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Dear Friends 

UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT (TVL) 

P. 0. Box 25063 
FERREIRASTOWN 

Z048 

29 September 1983 

RE: NOTICE OF GENERAL COUNCIL MEETNG 

This is to inform you that the next General Council Heeting 

will be held on 15 October 1983, at Khotso House, 42 De Villiers 

Street, Johannesburg, at 2p.m. 

Kindly execute resolution on finances urgently (see item 8.2 

of the minutes). 

Forward to Democracy 

1!4~ 
----~--------------
H. VALLI (SECRETARY) 

\ 
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT (TVL) 

.. INUTES OF GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 SEPTEMBER 1983. AT THE CENTRAL 
~ETHODIST CHURCH - JOHANNESBURG 

1. PRESENT: 
FEDSAW, Soweto Residents Committee, T.I.C., Anti-P.C. Committee,~. SAYO, 
Y.C.S., Afri-News-Association, NUSAS, DAM, Black Women United, Khuvahangono, 
~· C~, SOY CO, NEUSA, SASDA. SCA. GAWU , E~. 

2. ASSESMENT OF NATIONAL LAUNCHINE: -

(/ 

2.1 The Council decided to record its appreciation of the excellent organisation 
on the part of the Western Cape Region. 

2.2 The Council agreed that the UDF is now challenged with satjsfyjng the 
heightened expectations of the masses. If this challenge is not met, 
the value of the successful launching would be diminished. 

2.3 A delegate commented that every affiliated and supportive organisation 
must gear itself to meet this challenge. 

REPORT FROM TRANSVAAL SECRETARIES: 
3.1 BRIEFING MEETINGS: A number of briefing meetings were held with people 

in areas like Kagiso. ~ansville, Carltonville, Orange- Vaal. Soweto and 
Springs. --

3.2 WORKSHOPS: A workshop was held in Kagiso on 11 September 1983. 
3.3 OTHER ORGANISATIONS: Members of the N.E.C. (National Executive Committee) tVr' 

met Black Sash and FOSATU to explain our policy. q1/ 
3.4 PRESS CONFERENCE: A Press Conference was held on 13 September 1983 and one ~· 

is being planned for 14 September 1983. 
3.5 MASS MEETINGS: A mass meeting was held at Wits University on 1 Septembe·r 

1983. The meeting was convened by f!_ •. S._S. 
~Over the next few weeks UDF would be addressing meetings in: E~n. 

{I 
Boi·patong, Kathelahong, Kagiso, Vryburg, Kudumane, .Alexandra township, 
Riverlea, Laudium, Lens, and Scweto. 

3.6 PUBLICATIONS: 
If 3.6.1. Leaflet on Black Local Authorities f!:::.~ 

3.6.2 UDF- News: The next issue would be released on 24 September. ~ 
f3.7 EDUCATION: :J' 
' Curtis Nkondo has been appointed Vice-President responsible fer education .Itt 

He is presently in the process of establishing an Education Commission.. /~ 
3.8 REGIONAL SECRETARIES: fi 

Pope Molefe has resigned as Transvaal regional secretary as he is now 
General Secretary. 
The R.E.C. has decided to appoint Mohammed Valli on a full-time basis as 
from 1 Cctober 1983. 

3.9 OFFICES: 
The N. E.C has decided that the UDF Head-Office would be in Johannesburg. 
The office is to be occupied as from 21 September 1983 at Khotso House 
(Room 405, 4th Floor). The office would also be used by the Transvaal 
region. 

3.10 PATRONS: 
The N.E.C. has suggested that Bishop Tutu be appointed as a patron. This 
matter has been referred to the regional councils to decide. 

3.11 COLOURED MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ELECTIONS (WESTERN CAPE): 
C.M.C elections were held in the Cape on 7 September 1983. UDF-W. Cape 
conducted a highly successful campaign. 
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3.12 BANNING OF SAAWU AND ~EPRESSION IN THE CISKEI: 
A meeting was held between UDF-TVL and SAAWU, CUSA, MAWU, CCAWUSA, 
AFCWU, SACWU, GAWU, SASDU,SALDU, OVGWU, and Descom. The meeting decided 
to embark on a joint campaign of solidarity with S~AWU and our people in 
Ciskei. A solidarity mass-meeting is to be held on 22 September at Khotso 
House. 

4. MAmRS ARISING FROM SECRETARIAL REPORT: 
4.1 The Council mandated the R.E.C.(Regional Executive Committee) to appoint 

a secretary. The appointw.ent would be ratified at the next council meeting 
4.2 It was.Jagreed that. eishop Tutu be appointed as a Patron. This decision is 

subject to the approval of the other regions. 
4o3 It was decided that all affi liates,:would publ icise the plight of the 

Q!':Ople in_Ci_s_k_eJ. The meebngsalso suggested that anott:er solidar·ity 
meeting be held oyer a weekend. 

4.4 The secretarial report was adopted by the house. 
5. REPORTS FRCM AFFILIATES: 

r-~ 
~-

5.1 T.I.C: ~lorkshop held in landi:um (15/09/d3); ~1ass Meeting planned for 
Candium (05/10/83); Congress Resister to be published this week. 

R5.2 RELEASE MANDELA CO~~ITTEE: Planning to engage UCF Programme of Action; n ca~paign will be linked to housing and pass laws. 
5.3 WORKSHOP: A workshop was held on 10/09/83 with people from Tsakane. 
5.4 CUSA: Newsletter to focus on UDF; Workshop towards end of October; 

SAAWU solidarity ca~paign. 
5.5 SOWETO RESIDENTS ASSOCAITION: Has decided to caffipaign against Local 

AuthDrities electio~s. 
5.·6 ANTI COt~MUNITY-COUNCILS COMMITTEE: Four mass-meetings planned.----
5.7 MAt'.ELODI ACTION COMMilTEE: A house-to-house campaign has been launched. 
5.8 SAYO: House-to-house campaign planned. 
6.9 COSAS: Planning a seminar on UDF. 
5.10 ANTI-P.C. COMMITTEE: Local Committees fonred ir. different areas; Anti

P.C. newsletter distributed door-to-door; a mass-meeting was held in 
Eldorado Park; Mass meeting to b€ held in Riverlea on 23/10/83. 

5.11 NUSAS: UDF popularised on campus; planning to educate students on UDF, 
Constitutional and Koornhof Propcsals. 

5.12 SOYCO: Leaflet urging people not to vote to be distributed soon; semirar 
on UDF planned. 

5.13 YCS: Internal education; leaflets distributed at churches; preparing 
booklet: "Christian response to 'reforms'". 

NOTE: It was decided that in future affiliates should submit reports in writing. 
REFERENDUM: 
Pope ~1olefe outlined the position that was arrived at after consultation with I 
affi I iates. (See document entitled "REFERENDUM"). The Co unci I adopted this 
document. 

7. PROGRAMME OF ACT I ON: 
7.1 A programme of action was adopted. (See document attached hereto). 
7.2 The R.E.C. has appointed the following sub-committees: Media and Publicity, 

Legal, Rally Com~ittee, Distribution, Training and Finance. It was 
announced that volunteers wishing to join these co~ittees shou1d contact 
the secretary at the office. 

7.3 The Media and Publicity Committee requested that organisations appoint 
some of their members to assist in the production of "UDF NEWS", posters, 
banners and other publications. This can be done on a rotational basis. 
This would assist organisations to learn basic media skills. It was said 
that the UDF must encourage self-reliance on the part of its affiliates. 
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B. FINANCE: 

8.1 It was announced that the UDF was undergoing a financial cr1s1s. 
8.2 The meeting decided that all affiliates would contribute a minimum of 

R100. Monies are to be fo~arded to the office as soon as possible. 
8.3 The meeting also decided that the UDF would have an ASSOCIATE MEMBE~SHIP. 

Individuals and organisations can become associate members by contributing 
a mintmum of R20. 

9. GENERAL: 

9~1 The meeting decided that a press statement condemning the coal mine 
disaster should be issued. 

9.2 It was decided that the next Council meeting would be held on 8 October, 
however due to the onavailability of a venue, the next meeting will be 
postponed for one week: 

DATE OF NEXT COUNCil MEETING: 
VENUE: 
TIME: 

15 OCTOBER 1983 
KHOTSO HOUSE 
2 p.m. 
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- UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT - TRANSVAAL --r\ PROGRAt-IME OF ACTION 

~A AlMS 
-3 -

~r~(:: 
A I 3• 

;vO/;O 4• 

s. 

To defeat the governnent's attenpts to impose the Koomhof and 
Constitutional Proposals. 
To strive for the maximum possible unity of ltorker, Cannunity,P·'·'"·'"· 
Student, Wanens, Youth ami Religious organisations for this purpose. 
To unite our people in action. 
To counter the government's propaganda onslaught. 
To consolidate and strengthen the existing grassroots ani other 

organisations of the people. ~ 

lh. To link the Koomhof and Constitutional proposals to the day-to-da ~/ qj{]"J 

~ struggles of our people. '/ /' 1!)/ 

7. To pop.1larise the UDF DECLARATION. 

B ProGIWf.IE OF ACTIOO 

1. Workshops for volunteers in all areas. 
~\ 2. Area conmittees to be established in all are:JS. 

3. Door-to-door campaigns in all areas. 
'\4. Local mass-meetings in all areas. 

5. Provincial Rally for the people of the Transvaal. 
(n1e Rally would take place at the end of October) 

Note : Local mass-meetings should be canpleted by mid-October wherever 
possible. 

c AREA cruutrEEs 

An area committee will be set up in ead1 area. In small townships 
one area c011111ittee will suffice. In bigger t01mships (like So1~eto) 
a number of area committees need to be set up. 

rolPOSITIQ'~ OF AREA CDNITTEES: 

The composition of area committees would differ from area to area as 
conditions differ. n1e fol101~ing are some suggestions for the 
composition of area committees: 

(i) a civic or youth organisation plays the tole of an area comdtittee 
(]r1) a nunber of organisations fanning a joint clinlni Q'J 
(iii) a committee camprlsihg of a group of volunteers. 
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RJNCTIONS OF TilE .AREA mNITIEE: 

ll ~/ 1/ 
,""- iZ 

1. To organise a workshop for volunteers in the area. The workshop 

should amongst others focus on: 

(i) The history and nature of the UDF 

(ii) The Koornhof Bills 

(iii) The Constitutional proposals 

(iv) A Progranme of Action for the area, 

2. To cJucatc the people in the area through house visits, house 

meetings, etc. 

3. To organise a mass meeting in the area. The mass meeting sha.ald 

have an appropriate focus depending on the conditions and issues 

in the area. 

f;) To speak to other local organisations about the UDF. These would 

include churches, welfare organisations etc. Where possilbe these 

organisations should be drawn into the activities of the UDF. 

(~) To link the cuTTent issues and problems in the camunity to the 
Black Local Authorities and dte Constitutional proposals. 

To publicise the Transvaal Rally in the area and also to arrange 

for people to attend dte Rally. 

To distribute ''UDF News" and all other publications of dte UDF. 

D anER ISSJES 10 BE INffiRPORATED IN TilE pru:x;JW.f.IE OF ACTION 

1. Removals and Resettlement 

2. Housing (housing shortage, sale of houses etc) 

?>- 3. Education 

4. Bantustans 

s. Military Conscription 

!::!QTh : This document merely suggests guide lines. The specific needs of 

particular organisations and cannunities would require both 

fle:dr:~·M and creativity 11s the campaign unfolds. 
,~_il 
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1he UDF was formed to oppose and resist the Constitutional and Koornbo(Bills. 

We reject the entire process that led to this referendum. And we also reject 

and will oppose all processes which will be set in motion by this so-called 

new deal. Through the forthcoming referendum on November 2, the present 

minority government will seek to force upon the people of S.Africa a constitu

tion that is not based on the will of the people. 

This referendum misses the essence of the South African question in that it 

shifts attention away from Apartheii as such to its formal appearance. The real 

issue about S.africa is still llbether A:P'-ltheid a...."ld. all th~t it implies is the 

right order of things for this com1try' s people or not. l:.ost whi ta peo )le and, 

to a lesser axtent, sections of the voteless majority in the country have fal

len into the trap of elevatin~ the referendum and its pending outcome to the 

legitimacy of the past, present and future policies of this minority white 

regime. 

'i'le as·sart that an acceptable anci t!."uly democratic constitution can only be 

worked out in c.n at:nosph~re ....-hich is free of fear, mistrust and harassment of 

one 3ection of the po_;~ulation '.;y a11othcr. That includes the release ·:>f all 

political prison~rs, the unbannins of the banned and restricted and the return 

of those ";ho have been forced into e:dla. 

In rejectins tLis uniecccr;;..tic methoC. o: decid.inb on the futu:-e of the people 

of South . .:...frica we call on .Jur ~eople tc.· show once .;.nd. for all tha~ they are 

determined to control their own .bstiny ':Jy doing all in th·air p.:n;er to halt 

the current process of Apartheid legislation. 

In keepin~ with this call the UDF regional councils have been charsed with 

the responsibility of working out schedules for the implementation of the 

progr~~e of actio~ which should culcinate in resional mass rallies shortly 

before the implementation of the referendum and Black Local Authorities 

election. 

Ours is a broad non-racial outlook which embraces everybody and we insist that 

it must be reflected in every decision and activity we engage in. Due to this 

and other considerations we addressed ourselves to the referendum question in 

a different manner,i.e. what can the UDF initiate in order to consolidate 

opposition to this Constitution .. let, and all the legislation that is likely to 

flow from it. Our programme of action is a Ve:7 clear response to this question. 
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PROG:O:lAY;.ME OF ACTI017 

1. Ye are launchin~ an immediate house to house campaign to educate the masses 

of our people about and mobilise them against the new deal. 

2. This will be interspersed ~ith localised rallies and church services. 

3. Of particular interest is the virgils that will be bald in the various 

re,5""ions to;.rards the end of Ccto ber, and 

4. The culmination of this phase of t!le ca.:upaign ~·•i~ l be huge re:;ional mass 

rallies calculated to reflect vibrant o~position to the !Jew Constitution 

.tct and the l::lack Local .d.uthori ties elections. 

5. 'rhe other aspects of the Programme of .Action will be .Qade l~"'lo'.m frv:J time 

to time. ob~;ious::.y there are ~oin~ to be shifts an.i .chans·~ti by the :~c:.ts. 

•rhich ;;ill nece:;si tate adjustment of our tactics to eui t eac~1 new twist or 

turn. 
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NEWSP Al'ERS 

c- !( s ilAJ. 
Sunday Times, Daily Dispatch, Finance Week, The Friend and The Natal Mercury 

Recently these newspapers and publications have come out in full support of 

the so-called new constitution thus becoming extensions of the state's 

propog~1da and ideolosical tools alonzside the Labour Party. 

After careful consideration the Rational zx,cutive =~~mittee has referred 

this matter to the re-Jional councils for final decisions. It is important that 

action in thio reg~rd ~hould flow from popular feelins if it is to enjoy 

maxi1~um support. 

The added advantaJe in thi~ approach is that regional newspapers will be 

consid~red re~ionally. 
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