 
recognising the right of conacicntioua· 
objection to military and police service 
Ulcd to enforce apartheid. 

ROLE OF THE SADF 

Among the internal rolca of the SADF 
arc:-
• Border protection commandos. 
• Anti • inaurgency unita. 
• lncrcasi.ag u1c of SAl>t· ,,craonncl in 

Townal!ip roadblcx:ka: aa wcU aa 
removals • 

• Training of bantustan armies. 
• Ideological role of attempting to win 

the hcarta and minda of the people 
through Civic Action programmes. 

NAMIBIA 

In Na~nibia the SAUl' ix ;m tNTIIJ>yinR 
army iii<·Jiillly rorrs<·nl in Jh:~l Jc•rr!h•ry. 

Its hearts i&Dd mintls .-oampai~:n hilS b"-c:n 
11 bupclcu fl&ilure ;u;·cuniing even ru the 
SAD!-'. This is especially the c:aac in the 
north where the majority of the pcuplc 
live; and the majority of whom support 
SWAPO. 

D&STABLISA TION 

Since 19 7 7, the SAD F has been in 
control of a large part of Southern 
Angola with the result that no infra· 
structure cxisu in that part of the 
country. 

It also makes regular "pre-emptive" 
raids into Mozambique, Angola, Swazi· 
lAnd etc .. 

The dcatabililing role also extends to 
pvuar aid to UNIT A and MNR. 

The dcstabilisation of the frondinc 

atatcs ensures that those countries 
economics remain weak and as a result 
dependent ~n So:.tth •"\friG .. 

THE SADF'S PLACI:: IN THE STAT!:: 
AND THE ECONOMY 

SADF officers arc members of the State 
Security Council which has great power 
within the atatc. It was the military who 
was ODe of the prftnc motivator~ for 
reform. Within the ~new deal' the SADF 
will have reprcacntation on aU 
parliamentary committcca. 

There arc cloac linka between big 
busincu and the SADF. Armscor is the 
Srd biggest company in South Africa. 

The recent increase inGST is mainly to 
provide for defence. 

PRESENT CONSCRIPTION 

• Although the Defence Act provides for 
the mobii.Uation of a National Reserve, 
for aU men under 55, irrespective or rac:e. 
only white men arc presently liable 
for rcgiatration and c:ons..·ription. 

•In on:ler for members of other national 
groups to be liable to register for 
military scrvicc, and to be conacripted, 
an act needs to be passed to amend 
the present lcl(islation. 

•Therr has hrrn :o ~yalrm nf fi"JCiAU at inn 
lur • oJ .. urc:•l y11nlh in lin· I>OISI. 

•1n Hili 7 thr '"Militr;&li•~n ul mr.n 
between liS ill&u 24 fur udcl tr;aiarinx 
wu nuadc eumpubory. ll w;u nc:ver 
atrictly enforced. 
•Thoac that were to be recruited were 
tboac who were yncmploycd or not 
undergoing education. 

"The aystcm of registration was abolished 
in 15181. 

Call-ups were based on a selective basil, 
with a -.-ommittee deciding on who to 
rccr~~it. 

NAMIBIA 

•In January 1981 conscription was 
~tended to aU men between 18 and 24. 

• it did not apply to men in Ovambo, 
Kavango, Kaokoland and Caprivi • the 
'lfficial ~n given for tbis.is.&hat 
suitable facilitica did not cxiat for 
people from thcac arcu. It ia, however, 
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more likely that thls was due to the 
atronc suppon for SWAPO in these 
ucaa md that an extension would 
have met with atong resistance. 

•it did not apply to men in Ovambo, 
Kavanco, K.aokoland and Caprivi • the 
official reuon given for thls is that 
auitable facilltiea did not exist for people 
from theae areas. It is, however, more 
likely that this wu due to the stron1 
suppOrt -r SWAPO in these areas and . 
that m extension would have: anet with 
e1rong reaiata~c:. 

•t\t pre~cnt there: ia ~ trial in N~mihioa uf 
a maa, t:ric Bin~. who refused to scf'/~ 
be<.!l...-e he aupporu SWAPO and because: 
hit brother it a fighter for SWAPO. 

In the three montha following th~ 

o:tc:uion of .:onscription mor~ th.&n 
8000 Namibianl ioined SWAPO. 
DemozutratioDI of suppon were held 
throughout the country with one 
common theme: 

"The 10-Called enemy ia your own 
brother who was forced to leave the 
COIIDtry because of oppresaion. The 
enemy of the South AfTican·army ia 
SWAPO • Who is SWAPO? SWAPO 
ia tbc people." 

EXTENSION OF CO!IlSCRIPTION 

A year allu the T:-a~Uvaal leader to the 
National Part) , F W de Klerk, 
nated: .. You cu't uk a man to f~ght 
for hia country if he can't vote. 
Amonc the terma of the new cozutitut­
ioaal diapcnaation is the guarantee that 
c:oloureda and indiana will get full 
votinr richu. It follows that their 
rcspoDiiblitin will increuc 
accordingly, which means they will 
bold oblisations to defend these righu." 

Thia poinu to one ot the major reuozu 
for the likely extension of conscription 
to coloureda ;and indians. The JCOVemmc:nt 
is attemptilll( to sell the: ide-• that it is 
committed to JICnuinc IKiwcr-sharintt. 
And if power i1 tu be seen tu bc:"gc:nuinc:ly 
shared", then c:uluureds ~nd 
indiana muat be seen w be defending 
their. newly acquired righu. Ia 10me 
more CODICI'Vative paru of the country, 
pcnuDent spokespersons have even 
arrued that one of the major reasons for 
introducing the new constitution, was to 
allow for the conscription of coloureds 
aDd indiana. 

The aecond reason concerns tne nature of 
the war iD South Africa. For the SADF, 
iC ia important that the 111erilla activity ia 
not perceived by the international comm· 
unity u being directed againlt the apan­
beid system, for it then gives the 
liberation movemenu a greater legitimacy 

Large scale black participation in the 
SADF reinforces the idea that the 
gueriDas are not inspired by anti­
racist scntimenu, but by a "Moarxist 
imperialist doctrine" 

Thirdly as the civil war intensifies, whites 
wiD become too thinly-spread to counter 
guerilla insurgency. It is already clear that 
the ANC haa moved from a campaign of 
limited sabotage tuwilfds a sustained 
cuerilla w;ar, ~d that the SADF i.s 
prq~ating tu c:uuntc:r this tbrouKh its ;an~.a 
dclc:nc:c: system whites .alrno.l)· (lu :! ~·c:.ars 
national sc:n·ke. 2 ~·can uf ("iiJ"I•s. oind 
then (puSsiblv) ~ limited period CoiCh ;·car 
in commando uniu. AI the war 
worsens there will be little or no room 
for extendinc the c:all·up within the 
white male population, maklng the call 
up of coloureds and and1ans both 
militarily and politically important. 

A founh aspect ahould be seen in the 
state attempting to divide the oppressed 
by attempting to draw in those it recruits 

POSSIBLE SCENARIO 

Durinc 1982 Magnus Malan said that the· 
covcmmcnt had considered conscripting 
colouredl and indiana through the 
eatabliahment of a ballot system ( ie a 
ccnain laid down percentage of 
conscriptees) but had decided against it 
in the short term due to lack of f"mances, 
facilities and manpower. 

Tbeac logiatical facton arc the major 
problems which the government face~ in 
iniJ'~ucing conscriotion for coloured. 
aad tacUans. The SADF could not at the 
•truke of a pen, force over :SO 000 blac:k 
•euf h intu their trainin~e Cllmf»>. 

Jlow, then, ia conscription likely to be 
extended? Last year Magnus Malan 
·~~ated Uaat a H._ tcll'llhng c:on~c:. 
npuon would be paued at the earliest 
pouible Sla~ft: in this 't"ssiun uf parli<a­
anc:nt. 

This rmuil,ility IIUW .... ., «fllitc· 
remote. '11ac:rc:: ia nu indio .otaull that 
suc:b an amendam:ut tu the: 
defence act ia even u11 the: parliamentary 
agenda. Even, then , it would have to go 
through S .. rcadinJ&S" as weD aa. a select 
committee stage. It thus seems very 
unlikely tba& a law will be pasted before 
parliament goes into recesa in June. 

Thia leavea 2 pouibilities open to the govt 
Either they could amend the Defence Ac.:t 
iD a special scsaion of parliament before 
the new cozutitutional system comes into 
op.-ration, or they can bulldoze it 
through the tri-cameral system, once 
they've offered cabinet posu to the 
likes of Hendrikse, Rajbansi and Franklyn 
Sonn. It should be remembered that the 
Labour Party Conference paued a 
resolution oppoaing an extension of 
conscription. 

t:ven then, the full implementation ol the 
·act will take many years. The SADt' will 

probably begin by enforcing the 
rcgiatratiun uf all t:nlroured and indian 
youth over the qe uf 16. At~ loater s~c: 
they will probaWy introduce ballot conl­
criptioa. (u happened with whites in 
1961), possibly concentrating on the 
rural an'aJ. An initiaU~· small percentage 
could be called up ~d drawn into some 
of the expanded work uf the S.\l>F. In 
the rur;al areas thl" \·unant.aJklo ~·stan 
c:uuld be: •trc:ngtlu:nc:cl. \while nati~tno&ll}· 
the Civi\· .\.-tiun Pru!Cfamnu: \·uuJd tilkt• 
un a n•·w rorou .. wilh ulac:k c:unsniptc~ 
inga1,oing in "n extensive '"hearu ;and 
minds" c:an1pail(n. 

l.MPLIC.-'."fiO!'lS OF.\:-.: t:Xn:~S!O~ 

*inte.nsification of civil war 
•expansion of MK 
•extenaivc usc by the govt of the new 6 
year prison aentent:e for objectors. 

•dramatic iacreasc in the cost of running 
the SADF (already R8 million per 
day!) 

WESTERN CAPE 

Facton hampcring/influcnc:ing 
conscription campaign in the Western 
Cape especially. 

~ 

• magazine • CO:ST.-\CT, distributed at 
schools. 

• Mello Burger • a supplement to the 
Burger which helps to popularise th~ 
SADF. 

• Adveru and military fuhiun. 
• Sweaters "Bt.oveg terrorisme" 

" I 1Wl Ail terrorisu" 
• l'ilms • c:ommerc:ial "HoUywood'• 

ftlms which glorify invol\·c:mc:nt in 
the military. 

• Picture story books for examplc: 
SoaiH>t<."ttr ;~ncl C ;ro·n~vc•JCt•·r. 

GuicJan.,;c J>ru~er;.auuun. 

Spuru. invulvemcnt by SAl>t· 
Campa for primary school ltida "kom 
sped saam" 

UNEMPLOYMENT ~~D 

~ 
RURAL 

Problems indude boredom and advent • 
urism whicti is anade worse by li&l·k ur 
fac:ilitieL AI a result people see the 
SADF providing benefiu and subsidin 
Navy • sltills training. 

GENERAL IMAGE OF SADF 

Civic Action has its cffecu. Army is 
used in reacttlement programmes as well 
as asaisating in natural disasters. 

Published by UDF, Printed on SRC Pre·ss, UCT. 
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I 
STELLENBOSCH 

1/ 
-:/ November 1984 

Die army soek jou 
Sebokeng wys vir ons ~ie toe­

~omsrol van die army. Dns 
is altyd deur die polisle onder­
druk, en nou gebruik hulle 
ook die ermy. Om die hele 
kwessie van diensplig te ver­
staan moet ons kyk ne die vol-
gende: ! 

Die regering gee jaerliks 
massiewe bedrae op die army 
uit. Vanaf 1959 se 29 mil­
joen rand het dit venja~r 

gegroei tot omtrent W,OOO 
miljoen rand. Dit is 2S keer 
meer as wat hulle op oenuiaing 
ui tgee. Terse! fdertyd p!raat 
die radio, TV en koerante van 
vrede. Wetter soort vr~de 

is die? 
Omtrent 100 000 Suid­

Afrikeenae menae moet jaerliks 
diensplig doen. Tot dusver 
was almel 'wit tes '. A a h~o~lle 
weier om te gaan, moet hulle 
vir ses jaar in die tronk sit 
of hul geooorteland verlaat. 
Nou wil die regering begin om 
'kleurlinge' en 'i~di!rs' army 
toe te •tuur. Volgena hulle 
is one nou deel van die nuwe 
bedeling, en daarom moet ans 
ook ons land verdedig. 

Maar die mense vra: 'Wat se 
oorlog is dit waarin ons moet 
veg? Wat soek die army in 
lande soos Angola en Namibi!? 

Sold ate in Sebokeng 
Op 23 Oktooer het 7 000 soldat.e en poliaiemanne Sebokeng 

omsi~ge~ om opstande te kwel. Dieselfde dag het hulle 'Operasie 
Pa~m1et in Sha~pv~lle en Bo~patong voortgesit. 
.Ole soldate het ~n d1e st~ate ~amflette uitgedeel om die mense se guns te 

w, -~i Meer as 350 ~~oners_1S ~"j~vang en vemoor in spesiale h01o1e. Volgens 
LOLo ~nle Grange, Mln~ster ~a". 'Wet en Orde', was die doel om 'die area van 
krim ele en rewolus1onllre '.:lemente te bevry'. Hull£ het net Qewone oortret1es 
gevin, 1 

Die regering se akr.4ie is sterk dfgekeur deur die mense se 
organis asi~s. F Die ·.Leier van die rederesie van Suid-Afrikaanse 
Vakoonde,\ oe ~st.er, het gesi dat 'dit ~ duidelike paging wes 
om die 1n•oners ·~e intimideer wat bloot prooeer om hul lewens-
standarde te ve· rhoog '. Die· uor ae die regering moet vol do en 
een die eise van die meerderheid en nie met geweld antwoord nie. 

Hoekom praat P.W.Bothe van 
vrede met ander leiers as 
daar nie eens vrede tn ons 
eie land is nie? Dit doen hy 
terwyl ons eie leiers in die 
tronk sit of aengehou word· 
aonder verhoor!' 

Met. die Minister se aan­
kondiging bet.eken dlt dat dte 
army nou ook ~ pol1t.1eke rol 
gaaR speel in ons land. Ole 
mense wet nou deur die army 
onderdruk word is gewone bur­
gers en nie ons vydand nie. 
Oit is mense wat kwaad ia oa­
aat huur, d1enst.efooie, kos­
pryse an G.s.T. alles apgaan 
terwyl lane dieselfde bly. 
En as hulle ant.evrede is kan 
hulle niks daar~an doen nie. 
Hoekom? Omdat die Nuwe Bede­
ling •swart.es' u1tsluit van 
die regering van die land. 

BURGEROORLOG 
As ons n~u by die army gaan 

eanalu1t, sal ons gebrulk word 
om ona eie menee te onderdruk. 
Le Grange ae besluit betaken 
dst Suid-Afrika nau teen ho•aelf 
oarlog maak. Oit is bur;eraor­
log. Is Jy bereid am apartheid 
te verdedig en anderdrukking · 
nog erger te maak? 

Die uor het die reger1ng 
sterk gekrit.iseer vir ay nuwe 
plen om die army te gebrulke 
90% van mense in Claet.esville 
en Idas Vallei 1 s teen diena­
plig gekant.. Dit is wet menae 
si: 

'Ek is ~ tweede-handae burg~ 
in die land. Aa ek gaan, deft I 
beskerm ek net die 'w ltt.es' 
se belenge. So vergeet daarvan.• 

'Wit kan baklei en dienaplig 
doen, want dit is hulle wat. 
skelm is. Dit is oak die •enae 
wet agt.er Hendrikae en Curry 
aan hsrdlcop wat ~ie sell-cuta 
sal beskerm. • 

Hendrikse sit nou saam met 
Sotho-hulle in die kebinet. 
Stem hy saam dat die army 
gebruik word om one eie menae 
te onderdruk? Ja! Val;ena 
Abe Williams. . • 

Ons vra: Hoe kan d~e re;erlng 
jou dwing om teen jou ele manse 
te veg? Daarom verwerp ana die 
regering, went ons verwerp die 
gebruik van ·gewel d en die al'llly 
om ons mense se regverdige elae 
te onderdruk. So sal dear 
nooit vrede kom in Suld-Afrlka 
nie. 

Gaanjyf 
Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018. 
 



Huurders se nee ~~~~~~~'"~~~~~0~1 
Op 3 September het i nwoners van 

townships in die Vaal-driehoek ra hulle 
counci 1 se kantore gemasjeer. Hulle wu 
wou NEE se vir die hoer huur. Die op­
tog het vreedsaam begin maar kor·t daar­
na is mense doodgemaak, winkels Qe-
plunde.r en geboue afgebrand. Die vol-
gende dag is 26 mense dood en 48 beseer 
Mense wil weet waarom dit gebeur net. 
Wat beteken dit? 

In Augustus vanjaar is inwoners van 
Evaton, Lekoa, Sharpville, Sebokeng en 
Goibatong deur hul councils ingelig 
dat hulle huur gaan styg. Op Sondag 
3 September is drie massavergaderings 
gehou en 'n huurkomitee is gekies 
om teen die verhogings te veg. Die 
mense het sterk gevoel oor die saak 
omdat hulle nie vir die counci 1 (net 
soos bestuurskomitee) gestem het nie 
en nie geld vir die hoer huur het nie. 
Hulle het besluit om werk en skole te 
boikot en na die council se kantoor 
te masjeer. 

GE'1!ELD NEEH OOR 

Op Maandagoggend het die mense vreed­
saam begin masjeer. Hulle het 'n lid 
van die Evaton counci 1, Leburu Diphoko, 
gevra om saam te stap. Hy het geweier 
en het op hulle geskiet. Twee mense is 
doodgeskiet. Die skare het daarop 
gereageer en hulle het hom doodgemaak. 

Ander se dat die teenwoordigheid en 
die geweld van die polisfe mense uit­
ge l ok het. Op een stadium was 660 
mense deur die polisie gearresteer toe 
hulle begrafnisse van slagoffers van 
die opstand bygewoon het. Alhoewel die 
polisie eers rubber koe~ls en traangas 
gebruik het, het hulle later met gewone 
gewere en koeels geskiet. 

NET TOT HIER 

Die mense voel dat hulle al te veel 
moes opvreet. Die huur verhoogi'ngs was 
die laaste strooi. Die mense word vir 
jare onder die broodlyn betaal en be-
huising is haglik. En in Augustus 
het die regering gevra gevra dat 
'kleur\inge' en 'indiers' vir Botha se 
'new deal' moet stem. Dit is die 
4-2-1-0 deal omdat vir elke 4 'wi ttes' 
is daar 2 'kleurlinge', 1 'indier' en 
geen a1ricans nie .. '1ense semens­
waardigheid word van hulle ontneem, 
wan~ :keer op keer word die deur in die 
meerderneid van die land se 9esig toe­
klap. 

Om die situasie in die Vanl dt·iehoek 
te verstaan, moet ons dit sien as 'n 
reaks1e teen die nuwe grondviet wat die 
meerderheid van Suid-Afrika uitsluit. 
Dit is 'n NEE vir aparth"eid en ekonomiese 
uitbuiting. Dus moet die regering die 
skuld van die verl ies van lewe en die 
miljoene se r·ande skacle dra. 

studente hulle skole- 33 ooa daar­
van in die Vaa ldriehoek. Hulle staan 
saa111 met hulle ouers teen die hoer 
huur. Hlllle staan saam teen onqelyke 
onderwys en v1 r 'n einde a an inferior 
:Gantu Education'. Hulle staan vir 
n Su1 d-Afn ka vry van apartheid 

en uJtbuiting. 

ONS EIS SRCs 

Lulu Johnson, president van die 
Congress of South African Students 
{COSAS) het ges~ dat daar nog twee 
be I ang ri ke redes is ·.vaa rom s tudente 
boikot. Eerstens wou hulle hulle woede 
wys oor die hou van die aparthei dsver­
kiesings in Auaustus. Tweedens eis 
hulle die volqende by skole: 

- SRCs wat werk vir die studente in 
die plek van die ore!ekte-sisteem; 

- afskaffina van die ouderdomsbeper­
king wat studente bo 20 jaar verbied om 
St. 10 te doen; 

- 'Gantu education' moet uitgegooi 
word; 

- al die kinders van die 1and moet in 
een gelyke en vrye sisteem leet· .. 

New Deal is No Deal 
Net 18% v3n die 'kleurling' 
stemregtigdes het gaan stem. 
In die Skiereiland was die 
stem persentasie nog laer -
net 5~! Met die indiers wQs 
dit aiesel'~e storie. 

Die Jitslae van die ver­
kiesi"~ vir die 'kleurling' 
en 1 i 1 j i E r ' h u is e i s 'n o o r­
winni,g "ir die UDF ~n almal 
LJat staan Ji r 'n verenigde, 
demokratiese Suid-Afika. 
Rajbansi en Hennrikse was slim 
om t.e vra c:at 'n referendLiffi nie 
geho:..; uord nie, uJant hulle 
het geweet wat die gevolge 
sou wees. Jns kon dus cie 
'New Deal' net teenstaan deur 
die verkiesing te boikot. Dit 
is ook wat die mense gedoen 
het. Op stemdag het duisende 
mense weg~ebly. Baie van 
Jie s~emme wat uitgebring is, 
~as SJesiale stemme. 

~~:t :e:.e~o..en Unt Hajt.Ja11~·ji, 

~JL::.n ·:·: .... s:: ....., l:wrr· 1 CJEt:'"l :TIOn·laJt 

Hulle is egter nou vas in 
P.W.Botha se hande en moet met 
hom saamspeel. Hulle verdien 
nou groot salarisse - parle-
m ntslede kry R43 DOD en 
m nister R75 000 - terwyl 
d e mense nog swaard~r kry. 
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·United Democratic Front 
(Natal Region) 

27th April 1984 

P.O • .80% 48060 
QJUJlbm 4078 

Tellphona J2-7860 
6J280 

Dear Affliate, 
The Evaluation workshop scheduled for 
as several affliates were holding 
time. The workshop will now be held on 
the Ecumenical Centre CSt JasephsJ. 

the 14th April was nat held 
public meetin-:Js. at the sam~ 
the 12/5/84 at 2.00 p.m. at 

Attendance at the last 3 General Council meetings has been poor, 
parttcularly the last one. Ur~ent matters will be discussed an the 
12th. 

A report from the Conscription sub-committee is enclosed. 
Affliates are requested ta discuss the report which will be tabled 
at the-next G.C. meeting. 

Only 6 affliates have returned the questionnaire distributed by 
the Evaluation Committee if you have not please return it ta 
the UDF offices by the 7/5/84. 

The M.s.c. is going very badly - please call at the offices ta 
discuss how your area/ organisation can improve its contribution 
ta this campaign. 

Yours in Struggle 

~ ----~-----
·_,/ i . -t I 

•. //' I : ,., .: I r L • ( uc<.. V ' ._.._, • •···""- I ..... 

./ ··'( (/ / 
i .. 1:-~ 
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27th April 1984 

Dear Aff 1 iate, 
The Evaluation workshop scheduled for 
as 5everal af~liates were holding 
time. The workshop will now be held on 
the Ecumenical Centre CSt Josephs>. 

the 14th April was not held 
public meetinss at the same 
the 12/5/84 at 2.00 p.m. at 

Attendance at the last 3 General Council meetinss has been poor, 
partfcularly the last one. Ursent matters will be discussed on the 
12th. 

A report from the Conscription sub-committee is enclosed. 
Affliates are requested to discuss the report which will be tabled 
at ~he next G.C. meetin9. 

Only 6 affliates have returned the questionnaire distributed by 
the Evaluation Committee if you have not please return it to 
the UDF offices by the 7/3/84. 

The M.s.c. is 9oin9 very badly - please call at the offices to 
discuss how your area/ orsanisation can improve its contribution 
to this campaisn. 

Yours in Strussle 

---~-----
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.z~v- ~- (...()Nei~\-1 co"''"'~ f~"'"'~ 
-xrr-:\i:n-cor::;ci1Ji"i'IOII eM. ·,·.-,JGrr. 

W1'!l0DUCA'lml 0 
'!'he r.oven-.!::ent h1u1 thi'C:lt,.r.l.'il to t.Y.tr.nl conocrijJtion to coloured and 

indhn youth, and U is oyytcmntic:.t.lly incJ·enoint; tho rolo tho GIT.I:/ 

ploys in South Af lcnn society. In thr. UOF Anti-Conocrlption Cnmpoicn 
l'le aira to Ca.':lb'at. both of th~s~ otatc otnotce;iea and to put foro\Yrd our 

ol'lr. co:r.'llltt::ol.'r:t to toutle! a r;ceceful fut;.~rc fo>r South ,\fricn. The 
Anti-Conscri?tior. Cor.:rnit~ee•s (ACC) ohort hr::~ prot,rnJ:O.r.•c inhr,rotes or. 

ont.i-conocrl!ltlon c-.;;,peicn into thr. UDF ''"ti-r.lecaon !ltl·a~ocy. nut 

UDJ' 11loo n11r.t!.s a lonr. te nn proe;r:unmCI. 1-t:e SADP will continue to try to 
~rin tho hearts ant!. Dinc!o of the pr.o.,le and •rill continue to be uaed 

' or,ainst our people ln their stJ"Ur,elr.s inside the country. 

LOiiG tr.ru:: J>RCGi1/I:.J.:E 

UDF ia buUdine a nationtll conscUuoncss in opposition to Apartheid and 
er.ploitotion, Our ai~o are to build a broed moas OP?Ooition to the 

e~t~nslon of conscri~tion lr:to t~is consciousness of the people ot 
So~th Africa. 

to do so, •:e DIUOt build n r:ddeopreod undcrotor.t!.ing or how the SADF I 

oppresses us. It is importnnt ~hot tho focus of our compair,n 1• not 

li~ited to conscription. The army nlreody reaches our co~aunitiea 

throur.h TV, ~roJlar.rmda newspapers, youth and school Cllllps. A a a recul t, 

it iS l!lnk,nr, IIO;nl!' procre&S in Ytinninf the htnrh Ond mirtdl Of people 

both in the african townohipn and in the so-cnlled coleured areas. 
And, the KADF is used to cnt3h oppooition to Apartheid and in the 
forced removnla of p~op\e, 

\Yo must build a ropulcr unde rn tnni dne of n!lnt the SADF h do rondint: 

nnd or •~ho 1t is fichtinr, t•c:nr.At <\nd t·:hat tt .. :· dcmnnds art; nnd of 

what the cont!.iUons for pe<1ce <1re in South Af.icn. 

In tho Anti-Conscription Clunpnign, •:e DIUst ensure that v:e build 

r~aarrosive oreaniaation. Studeht and youth or8nnisationa ore 

particularly in~JlOrtant becouaJe thooe ore the li:roups \YhO will be 

conscripted f1 rot. All orsc.nhntion ~·ust be oppropl'inte to local 

conditions. The Anti-Conscription Ca~pnign ~ust popu}ari~e ond 

strengthen UDF, and build ollinnces with other eroupa like the churchea 

teachers t;nd effiliatea ot the En«l Conscription ':"rr.iUee::(ECC). 

The UDP ia eatnbllahinR nren comL1itteea in the arena it calla 'the ru 
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. lL> I 

rur:1l areoo', The r.ovcrnmcmt hno uoed thece areas as Us ll!aia:t tloUrot 
of recruUmtnt for the police and the SADP, esr.acinlly from tllue. 
cla aified coloured and Inidian, Ovor 9o~ or the re ruita for the 
Cope Corpe come !roa the rural areaa, ear.eclolly fro~ aome of the 
smaller to\YnS like Paerl, Stellonboach and Snldanha. It h likely that 
the extension of conscription will have its ffiOat 1~~e4tate effect in 
the rural areas. So 1h is neceaerRy for us to work out apjlropriate ways 
in "·hich to extend our carnpo1cn to thest arena, and to aa:;;ht ln. bui'l4-
ine orr.nnioation in these areas, 

.o\ll the organisations affiliated to the UDP - coau:.unity, youth• atu4tlllt 
and women'a orcaniaaUona, and trade unio;'ls - must develop approt:tiatt 
v1aya to coW\ter the long tor.n effect a of the SADP' a pro;~aganda and 
ita att4mpta to conscript our youtb, 

'Ito I!IUot a tart creche a, day care centra and jur.1or yo. th croup a iJ\ a a 
many areas aa !JOssible, •·:here altanu1tlve education )Jror.roc:.,ea can be 
orcaniocd, lYe cannot si~ply oppose the SADF's sUc::o:pts to l'lin over our 
children, We ffiUst help our children to understand tnat an alternative, 
eociet:y where wa can live to8tther ln Feaca and !rlendahip la pottible. 

The SADP has identified the ochoolo and other educaLional institutions 
as their tartot, We too ohould paT special attention to school committe 
parent-teachers 011· •ciation and parent como:ittea1. \'/hare noceallatr 
such ore~nication• ahould be atarted by civic, woman and youth bo4iea 
to IYOrk alon(:oido tho exioti~ or~;anhCitlons in c.ur n:reas. Thla h vel') 
important bocouse the parento theasolvea mu 0t fight the attempta b7 
the IADP to indoctrinate and in!luonoe their childreu. 

As the Anti-Conscription Campaign deva~ops, it may be useful to ~rina 
out a regular newsletter daalin& oepcitically with the probleaa relatei 
to conscription and the SADP. Por the Koment, it ia more aonvenlent 
to uoo apace in the UDP Nawa and other comcunit:r pavera to flrfor. 
thia function, 

The proBr~• of action muat cover botn urban and rural areal. Alt~O~&J 
tho drnamict ot these aroaa differ and the campaign will bave to tatl 
thaoe condUloue into accoW\t 1 thtre mrut be a Wlifying focua, !MI. 
muat be borne in •lnd when cbooaing elDgana and de~3n4e, and 1ft 

producing Qodia. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018. 
 



' ....... .. . ..... ~ 
We net4 \o know exactly w~ot the SADP is doing and plan&n g to work out 
an effective ?roeran=-o of action. We need to e\art reaearch in all 
aapecte of SADP work and proeraw~ea ao that we can reapon4 ~aaninctull7 
to ita win the hcartu and minda c~poign. 

SHORT TERJo: PROGRAt;::.:E 

At each atage in th~ c~~paign, we muat act ouraelvea identifiable abort 
tem objecttvoo •vhich will cove us closer to our long \11'111 objao\lvea. 
In order to ~o \hie we must a) carry out work amongst our_affiliatee 
b) intecrate Rn unc!eratonding of conocriJ•Uon into all UDP work 
c) carry out work in our areas otrned at ~be general public. 

We muet build an undcr~tnnding of the role of the SADP Mnd of \be 
i11portance of the conscription c11111paign amoflltnt UDP affiUatea. the 
ACC will continue to have opan eve~inge in vorioua areaa. the unaucceaa­
ful experience of the Athlono open oveninr, lost year should be buiU 
on and improved. The ACC must assist the Sir,rmturo campai~tn Truining 
eub-co~ittee to intor.rote thio understanding into the education of 
activiete around the 3icnature C3111poign n.nc! the An\1-ElocU.on 
Cnqpaign. The ACC mua~ wake ite resourceu acceeaible to the organisa­
Uone and to activlstr. and uhould info:MD thea• as to what reaourcea are 
available. Tho ACC will collect oa QUCh info~ation as possible about 
tbe activities of the SADP in our oomr3un1Uea by appraochinB the UDP 
aff111atea, and ~o orca ond rer,ionnl co~aitteoa. In this way the ACe 
can try to draw the link bP.hll!f!n tho extension of conacription and 
the new Constitution r111d to in\egrRte oppodtion to conecription aa 
part of the UDP' a Anti-Election Campaign, 

Tho ACC niuat educate tho public about the De fence Pore•' • role in 
mainta1n1ntt Apart,hid n: d on the importnnce of dllmocr~tUc change 
in South Arricn ao a pre-condi Uon for !•o~ce. Posters can be made to 
populnriee the Anti-Conscription Campnir.n. The ACC can orgnnia' 
paator-making wor~~hopa to aecit with this.Pro• ti111 to time, the ACC 
w~ll organice a rally or cultural event to fooua on conscription. 
The ACC should ensure widespread pu~licitr on issue relating to 
conscription and should write articles ·for pru~rosaive nowspapera. 
the UDP lo£0 and the alognn. 'No to Apartehid Conecription• will aerve 
to identifJ the Anti-Conacription Campaign. the SADP camps ~uat be 
oppoatd aa widtlJ aa possible in order to build up an underatandlng 
of how the SADP ia uaing thea6 campa. 
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OTHER PACTORS '1'0 BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN PLAtiiiiiiG THE CAI.:PAICJ'f 

tho sovei'Miont knona thRt there 18 already a grorting reeiltance to the 
extenaion of oonacrh•tion. It 1uay ilaJlltment consoripUon lor Coloureda 
and InUo.na ln wch a way ttlat U attrach laast attention. 

The Labour Pllrty baa dsoided to co into the Tri-Cameral Parliemetn, Jet 
they olai• to re~eot conscription for youth classified Coloured and 
Indian. UDP ahould expoae thia contradcition. 

The SADP ia capi~~1~1n, o~ the high unemployment amonr.Bt Blacks to 
attract young people to Join ita rankal Slogans must b~ caretully ael 
selected to develop overtime, a rejection of the IADP as a whole. But 
this cannot be aaswned as the ttorUng r·oint. 

fhlt it particularly true of the rur3l areas because the SADP haa focuae4 · 
on these arcaa 111 a supply of peo;,le for itt various sections and- eap 
eapeciqlly for the army. 

The peoples attltidoe are ijportant ln ~lanning a cno~aign. People 
dhtineuleh between "the ann,y and the nnV)'. The navy is not aeen in the 
aamo untavourablo lieht aa the anny and tho Cape Corp:s. 

Our CODL'IIunUlea no lont:er only oxt~erlenc•l the army as an external force. 
The S.,DP encouracea U mombere ln the blllck comr.:unltic::: to wear thelt' 
uaU'o:rus when they co1ne homo from border duty. 

Schools and ao on need to be ••~are that the ret;istra~ion j1roceea pre4e4e 
conscription. And lt is not lllceal to not register. 

People do not htwe a oloar rejection ot the SADP and aro ac3re4 of (tl 
power. The campolgn cuet take thla into account. 

Tho role of the SADP ie a very aenaltlvt iasue ln South Afr1cn. We must 
anticipate the reaction of tho atnte 1 and urtderatnnd the lecal pooition 
vla a vle tho OffiolRl Sr.crote Act nnd ho Dolence Act. 

'1'he role of the SADP 1a oonatantly oho.nelna. Tho ncr, D'ltenco Ar.l4n6111tdt 
Act refieotl a llpltioant chanae. nt RkomaU Accord and the Chlr.lln& 
situation with regnr4 to Namibia alter the way in which tbe SAD! 

lnterncts with the people of South Attica • 

-··.··- • • , .• "! ... :: .. -- ..... .... ;. , . ' ...... ,,., ... , ..... _.... ······ ·~·,_. ................ ..__.. __ ...._.,... 
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CAHAC, ·_cA:Ybo-:;:·;tfusAs, _ cosG·, . ret~·: Yiwo~ . < ..... :·.-. ·;:; . . . . . ':-_ .... : .--~ . COSAS, AZ~~I,j:~fi~j~;.~f 
i. 

. . 
2. PREAMBLE 

2. 1 I-t embers of the commission were drawn solely from the Western Cape; 
the recommendations consequently reflect the organisational 
experiepcss of one region only. 

2.2 Discussion was based on our experiences of the early stages of the 
anti-constitutional proposals campaign. 

2.3 :t ~as constantly stressed that the conscription issue can not be 
~~en independently of ot~er UDF work; bu~ ra~her, it will be ~n 
int~gr~l p3rt of, for example, an anti-eo-option campaign o= a 
:=:ignRture campaign. However, the commissions recommendationf: 
~ere made without a cle~r awareness of UDF's overall direction for 
1984. 

GOALS 0~, A COHSCRIPTICN CAHPAIGN. 

3.~ To build·UDF by consolidatin~ existing organisRtions ~na extending 
to n e•:: areas. 

3.~ ~o c~eate awarenes~ 9f the conscriptio~ issue a~ongst a wide section 
of ~he :lllblic • .. 

4. lOGU:S 01, A CONSCRIPTION CAf-iPAIGN'. 

4. 1 ·ro oppose the drafting of legislation extending conscription to 
coloureds and indians. 

4.2 To oppose the ;lmplementation of legislation if and when it ie·; · ': .. :.;::_·· <';._._.,,.;;~ 

5. 

passed. 

4.5 To support those who refuse to comply with their call-up~· -~ ., - .... ~. ~ 

PROGRM~ME OF A CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN ;.,_ .. 

5.1 Introduction-
~he commission ~elt that it could not mechanistically map out an 
entire campaign. The course of the campaign will be partially 
determined by; .. -

.. a) factors beyond UDF's control, such a.s possible referenda, tri-
'•"•· cameral elections· or the introduction of legislation.. _ , _ 
~~~b.):. other·' VDF"·campaigns . _ · . · ., ·-· · ?·:.::.--: · · · .. -~:~: ... _:;: , .. _;···· 
~;~·what appears __ below is therefore just one possible programme which. · 

. . ''~:-. ' .~- ;~~~:~;~i:·.:/~·:·?,;;:' .: i-; "•i·>•·'•.';~:·:~' .:'.-~···~;~··}·~~-;::~~;<;,:!. ::~··!·:.!~ 

.. 
. ~ .. ~, ... 

~-
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&, ·.· . . . . 

a) to %termine the pacing of the. campaign,how it relates to other 
UDF activities, and how it· could be taken lip most· effectively. 

0 . 

b) to assess the potential of each organisation to take up the 
conscription issue, and ;the effect of conscription and the 
campaign on organisations~ · 

c) to discuss the range of organisations which could be drawn in. 
d) to decide on the most appropriate structures for taking up the 

conscription issue. 
e) to circulate all available resource lists, fact sheets, readings 

etc. 

5.3 'Suild-u"!J 

' 

-~~) ··n-r!-:~ho~f:, ee~!.n:"lr~ ann diecu::eion:: could then be l1.:;ld ·::itr.i.n 
~ll UD~ organisAtions and areR co~rnittees with the a!rn of 
educating the activists ~nd creating awnreness a~ong~t the 
bro8der constituency. · 

~J ihe conscription issue could be successfully used to extend D~?'E 
sphere of influence. Priority should be given to drawl.ng in as 
many groupings as possible to the campaign. Particular attention 
'.:'~oul:::i 'be given to rural a=-eas. In ::~ddition, prominP.nt .i.nd i•;id'.l:!ls 
could be f!t'rproached to Utlde=-write the canpa·ign, fo=- sg; • .:..~~l~.g:iou.~ 
l !) ~ .~ C4 "('I~ 
-----~-~, 

?.~ ~~2u~ ~e~k a~d launch 

a)It ~as suggested that focus weeks could be held to bring the con­
scription issue to the attention of the public. ~hey ~ould coin­
cide with the introduction of legislation in parliament. They 
could include lectures, film shows, workshops, plays, art di~plRy~, 
concerts, etc. 

b) The. week could culminate in a formal launching of the campaign 
througb a rally or mass meeting. Such rallies could possibly be 
held on the same day in different parts of the country. 

5.5 National Conference 
~ ·- It~ mi-ght,-- be~necessary to ho~¢~·.a. national conference·· once the cons-
~ cription campaign-has gaitif(f::momentum. The intention ·would be to 

coordinate activities nationally. 

6. STRUC·rURES 

It is suggested that individual regions decide on the most appropriate 
structures for taking up the campaign. The commission expressed 
re~ervations with reproducing a G.C type structure, ie. a large body 
'!lith representatives of all organisations participAting in the campaign. 
::evertheless, it is recommended that regional structures are set up 
as soon as possible to co-ordinate activity around the conscription 
issue. 

7. GENERAL COt-tf1EifTS 

.... ·7~~1(~:· Conscription doesn't begin when the law is passed.· The SADF is 
· ·· "~~ . .,.,.!a.).;ready<:increasingly active in the black community". This activity 

(~~~~~it'.in~~Y:~:J!%pOSE;~¢;;;and:;.;;iJmnediate action .must_ be .. tak~n--to ·. 
~9.JI,li.~~a=c-t:tv.it~es·;-:~:r<>~:.;·eg~ by youth progra.mmes.-In _th:~!~'l:egard . 
~·-·••·-.,'' ... ~ I-~;;.;,;.-~·· ........... .-- ·;;.u&.'··· · _... . . . • • th c:!.LT.\.tiL ' . .....,.,. ' ·.·;I;;, - ..::j.. · · 
ii4-~~~-i!Y.!: .. <i~*?J!\PloQ.~~.1m,~,;; ____ ,,~~-?.i~:::;Ita..~itiJT'i~::::i.";~;t:•: 
~~importan~~,~~:--;:· :~-:- ···~·· .. '·•~·: ·.-:· · -~·'-'-.-' : . _ · ... _ ·· :. ··· · · · · · · .. ~;--- · :, :-
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• 

7.2 The pacing of the campaign is very important. While.conscription 
is a long term issue, we might have to set time limits for the .• 1 

campaign itself. 

7.3 We need to be flexible with regard to adjusting the c~se of the 
··campaign while it is in progress. In particular,account must be 

taken of possible state reaction. 

7.4 It should be noted that conscription is an issue which affects all 
layers of the community, not only those (such as the youth) who 
directly f~ce conscription. 

7 • 5 Once ·=q;ain it iE necessary to ::tr~::::: the i!!lporta~ce of the ::-urol 
?re~s. ·.:hen. ccmpul~ory conscrip~ion. is. in~rodu:ed, it ie 1~.1-:ely to 
::)·::. ::..:--:;1•~:-:·:r:-:e·:i z:r~-.ctu:J.!.ly, "'[irc·b2oly oe:::~nn~n.g w1th the ::-~tr8J. ::Jrea~'< 

-.s ~~e ~stu~e ~r ~a~ =el~tionshic ~it~ t~s ~n~ Con~criotion ~nmpaig~, 
··.:., 1·c:··· ~, .. , ~'"'"''' .;,.,;+iat-n1.; ,.,-:>t-;;,,:,1·1 .. ~-,,_, ""'"· ;~ 0 ~;·u.T··r·o'-r-+ :: .... 1'\u~c: -~· 1·11 .,_ .. : .. ._ .... ___ , -·•-Y-•:J-•.l ..... _ . ..,_._, ... :1.--.;."""'.; .,, __ -• ... !.)!"' _J .....,_ • .., ~-._, r. -··· 

!~Oa(i ·t~ ~'? ~-!s~ei·:!;ined. ;. .. t ?reEent ~~nd (;onecriptior: r:!oT'i;n.i"ttP.eS ~-!?. 1!€: 
be~n 2et up in a number of ce~tree. ~hey 3re co-or~inating struc~ur~· 
drawing largely on orgnni~ations based in the white com~unity. 
~DF ~ill need ·to determine the nature 0f it~ relationshiP wit~ thi: 
r•,...,m,.,l· ... .-"'e ~...,-· o+"ar "'I'OUol·n:rr:: t·...,l,;,..,cr uo c·'nc. conr::c.,.;n+l·,..,.:. ~--uo wi'.J!!:.I wltV J :l.'.~lt. 0#.0.4.~ :- • • ':="'.._ r..n ..... a:" .. - - _ ..... J.., '...!,; .J..O:;"! ·~• 

~.7 ~h~ Cocrnisei0n noted ~he ge~~=~l lnw level of awRrene!~ ,~ the 
:on~crintinn iE!U~ t~ UJ~ o::-~G~iea~io~~. Thi~ hl~~light~ the 
~<r4\~ .... ,r~'"'lo;.,...,.=t ,.., ...... r:~·.o ·-aQ.""\ ·-'"'e oa-r·'K""'•.;:ro:Jc.;. .... h.~.,u--...,~~~! .. ~ •J1. '.1•·· .. ~· .... ~vU.!.\,; .. .. -..~.r.::-··~· 

-.5 Jte ~o~mi!sion ~otgd that until nnnscriptio~ is le~ally ~xtqnded ~~ 
Coloureds ~nd !ndian9, it remains legal to enc0ur~ge p~o~Je ta r~¥u~~ 

. to fight in the ~n~rtheid army. 

...,.9 in-The Commission rec0mmends that 8! fRr ae possiblR ~A E~op using 
acce::sitle terns such as 'conscription' Find 'rnilitar:..:a::i:-Jn '. The 
tei:rn •call-u.p' ·~aa suggested as prei"erable to •conscription'. .-

7:10 The Commission feels people need to start thinking of slogan~, plays, 
song&, posters and other ways of popularising the campaign. 

7.11 The Commission encourages all UDF regions to.conduct research on 
SADF activity in their areas. As part of its work, the Commission 

·: ,; began esta:t>lishing some of the areas which need to be researched • 
The· structure of such research is included as an APPENDIX to this 
report. 
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!:g -···--· .. j._~..s.t.~~~=~- ::.-,, ~~~~~~£~~~}~-~-~---~·· ... ;.:1~~~~~:~' \ 
o<Th·~-,~~!aiiowiiig ar~~s ·ha~e· ~been identified ·-aa· l!~~d;i~g··fe::,se;ar·c:n. .·- .: , . .- "-- ':. :··-~ -.· . 1 

••• 

1. Registration with SADF at school level. 
Information· needed: · a) age at which white school _students have to 

registration forms and the details required. 
b) How forms are administered. 

fill in 

c) Whether 'Coloured' and 'Indian' school students 
have been required to register in the past and check if they will have to 
do so in future. 

2. Role of the SADF in rural areHs~ · 
Look at the role which the ~ADF play~ in Assisting in 
of·people and what role, it playe in ths b~ntueta~E. 
:5:<JF do ir1 <:ir:Jilar -~ituntio·~lE }r. urbc::; !.:t:nt::::-e:::. 

removals/re~ettle~ent 
AlsQ, ~b~t does the 

These a::::-e the ~!?..1n units drawing -'Coloureds' and 'lndi;~n~' intn the :>:\.·;~··. 
Inforraation can be found on the ::-~:=;:.:rt.:itrJent ::tr:-at~gies 1Jf tr~~-=s l;r.i.i_,,, 
-~::;:: ir trP..in 2-ng program:ne::> ~nd their plJbl ic relatj_ons role, L P.. r.ow dn 
menbers of the units relate to communities. Also where do most recruit~ 
of the units come from and their socio-econom!.c conditions. 

4. Unemployment. 

Look at ho\\' unemployment hal: helped to draw 'Coloured~' and. 'lndinne' ir, to 
the ·sAD?. If po~sible, 8l~o look at how many members of the ~Rpe Corp~ 

·are une~ployed after their service. Also look Rt employ~ent ~pportunitiee 
which the SADF use~ to attr~ct recr~its. 

5. Civic Action Programme. 
Research has been done in this area but a closer look needs to be taken 
at the hearts and minds campaign, using the resources of organisations in 
the areas where the SADF is implementing programmes. 

6. Secrecy around Military Activities. 
·A '.Stltdy;::~ can J)E!- ,tiiade:~of-;-;tbe'. :legislation. which. is. usedcto preve_nt publicising 
·th~~ro!i!-~"·cif~lie:.:sADp;f,.oi-'~:pulilishirig·· inform~tion;;-c)n -its activities •--~ .. :;~·;; 
~l:!_er·e··~:-~e ''goO'd .;:e.as~ni( :r.or~_-tlf~.':~e·~z:.~cy•_ frqm ;,~he ~tate; s po_~t 'Ot view;.:~· 
ana···this .. '.can\'b~~-xpose~o:.~uch'.'mo:;"~t· .:-:::·;;::~·-·z~~-~'f~'c:·~:::··;~-·~::·-·:~-:::r:~~:;~~:~~~:::~~/i·V¥.~·~f~~;;;::;; 

7. Research must also be done into the legal aspects of resisting 
conscription. 

* * * * 

' i \ 
\ 

I 

\ 
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1. The intensification and development of resistance to the military. 

2. The nature of and development of state repressive apparatuses, links 
between the military and the police etc. 

3. Structuring and development of the SADF, inrtoduction of ballot 
conscription for whites in the 60's,development of armed struggle. 

4. Black paricipation in the SADF. Including CApe corps, Sa~sbury I~land, 
participation du:::-ing the ~~cond ':!orlrl \"JP,.r, bantusta:1 armies. 

5. Civic actinn programmes, civil defence, education and ~omen and ~he 
military. 

6. Reci~tance to militari~ation , development of anti-war mcvementE in 
other countries e(: Vietnam anti- war movements 

7. N~ibia and destabilisation in Southern Africa. This would include 
introduction of consc!'iption in D~ib.ia ar:d resistance tc this. 

B. ~ilitR:::-isation a~d it's ~f-re~~-t" "'n c:o~~~.4.y ---- - .... - .... lr.:\j/'1.. • 
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1. ORG~~ISATIONS REPRESENTED 

CAH..l\C, CAYCO, NUSAS '· COSG, ICY, U\vO, COSAS, AZASO. 

~. PREANBLE 

~ 

2. 1 Members of the commies ion were drawn solely from the 'de stern Cape; 
the recommendations consequently reflect the organisational 
experiences of one ~egion only. 

2.2 Discussion was base~ on our ex?eriences of the early et~ge~ ~f the 
anti-constitutional proposals ca~paign. 

.-. 7 
-.:... .... ' It ~as ccn2tantly 2tr~sseJ that t~e conscription issue eRr n~t ~~ 

:::f'i'::r: ir:depsn.-ler:tl.y of ot1-:er UD.E' work; bu-c ratrl8r, i~c -..·:il.:. t~ :-n-, 
integ=~l part of, for exa~ple, an anti-eo-option ~P~pai~n 1r ~ 
:: ign ~ ture C3mpaigr.. :-:o>·,ever, the commies ions rec,Jr.Jr:,enda t i•lr. F 
~ere ~Rrte ~itbout ~ cle8r awareness of UDR's overall dir~ctio~ f~r 
1984. 

I o ;GALS OF A ~U~JCRI~~ION CAMPAIGN. 

3. i 'l10 build· UDF by con~oliciatir;g existir.g organis;,tion~ ~r.d ~X~'~P'ii.!17 
to n e'.-.: areas. 

3.2 ·.ro ,~;r~?te a~:.iRrenes~-~ of th.e con~cr·iption j_s~ue a~·!(:•n:!.::~ -. ~::i·J~ ~~,~ctjn~· 
of t.:-~e public. 

t. iOGTJS 01<' A COl~ SCRIPTION CAi•iPAIGH. 

4.1 ;l:o ouuose -:;be draf"!;ing of legi:=lation extending con::cr<>'~'Gl: -:;c 
coloureds and indians: 

4.2 To oppose the implementation ·of legislation if and when it is 
passed. 

To oppose- the continued.conscription of those who are already 
conscripted. · ·· -

. - ~'- - -· ·. .-;.... . .. .: - ~ . . '.:--· :Z.:.~-~.;-;i~ .... :"~ . ... __ .. _-~<~;f;;_ .. "J:~·~-->. ,_~~--:;_: ... ~--:--.·-~. -.- :-.::~::.·~ ':"' ... 
4.4 

4.5 

' . 
5. 1 

To expose publicly the role--:of'··the. S.ADF·:an·d:. counter it's propaganda 
activities. eg: the _civic action programme 

\ 

To support those who refuse to comply with their call-up. 

PROGRAMME OF A CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN 

Introduction 
The commission felt that it could not mechanistically ma-p out "in 
entire campaign. The course of the campaign will be partially 
determined by; 
a) factors beyond .UDF's control, such as posstble referenda, tri­

cameral elections or the introduction of legislation. 
b) other UDF campaigns 

, __ . What auuears below is therefore just one possible programme \·Jhich 
,:~~:~',::.c,,could be followed. 

,,.~-~ltf~:fr¥:-:~d~'"< => ~ --~~-"· - .. . ·-" - -- - --~""'"""'""'"~>- ~~~-· ' .. 
~~~uY·r b~·"·ileia~-i:-~~VtffiF~n'"J~it'il"cth'e·~-rbi1owlng aims: 
j .;~~~ .... 
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(2) 

.~ 

a) ·to ~termine the pacing of the campaign ,how it relates to other 
UDF activities, and how it could be taken up most effectively. 

b) to assess the potential of each organisation to take up the 
conscription issue, and .the effect of conscription and the 
campaign on organisations. 

c) to discuss the range of organisations which could be drawn in. 
d) to decide on the most appropriate structures for taking up the 

conscription issue. 
e) to circulate all available resource lists, fact sheets, reading~ 

etc. 

:;:>. :· 3uild-un 
. 

8) ~orkshope, sernin?rs and discussion~ could then be held ~ithin 
all UDF organis8tions and are~ committees with the aim of 
educating ihe activists and creating awareness amongst the 
broader constituency. 

b) ~he conscription issue could he successfully used to extend UDF's 
sphere of influence. Priority should be given to drawtng in as 
many groupings as possible to the campaign. Particular attenticn 
ehoul:i be given to rurc.l areas. In addition, prominent indi~;ic'..l?.le 
could be ap~roached to underwrite the campaign, for sg. religi~us 
le~ders, 

c) Lonitoring and public eX!)02u:c~-: of SAD"I!' activity should conti.nue. 

5.4 Focus ~e~k and lau~ch 

a)It was suggested that focus weeks could be held to bring the con­
scription issue to the attention of the public. They would coin­
cide with the introduction of legislation in parliament. They 
could include lectures, film shows, workshops, plays, art displays, 
concerts, etc. 

b) The week could culminate in a formal launching of the campaign 
through a rally or mass meeting. Such rallies could possibly be 
held on the same day in different parts of the country. 

5.5 National Conference 

- -· .... ·--... ~.;"" Itr-might' be.· necessary to hoJ.d .. a na-tionaL con!er.ence·.,once .. the cons­
. cription ·campaign has gained· momentum. ·The intention would be to 
coordinate activities nationally. 

6. STRUCTURES 

It is suggested that individual regions decide on the most appropriate 
structures for taking up the campaign. The commission expressed 
reservations with reproducing a G.C type structure, ie. a large body 
with representatives of all organisations participating in the campaign. 
Nevertheless, it is recom!!lended that regional structures are set up 

· as soon as possible to co-ordinate activity around the conscription 
issue. 

7. GENERAL COfvllffiNTS 
....... - ·: 

7_;;:1.:: -Conscription doesn't begin when the law is passed. The SADF is 
''""····>a4-eady_increasingly active in the black community. This activity 

~.nni~-~"~b.~,coni;inually exposed and immediate action must be taken to 
~~iui't'er~~s.A:DF activities, :for eg; by youth programmes.In this regard 
-~-iion.::-;-o..f\ unemployed;>~u:t~ . .,-~_g.;; .. the S~F-~ ;i.s;::.;particuJ.-arly . 
'E,i.Dlporta:n t. 
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7~2 The pacing of the campaign is very important. While conscription 
is a long term issue, we might have to set time limits for the 
campaign itself. 

7.3. We need to be flexible with regard to adjusting the c~se of the 
campaign while it is in progress. In particular,account must be 
taken of possible state .reaction. 

7.4 

7.5 

7.7 

:.8 

7.9 

It should be noted that conscri~tion is an issue which affects all 
layers of the community, not oniy those (such as the youth) who 
directly face conscription. 

Once again it is necessary to stress the importance of the rural 
areRs. ~hen compulsory conscription is introduced, it is likely to 
be implemented gradually, probably beginning with the rural areas. 

The nature of the relationship with the ~nd Conscription Campaign, 
which h9s been initiated nationally by the C.O Support Groups, will 
need to be determined. At present End Conscription Corr:mittees have 
been set up in a number of centres. They are co-ordinating structures 
drawing largely on organisations based in the white community. 
UDF will need to determine the nature of its relationshiP with this 
Committee, and other groupings taking up the conscription issue. 

The Commission noted the general low level of av.'Bren·ess on the 
conscrintion issue in UDF-organisations. This highlights the 
inportance of the resource package~. - -

The Commission noted thet until conscription is legally extended to 
Coloureds and Indians, it remains legal to encour8ge people to refuse 
to fight in the apartheid army. 

The Commission recommends that as far as possible we s~op using in­
accessible terms such as 'conscription' and 'mili tari~:a'tion '. ThE! 
term 'call-up' was suggested as preferable to 'conscription'. 

7:10 The Commission feels people need to start thinking of slogans, plays, 
songs, posters and other ways o£ popularising the campaign. 

7.11 The Commission encourages all UDF regions to conduct research on 
SADF activ~ty in their areas. As part of i~s work, the Commission 
began establishing some o'! tb..e. a:reaa which need to be re.searche.d. 
The structure of such research is included as an APPENDIX to this 
report. 
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APIDIDIX ON RESEARCH AREAS 

The following areas have been identified as needing research: 

1. Registration with SADF at school level. 
Information needed: a) age at which white school students have to fill in 

registration forms and the details required. 
b) How forms are administered. 
c) Whether 'Coloured' and 'Indian' school students 

have been required to register in the past and check if they will have to 
do so in future. 

2. Role of the SADE in rural are8s. 
~ooK at the role which the 3ADF play~ in Assisting in 
cf pP.ople and what role, it ple:1ys i.n the bantustane. 
,'3ADF do in similar 8ituations i.n urba.n centre2. 

removals/resettlement 
~leo, what does the 

3. Research on the Cape Corps and Salisbury Island Naval :Sase. 
'..::hese a:re tbe main units drawing 'Coloureds' and 'Indians' into the SA.:!Jl''. 
:nformation can be found on the :recruit~ent etrategies of these units, 
:-heir training pro grammeP and their public relations role, i.e. how do 
8embers of the units relate to communities. Also where do most recruits 
of the units come from and their socio-economic c~nditions. 

L. Unemployment. 
j.ook at how unemployment has helped to draw 'Coloureds' and 'Indians' into 
~he SAD?. If possible, also look at how many members of the G~pe Corps 
are unemployed after their service. Also look et employment opportunities 
-,..hich the SADF uses to attract recruits. 

5. Civic Action Programme. 
Research has been done in this area but a closer look needs to be taken 
at the hearts and minds campaign, using the resources of organisations in 
the areas where the SADF is implementing programmes. 

6. Secrecy around Military Activities. 
A study can be made o£ the legislation which is uaedcto prevent publicising 
the role of the SADF, or publishing informa~ion on its activities. 
There ~e good reasons for the secrecy from the state's polnt of view, 
and tllls can be exposed much more. 

7. Research must also be done into the legal aspects of resisting 
conscription. 

* * * * 
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COSG AREAS OF RESEARCH 

1. The intensification and development of resistance to the military. 

2. The nature of and development of state repressive apparatuses, links 
between the military and the police etc. 

3. Structuring and development of the SADF, inrtoduction of ballot 
conscription for whites in the 60's,development of armed struggle. 

4. Black paricipation in the SADF. Including CApe corps, Sa~sbury Isla~d, 
participation during the second world war,bantustan armies. 

5. Civic act ion programmes, civil defence, education and ·women and the 
military. 

6. Resistance to militarisation , development of anti-war movementE in 
other countries eg·:· Vietnam anti- war movements 

7. ?~ibia and destabilisation in Southern Africa. This would include 
introduction of conscription in }~bia and resistance to this 

e .• l\:ili tarisation and it's effects on soo€\jtty. 
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ORGJ...N"!SATIONS REPRESENTED 

C~L~C, CAYCO, NUSAS, COSG, ICY, U~O, COSAS, AZASO. 

2 • PP.EAf•1BLE 

2.1 Members of ~ne cocmission were d=aw~ solely from the Weetern Cape; 
the recommendations coneequently reflect the organisational 
experiences of one region only. 

2. 2 Discuesion wa~ based on our experiences (J:' the ~arly stages of the 
anti-~on2titutional proposalz ca~peigr.. 

2.3 I~ ~as ~cnstantly stressed that the ~one~r!~tio~ is~ue ~an no~ b~ 
seer; indepsndently o:f other 1JDF work; ~a:; ::-a~n~r, i-: ,.·:i!J_ ~e .;~ 

i:1tegral -part of, for example, an anti-\!o-:•p~ i.on ~~mpai~n Jr 2 

signature campaign. However, the commi::eior:s re~omrnendatinns 
'"'ere made \ofi thout a clear a·~:areness of UD:F 'E over2.ll d.:i.r<?c"t it'n for 
1984. 

GOALS OE' -A 00!-ISCiU?TION CAf-iPAIGF. 

3.1 To l)Uild· U"DF ~y consolidating e>:istin~ ·:-:rgE!T:i~.::::tioDe ~rL:i =:.xr.enc!ing 
to n e':! ar~a s. 

3.2 To creat~ a~arenese of the conecri~~io~ ~Esu~ ~~~~~57~~~: .. ~~ction 
of public. 

:~. FOCUS OF A COli SCRIPTION CAf•IPAIG!~. 

4-.1 To oppose the drafting of legislation ext.2!:.:iing conEcript·i.on to 
coloureds and indians: 

4.2 To oppose the im~lementation oi l~gisla~ion if and when it is 
:passed~ 

4.3 ~o opyo.se the continued conecrlotion of tbose who are-already 
consc:ri"pt-ed .. 

4.4 T.o expose publicly the ro1e of the SADF and counter it's propaganda 
activities. _e_g-: the civic action programme 

~.5 To support those who refuse to comply with their call-up. 

5. PROGRM~ OF A CONSCRIPTION CA}D?AIGN 

5.1 Introduction 
~he commission felt t~a~ it could not me~hanistically map out an 
entire campaign. The course of the ca:npaign will be partially 
determined by; 
a) ~actors beyond-UDF's control, sucb as poes~ble referenda, tri-

cameral elections or the introduction of legislation. 
b) other UDF campaigns 
it'hat appears below is therefore juet one possible programme wr::i ch 
couJn be followed. 

'Initi-al Period. 
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cJ._\ 
a) to ~ermine the pacing of the campaign,how it relates to other 

UDF activities, and how it could be taken up most effectively. 

b) to assess the potential of each organisation to take up the 
conscription issue, and the effect of conscription and the 
campaign on organisations. 

c) to discuss the range of organisations which could be drawn in. 
d) to decide on the most appropriate structures for taking up the 

conscription issue. 
e) to circulate all available resource lists, fact sheets, readings 

etc. 

5. 3 3uild-u-o 

• 

=-~; ·.:or1~~r::::;s, ~e~in.?~~ and di~cu~;:ion~ cou~:i -i:.~.er: ':i~ :--:~~·: \.\·it~-=-~: 
all UD? organisations and area co~~itteee ~it~; ~he ~~~ of 
educating ihe activists and creating a~arenes2 ~~ong2t thn 
broader constituency. 

b) The conscription issue could be successfully used to extend UD?'s 
snhere of influence. Prioritv should be !!iven to dra\·Jing in as 
many groupings as pqssible to the campaign. Particuler attention 
sboul:i be given to rural areas. In ;::~ddi tion, prm~:iner:t individual 
could be approached to underwrite the camp<:~ign, for sg. r~ljgiou~ 
leaders, 

e:) ::onitoring: ;:1nd public eXj)~sure of ~:j:..~Y~·· actiYi-:y ::-:;n:..:l~! c::n:tinu~. 

5. ~· ?o(:us ~·:eel·~ and l'a.ur:cb 

a)It was suggested that focus weeks could be teld to bring the con­
scription issue to the attention of the public. They would coin­
cide with the introduction of legislation in parliament. They 
could include lectures, film shows, workshops, plays, art displ::~ys, 
concerts, etc. 

b) The week could culminate in a formal launching of the campaign 
through a rally-or mass meeting. Such rallies could possibly be 
held on the same day in different parts of the country. 

-~ 5 National Confer~ce 
It m±ght- be aecessary to hold. a national conference once the cons­
cri~tion campaign has gained momentum. The intention would be to 
coordinate activities nationally. 

6. STRUCTURES 

It is suggested that ~ndividual regions decide on the most appropriat 
structures for taking up the campaign. The commission expressed 
reservations with reproducing ?, G. C type structure, ie. a large body 
with representatives pf all organisations participating in the carnpai 
Nevertheless, it is recommended that regional structures are set u~ 
as soon as possible to co-ordinate activity around the conscription 
issue. 

7. GENERAL COI'iMENTS 

7.1 Conscription doesn't begin when the law is passed. The SADF is 
already increasingly active in the black community. This activity 
mttS~b& eontinually exposed and immediate action must be taken to 
coun~~ s~F activities, ~or ~g. by youth programmes.In this regard 
~~ ~t~ a£ ttnemp.loyed JQUth. j.oiniD~ the SADF is particu'1arl.y 
important. 
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7.2 The pacing of the campaign is very important. While conscription 
is a 'long term issue, we might have to set time limits for the 
campaign itself. 

7.3 ',1/e need to be flexible with regard to adjusting -r;he c~se of the 
campaign while it is in progress. In particular,account must be 
taken of possible state reaction. 

7.4 

?.5 

It should be noted that conscription is an issue which affects all 
layers of the community, not o·nly those ( !iilCh as the youth) who 
di~ectly face conscription. 

Once again it is cecessary to ~tress the importance nf the rur2l 
2rea~. ~hen compulPory ccn~cription is introduced, i~ i~ li~ely ~~ 
be i~~l8rnen~P~ gr?duelly, ~r:bably ~efinning with the rur~l 8re32. 

~-he :-.:::ture of ~~.::- rele.tic·nSCliJ;: ·-:.ri.t(; t!ie =.:!::! :_:GL2~~i:~:i~:1 :..::-::~~;:-~;i-c: .. , 
, ... ·;hic:-1 ~L~ .. E been ·initia.ted na-':ionall:; b;,' the C.O ..:.::l!;por:: 3-rot~;;~, ~ ... 'il~ 
need to be deterrr:ined. ..::..t -;>resent End Conscriptio-:: Com~:.: <:::s!=!~ "·:::ve 
been set up in a number of centree. They are co-or~inating ~~ruc:~r­
drawing largely on organisations based in the white comrnunit~. 
UDF will need to determine the nature of ~~! relatic~shin w~~~ t~i: 
~OQ~jttee, and other groupings taking up the conscripti~; i2sue. 

~.7 ~he C~~mis~iO~ noted the gener8l lew level of BWRr€~~~~ nn ~~~ 
:~nscription issue in UD¥ o~gani~ations. This hi~~li~~~~ t~~ 
i::-;;ort~nce of tite .:-e:~uTce packr3~e~. 

~ ~ ~te Com~is~ion no~ed that until cnnscriptio~ iE lega~l~ ext~nd~d t~ 
C0lou=ed~ and Indians, !t remains legal to encnu~~~e peo~le tc rcfuE· 
~c !ight in the a~~rtheid army. 

'I'he Commission recommends that ~.:1; far a~ -,ossible ·-.t: .::~:1:' u:::ing in-
.._,..,..e .. "'l·"\-,lo •e~"" c:uc., ac: 'cc·..,.,c ..... ~n ... 1·on' '"'n·,.: ,..,...;,.;.;...~ ... ~ ... ;.·,,,,.. -n-...., r-.v- -~ L..: ._ 1.o1 .._11:._ ._ ~~ a..; ··•- ..:.•t u n ... 1;1-.l-- '•'·•• _ _. '...·-· •. • .1..1 ... -

te=~ '~all-up' was suggested as preferable to 'conscription'. ~ 

7:10 The Commission feels people need to start thinking of slogans, pJays 
songs, posters and other ways of popularising the campaign. 

7.11 The Commission encourages all UDF re~ions to conduct research on 
SADF activity in the1r areas. As part of its work, the Commission 
began establishing some of the areas which need to oe researched. 
The structure of such research is included as an APPENDIX to this 
report. 
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APPEND IX QJ; . RESEARCH AREAS 

The follow!ng areas have been identified as needing research: 

1. Registration with SADF at school level. 

Information needed: a) age at which white school students have to fill in 
registration forms and the details required. 
b) How forms are administered. 
c) Whether 'Coloured' and 'Indian' school students 

have been required to register in the past and check if they will have to 
do RO in future. 

2. Role of the SADE in rural are~s. 
Look at the role which the SADF play~ in Resisting in 
of pecp~e and wha~ role, it plays in the bantustane. 
3::.:>:r do in :i!":ilar <:ituc:.tio~s in urb2:.-: ~entre~. 

remo V;:j}. s /reset "tle::Je!"· 
:;_1~ .. :,, '.-:na.t doe c thP. 

3. Research or. the Cape CorpE and Salisbury Island Naval 3aee. 
'l'hese are toe rn?.in unit~: drav:ing 'Coloureds' and 'Indians' into th€ SA::J!''. 
Information can be found on the :=-ecrui t:-:ent strategies of tt.e~e l=r~.t~, 
,;;t e ir training programme~ and their public relations role, i.e. how do 
members of the units relate .to communities. Also where do most recruits 
of the units come fro~ and their socio-economic conditions. 

4. Unemploy~ent. 

1ook at ho~ unemployment has helped to draw 'Coloureds' and 'Indi~n~' into 
the SAD?. If possible, also look at ho~ many members of the CRpe Ccrps 
are une~ployed after their service. Also look at employ~er.t ~ppartur.i~ie~ 
which the s;~F usee to attract recruits. 

5. Civic Action Programme. 
Research has been done in this area but a closer look needs to be taken 
at the hearts and minds campaign, _using the resources of organisations in 
the areas where the SADF is implementing programmes. 

6. Secrecy around Military Activities. 
A study can be made of the legislation which is ueedcto prevent publicisi~ 
the role o~ the SADF, or pub~ishing information on its activities. 
~here are good reasons for the secrecy from the state's point o~ view 
and this can be exposed much more 

1. Research must also be done in~o the legal aspects of resisting 
conscription. 

* * * * 
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COSG AREAS OF RESEARCH 

1. The intensification and development of resistance to the military. 

2. The nature of and development of state repressive apparatuses, links 
between the military and the police etc. 

3. Structuring and development of the SADF, inrtoduction .of ballot 
conscription for whites in the 60's,development of armed struggle. 

4. Black paricipation in the SADF. Including Cape corps, Sa~sbury I~l~~d, 
participation during the second world war,bantustan ar~jes. 

5. Civic action programmes, civil defence, education and -.·omen s.nd -chf' 
military. 

6. Resistance to mili tarisatic:'l , development of anti-v;ar ;.,ovemen1.s =-~ 
other countries eg::· Vietnam anti- war movements 

<e7. N.f.\r/ibia and destabilisation in Southern Africa. This would include 
introduction of conscription in ~bia and resistance to this 

8 ·1'1 '1.; ta.,...; c:a ... 'o-n anr'l 't 'c: e~~octc: on c:o-..:::\;A-y • • .. ... - ~..... " .J.. •• .. ~ . ~ - J.. ~ - ..... .. "- \,11:::\if u • 
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SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN 
18 MAY 1984 

CHAIRPERSON : AUDREY BROWN 

GUEST SPEAKERS : STEVE TCHWETE (Regional President - B:Jrder UCf) 
PATRlCK 'TERROR' LEKOTA <UDF N3tional F\.Jblicity Secretary) 

AGENDA: 

(1) THE NEW CONSTITUTION AND THE KOORNHOF BILLS 
Speaker: Steve Tchwete 

(2) THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT AND ITS ORGANISATION IN GRAHAMSTOWN 
Speaker: Pi la NKayl COlairpersoo of the /ld Hoc Milli(Jl Signltures Corrrnittee 

(3) CROSS-ORGANISATIONAL ROUND-UP : 

* Grahamstown Civic Association CGRACA> 
* National Union of South African Students tNUSAS> 
* Black Students Movement <BSM) 
*Anglican Students Federation CASF> 
* White Non-Student Democrats of Grahamstown CWHINSOG> 

(4) SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT-BACKS : 

* Mass Meetings - Speaker 
* Media - Speaker 
* Finance - Speaker 
* Plannntng - Speaker 

And i 1 e Tabane 
Tamin Barker 
Steve Summerville 
Ian Macun 

(5) PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WiTH SIGNITURE COLLECTION IN GRAHAMSTOWN 

(6) THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT AND PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED DURING THE 
1 MILLION SIGNITURE· CAMPAIGN 
Speaker: Patrick Terror' Lekota 

(7) TEA~ COFFEE~ CHATS~ SINGING etc. 
:orwo~~~qRKSHOPUDfWORKSHOPUDnJORKSHOPUDnJORKSHOPUDnJORKSHOPUDfWORKSHOPUDnJORKSHOPUDnNDRKSHOPUOfWORKSHOPUDfWORK 
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P.O. BOX 1879 
DURBAN • .aGO 

31·2609 
Phone: 31·2681 

A joint project of the African Methodist Episcopel, Afric-.n Pres~ytlriln, ~nglicen, 
Ewngelial. Luthnn, Methodist, PriSbyterie~, Homen Clt~oh~ IArchd1oc~ of 
Durbin end Oioclll of Meriennhill) 1nd Un1ted Congrlfltloftll Cburchts 1n the 

Gr•t• Durbin Arel. 

The Secretary 
United Democratic front 
20 St. Andrews Street 
Ecumenical Centre 
Durban 

First Floor 
Ecumenicel Centre 
20 St. Andrew's Strett 
DURBAN. 4001 

4001. 30th October 1984. 

Dear Yunus, 

I have been asked by the Diakonia Executive Committee to convey a 
request to the United Democratic front .• 

We would like to suggest that the issues of militarization and 
conscription are two very important issues to which UDf should 
devote a lot of attention. This should be done in close colla­
boration with the End Conscription Campaign which was recently 
launched in Durban. 

Yours sincerely, 

I) 

.'.~71 .. ~:~ 
PADDY ~ARNEY. (D ECTOR) 

Patrons: Rev. Mary Abbott, Rev. John Borman, Bishop Enos Olamini, Archbishop Denis Hurley, Rev. Sam IChumalo, Bishop Paul Mngoma, 
Bishop Michael Nuttall, Rev. Jacob Nvaketha, Rev. Dr. Duncan Watson 
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NO! 
I ,; IJ 

TO BOTH~S ARMY 
THE government has come up with a "New Deal". In August, Coloured and Indian people will be 
getting second class votes for kitchen parliaments. Yet we know this Nationalist Government too 
well. They are the ones who shifted us out of our homes with the Group. So what is behind this 
"New Deal"? What's up their sleeve? 

P'N Botha and his government have made things very cl~ar. They want Coloured. and Indian 
males to be called up to the army! After the August elections, they will try to start this process. 
After messing up our lives all these years, forcing apartheid down our throats, shooting our chil­
dren in !976 and 1980, they now expect us to defend their evil system! "You have the vote,'' 
they say, "now you must be prepared to defend apartheid.'' 

That is what this "New Deal" will mean for us. So let us not be fooled when the Hendrickse's 
and Marais' say that these elections are a step in the right direction. 

THE APARTHEID ARMY COSTS US THREE 
BILLION RAND A YEAR! 

Already we are paying for this 
army out of our own pockets. The 
government has just increased CST 
and the taxes so that they can find 
three billion (three million million) 
rands to pay for the army. While we 
pay for the army, we can't feed our 
children, we live in poor housing, 
our children receive gutter education, 
and play in the streets because there 
are not enough playgrounds and 
sportsfields. While we suffer, it is 
OUR money that is paying for the 
helicopters and jets, for the bullets 
that shot our children, and for the 
roadblocks aU over the country. 

GRABBING OUR CHILDREN 
The apartheid army has been trying to take our children from schools for camps and so-

called "leadership courses". But what are they teaching our children? We want our children to live 
in peace and friendship, in a non-racial South Africa. We don't want them in the hands of an 
apartheid army that defends an evil system at home and raids independent countries to the north. 

BOTHA'S PEACE NEEDS A BIGGER ARMY! 
They government says that they are at peace with South Africa's neighbours. If this is true, 

then why will they be forcing more of us into the army? The real truth is that the government 
needs a huge army to defend apartheid against South Africa's own people. This gover.,ment isn't 
at peace with its own people. 

The army has just been used to remove the people of Magopa by force, pushing them out of 
their ho-nes into a barren wasteland. Soon the government will be trying to push all African 
people in the Western Cape out to the wasteland of Khayelitsha. We will not allow our sons to be 
forced into an army that does such things. 

WE ARE NOT FOOLED BY THE "NEW DEAL"! WE WILL NOT VOTE ON 22 AUGUST! 
NO TO THE FORCED CALL-UP OF OUR YOUTHf. 

-----------iA14PARTHEID DIVIDES, UOF UNITES __________ _ 
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ANTI-CONSCRIPTION COMMITTEE REPORT 

1 Introduction 

The conscription of "coloured" and Indian men has been raised and 
used as an essential element of the Anti-Election Campaign. 
Kowever,our opposition to conscription and the increasing 
militarisaton of our society has been limited Ln that 1)we did not 
sufficiently bulid up a popular understanding of what the SADF ~s 
defending; 2) of who it is fighting against and 3) what the conditions 
for peace are in South Africa. 

A victory should be claimed for our sucessful anti-election ca-mpaign, 
through which together with other factors, has led to the state 
holding back on the extentoion of conscription for "coloured'' and 
Indian men. 

2 Problems in working on conscription 

The conscription issue was raised in almost all areas during the 
Million Signature (MSC) and Anti-Election campaigns (AEC). We can say 
people did not vote because it ment "Border toe". But we cannot say 
that people understand why we say NO TO BOTHA'S ARMY. We did not 
discuss conscription in depth amongst our UDF activists and 
affiliates. 

What are the reasons for this: 

2.1 The Anti-Conscription Committee was not represented on the Mill­
ion Signature Commitee, Anti-Election Comm or the Forced Removals 
Committee. At GC's, often conscription was not even on the 
agenda. This made it difficult to integrate the anti-conscription 
work into the work of the UDF. 

2.2 This structural isolation comes from another problem. UDF's work 
is too issue/practically oriented. The the Million Signature 
campaign was ment to have an educative component to it, but never 
implemented beyound a few haphazard workshops. In the MSC and AEC 
we did not focus on the long term political issues and goals that 
confront us. 

2.3 Because conscription is not being·made the issue of the day by 
the state, we have the difficult task of raising peoples 
consciousness through media and education, rather than through 
action. Conscription is not aQ issue chat we can go all out 
against in a two month period and finish, it is a long slow 
battle. If the anti-conscription campaign is bring results, the 
UDF must look tb it's education program to deepen our 
understanding of the struggle so we can move forward. 
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3 The work of the Anti-Conscription Committee 

3.1 Work in Million Signature and Anti Election campaigns: 
In Hannover Park and at ID Mkize, through the intervention of the 
ACC, the SADF camps were sucessfully exposed and stopped. In 
Mitchels Plain the- local issues and the rejection of the role of 
the SADF were sucessfully liked in the mass meeting to launch the 
AEC in that area. In this a general UDF anti-conscription 
pamphlet was put out, which was subsiquently widely distributed 
at anti-election meetings. The ACC contributed features on 
conscritpion to Grassroots and Saamstan. At the rural conference 
in June, inpu~ presented by the ACC raised the question of 
conscription and started discussion of how the campaign should be 
taken up in those areas. 

3.2 Research: Have gathered together resource packs on 
- Civic action Project 
- Resource Pack of pamplets, fact sheets and articles 
- Conscription Booklet, recent and still availble 

Need better input from-people working in areas on SADF activites 
and responces. Areas to be researched, but not clear on method: 
Unemployment and the SADF; Conscription and rural areas, Industry 
and army production; forced removals and the SADF. 

3.3 Media:- In addition to media mentioned above ACC produced a 
poster for the Anti-Ele~tion Campaign ·but media committee did not 
print it. Media committee pamphlets should have had more depth on 
conscription. It is important to follow up with a post election 
pamphlet clarifing the state's current strategy, this will be 
issued soon. Slogan NO TO BOTHA'S ARMY did popularise the issue, 
but not good in raising content. New slogan for new phase of 
campaign needed. 

3.4 Role of orgnisations:- Organisations represented on ACC are: 
UWO, CAYCO, CAHAC, MP region, NUSAS, AZASO (UWC) belatedly, TEAM? 
Youth not well represented - COSAS, AZASO and ICY. Generally 
organisations have had dificulty in finding how UDF can build 
them in the last period. This is crucial as the state can be 
expected to increase it's hearts and minds campaign, and it is 
our organisations that will-have to counter this in their day to 
day work. 

3.5 Rural Areas:- Apart from the rural conference, and article for 
Saamstan, there has been little contact. The co-ordinating 
structure has not be~n operative ~o it has been difficult to slot 
into the campaign in the rural areas. This must be a major focus 
now. 

3.6 Other regions:- The Western Cape has done much more work on 
conscription than the other regions. Our work is useful to people 
at these centres. But material sent via the NEC dose not seem to 
have got through to the people working on the issue. The ACC 
feels input at the December national G.C. is very important to 
try to develop a national appproach to the conscription issue. 

2 
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4 Context of current work 

4.1 The state has posponed the extention of conscription for the time 
being because: 

a) The economic crisis forces unemployed people to take jobs 
in the army, increasing the number of volunteers. 

b) The SADF dose not yet have the training factilites to 
take thousands of soldier into the army. 

c) Opposition to conscription has made the extention more 
difficult. 

4.2 Tactics we use must confront this and avoid a false security that 
conscription will not be extended. The state will use more soph­
isticated strategies to achive it's ends. We can expect an inten­
sification of the hearts and minds campaign. 

4.2.1 

4.2.2 

4.2.3 

4.2.4 

4.2.5 

Many white national servicemen do not want to go into the 
SADF. The conscientious objection movement is growing. 

Cadets may be introduced into schools to prepare our youth 
for the SADF. 

Traning facilities may be extended to allow for incresed 
numbers of 'volunteers' forced in by lack of jobs. 

Registration would have to be enfroced to call people up. 

Conscription would be brought in step by step, as was white 
conscription, from selection by 'ballot' to lenghtening the 
period of service to the present level. 

The war in Namibia is continuing and the SADF will try to 
use Namibian and black soldiers to do the fighting. 

5 Where do we s.2. from here 1 

5.1 ACC did not address itself to the unions. Workers are directly 
affected by the SADF, and the parents of children who will be 
forced into cadets. Unemplyment is the the major issue 
here,forcing people to volunteer. ACC will be taking this up with 
the Cape Town Unemployment project, discussing it with civics and 
constituencies and raising it with the unions. 

5.2 SADF activites in schools are a major area of work. Concrete 
organisation can be built through opposition to this. Here the 
ACC is planning to work with COSAS on this to organise against 
cadets and other SADF activites in the schools. Teaches and 
parents are very im~ortant in this area. Teachers will be needed 
to run the cadet programme and progressive teachers are likley to 
be· subject to harssment. Opposition to SADF activites need to be 
inco~9orated in focuses on the position of teachers. 

3 
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5.3 Parents are a special group the ACC wishes to reach through 
civics, the UWO and PTA's because they will be cenral to opposing 
the introduction of cadets and hearts and minds activites. 

5.4 The rural areas are very important SADF targets. Here the ACC 
will need to find out how the SADF is opperating through contact 
with people working in the area, and has planned to co this. Also 
the ACC wishes to provide material for the fothcomming Boland 
confernce. 

5.5 SADF action in forced removals must be exposed and this linked to 
UDF work on forced·removals. Research into SADF and forced 
removals has been started. 

5.6 Children are the target of much SADF propaganda. It is important 
to look at this and in the long term build alternatives to SADF 
camps through civics, youth and UWO. The ACC will raise this with 
these organisations. 

5.7 1985 is international year of the youth and conscription must be 
built into the work of the UDF on this. This could be linked to 
anti-nuclear camapigns internationally. 

5.8 The ACC will discuss increasing participation on the committee 
with COSAS, AZASO and ICY. 

5.9 The ACC has direct contact with the End Conscription Committee. 
These two committees are important because they are working in 
different constituencies and will continue to co-operate. 

6 Conclusion 

While the state continues to use the SADF and the Civic Action 
Programme as a way to co-opt our people, the Anti-Conscription 
Campaign remains a crucial part of the work of the UDF in fighting the 
implementation of the New Deal. We have pointed to some of the 
problems which have limited the gains we have made from this issue so 
far. We believe that it is a crucial issue for the UDF and the affil­
iate organisations to look into and to identify precisely how it can 
be taken up in ways that will advance the work of each organisation 
and the UDF as a whole. 

4 
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DRAFT STATEMENT ON CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR BRETT MYRDAL. ,, f.Yb- I q ,, 
UDF(Western Cape) supports Brett t4yrdal in his refusal to serve in the SADF becuase 
of its role in upholding apartheid. The SADF is engaged in a civil war in South 

Africa, while at the same time defending South Africa•s illegal occupation of 

Namibia. 

It is significant "that despite all the government's propaganda and indoctrination, 

thousands of white youth are refusing to serve in the SADF. Some, like Brett, have 

chosen to go to jail. 

The new constitution will further heighten the civil war in our country. In fact, the 

price that sections of the oppressed will have to pay for their sham representation 

in the new parliaments will be consG{ption into the apartheid army. 

Brett•s stand cannot be seen in isolation from the situation which will be fac ed by 

coloured and Indian youth in the near future. While the Apartheid constit~on attempts 
to further divide South Africa•s people, we are uni~ed in our opposition to the SADF 

and the new constituion, and in our struggle for a free and democratic South Africa. 

Brett•s participation in the democratic movement has led him to the conclusion that 

he cannot participate in the SADF. The UDF(Western Cape) wholeheartedly supports 

him, and all other objectors, in their stand. 
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~(b.Jl'AJ:> ;gi/Q) 
SPEECH DELIVERED BY BRETt MYRDAL 29 SEPTEMBER 1983 
4T NUSAS UCT ~ASS MEETING: 'STUDENTS REJECT THE 

APARTHEID CONSTITUTION' 

Fellow students; I greet you today in solidarity with ell other objectors; 
' with the thousands who have left South Africa rather than serve in the 

South A~ricen Defence faEce; in solidarity with Paul Dobson who, after 

14 •antha in the SAD~ cho9e to bbject end will •now join the other 

conacientious objectors in Pretoria Central. 

Last week I heerd a report on capital radio covering the Transvaal 

Netianel Party Congress. A resolution was passed calling for the rapid 

!~laMentation of the extension of conscription to so-called coloureds 

•nd indians. Magnus Malan, minister of defence, spoke to the resolution. 

M• explained that the law to extend conacription would, but for shortage 

Df time, have been introduced duFing the last sittin~ of par:iament. 

1ft! said it on.:•-' r~mdn~c fc= tl,~ n,. .. c·.:-:s~jt·.Jtj!:'n t:- be ""ccerted, .. ~.;;r.::r.::: 

tn~ extension ~f conscription woLld become fact • 

.!e, c.s I talk today, introduced as a consdcntious obje=·;;c.::r, I am ve=Y 

conscious of the fact that conscription is fast becoming a reality 

for a far broader grou;, of Sot.;·':h r.f~5c~o;s. ;nd ;.-;; :=s iJ~..:c:s;.:..::, L.:..;:.:~:s~ 

nf the supposed political rights whi=h ar~ b~ing 'given ' to the 

coloured and indian people, that they now face the ,threat of conscription 

in defence of the apartheid under which they live. 

f.W.de Klerk, Transvaal Nationalist Party leader, has stated this clearly 

I quote: " You can't ask a man to fight for his country if he can't vote 

A~ong the terms of the new dispensa~ion is the guarantee that coloureds 

and indians will get voting rights. It follows that their respomsibilities 

will increase accordingly, ~1hich means they will hold obligations to 

defend these rights.'' 

This is one harsh consequence crf the new constitution that we, gathered 

here as members of NUSAS end the United Democratic Front, reject as we 

reject all aspects of the government's new deal. 

In July, I failed to report to Potchefstroom Medical Services Corps. I 

~e charged at Voortrekke~hoogte and face a Court Marshall there on 

•ovember Bth. As a conscientious objector,! face a maximum sentence of 

~ years imprison•ent. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018. 
 



But I, like thousands of others, had b~en morally and physically prepared 

for war. Why then make this choice? 

I attended a high school in Port Elizabeth. Part of its 'liberal' 

tradition was to train us as officer material for the SADF. The military~ 

in the form of compulsory cadet t~ining, was a part of my life from 

the age of 13. 

Instead of cowboys and indians, at school camps we plaJed 'nationalists 

va terrorists'. We drilled with Rl's; we were trained to shoot; 600 

boys went on parade four times a year for the Eastern Province Command. 

Our cadet camp (and I quote from our school year book) trained us in 

counter insurgency warfare and attacks on mock terrorist bases. 

Then in our last year of school, we all received our first call up papers. 

The diiemma then was-varsity or national service? This was the year after 

Soweto '76 - We had always been told to prepare for the war against an 

extern~l communist threat. But i~ was clear to many of us that conflict 

existed within South Africa. Man~ who were opposed to apartheid went 

in:'to get it done with'- they are still trying to get it done. 

They came back, some from the border. Many frie~dsJof mine couldn't 

recognise themselves or come to terms with what thei had done. 

So I chose to come to university. Here I was exoosed to new ideas. 

T~rough meetings like ~hese, and the work of organisations on ca~pus, 

~j~roadened my understanding of c~nflict in South Agrica and of the role 

I, myself, played in this. 

The question for myself and for all of us was:'What system are we called 
I 

on-to defend?' for me it became cleat that it was a system based on the 

rule of a minority; where unempl~yment has reached 3 million; where the 

country is fragmented into homelands; where people from Crossroads and 

KTC are removed, to face repression of the order that we 6ee in Ciskei 

at the moment. A country, which calls on its ton generals to ~astermind 

a militarily defensible constitut±on which it then holds out to the people 

of the country as democracy. 

for me it became immoral to participate. in thP- SADF and defend such an 

unjust system. Immoral to fight against our own people - the youth of 
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ioweto '76 now returning. I could nnt participate in a war of occupation 

in Namibia; in cross-border raids; in the suppression of uprisjngs; and I 

could not do the work of police in staffing road blocks and resettling 

people. 

Hy dilemma meant that I had to c~oose sides. And I had to take the side 

of the people working for a just and free South Africa. for me, co~mittmen~ 

to a non-racial struggle has meant that I must refuse to serve in the SADF. 

All of you ,faced with this situation, will have to make an equally 

difficult decision. On the one hand, the state increases to 6 years the 

sentence for C.O.'s. But on the other, the constitution it has constructec 

,offers no sol··••-n to the conflict. The very foundations of the constit~tic 

lie in the Group Areas Act, lie in the maintenance of the homalands. 

When we oppose the constitution ~oday, our opposition should not be limited 

to only those aspects of the status quo that ere being modifjed by the 

constitution. 

Our opposition should be directed et every way in which an embattled 

white minorL~y attempts to ere3erve its power and privilege : detentions. 

forced removals, bantustan polic~, and the increasing militarisation of 

our society. 

When we demand alternatives, we ~snnot limjt ourselves to alternatives 

to the constitution. Our demands must embrace a profoundly changed 

society, a society wh~re o~opl~ ~r~ no lnnger ~ow~rl~ss ~nd hung~y, 3nd 

shunted around like animals. A sociaty where young men are no longer 

called on to fight their brothers in defence of a patently unjust systsm 1 

a society where the people are in control of their lives - where the 

people shall govern. 

****************************** 
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VIG!:. ON 
MILITARISATION AND CONSCIENCE 

in solidarity with Brett Myrdal, a conscientious objecter 
facing a court martial on 8 November 

The South African state, in crder to contain the crisis confronting it, is 
restructuring the forms of political domination and control over.the majority 
of the people. 
This restructuring, _presented to us as "reforrn 11

, is intended to•preserve the 
economic and political syste~·and the dominance of the ruling·class. 
The constitutional proposals, militarisation, the Koornhof Bills, removals, 
and the destabilisat1on cf surrounding states are complementary aspects of 
this process. 
South Africa is a militarised scciety. r~ilitary force is used to solved polit­
ical problems rathe~ th~n c just dispensation for all. 

SPEAKERS - DISCUSSION • POETRY - PRAYER - SONG 

KHOTSu HOUSE, De Villierz St; .. eet, Johannesburg 
Friday 11 Novcmb~r 1983. 6p.m. -to 9p.m. 

issued by Jhb. CCSG. 
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UNITED 

S.A.D.F IN OUR SCHOOLS 

Dear Parents, Teachers and members of the Community, 

WESTERN CAPE'REGIOI\, 

P.O. BOX 274 
SALT RIVER 
7925 

You may have read in the newspapers last week that a teacher at Belmore Primary School 
in Hanover Park organised for the Std. 4 and 5 children to go camping at Faure. The 
parents of these children approached UDF to help them find out what this camp was all 
about, and a delegation went to the School Principal. He knew nothing about this camp, 
even though it was organised by a teacher in his school. 

Eventually, the parents heard the story from the PT teacher. He had asked the South 
African Defence Force (SADF) to take the children to Faure. There, they would camp, 
play sport and learn about Civil ~efence. The teacher said that there are no facilities 
in Hanover Park, so the children hang around on street corners. He wanted to give the 
children something special. 

UDF says to all parents and teachers of young children: The PT teacher is right that 
there are o playgrounds, libraries and sportsfields in our areas. But that problem is 
not solved by sending children to Faure. In each of our areas, residents have formed 
civic organisatio~s to fight for better living conditions. If we want playgrounds and 
libraries, we should join these ~ivies to fight for them. 

The Hanover Park camp is not the only one. Last year there were similar camps in Gugu­
le~u and Mbekweni. The SADF is taking many children on these camps, and they organise 
programmes for the children cluring the holidays. 

But we ask these questions: Why do the SADF and the teachers who organise these camps 
hide it from the parents? Why do they not tell parents who will take responsibility 
for the children? Can we be sure that our children will be safe with SADF soldiers? 
What will our children do on these camps? 

-----------APARTHEID DIVIDES, UDF UNITEs-----------
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We want our children to grow up in peace and friendship. Our children must not believe 
that violence, war and the army are here forever. 

But the Nationalist government and the SADF want to win the hearts and minds of our 
children. Then the government can conscript them, and force them to JO~n the army. 
This is the same army whicb chased and shot students in I976 and !980. 

All of this is part of the Nationalists "New Deal". Tt1ey •.rant to offer some sections of 
the population a vote in Apartheid so that they can force our sons to defend Apartheid. 

But do we bring our children up so that they can die defending a system 
that forces us to live in Mitchells Plain, Atlantis and Khayelitsha in bad conditions, 

-where prices of food and rent go up and up while our wages are~~p~ low, 
- that forces our children to go to gutter education schools 
- that forces ~s to pay GST on everything we buy so the government can spend all their 

money on the army? 

UDF rejects this New Deal. It will not bring an end to our problems. 

We call on you to talk to people in your area about why the army is organising camps 
for young children. Ask the principal at the local school if he will allow these kinds 
of camps. Maybe there has already been a camp at that school; maybe they are planning 
one for the near future. Raise these questions at the PTA. Ask your priest or imam 
what he thinks about these SADF camps. UDF is keen to advise and assist anyone who is 
concerned about these camps. We are concerned because we want a peaceful and democratic 
South Africa for all the people of the country. We do not.want a South Africa where 
the army controls our lives and our country. 

-----------APARTHEID DIVIDES. UDF UNITESI!IIIi. _________ _ 

Published~ UDF7 Printed 131 Lower Main Roa4 Obser~y,7925 
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HOTO 
BOTHA'S 
ARMY-
iJONT VOTE! 

"You c:aa't allk a IIIID to fisht for hia country can't vote. 

.. 

AlloD8 the terwa of the aev diapenaation ia the guarantee that coloureds 
ad Indians will get YOtiag riaJlta. It follows tbat their reepcuibi.lity 
will iacreaae accordioalJ, which ~~eans that they will be obliged to 
defend tbeae righta. • (F .W.4e Derk, Leader of the Transvaal Nat Party) 

~ 

"~' JAWS miS MEAl? 
It . ..._ t:bat "coloured"and Indian youth will be conacripted and vill be forced to 

joiD· tbe aray to defend apartheid. 

'mE Ql¥J!DMJWl' VAI'l'S IE '1'0 J»''iW APAkt'BEiD - SO 'I'BEY GIVE US AN .&PAil'1'SEilD V0'1'E 

VB SAT J!! '1'0 crMSC2IP'l"'C. 

II! SAY~ 'm mE .dHt 

-the goYcrament apends aillions on 'd•fence'vbile 

our people are depi'i ved of food • housing and educctio:~ 

\ie My m becaue 

u. ••• ~ because 

We aay 10 becaue 

-the ar.r is used to atrengbthen our oppressors 

-the army-undermines the freedca and inde,endeoce ~ ~ 

neighbouriag countries 

-the ~~&jority a:e being made foreigners in the lend of 

their birth 

WE SAY W 0 TO TBB ELEC170 JIS 

V! SA! !.Q. TO COISCIIPTIOJf 

WE SAY ~TO PIEEDOM. DEKOC!ACT 

AJID JUST1Cl!: 1'02 ALL 
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REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE ON CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION HELD AT NATAL 

UNIVERSITY FROM JULY 1~ - :7,1983 

CONTENTS 

1. Infonmation of general interest 

The material contained in this section could be made available t~ any 
interested bodies. P.lthough presented at the Conference in a variety 
of ways, it has been compiled s1.: as to make it more readily accesible. 

a) The political and socio-economic background to militarism in 
South Africa today. 

b) Destabilisation 

c) The Defence Amendment Act 1983 - a summary 

d) COSG factsheet on Recent Developments in the SADF 

e) Chronology of oppression and resistance. 

f) A reading list 

2. Ideas for groups workin9 in the area of militarisation 

All ideas, issues and plans generated by the Conference are compiled 
in this section. Their inclusion does not mean that they received support 
from the Conference, or that they are either definitive or evaluated. 
They are included here to provide a full record of Conference discussions. 

a) Ideas and issues for fur:!:her wprk_in local groups. 
b) Ways of taking up the military issue among young people. 
c) Women and the military. 
d) Conscription and militarisation. 
e) The Defence Amendment Act. 
f) A programme for creating a civilian form of chaplaincy. 
g) Alternative Defence. 
h) Ideas for conducting a campaign against conscription. 
i) Draft SACC res.olution referred back for discussion. 

3. Conference decisions 

The Conference made certain decisions, both as a full conference and 
in particular caucases. 

a) The call to end conscription. 
b) A press statement made on behalf of the Conference. 
c) CPSA delegates resolution. 

A list of delegates is available on request from the Durban COSG. 

Edited and published by: 
Printed by: 

Durban COSG, 1983 
Peace Print 
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~LITICAL AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND TO MILITARISM IN SOUTH AFRICA TODAY 

[THE CONTEXT I 
Structural/economic 
factors: 

Ideological factors: 

Political resistance 
factors: 

This is perceived by the State as~ 
~ 

o growth of monopoly capitalism 
o recession 
o increased unemp·ioyment 
o rising inflation 
o price hikes in basic foodstuffs 
o war economy 
o skills shortage 
o role of Armscor to rest of economy -

± 1 000 private businesses involved 
0 skilled and unskilled unemployed looking 

to SADF for employment 
o housing - e.g. KTC 
o drought 

o media - threat to and of media 
o myth of communist threat 
o myth that the war can be won 
o myth that army can be used as shield 

while reform happens (PFP) 
orv 
o bonus bonds 
o anmy making •he-men• 
o use of language - e.g. terrorist -

freedom fighter 
o use ~f army in adverts 
0 apartheid - struggle of ideas 
0 edu~ation for perpetuation of the system 

T T r f i 
o worker action grows 
o worker-supportive action on increase 
0 rise of schools, youth, student. women's 

community, sports organizations • 
o growth of exiles (white) resisting 

SADF call-up 
o re-emerge~ce of ANC presence in W Cape 

and in general 
o relatively outspoken and unbiased news 

reports on independent radio 604 

n T ll I n N S L A U G H T 
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RESPONSE 
of the 

STATE 

I I I i 
Total onslaught requires a: 

1 
T 0 T A L S T R A T E G Y 

CO-OPTION 
DIVIDE 

--7 Commissions: 
Wiehahn (TU recognition) c > 
Riekert (increased rights~ 

to urban b 1 acks) ~ 
De lange 

--7 Constitutional proposals: 

REPRESSION 

CONTROL 
RULE 

Detention of trade unionists 
Tightened influx control 
ResettlE!llent 

"Power sharing" ~(--~, Concentration of power 
"Inclusion of "Col~ureds 
and Indians" {-(---4) Apartheid 

(Extend laager) 

--7 Rikhoto judgement ~<---") Bantustans implem.entation 
KTC 
Khayel itsha 
Koornhoff Bi 11 s 

o quota bill 
o tightening up of security legislation 
o police empowered to search cars anywhere 
o Commission of Enquiry into SACC 
o Army used for repression not defence and 

in civil issues 
o atrocities in Namibia:- economic/political 

ne~d for war there 
o increasing role and extent of military in 

society 
o destabilization of fror,tl ine states for 

economic and political reasons: keep them 
economically dependant on SA e.g. NMR, UNITA 
LLA, Zimbabwe resistance troops 

o raiding of ANC and SWAPO offices abroad 
o homeland armies: 

- Transkei: 17% budget on development 
rest on salaries, mostly 
pol ice and army 

- sophisticated recruiting propaganda 
o foreign support: 

- embargos and sanctions not enforced 
- new set of international relations 

e.g. Israel, Taiwan, Chile, etc. 
-military technology & knowledge exchange 
- US & USA involvement: 

training centre on interrogation meth~ds 
'co-operation'with 3rd world governments 
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- international militarization and violence 
- massive IMF loan of R1 240 million 
- admittance of SADF to international 

military trade fair in Greece 
- purchase of arms in Britain through 

private sales 
- upwprd spiral of arms trade 

~ business involvement in military 
~ influence of Army in Government: 

National Security Council, Cabi~et 
o ~earts and minds' policy: 80% political, 

20% military 
o extended call-up 

The mood of the country suggests a 
D E V E l 0 P I N G C R I S I S 

RESISTANCE 

Th]' developillg crisis 1s met by 1[esist:rce from a number of forces: 

Right-wing backlash: 

Big business pressure 

Foreign pressure: 

Internal resistance: 

Position of resisting whites: 

l t 
I 

D E V E L 0 P I N G 

o political storm in Durban re beaches 
' "battle of the Berge" 
' Broederbond/SABRA controversy 
' general resistance to new constitution 

o negative coverage of SADF in Namibia at UN 
o increase in anti-SADF reporting from 

journalists in neighbouring countries 

o changing as economic crisis continues 
o T.U. activity 
o community resistance 

eg. Driefontein, KTC, Lamontville, 
Chesterville, Clairwood 

o COSAS and AZASO 
o growth re-emergence of democratic 

organisations 
o Charterists ( ) National Forum 
o non-racial struggle 

o increasingly isolated from white community 
o scope of operations narrowing 

1 i 
R E P R E S S I 0 N 
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c 

o media: o more severe clamp-down on reporting of 
military affairs 

o counter-propaganda 
o detentions and prosecutions 

o likely call-up of "Coloured" and Indian men 

o development of more sophisticated weaponry 

[THE FUTURE I 

Economy: o promoting war economy to prop up sagging 
economy will ultimately unbalance it further 

Politicization/education o ne~d for united strategy in resisting co-option 

Militarization 

eonscription 

Role of the Church 

o need to plan ahead at a community level, to be 
creative, take initiatives 

o way of approaching people is important 
need to show why rather than play on fears 

o spreading information: 
e.g. business involvement in military needs 

to be exposed in SA 

o possibilities of e.g. Bophuthatswana TV 

o vigorous reporting ;n alternative community 
and student press 

o create awareness of civil war 

o deal with doubts and fears 

0 ? 
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HELL-BENT ON DESTABILISATION 

South Africa and the Frontline States 

Mike Evans 

If we think back ten year:, and envisage a mfp of Southern Africa, we see 
a very different picture to the one we are used to today. In South Africa, 
the state had been able to crush all resistance since the clamp-down of 
t~~ early sixties, and there was little ind~cation of the mass upheavals 
which would begin with the 1973 Durban strikes. In Namibia, the war which 
had begun in 1966 had only just advance to a scale where South Africa 
was forced to introduce the SADF to contain the growing SWAPO activity. 
But even this activity was confined to a relatively small portion of the 
Caprivi. In Mozambique and Angola the wars of independence were at an 
advanced stage; nevertheless, in the early 70's the colonial governments 
appeared to be in a strong enough position to at least contain the conflict 
with FRELJI.iO and the MPLA. In ·Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia} the war only began 
in earnest in 1972, and Ian Smith was; able to assert very confidently that. 
never in his lifetime would there be black majority rule. Finally, the BLS 
countries (Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland) were all favourably disposed 
to South Africa, and weren't even prepared to mount challenges to apartheid 
on a public level. 

When we think of Southern Africa· today, then we realize how dramatically Lhe 
scenario has changed in a relatively short space of time. What we need 
to ask ourselves then, is how has South Africa been affected by these 
changes? How, in turn, has South Africa responded to the dramatic changes 
of the past decade? 

Factors influencing South African Policy in Southern Africa: 

The most significant events influencing South African policy in Southern 
Africa have obvious1y been the coming to independence of Angola and 
Mozambique in 1975, and Zimbabwe five years later. Not only did independence 
bring to power governments which were militantly opposed to apartheid, 
but also the policies of non-racialism and socialism which they expused 
posed a longer-term threat to South Africa's hegemony in the region. 
More than that, Mozambique and Angola soon provided moral and material 
aid to the South African and Namibian liberation movements. There seems 
little doubt that the victories of FRELIMO and the MPLA, and the defeat 
of the SADF in Angola in 1975/6, provided massive encouragement to the 
students in 1976. Furthermore, soon after independence, Angola cleared 
the way for SWAPO and ANC bases to be established there. Today, Angola 
is the major training ground for Umkhonto weSizwe and PLAN (Peoples 
Liberation Army of Namibia) guerillas; and together with Tanzania and 
Zambia it provides the most significant material assistance to the ANC. 

Other external factors have had an important influence on South African 
policy. Most significant is the increasing non-Western involvement in 
Southern Africa, and support for the liberation movements; in particular, 
the Cuban presence in Angola - itself partly a response to SADF aggression 
has also had an important bearing on South African policy-makers. More 
recently. the increasingly hostile attitude to South Africa of previously 
submissive frontline states (e.g. Lesotho) has influenced SA policy; so, too, 
have the attempts at economic independence of these frontline states. as marked 
by the formation of the Southern African Development and Co-ordinating 
Conference (SADCC). 
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But it is not only events outside SA which have changed SA foreign 
policy. Internally, we've seen in the last ten years the upsurge in 
resistance and the growth of popular organisation, and with it the 
dramatic increase in support for the ANC. Similarly, we've seen thousands 
upon thousands of young men and women leaving South Africa in the post-1976 
period to join the ANC. Many of these - perhaps 10 000 - have been trained 
as guerillas of the armed wing of the ANC, Umkhonto weSizwe. 

South African ~olicy: Eronomic Dependency 

Liberal international relations writers have often referred to the 'hawks' 
and the 'doves' in the corridors of the foreign affairs department. The 
'doves' are those who argue that South Africa must use its strong 
economic base to buy stability in the region, promote regional prosperity 
and thus hope to weaken radical forces. The 'hawks' on the other hand, 
argue that South Africa should keep its neighbours economically and 
politically cowered; that the temptation on the frontline states to seek 
economic assistance elsewhere should be weakened, and that whatever means 
necessary should be used to achieve these ends. 

Now, up to the mid-70's the policy of the 'doves' was dominant. This was 
the period in which Vorster and co. regularly trotted off to the Ivory 
Coast, Senegal and whatever other African state would have them. 'Detente' 
was the catch-word of South African foreign policy. 

Obviously the intention was to intensify the economic dependence of Southern 
African states on 'SA and to varying degrees, SA has been successful in 
creating and maintaining these economic ties. This economic dependency 
has taken on a number of forms. Firstly, SA capital owns or controls much 
of the economies of some frontline states, in particular Lesotho and 
Swaziland. Secondly, many SADCC countries are dependent on SA for the 
import of goods. The BLS countries a11 get over so: of their imports 
from SA, while Zimbabwe and Malawi get over 40%. 

The South African Customs Union is another way in which economic dependency 
is maintained. An agreement between South Africa and the BLS countries 
gives SA an effective veto on the development of any industry in Bot_$wana, 
Lesotho or Swaziland. At the same time, these landlocked countries 
obtain much government reven-ue through duties paid on good at South African 
ports. Lesotho and Swaziland each raise two-thirds of government revenue 
in this way, while Botswan~ raises one-third. 

South Africa has also significant control over the transport networks of 
Southern Africa, as well as over the provision of electricity and fuel 
(it has been said that SA could switch off all Lesotho and Swaziland's 
1 i ghts in a second). · 

Finally, although this is a diminishing factor, some frontline states still 
rely on the income generated by migrant workers. 40% of the Lesotho 
workforce, for exa~ple, is employed in South Africa. 

All these examples indicate the network of SA economic inf1uence which 
pervades throughout Southern Africa- a network which is substantial, 
but very unequal, and one which has remained equally strong in the late 
70's and early 80's. despite the more aggressive SA foreign policy. 

The ~minance of the 'Hawks' 

The turning ppint for South African policy in Southern Africa was the 
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independence of Angola in 1975. Angola was, and remains, the one country 
ir. the region which had virtually no economic ties with South Africa. SA 
could not, therefore, exert pressure on Angola as it could,say, on 
Mozambique which at that stage had also recently won its independence from 
Portugal. In addition, the new MPLA government immediately promised 
strong support for SWAPO. 

The rest of the story i~ well-known •••••• SADF troops moved in in late '75, 
backing the dissident UNITA movement •••• they were held up at the Queve 
River just 1 ong enough fot· the MPLh to ca 11 on the Cubans for assistance 
••.• by early 1976, the Sf.~F had been defeated and forced to retreat, with 
promic;ed support from the '.lest (particularly the USA) having been withheld 
at the la~t moment. 

Ft·om this point onwards, S/\ began to rely increasingly on military and 
other forms of destabilisation. so as to maintain its position of r.onlrol 
in the Southern African region •. In the following seven years, a range 
of strategies have been employed: pressure by economic means, provocation 
in the form of border and airspace violations, campaigns of sabotage 
and terrorism, generally using surrogate forces portrayed as dissident 
movements of the countries affected, and conmando raids. The final stage, 
so far reached only in the case cf Angola, is that of large-scale 
military offensives using conventional military formations. 

In the remainder of this talk, I will look at some of these fonm5 of 
destahilisation in a little more depth. 

Continued Economic Pressure 

While military aggression has dominated South Africa's destabilisation 
policy, economic pressure on neighbouring states has continued. 
PW Botha's (unsuccessful) attempts to fonm a 'Constellation of States• 
have been aimed at breaking the moves towards greater economic independence 
on the part of the 9 SADCC cou~tries (Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi and the BLS countries). Indeed, South Africa's 
attempts to give KaNgwane and lngw~vuma to Swaziland, can be seen at least 
partly as an attempt to woo the conservative Swazi leadership to the 
constellation idea. 

Zimbabwe has been hard hit by South Africa's destabilising intentions. Soon 
after independence, SA tenninated its preferential trade a9reement with 
Zimbabwe. Then, late last year, 80 trucks and diesel engines carrying 
maize and fuel to Zimbabwe were withdrawn. At the same time, the fuel 
supply line fror.t Beira in Mozambique, to Zimbabwe, was blown up by SA 
backed terrorist forces. The result of this dual attack was massive 
fuel shortages during the packed holiday period. 

Support for Terrorist Organisations 

The Beira fuel-line attack is just one example of the way in which SA 
uses surrogate terrorist groupings to destabilise the frontline states. 
One of the most significant of these is the Mozambique National Resistance 
Movement (M~rt), originally formed by the Phodesian SAS, but since 1980 
allegedly financed, armed and trained by the SADF at a base in the 
Eastern Transvaal. The MNR currently has a force of about 10 000, and 
during the last year it managed to cause severe damage in central and 
Souther~ Mozambique. However, mojor FRELIMO offensives during the 
first half of this year have led to major setbacks for the MNR. At the same 
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time, South Africa has has come under strong attack for its backing of the 
MNR from such reputable bodies as the US Stat~ Department, and the 
influential London weekly, the Economist. SA government disclaimers 
regarding its bac.king of the HNR carry little weight. In May this year, 
the effective leader of the MNR, Orlando Christina, was killed in 
Pretoria. And two years ago, when·MNR attacks on Cabora-Oassa led to 
power cuts in the Transvaal, PFP MP Graham Mcintosh blam-:?d "some 
incompetent ass in th~ SADF or the National Intelligence Service". 

Much publicity has been given rec~ntly to the allegedly South African­
backed attacks on Lesotho by the so-called Lesotho Liberation Anmy. 
Throughout 1981/82 each attack occurred within 2 km of the Lesotho/SA 
bot·der, giving support to the theory that the LLA operates from the 
Eastern OFS. At one point PW Botha was quoted as saying that 'there 
wuuld be no LLA if you (Lesotho government) removed all refugees 
from Lesotho'. Clearly, SA is attempting to pressurise Lesotho to stop 
harbouring South African exiles. 

The Mozambique and Lesotr.o situations can be repeated for Angola, 
Zimbabwe and even Zambia, where SA allegedly backed the dissident 
g1·ouping led by Adamson Mushala. In Angola, SA does not even deny 
its active support for UNITA, while in Zimbabwe there is strong belief 
that SA is training 5 000 Muzore~Ja au··iliaries. The death of 3 white 
SADF members during a mission in Southern Zimbabwe in August last 
year confinmed the SA presence in that country. It was this mission 
that 1 ed Robert. Mugabe to remark that South Africa was "hell-bent on 
destabilisation". 

Actions aimed directly at the ANC 

Much South African action in Southern Africa has been aimed at breaking down 
support for the ANC and SWM·O. However, attacks on neighbouring states 
have often merely ser~ed to strengthen their resolve to back the ANC and 
SWAPO, for the frontline states more than anywhere else realise they 
themselves can only achieve tr~e liberation when South Africa is liberated. 

As a result, SA has often aimed its attacks directly at the ANC; for 
example, the SADF attacks on ~~uth African refugees in Matola in 1981, 
and in Maseru in 1982. The killing of refugees (as well as innocent 
civilians of the host countriesl has itself induced a change in strategy 
on the part of the ANC. Up till this year, the ANC attacks were directed 
only at economic targets and key strategic installations. The Pretoria 
bomb blast is evidence of the fact that attacks will now be directed at 
military and police person~el as well. 

Besides direct attacks, SA has also been involved in the surveillance of 
neighbouring states ·(the recent drone spy-plane over Mozambique,for example) 
and the kidnapping of South African exiles (three SA security policemen 
were recently sentenced i•• Botswana for such activity). Far m ... re insiduous 
is the alleged South African involvement in the assassinations of key ANC 
and SACTU personnel, such as Joe Gqabi in Harare in 1981, Petrus and 
Jabu ~zima in Swaziland in 1982, and Ruth First in Maputo last year. 

Full-scale Military Invasion 

The final stage in· South Africa's destabilising activities has only been 
reached in the occupation and complete destruction of much of Southern 
Angola. 
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lhc SAOF has huge infantry and armoured divisions, and since the frontline 
states pose no military threat to South Africa, and since the ANC and 
SWAPO are fighting guerilla wars, it can only be concluded that the SADF's 
massive conventional anny is essentially an external strike force, for the 
continued invasion of Angola and, if necessary, the invasion of other 
Southern African states. The 1982 Defence White Paper stressed the 
strengthening of SA's conventional anny, while new weaponry introduced in 
1982 - such as the Olifant battle tank and the G6 155 nrn gun are suited 
for conventional rather than guerilla-type attacks. 

5 500 troops are currently stationed in Southern Angola, and many c~Timentators 
anticipate a full-scale invasion into Central Angola in the near future. 
The cost of SA aggression against Angola has been enormous: many thousand' 
dead, wounded or disabled, and RlO billion damage. The intention has ciear1y 
been to prevent any nonnal life 01· economic activity; traffic on the 
roads ha~ been strafed, bridges and railways bombed, and towns and villages 
reduced to rubble. 

The long-tenn goals are to devas.tate the entire region, break down all 
su~?ort for SWAPO, pressurize the removal of all the Cubans presently 
in Angola, and ultimately, force the MPLA government to negotiate with 
UNIT A. 

An important dimension of SAJF activity in Southern Angola has been the 
widespread massacre of refugees. After the Kassinga attack in 1978, 
Bishop Desmond Tutu commented: 

"If South African forces could tell me it was clear that they 
only attacked military targets, I would accept that. But 
they know it is not true. They have been able to go into 
refugPe camps and there is proof of this and they have 
killed women and children and that is violence." 

Even deputy defence minister Kobie Coetsee has confirmed that women 
and c.ildren have been killed in the course of South African attacks. 

It is this continued onslaught that has 3llowed SA to force its hand in 
the Namibian settlement issue. With the backing of the Western 5 {the USA 
in particular) it has been able to play two trump-cards - Cubans aut 
~f Angola, and Unita presence in the Angolan 90vernmont. For Angola the 
possible advantages of compliance are not inconsequential; the war will be 
stopped, the 25% of the budget which now goes to defence can be ploughed into. 
developi;ent projects, the Benguela railway will be opened, the mineral and 
agriculturally wealthy southern p1·ovince will be opened for development, and. 
with US negotiation, foreign loan~ and aid will be easier to procure. 

This, then, is another zxam;·le of the way SA has been able to block progressive 
development in Southern Africa, attempt to break down support for genuine 
liberation movements, and force its own demands through brute military power. 

Conclusion: The Destabilisation of Southern Africa 

The picture presented in this talk has been entirely negative. Yet, amidst all 
the gloom, there are still some signs of hope- notably, the paths of change 
followed by a few of South Africa's neighbours. So I would like to conclude 
by quoting from Samora Machel, a man who, I believe, has made a more 
significant contribution to peace and constructive change in Southern Africa 
than any other individual. In a speech responding to Magnus Malan's 
allegations that South Africa was being destabilised by its neighbours, 
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~A few days ago the Sout~ African r~gime alreged that 
Mozambique is threatePi ~ it by con.centra'tl"f s.ophi s ti cated 
weapons on its border. What ar~ thes~ sophisticated weapons 
that the regime is r~ferring to? 

We do not represent a threat to anyone, neither militarily nor 
economically. No sensible person could think that an 
underdevelopcJ and poor country like ours, with so many wounds 
of war ~till bleeding, could threaten the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity or stability of any state, especially 
a power like South Africa." 

In fact, the only thing the regime has to fear is our example. This, yes. 
~hat i~ the sophisticated weapon that the regime refers to? The answer 
is the work we are doing. What is this work? 

Giving worth to women as mothers, as wives, as educators, as companions 
and comrades, the ex~mple of protecting them and loving them as symbols 
of affection and peace, as the guarantors of future generations. 

This is what South Africa fears. 

The sophisticated weapon is making the hume the centre of fulfilment 
and not, as in South Africa, a prison and a guarded residence. 

The sophisticated weapon is having children as the only privileged 
sector of our society, keeping the best for them, keeping the most 
beautiful for them. It is surrounding children with love and affection, 
innocence and happiness, and not, as in Soweto, making them targets for 
police brutality and murderous weapons. 

The sophisticated weapon is the people's right to create their own history, 
by directing their own destiny, b .. exercising their sovereign power. 

In short, the sophisticated weapon that really threatens apartheid is 
the-alternative of civilisation that our society now represents. 
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DEFENCE AME~uMENT ACT, 1983 

qr~~MARY OF PROVISIONS RELATING TO RELIGIOUS OBJECTION .. __ _ 
1. Boards for religious objection: 

There may be one or more boards for religious objection 
appointed by the Minister of Manpower. 

1.1 There will consist of: 

- a judge or retired judge ~s chairman 
- three theologians of different denominations 
- one military chaplain 
- one SADF representative 
- one co-opted theologian of applicant's own 

denomination if none of appointed theologians 
or chaplain are of that denomination 

1.2 Rules for hearings: 

- No legal representation 
- Witnesses allowed 
- All decisions final 

1.3 Powers of the boards: 

- Granting of applications 
- Allocation to other categories 
- Refusal of applications 
- Referra 1 to an exemption boa :·d 
- Revi eHing of cases 

1.4 Applications to boards need: 

- To be made in writing and signed by applicant 
- To state the category required 
- To set out facts and grounds for application 
- To state the "books of revelation and the 

arLicles of faith upon which the religious 
convictions of the applicant are based" 

- To include affidavit~ from any supporting witnesses 
- To be received by the board within thirty days 

of delivery of notice to render service 

1.5 Applications can be made after a person has 
started his service. 

Section 

72A(1)(a) 

72A(2) 

72C(4J 
72B(2)(e) 
720(5) 

720(1)(a) 
720( 1 )(b) 
720( 1 )(c) 
720(2)(3) 
72F 

728 
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cateoories of religiou~ objectors provided for: --
2. 1 

2.2 

"A religious objector with whose religious 
convictions it is in conflict to render service 
in a combatant capacity in any armed force." 

length: Nanna 1 ca 11- up 
Type: Non-combatant duties in 

military uniform 
Discipline: Normal SADF 

"A religious objector with whose religious convictions 
it is in conflict to render service in a combatant capacity 
in any armed force, to perform any maintenance tasks of a 
combatant nature therein and to be clothed in a 
military uniform." 

lenotn: One-and-?.-half times each call-up 
Type: Non-combatant duties in a 

non-military uniform 
Rank: If an officer, reduction to the ranks 

Refusal: Equival(~t prison sentence 

2.3 "A reli .. ~ous objector with whose religious convictions it 
is in conflict to render any military service or to perform 
any task in or in connection with any armed forced." 

720( 1 )(a) 
(i) 

72E(1) 

720(1 )(a) 
( i i ) 

72E(2) 

720(4) 

721(1) 

720l1 )(a) 
(iii) 

length: a) One-a~d-a-half times the full period 72E(3) 
of service owed, served -continuously 

b) For Section 44, periods equivalent to 12 times 
call-ur period; minimum 18 days 

Type: a) "Community service" in Public Service 
or Municipal Service 

b) Conditions of service laid down by 
State President 

c) No promotion, increases, etc., by employers 
for first two years where already employed 
in a category deemed "co11111unity service" 

d) No poliLical activities other than those 
prescribed by the State President: voting 
it. election or referendum a right 

e) No publication of written material 
relatirg to restricted activities 

Refusal: ')etention of equivalent length with parole 
possibility 

3. Objectors not provided for: 

All persons refusing to render servic~ who do not fall into 
the above categories. 

Penalty: Imprisonment of one-and-a-half times length 
of service owed or 18 months whichever is 
longer 

72E(4) 

72G 

72E(S)(c) 

72H(1) 

72H(2)(3) 
(4) 

72I(2){a) 

126A(1 )(a) 
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cosg factsheet __ _ 

R·m 
3 000 ~---~--.,._.., ~ 

2 500 1--J----+-1~ 

2 000 .._.._-4--o~· 

1 500 ~----~--~+-# 

1 000 1-+----f-o' 11-t--t--11111. 

500 defence spending 

73 74 75 76 77 78 7.9 80 81 82 83 
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budget 

* Over the last 10 years the Defence ~.=~~· ·· 
s h-fold. 

*This year R3 092 700 000 was all~cated to Oef~~~~ 
out of a total budget of R21 billion. 

• This represents n~arly 15 percent of the total budq~t. 
• It was the third-highest budgetted figure. The 

Departments of Constitutional Development and Finance 
took the biggest slices of the budget. 

* The 83/84 Defen~e budget is up 15,9 percent on the 
82/83 figure. 

*In the Auditor General's '83 report the Uefence Force 
was shown to be overdrawn by more than R134 million. 

• In the '83 budget, compared with the R3 billion budget 
for Defence, black education got Rsr-1 m, national 
education got R725 m, Agriculture got R467 m, Housing 
got R390 m, Welfare and Pensions got R1,3 billion and 
Co-operation and Development was allocated Rl ,5 billion. 

objectors 

* In the last 10 years 5 181 people have been prosecuted 
for failing to report for military service. 

* There were 355 men in DB in March '83 for refusing 
to do training. 

• Two national servicemen were kept in solitary confinemen1 
for two weeks during '82 for refusing to wear 
anny browns. 

*One man is presently !;erving year-long jail sentence 
in Pretoria Central Prison, and one in Pollsmoor. 

• Boards for religious objection have not yet 
{October '83) been established. 
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CHRONnLOGY OF OPPRESSION 

A~D RESISTANCE 

S1 

f h 0 O,ogy Prepared by the Media Commission. UCT. Cape Town r • r·act rom a c r n ... 

Sharpeville massacre on M~rch 21. 69 people killed. Eleven people killed at Langa. 

Nationwide stay-at-ho~ in protest at the Sharpeville massacre called by the ANC. 
E~tensive pass burning takes place in this widely observed stay-at-home on March 28. 
Harch 30 state declares a State of Emergency and arrests over 2 000 people. ANC 
and PAC declared unlawful organisations. 

PAC leader Phillip Kgosana leads march of 30 000 into central Cape Town in anti-pass 
deoons t rations. 

An All-In African Convention is held in Pietermartlzburg with 14 000 delegates and 
chaired by Nelson Handela. Conference resolves to call for a national convention 
to desigr. a "new non-racial democr.Jtic constitution for S.A.". 

Hay 31 declaration of Republic of South Africa. State mobi1ises armv to ·squash 
nationwide strike call t~ reject Republic Day celebrations. Three quarters of 
tne workforce In Johannesburg and Port Elizabeth respond. 

Chief A J Luthuli, President of the IUlC, receives the Nobel Peace Prize. 

The African Students Association is formed as the student wing of the Congress 
movement -and serves as a forerunner of the student organisations which emerge 
i n t he Ia t e 1960 • s • 

On December 16 the armed wing of the ANC, Umkhonto we Slzwe (Spear of the Nation) 
launches the first series of strategic sabotage attacks. 

3~2 Congress of Democrats banned under the Suppression of Communism Act. 

The PAC armed wing Poqo (Pure) engages in random acts of violence against white 
civilians and black policemen. 

The African Resistance Movement comprised mainly of whites embarks on a sabotage 
campaign. 

Helen Joseph first person under house arrest. Rioting at Cato Manor against police 
raids. 

PAC/Poqo leaders lacking organisation: quickly apprehended after acts of violence. 
E Ieven hanged. 

963 S.tate places olanket ban on all banned and listed persons. ANC sends members 
abroad to establish a external mission. 

Headquarters of Umkho~to ~ Sizwe at ~ivonia are raided and high command members 
are arrested. Handela, Hbeki, Sisulu. Goldberg, Kathrada. Mhlaba. Hlangeni, 
Motsoaledi sentenced to life impri$onment. Four people arrested at Rivonia­
Goldrech, Wolpe, Hoola and Jassat escape. 

1964 Braam Fischer, SACP leader. is arrested and put on trial with 13 others. 

Hany members of Umkhonto. Poqo and ARK are arrested and tried for sabotage. 
i 604 people are convicted of offences relating to safety of the state. 

Three prominent SACTU trade unionists- Hini, Kkaba and Khayinga- are executed. 

1965 Braam Fischer jumps bail and announces that he has gone underground. Arrested 
eleven months later, he receives a sentence of life imprisonment for sabotage. 

1966 S~APO launches its first guerri Ia operations. 
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,~ 1 ef A J Luthull is killed in an accident on July 21. 

ANC announces a military alliance with ZAPU andthe 'Luthull combat detachment' 
cross the Zambezi and conduc~ the Wankie and Slpolllo campaigns. South African 
Pollee sent to reinforce Rhode~ian security forces. 

8 15 Namibians are sentenced to life imprisonment and 16 are sentenced to 20 years 
imprisonment for'acts of violence'. Herman Toiva Ja Toiva. SWAPO founder member. 
receives 20 years. 

9 Seven security detainees- die in detention. Official reasons given are "slipped 
on piece of soap"; "fell down stalrs";"died of natural causes" and "feil from 
window while under interrogation". 

Kajor policy shifts in the ANC at the Morogoro Conference in Tanzania where strategy 
and tactics in line with the n~w ~ituation were adopted. 

South African Students Organisation (SASO) inaugurated a~ Turfloop to mobilise 
black university students against apartheid education SASO plays a crucial role 
crystallsing ideas of the Black Consciousness movement. 

Hajor policy shifts in the ANC at the Horogoro Conference In Tanzania where strategy 
and tactics in line with the new situation were adopted. ANC becomes a non-racial 
mass-based revolutionary organisation incorporating coloureds. Indians and demo· 
crat ic whites. 

22 people including Samson Ndou the leading accused and Mrs Winnie Mandela were 
charged under the Suppression of Communism Act relating to furthering the aims 
of the ANC. Charges were dropped and re-applied but all are acquitted 19 receive 
banning orders. 

Benjamin Ramotse receives a 15 year sentence for taking part In Terrorist Activities. 
Botswana government claims Rar .. ..>tse was arrested in Rhodesia. 

71 20 ODD Namibian contract workers bring mining industry to.a standstill in a strike 
against the system of migrant labour and influx control. 

NUSAS leads opposition to the Tenth Anniversary celebrations of the Republic. 
SASO and the Black Sash condemn celebrations. 

Port Elizabeth bus boycott in the-coloured community result in major clashes with 
the pol Ice. 

James April. a coloured student at U.C.T., receives a 15 year Jail sentence for 
membership of Umkhonto. 

372 South African Students Movement formed to organise black students In schools. 

~73 100 ODD workers in Durban go on strike and win wage increases. South African 
economy shocked by militancy displayed. Slrikes mostly spontaneous but pruv~d 
Impetus to development of independent black trade unions. 

975 Mozambique achieves independence on January 25 under the leadership of FRELIHO. 
SASO. organises rail ies to rdebrate which result in bitter clashes with pol ice 
at Turfloop and Durban. 

0 R Tiro, president of SASU, is killed by a parcel bomb in Botswana. BOSS is 
widely believed to be behind the murder. 

Countrywide boycott of the Coloured Peoples Representative Council is launched. 

Bus boycott at Newcastle. Natal involves ~ 000 industrial workers who walk 8 - 11 
miles a day to and from work. 

South Africa invades the Peoples Republic of Angola. 

Several security trials inclu~ing white democrats and academics for furthering the 
aims of the ANC. 
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oefeatcd and humi 1 iated by the Jl.ngolan Peoples Armed Forces the SADF retreats Into 
Namibia. 

On June 16 Soweto stud~nts protesting racist, Inferior Bantu education are fired 
on, unleashing a nationwide uprising of students and workers involving mass 
demonstrations, boycotts, arson and sabotage. Unrest continues throughout the 
year. Police kill over a thousand people and detain and arrest many more. In 
August and September half a million workers stage successful strikes throughout 
the country. ANC pamphlets back the SSRC call for workers to support the 
student's struggle. 

Six reported incidents of sabot<~e. 

1977 School boycotts continue inv"lving 190 000 students. The SSRC organises demon­
strations against rent increases. 

Steve Biko dies in detention on September 12. SACTU ~nionist Laurence Ndzanga and 
eight others die in detention. 

IC organisations including newspapers The World and ~ekeRd World as well as 
Christian Institute and B.C. orgariiutions are banned. 500 political activists 
Are detained and many receive banning orders. More than ten trials take place 
relating to ANC activities. 

Twenty-four reported Incidents of sabotage. 

1978 Genocide at Kassinga. 600 Namibian refugees killed in SAOF raid Into Southern Angol 

30 000 squatters living In Crossroads resist state efforts to remove them under the 
slogan 'SiyAhlala' (we will not move). 

1979 

12 people charged with being in an ANC conspiracy to overthrow the state. Six re­
ceive sentences of 7 - 18 years. 
30 000 squatters living in Crossroads resi4t state bfforts to remove them under the 
slogan 'SiyAhlala' (we wl11 not move.).. Continuous nruggles waged at Hodderdam and 
u., i be II in 1977. 
Soweto Students Representative Council tried with .sedition and treason. Receiv~ 
sentences ranglng from 3 to 7 years. 

Thirty-two reported incidents of sabotage. 

AHC guerrilla Solomon Hahlangu is executed 
Act after the Goch Street shooting without 
attend his funeral. 

- ··--·--·-
after being convicted under the Terrorism-
himself firing a shot. 20 000 people·-· --

Pietermaritzburg security trial of James Hange and 11 others fnr treason. All founJ 
guilty, Hange to hang, sentence later commuted to 20 years. Hanqe received death 
for planning without having actually cormiitted any act. 

Robert Sobukwe dies. 
A boycott of Fatti's & Honi's called by the unregistered African Food and Canning 
Workers Union receives wide support. After 5 months of community solidarity with 
the dismissed workers the workers win all their demands. 

The Azanian Students Organisation and the Congress of South African Students are 
progressive organisations formed to represent university and school students 
respectively. 

Umkhonto guerrilla attacks occur with increasing frequency directed against targets 
such as police stations and railway lines. Twenty-six reported incidents of sabotag• 

1980 Twenty-Fifth anniversary of the drawing up of the Freedom Charter is celebrated. 
South Afrlcansunite in a massive Free Handela Campaign. A petition launched by 
the Sunday Post receives 75 000 signatures. 

Tens of thousands of school and university students begin a sustained boycott of 
~nferlor racist 'gutter education' and put forward demands of an 'education for tL---••--1 
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~or raids into Angola in orcrations Smokeshell and Sceptic. 

Trial of Lublsl, Manana, Ho·.nego and others for sabotage at Soekmekaar and else­
where. Death sent~nce for the three. Lost case on appeal, granted reprive in 
1982. 
community organisations develop mobilising people around the Issues that affect 
them In their homes- rent, transport, health, poor facilities, lack of demo­
cratic representation. 

On March 13 Lillian Hgoyi dies. As the first president of the ANC Women's League 
and second president of the Federation of South African Women she won recognition 
as a symbol of the struggle. 

ANC guerrilla attacks ~scalate. Targets include police stations at Sooysens and 
Soekmekuor. SASOL refineries sabotaged. 

800 striking meat workers in Cape Town receive support from the community with a 
red meat boycott. 

10 000 Johannesburg municipal workers strike for Improved conditions and recogni­
tion of their unregistered union SHWU. 

Cape Town bus company CT Tramways boycotted In protest to a fare hike. State in­
tervenes and represse~ boycott. Countrywide blanket ban place on ~etings. 

ANC becomes the first liber~tion movement to be a signatory to the Geneva Conven­
tion of 1949 and the 1977 Protocol of the Humanitarian Conduct of Wars of National 
Liberation. 

Eighteen reported Incidents of sabotage. 

1981 SAOF commando raids Mozambique and assasinates 12 ANC members and kidnaps 3 others 
4t Katola, a suburb of Maputo. 

SADF raids southern Angola in opperation Protea leaving large -scale destruction 
and loss of civilian life. 
Trade Unionist and Community Leader Oscar Hpetha and 17 others are put on trial 
on charges of terrorism and attempted murder. 

Joe Gquabi, leading ANC activist, assinated in Zimbabwe. 

Community organisations around the country continue to develop. In Durban militant 
resistance shown to rent increases and deteriorating conditions in community struggle 

Massive rejection of Republic D~y celebrations from university, trade union, com­
munity and political groups. The masses declare there is nothing, to cel~brate. 

Antl-SAIC boycott and demonstrations receive wide support and back-up by strategic 
sabotage. The people decisively reject dummy councils. 

Twenty-seven reported incidents of sabotage. 

1981/82 Increasing unity moves within the trade uni~~ movement. 

Massive state security clamp down and hundreds of activists detained nationwide. 

1982 Trade unionist Neil Aggett and detainee Ernest Dipale die in detention. 
20 000 African mine workers stikc on the rand. 8 killed In pollee repression. 

ANC activists Petros and J~bu Nzima asslnated by car bombs in Swazilan•j. 

Professor Ruth First, academic and activist, assinated by letterbomb in ~putu. 

~++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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p centilaterial publish~d on militarisation in Southern Africa. 

1. Conscientious Objec~ion: Occasional Paper No. 8, Centre for Intergroup 

Studies, Cape Town, 1983 

2. G Evans, "SADF and Civic Action" in Work in Progress 28 and Work 

in Progress 29 

3. SA Outlook May 1983 "DestabiTisation and the Church" 

4. SA Outlook August 1983 "Destabilisation without and within" 

containing a reprint from the.Economist entitled "Oestabilisation in 

Southern Africa" 

5. South African Review: Same Foundation, New Facades, Ravan Press 

Johannesburg 1983. Articles on "Military policy and the Namibian 

dispute" and "Restructuring: the role of the military" in Section 

6. T Weaver, "Caught in the crossfire: the war in Namibia 1n 

~ork in Progress 29 
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SECTION 2 

IDEAS AND ISSUES FOR ruRTHER WORK IN lOCAl GROUPS 

1. Combatting militarization 

• C.A.P •• Anmscor, and other influences in society. 
• military influence in schools. 
• the role of the SADF. 
• di~cussion of the SACC proposal 
• exploration of the global dimensions of militarisation. 

2. Conscientious Objection 

• CO a human right or an act of resistance? 
• What are the implicatio11J of "Apartheid is a heresy" for just war theorists? 
• Continued action on the legislation. 
• Contact with internatiorral o1·ganisations. 
• Explore alternative forms of service and action by objectors. 
• Continue the debate about universal/selective objection. 
• Explore refusals to register. 

3. Active Peacemaking 

* Apart from combattir.~ militarisation, establish clear alternative action. 

4. The Church 

* Role in Boards for Religious Objection 
* Participation in chaolaincy services 
*Programmes of support for NSM, including prayers for 'boys on the border•. 

5. Odds and Ends 

* Focus on cadets and inform about Section 57 which parents can invoke 
to stop their children from participation. 

WAYS OF TAKING UP THE MILITARY ISSUE AMONGST YOUNG PEOPLE 

* Establish personal contacts. 
* Provide an alternative to veld schc~ls. 
* Use existing youth sroups. 
* Provide an alternative to the present Youth Preparedness manual. 
* Work through Church schools. 
* Prepare fact sheets and pamphlets aimed at parents and children. 
* Work through church and youth groups to penetrate the Black constituency. 
* Use media, arts, youth culture. 
* Make contact with the educational faculties of Universities. 
* Include information in Church syllabi for formation/membership. 
* Arrange workshops and camps. 
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1• Tne possible conscription cf women: 

This issue should be dealt with prior to conscription. Ideas which will 
need clarifying include: 

.. differentiating between tt.:; feminist call for equality and participating 
in militaristic systems. 

• the relationship of combat and direct military duty to 'civil defence'. 

* the difference between military conflict and patriotism, and community 
service and alternative pntriotism. 

2. The present military conflict: 

Focus on: 

*mothers of children on both sides of the civil war. 

'* schoolgirls and young adults and the pressures on· them tg support men in 
war- also focus on the sexual violence which appears to result from 
rising militarisation. 

'* women coping with families while fathers are in SADF. 

'* families which are under stress as a result of the personality shifts 
caused by military service. 

3. Particular ideas_: 

'* Encourage correspondence with women's magazines. 
* Appeal to justice, and encourage women to ~dentify with suffering and 

oppression of others. 
* Challenge media images of women. 
* Work with women and not through men. 

CONSCRIPTION AND MILITARISATION 

Discussion points and programme ideas: 

* Conscription is the culmination of a process which includes: veld schools, 
memorial/Armistice day services, cadets, peer pressure, school syllabi and 
Registration. 

* Focus on registration at scbovls - make parents aware of the procedures and 
penalties. 

* Question the moral authority of the State to conscript people. 

• Explore the possibility of refusal to register by Section 44 people and 
'coloureds' and Indians. 
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• rocus on reasons why conscription is 'needed' - unjust society, internal 
threat, co-optio: of certain groups in society. 

* Explore the possibilities of incorporating a focus on homeland anmies. 

• Make use of future CO trials to raise the issue of conscription. 

* Relate to other organisations such as NEUSA, Women's Movement for Peace. 

*Ending conscript1on would r .... 1. end militarisation- this would need to 
be made clear. 

*The necessity of making moral judgements about the confiict and ~bout 
violence would remain. 

* Explore tt.2 relationship with international movements and with peace campaign~ 

* Use all possible opportunities to raise these issues. 

• Explore conscription in otryer civil war and national situations. 

* Analyse other campaigns and use methods already tried. 

* Arrange workshops, petitions, etc. 

THE DEFENCE AMENDMENT ACT 1983 

Ideas for action: 

1. Participation in Boards: 

* Churches should not serve on these Boards. Reasons for this are given 
in separate resources (cf Roux and Louw, The Theology of the Naud~ 
COIIITiission). 

* Should this strategy not be possible, then churches should naninate 
in advance the theologian whom they will allow to serve. This person 
~ould respond with the churches' viewpoint in arguing any application. 

2. Community Service: 

* It was pointed out that those who could receive classification to this 
faced a moral dilemma because of the narrow nature of the legislation. 
Two options were su~9ested: 

* refusal to appear before the Board. 
* appearing before the Board, but refusing to serve the prescribed 

duty. 

* In relation to the length of community service, it was possible to serve 
an aoreed length and then refuse as a protest. 

3. Gaol Sentence: 

* It was pointed out that for those who had completed initial service 
this was only a maximum of 3 years, decreasing to 18 months. 
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'liE tJF SAYS !Ill 10 <IHDIPI1Ilf 

~ say Nl! becau9e 
the govermmt spems mlllioos m 'defen::e' ...tdle tbt people­
starve 

~ s:ly Nll because 
the SAIF defems aputheid 

~ 93Y KJr becau9e 
the SAIF tnJerml.nes the freedan ant ~ of our 
neigh1n~ CCUttries 

\k say Nll because 
the oow coost.il:\ltioo ent:renc.hes oor:. opptees:lm 

~ say IDI bocauoo 
we don't wmt 9:>ldiers teaching our childrEn 

\<.\.~ soy WI because 
we dcn't wmt to fight our brotl'ers 

\.£ \RE RA'll!ER rrmroo Fm Fmmi,IBU:R}CY' AND .l.Sl'liE R:R AIL 
OJl. PHFtE. 

1!l8ued by the liF Antl~..alS:r!Ptf.m O:muissim,Tvl. 
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UDF REJECTS 
BOTHArS ARMY 
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.,rHE 'RIGHT' TO FIGHT 

''Yw can't aS< a IIBil to fight-for his cantry if he can't vote. 
~ the tern& of the new dispelSiltiat is the gmrantee tlBt 
colooreds 800 Irdi.ans will get \'Ot.:in@ ri&hts.lt follows tblt 
their respaiSibility will increese acco~y,Wtich means 
th:ly wUl mld obligatioos to defem these rights." 

(F.W. de Kledc,'IVl hP leader } 

ll£ 'mfr. 10 \UJE 1S 'DE'IOWf'lD FlGfl' tm AfNU1£ID t 

(litigations to deferd these 'rights' lll'BIS the extmsiat of c.ongcriptioo to 
'colwreds' ani !Mians. 

WM'IS~? 
a;;n.iptia1 rrams carp.lla)ry military service in the Sooth Afrlcal army fer 
l"-0 yeru"'B,with a ~U>-si.ble tw further years of anny ·~·. 

C~riptfcn nmns p1 tnve no ch:li.ce- yw Jeve to go.'Iln3e ~.m reject 
o~t"~&:riptioo fac..e going into exile or six }'E'8I"S jail. 

!JU!RJPITU...A~ 1\E ~W (Q6IT11mm 
'lle new coostitutioo- futha's 'reform' - is an atterpt: by tile govemrent to 
co-opt r,n;e ,,f the oppres.sOO ooto its side.t«:M 'colooreds'a"d IDfians will 
h~ forcoo to fight for the system loirl.ch opresses then - in ~ for 
a slun vote in t'te new a~d calStJ.tutioo ! 

t 

1h~ ne .• Cl"li'IHtitutioo w:ill not c~ the Groop Arms Act.It will oot chmge 
tt~ Pass l.aws.It ... m oot ch1nge fon:ed nmva.ls.It will not ~.high 
n~1ts.Il will JPt chmge t1e lot lSI' that is eating our nooey,It will rot 
cl'!Ange arwu'tl'irld "'tdch is oppres~;im. us. 

I g_m!IJI..'r!lli oo <Sr 
j Qlf goes up oo tlut the governoa\t can have m:ney to buy guns.{)Jr children 

l
1 

tkl not tave cnoogt1 fOlxi or clothes because lht:ha' s army is ~ all oor 
nu1t1y,Jn 1933 the SAIF spent R 1/:J..JJ 00) tiD. The govem!Blt spmt atly me 

1 tenth of tlat EI1Ull1t of. nr:ney oo health,and me b.eltieth of tlet DUtt 

l.~ ~~ r~ ~ ~:: ~ ~ ~ ~ nr futlB 1 

\ 

' 
i 

I' 

l 
\i 

I) ~~; 
.r.: 
jf 
,~ 

l 
I 
I 

··~ n ., 

\. 
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ww IX£3 omc A tftlft w 'DI MF WM 1 
WI' lS 'DE SAil' 0000 ? 

The govermatt f1!JS tlBt the SAIF is protec:~ all oor people 
wr 
the SAIF l1l!8n8 roadblocks with the police 
the SAIF Ekll"l'Unled l.aJmtville 
the SAIF helped the p>lli:e with to.R to rouse searches in the t«;m ocJXJOl 

boycolts 
the SAIF is used to overcare the resi..C!taoce of our people ~ to 

be noved frau the places tlEy tnve Uved for generaticns 

The govemrent SBys the SAIF is prot.eGtinR. fOtdbians ~ 9o1Aro 'terrorists' 
rur 
the people of N.lmibia sythtt SolAR) is their liberatioo IID'YEITBlt ard tlBt 

the SAlF is Ell amy of occupatim 

The governtEnt says t:htt the SAIF is protect~ us apjiinst the G.Jbeng 

llJf 
tle SAIF ms invaded m•i occupied large secticns of Angola 

aa¥! suf)IXlrts the OOfA tardits in their fight fl88.inst the ~lan peq~le 

The govermmt. 93J8 tlBt the SAIF is protecting us awnnst 1ntematicoal 
terror:isn I 

rur 
the SAIF is ~ up its forces to fight oor )'Wth W» tnve left the 

comtry beca.Lse trey can m ~ live urxier aputheid 

The govemrent ard the SAlF talk ebrut a 'total WJr 
1 

WI' 
it is a civil WU" in Wrlch the mjority are subjectnl to the violence of 
starvatioo,poverty,JX)Orehr.nticn.mtDVals am ~d:s 

WE SAY 
NO! 
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Minutes, END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN meeting, 

1. Gathering and introductions. 
2 • Agenda review. 

January 6th, 1984 

Durban, Dec 8th, 1984 

3. RePort-back from groups. Not many groups had had a chance~to meet 
since the ECC workshop on October 27th, but generally the feedback from 
groups and individuals is supportive and enthusiastic. 

4. s true ture of Ecc·, LOCAL • 
a. Rather than just meeting as a forum, the group felt it would be better 

for groups to formally affiliate with ECC. This would involve a 
greater level of committment. 

b. Work will be done mainly by the organisations rather than the ECC 
mea ting itself .. 

c. The procedure for aftiliation has not yet been decided on. 
d. A simple constitution is beL~ drafted for presentation to the 

national meeting in January. This could be used as a basis for 
affiliation. 

e. Groups not wanting to formally affiliate , and individuals, are still 
very welcome to be part of ECC. 

f. A coordinating group is to be selected from the meeting to help 
maintain coherence and continuity in the Campaign. They can also 

be re·source people for the organisations of ECC and anyone else. 
This group will be selected from the working group who arepreparing 
for the national ECC meeting in January. 

NATIONAL: a. ~e group agreed that a national organiser/field worker 
be appointed for 1985. The appointment will take place at the 
national meeting. This worker will live ineach region for a while, 
and work according to a timetable and agenda set by the regions. 
This person's salary will come from the national budget. 

b. The three areas with active ECCs are Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg. 
The Eastern Cape is becoming more involved, and Namibia is actively 
mobilising against conscription. Links are being established with 
these two regions. 

c. At the national meeting in January, national campaign themes will 
be decided on. Each region will still be able to run their own campai 
campaigns as well.if they so wish. 

5. Looki~ forward to 1985 
a. The national meeting, January 25 - 27, at Koinonia (just outside 

Durban). This will be a working meeting, with 8 - 10 representatives 
from each o:r the three main regions. The main aims of the meeting 
are to decide on (i) structures (e.g. fieldworker, national adminis­
tration etc.); (ii) budget; (iii) national campaign theme/s. 
We agreed that the Durban reps to the mee-ting should be from the 
following organisations: NUSAS (Fiona?) Black Sash (Ann?), COSG 
(Richard), NOW(?), Youth Forum (Alvin?), Diakonia (Sue), AZASO (?), 
NEUSA (Jeremy), IFOR (Anita), Methodist CEYD (Paul), Klaarwater 
(Mike); (Nozipho),(Lindani). These people will function as a 
planning group for the national meeting. 

b. The twice-yearly call-up for conscripts is between Jan 9-15. We 
decided we would like to go there to feel what happens there, and 
to register some sort of symbolic protest. We thought we ~ould wear 
T-shirts with peace slogans on. We planned to meet on Jan 2 to 
silkscreen T-shirts and plan the action, but the meeting did not go 
ahead because or the low turnout. 
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c. Time line: those present were given a year planner calendar, withthe 
ECC logo, and were asked to fill in important dates relating to 
their own organisations. These can be amalgamated at the next meeting 
so we have an idea or how ECC can fit ~with upcoming activities. 

d. Campaign themes: 
- conscription of taxes tor military purposes 
- "economic conscription" - economic pressures on blacks to volunteer 

for the army 
- conscription in the homelands by homeland governments 
- civil defense e.g. employees being called on to help with the 

security or factories 
- conscription or older white men 
- the extension of concription to women, Coloureds and Indians 
- links between the militay and industry and the economy 
- highlight the civil war 
- SADF in the rural areas e.g. as teachrs, doctors 
- SADF 1n the urban areas, enforcing apartheid laws 
- shops, businisses and universities which support the military 
- SADF indoctrination through iile media -exposing it and countering it 
- opposing war toys for children 
- build up community gr011ps as the building blocks of resistance 

against SADF influences 
-alternative peace weekend camps for youth, and programs for children 

in the holidays 
- schools - teachBrs, parents, pupils, school committees 
- SADF recruitment activities 1n schools, especially black schools 
- publications for youth 
- demonstrations aga~st the January and July military call-.ups 
*inks with the international peace movement 
- the arms trs de - SA exporting and importing arms 
- opposition to military parades e.g. the Durban Tattoo. 
These themes will be shared at the national meeting where a theme or 
themes will be chosen. Local groups can still work on any of the 
others if they so wish. 

3. Budget 
The group agreed to the proposal that money be raised nationally rather 
than regionally. Each region wil.l. draw up a budget and draw money from 
a central fund. The working group will draw up a proposed budget to be 
taken to the national meeting in January. 
The central f1md is no~ yet a reality - donors are still being approached. 
The national budget being motivated for looks like this: 
1. Field Worker: salary R6000 

travel and additional 
expenses 

2. National Coordination: 
travel 
phone 
postage 

3. National. Conference, approx 100 delegates, 
travel 
accomadation & food 
speakers 
preparation and resources 

less conference fees 

4. Natio:nal Administration: 
bookkeeping, auditing, bank 
legal fees 
international contact 

4000 

4500 
1000 

500 

4 days: 
3000 
6000 
1000 
1000 

l.lOlrn 
3000 

1500 
1000 

500 

Rl.O 000 

6 000 

8 000 

3 000 
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r Regional 
s.~Activities and campai~s (4 regions i.e. Jhb, Dbn, c.T. and E Cape 

and Namibia co'lm.ting as a hal~ each): 
media {including a nat. newsletter) 20000 
video project 3000 
hiring halls & equipment 2000 
speakers 5000 
administration 1n the regions 4000 
miscellaneous 4000 38 000 

'fOTAL R65 000 

~~ Next meeting: 
working group: Friday January 18, at..s.30 pm, Diakonia, Ecumenical .Cent: 
whole o~ ECC: Saturday January 19, l0.30am, Ecumenical Centre. 

~o ~-i ~-ec..v.s: Si;v~et-
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