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•• O.F. WEST ~ANO <~All~ '"'~ \' 

BlACK CHRISTMAS AND AftTI REPRESStOH 

lbis year ~984 w have wit>''leSSed so ,.,ch misery and paln. Thousands of students were 
thrown out of their school's because they da~ to ask to have a say in tM runl'ling of 

school affairs th~ SRC'S. 

Tllousands of workers have been ltic~ed out of th~ir jobs for deaanding a decent wage so 
that they •ight have a decent livinq. 

Our mothers are unable to feed their fa~~ilies because of tile ewr rtsing cost of living, 
children tn the town ships hne no food and those in the rur41 areas are dying of stai"Yation. 

TNOOSAHOS Of OUR PEOPLE - OUR FATHERS. HO-mERS, BROTHERS, SISTERS, AHO OUR FRIENDS HAVE 

SEEM LOCKED UP Ill JAIL !lUS YEAR FOR THFt OARED TO ASJ: FOR A 8£mR FUTURE FOR US. 

lflmDREDS WERE SHOT, MAIMED AND tcrl.I.ED AHtl THEY WERE NOT GIVEJt AH OPPORnJNITY TO HAVE A 

OECEJtT BUR I AI.. 

In ttle •idst of thl.s ~ and SUfFERING llh~t is there to celebrate? What is t.'lere to 
!!!2!,? \llat is there to PICNIC about? 

NI>HG US 

LET m>SE WHO LOVE TliEUt COUNTRY AHO OUR 

PEOP\.E CtJE AlfJ PLEDGE T!i£IR SOLIDARITY lllllf THOSE 

WHO HAYE-SHED TEARS !!! 

:;~•••••••• •• •••••••• ••• a &AAAaaaaaaaA:AAA&&&I& •••••••• •-•g 
* • • * : CCI£ TO Tl£ RALlY : 
• • : DATE: 16 DECEMBER 1984 : 
• * t YEMUt: K.AGISO 2 % 
• • t ST. SARTHCl.OAMEWS : 
• • : AHGllCNI CHURCH : 
* • ! TIME: 12 NODI. : 
* ~ - -......................................................... 

SP£AK£RS 011 llfiS CAY VILL BE:- 1.) ALNC BOESAK 
Z. ) SAMSON HOOII 

3.} SISTER 8ANARD 
4.) NWCI)A ~~ 

S.) CASSIM SALOJE£ 

NIJ IOOJ~ltD '=utTURAL GROUP WILL PRESEICT POETllY. 

WE SAY THERE IS 110 EASY WAY TO FR££1)(1( •••••••••• 
AMAHDt.A HGAWEn«1 ! ! ! &1 POlO TO THE PEOPLE ! ! 1 

-~, . .J ~<lifMl BY:_ UOF.JIESLAANtJ .AAEA. C!Mlrrr~!-~----
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DECEMBER 1984 

UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
DECLARATION ON 

"BLACK CHRISTMAS 1984" 

The UDF appeals to all concerned South Africans to support the call for a 
BLACK CHRISTMAS. 

We find no reason to celebrate when: 

( 1 I During the past year many have lost loved ones at the hands of our 
rulers, when their only "crime" was a desire to be allowed a place in the 
sun. 

121 An unjust, immoral "New Constitution" has been foisted upon the 
people, their protestations notwithstanding. 

131 The increase in the cost of living has caused more hardship, suffering 
and starvation. There is no end in sight. 

141 Massive retrenchments have caused despondency and an air of 
hopelessness in many homes. 

(51 The use of the SADF in the townships is a declaration of civil war in our 
country. 

161 While white matriculants are looking forward to careers as leaders in 
Commerce, Industry and the Civil Service, hundreds of thousands of 
their fellow students face a bleak future. Most of them have not even 
written their inferior tests. To blame them would be to offer simplistic 
solutions. 

171 Many of our country's popular leaders are either banned, banished, de­
tained, imprisoned and at a time of peace and goodwill for all mankind, 
their families will experience neither. 

SURELY, SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES MILITATE AGAINST AND NULLIFY THE 
VERY IDEAL FOR WHICH JESUS CHRIST WAS BORN. 

Issued br: Uoi1ed Democreti.: front. 90 Greenpoinl Road. hst london5209 Printlllllf' l. H1uy & Son1. II kirnbarlty Rod. fast hndo SZOO. Phon• ZO&OC. 
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NITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 

)f UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES! 

12 December 1984 

PRESS STATEMENT ON BLACK CHRISTMAS 

Background: 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

KHOTSO HOUSE 
42 DE VILLIERS STRE 
JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX 10366 
TEL: 29-1916 
29-1917 

The UDF had, together with a number of organisations decided to call 
for a •slack Christmas;~ We see it both as appropriate and necessa~y 
at this juncture to give an explicit form and content to this call. 

The Call: 

The UDF appeals to our people to observe the •slack Christmas• between 
16th and 26th December. Within this period, we ask the following of 
our people:-

1. Avoid all unnecessary expenditure on luxuries and surplus goods. 

2. Avoid arrangement of or participationi~ functions, normally asso­
ciated with the •festive-period.• 

However, there are some functions which appear to be unavoidable 
e.g family gatherings & cultural gatherings which may have been arra­
nged a long time ago. We want to make an appeal to those involved in 
these gatherings to observe a silence of at least 10 minutes to note 
the events now taking place in our country. 

The UDF also wishes to appeal to churches to make a special note of 
detainees, the unemployed, those who gave their lives to the struggle 

and those dying of hunger in the Bantustans, in their prayers on Xmas 
day. 

2} ••••••••• 

haldena: Otar Mpetha. Albertina Siaulu, Archie Cumede National Trenuren: Canim »looiee. Mewa Ram11obin 
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Further. we wish to state that our intentions with the call for a 
Black Christmas are to impose self-sacrifices in order to streng­
then the solidarity and the unity of our people. It is therefore 
an attempt to win people onto the side of those committed to change. 
In view of this, voluntary participation is imperative and co-ersion 
would be counter-productive. Our appeal is for this spirit to mark 
the way in which we celebrate the 'Black Christmas.' 
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT DECLARA:l'ION ON "BLACK CHRISTMAS 1984" 

The UDF appeals to all concerned South Africans to support the call for a 

BLACK CHRISTMAS. 

We find no reason to celebrate when : 

i) During the past year many have lost loved ones at the hands of our 

rulers 1 f.t)hen the only "crime" f.t)(ZS a desire to be a220f.t)ed a place 

in the sun. 

ii) An un;just1 immoral "NBf.t) Constitution" has been foisted upon the 

people 1 their protestations not;r.ri.thstanding. 

iii) The increase in the cost of living has caused more hardship1 

suffering and starvation. There is . no end in sight. 

iv) Massive retrenchments have caused despondency and an air of 
hopelessness in many homes. 

v) The use of the SADF in the to~ships is a declaration of civil war 

in our country. 

vi) While f.t)hite matriculants are looking forward to careers as leaders 

in Commerce 1 Industry and the Civil Service~ hundreds of thousands 

of their fellof.t) students face a bleak fUture. Most of them have not 

even written their inferior tests. To blame them would be to offer 
simplistic solutions. 

vii) Ma~y of our country 's popular leaders are either banned1 banished, 

detained1 ~soned and at a time of peace and goodwill for all 
mankind their families will experience neither. 

Surely, such circumstances militate against and nullify the very ideal for 
which Jesus Christ was born. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



' M, • 1; 

~lr '• 
1 

t! 

' ' . . 
' '· ' · ... :.~ ~i 

' ' I ' ,1 I • '~:~ • ',J,,· ,. ... ~· '• .. . . 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



RE: BLACK CHRISTMAS 

Following the recent wave of unrests throughout our country, 
the UDF together with a number of organisations decided to 
call for a "Black Christmas." The period to be observed as 
such is the 16th to 26th of December. 

The UDF appeals to the people of South Africa to refrain from 
merr-making in demonstration of solidarity with the families 
of those killed, maimed, detained, standing trial for their 
beliefs and those who lost their jobs. Above all, the UDF views 
as an important period calling for the greatest possible 
unity of the peace and justice loving South Africans. 

The UDF wants to make clear the fact that it is not calling on 
the people not to buy. It rather calls on the people not to 
buy surplus foods and to avoid unnecessary expenditures or lux­
uries. Simultaneously the UDF discourages acts of coercjon. The 
response must be seen as purely voluntary. 

We appeal to all the churches to observe the 10 minutes of 
silence. We think this will assist in strengthening the soli­
darity of our people and give an added strength to those in 
detention and their families. 

We attach fQr your perusal a memorandum giving a background and 
perspective to the Black Christmas. Please ask your member­
churches to read the memo to the congregants so as to acquaint 
them with the reasons for the Black Christmas 

Looking forward to your support. 

Yours sincerely 

POPO MOLEFE 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
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BLACK CHRISTMAS 
HA HONA SE THABISANG ...., ,, 

HARE HOPOLENG ~ ~\\ -1 

* BA LOKETSWENG DITERONKONG 
* BA LAHLEHETSWENG KE MESEBETSI 
* BA BOLAWANG KE TLALA DIBANTUSTANS 
* BA BOLAWANG KE MASOLE LE MAPONESA 

1984 ebile selemo sa tshebedisano mmoho. Setjhaba kaofela se oile sa kopana sa lwantshana le mmuso wa 
ktfe1hollcrte pal!mente-ya kg~hollo.•Ma-APRtKA a hanarta le ditJusonyana tscrbo Tsflabala~. Manyosi le 
Mahlatsi. Mme ba sa tswela pale ka ho hana di BANTUSTAN. Ho hana hona ho bakile hore batho ba bolawe. 
ba kwallwe diteronkong, mme ba bangata ba lahlehetswe ke mesebetsi. 

Baithuti ha ba ngola dihlahlobo tsa bona. Molato reo bea ho Bantu Education le Departmen of Education and 
Training eo e etelletsweng pele ke Viljoen. Rente, dibese, motlakase, di nste di duletse ho nyoloha letsatsi ka 
leng. Bophelo ka tlase ho mmuso wa Botha bo boima ele ka nnete. Tsena kaofela re ka se di emele, re utliwile 
hG.Iekane. 

Re ka thaba jweng ha dikete-kete tsa batho ba rona bale mahlokong le mathateng, ba halopeha? Re ka thaba 
jwang ka CHRISTMAS le NEW YEAR hare wetswe ke koduwo ya leru le letsho? Hare hopoleng bao bale 
diteronkong, bao ba hlokang mesebetsi le bao ba bolawang ke tlala dibantustans. Ha re kopeng dikereke tsa 
rona ho ka botoka metsotso e leshome 110) ka CHRISTMAS le NEW YEAR'S DAY ho rapella bao ba 
shweleng. 

Selemo se secha se tlang, e tla ba selemo sa mathata a utlwisang bohloko. Megolo (wages) e tla reka ha nye­
nyane. Ka moo heel re tshwanetse ra boloka disente tse re nang le tsona, re se ke ra senya dichelete ka ho 
reka dintho tse e seng tsa bohlokwa haholo. 

East Rand UDF Area Committee, Fed-, TIC, BSM, BLY, ERAPO, Suwu, c-. 
Ummeoaa, RML, Ratsnda Civic Association. 
East Rand UDFArea Committee, Fedaaw, TIC, BSM, BLY, ERAPO, Saawu, Coeaa, 
Ummeoaa, RML. Ratanda Civic Association. 

AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL 

HO LEMALA HA A LE MONG KE TEMALO Y A RONA KAOFELA 

ISSUED BY THE UDF, 42 OF viLL'~RS STREET. JOHANNESBURG 

··-' --~- ····--------~---·-~~-
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BLACK CHRISTMAS 
AKUKHO 

ESINGAKUTHAKASELA 
ASIKHUMBULE 

LABO ABAKHIYELWE EMAJELE 
LABO ABALAHLEKELWE YIMISEBENZI 
LABO ABABULAWA YINDLALA EZABELWENI 
LABO ABABULAWA BEDUTSHULWA MIHLA LE 
NGAMAPHOYISA NAMASOTSHA 

Lonyaka ngunyaka wemizabalazo. Unyaka esibone ngawo ubuqhawe nobuqotho empini yokunqoba 
ubandlululo. AmaiNDIA namaKHA~ADI basibonise into yamehlo. Bale baphetha ukuba yizincekwana zika 
P.W. Botha. URajibansi no Hendrikse kuphela abavume ukuba yizincelebane zombuso wobandlululo. Ama 
AFRIKA abhoke ama ngezinyawo. lmibuswana yo THEBEHHADI no TSHABALALA yama Community 
Councils, inhlekisa yomaziphathe bezabelo, asihambisani nayo. Lokhu-ke kudala ukuba amaphoyisa agqume 
ininge lalabo abathanda ukuthula noxolo emajele. Sikhuluma nje baxoshwe nasemisebenzini imbala. 

lningi labafundi alihlolwanga. lmfundo-mbumbulo, iBANTU·~DUCATION yiyo-le engumdali walomonakalo. 
UViljoen uyena esimbeke icala. Ama-rente, imalai yokukhokhela amabhasi, intela kagesi, konke lokhu 
kwenyuke ngendlela ebabazekayo. lncindezelp ngaphansi kwalombuso ngumlilo ogedlisa amazinyo. Lom­
thwalo onje singewubekezele. 

Singawugubha kanjani-ke lokhisimuzi noNyake omusha? Singajabula sithokoze l<anjani Abakithi eMzansi 
AFRIKA begqunywe emajele, bebulawa okwezimpukane- imihla namalanga~ Urnoya wethu ungakhululeka 
kanjani silahlekelwa yimisebenzi, sibulawa yindlala ezabelweni? 

- Asicele amasonto ukuba abambe umthandazo ongaba yimizuzu eyishumi ngosul<:.• lukaKHISIMUZI. 
- Masigobe amadolo sikhumbule amaqhawe angasekho; 
- Asonge imadlana esinayo. Asingayichithi ngokutheriga izinto ezingesona isidingo, 
- Asithenge lokho esikidingayo. 
- Asingadakwa.ngezinsuku zikakhisimuzi. 
- Asidle amathambo engqondo, sicabangisise ukuba umzabalazo singawuthuthukisa ngayiphi indlela 
- onyakeni ozayo. 

East Rand UOF Area Committee. Fedsaw, TIC,.BSM, BLV, ERAPO, Saawu, Cosas, 
Ummaosa, RML. Retenda Civic Association. 
East Rand UDF Area Committee, Fedsaw. TIC, BSM, Bl V, ERAPO. Saawu, Cosas, 
Ummaosa, RML, Ratenda Civic Association. 

AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL 
UKULIMALA KOYEDWA UKULIMALA KWETHU SONKE 
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BLACK CHRISTMAS 

THERE IS NOTHING TO REJOICE ABOUT 

LET US REMEMBER 

* Those that are locked up in Jails. 

* Those that lost their jobs. 

* Those dying of hunger in the Homelands. 

* Those dying daily of being shot by Police 
and the Army. 

This is the year of the struggle, the year in which we saw 

apartheid being bravely defeated. 

The Indians and Coloureds showed us something worth seeing. 

They altogether refused to be Botha's Puppets. Only 

Rajbansi and Hendrikse agreed to be Puppets of the Apartheid 

Regime. The Africans refused outright. The little kingdoms 

of Thebehhadi and Tshabalala of the Community Councils, the 

joke about the Homelands, we do not agree with. This has 

caused the Police to lock up ln jails many of those that 

loves peace and harmony. As we talk they have even been fired 

from work. 

Many students did not write exams, the dummy education. 

The Bantu education is the cause of all this trouble. We 

accuse Viljoen of all this, the rents, busfare, electricity 

all this has gone sky high. The oppression under this 

Government is unbearable, we can not carry the burden any 

longer. 

How then can we celebrate X-mas and New Year. 

rejoice when our fellow Africans are in jails. 

How can we 

Being killed 

like flies, daily. How can we be happy when we are out of 

employment, and dying of hunger in the Homelands? 

Let us request our churches to hold prayers of 
about 10 minutes on X-mas day. 

Bend our knees and remember our Departed Soldiers. 

2/ 
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Let us save the little money we have, 

Let us .not spend it by buying things that 

are not necessities . 

.., 
Let us not get druk on X-mas days . 

... 

Let us think, think carefully how we can intensify 

the struggle in the coming year. 

~N, '?Jl-'6 
EAST RAND UDF AREA COMMITTEE, FEDSAW, TIC,~ERAPO, 

SAAIVU, COSAS, UMMAOSA, RML, RATANDA CIVIC ASSOCIATION. 

AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL. 

Issued by the UDF, 42 de Villiers Street, Johannesburg. 
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B.LACK CHRISTMAS 
NOTHING TO CELEBRATE 

REMEMBER 

* THOSE DETAINED * THOSE WITHOUT JOBS 
* THOSE DYING OF HUNGER IN THE HOMELANDS 
* THOSE BEING KILLED BY POLICE AND SOLDIERS 

1984 has been e year of UNITED ACTION. A year of heroic struggles against APARTHEID: 
• The INDIAN and COLOURED people have rejected BOTHA'S APARTHEID parliament. They 

have no intention of becoming junior partners of P.W. Bothe. 
• The AFRICAN people uid and continue to say NO to community councils and NO to 

Bantustans. 
The result has been: many of our people .. being detained and imprilloned and many more have 1oet their 
jobs. 

STUDENTS '- not written their ueminetiona. Senw education isiO blame and the Department of Educa­
tion and Training led by Viljoen stands ec:cus8d. 

RENTS, BUS FARES and ELECTRICITY are going ,.... • '"'e under Botha's government is not tolereble. 
Enough is indeed enough. This is not acceptable to us. 

How c:an we be happy when millions of our people are1Uffering7 
How e»n - celebrate during this CHRISTMAS ·and NEW YEAR7 

Let us instead remember those who are in· jail, those without jobs end those dying of hunger in the 
homelands. 

The year ahead, the new year, wiU be a yeer of more diffiCulties. Our wages and salary will buy lea. Let us 
therefore save the few cents - have and not spend our money on luxury and extravagances. Buy only that 
which you really need in your local area. Don't buy from businesses supporting Community Councillers 
and the Tri-Cameral Parliament. 

Ftnally, Let us be sober during the FESTIVE SEASON. Let us reflect on how- are going to strengthen the 
struggle in the New Year. 

The organisations of the people:· the UDF, Fosatu, Gawu, Mgwusa, Saawu, Soweto Civic Assoiciation, 
RMC, Soyco, Fedsaw, TIC, L YL, Anti-PC and many others believes that 

AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL!! 

ISSUED IV THE UDF, .:Z DE VILLIERS STREET, JOHANNESBURG 
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ATTEND I IBAKHONA 

UDF 
MASS MEETING 

EMHLANGANWENI 
- ., --~: .... 

AT IE 

REGINA MUNDI 
ON I NGE 

Sunday 16th December 
AT I NGO 

2.00 p.m. 

Speakers: 
·ALAN BOESAK 
SAMSON NDOU 

NO TO SADF INVASION! 
GA RE BATLE MASOLE! 

MASOTSHA PHUMANI NIPHELE! 
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