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Students' Representative Council 
Verteenwoordigende Studenteraad 

UNIVERSITY OF THE NORTH 
P.O. BOX 643 

UNIVERSITEIT VAN DIE NOORDE 
P.K. (BUS) 643 

SOVENGA SOVENGA ' 
0727 0727 
TEL. 65 
TELEGR. UNIKON 

Resolution 14/84/85 

P.OJPk. SOVENGA 
I ·'( ~ ~- / (. L ;.. l 

We the student body of the University of the North, gatherd here in 

this our Tiro Hall, on this day the 7th June 1985 and noti~~. 

with utter disgust the continous abitrary harassment and detention 
of our colleagues by therac.ist security police . 

Hereby resolve: 

To found a student d::fence fund named after our tried and tested 
national Leader Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, herein referred to as 
the Mandela Defence Fund. 

;_J:J, i. . 
--~-I: ... ·-~~----- - ---- -
MINUTE SECRETARY 
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AZASO 

Con;trades 

AZASO 
Azanian. Students Organisation 

UNIVERSITY OF THE NORTH 
P. O.BOX 566 
SOVENGA 
0727 
4 October I984 

RE: RECOM!ftEUDAT IONS TO THE ifCIC 

~e· Tr~syaa], Reg:i,on;::.l Council held its meeting on the 8th September I984. At 
this meetin~ quite a number of issues ~ere discussed and delegates came out with 
a number of recomnendations which I want to bring to your attention. 

I. .le Regional Council recommends to the i•TEC that AZASO should have a working 
constitution. for SRCs. This recommendation came afte~ discussions of the pro­
blems exprienced by some institutions in havinG democratic SRC constitutions, 
especially the Colleges. 

2. The Regional Council felt that the !TEC does not respond to issues, and when 
it does it is usually after a long time, as evidenced during this very crisis 
in Education. The Regional Council recommends that the NEC should promptly 
respond to issues when the need arises; and City Press should be used as it 
to some extend gives us good coverage. 

3. Delegates at the meeting felt that as affiliates of the UDF, we are to an 
extend to give direction to the wDF. Thus the Regional Connc.il reconmends tha 
the riEC should recommend to the UDF that the next campaign to be taken by the 
UDF should be the Leadership Campaign. This recommendation came after some 
heated delib8rations; ~~d one reason for the Leadership Campaign is that the 
UDF is just fom a succesful !~illion Signature Campaign and an P~~ti-Zlection 
Campaign(~efer to the letter ~hich I wrote to you some times back; the letter 
;s dated 29th AUGust I984). 

4. ·J:he negional Council fu::.~ther reconmends to the i:!.EC that the AZASO General 
Stu-dents' Cou.::.1cil( G:SC) fo::.· I9J,~ sho').ld. be held in. the ::astern Caye. 

5. As ·:::u.xfloo~ i1c-.d ::-·:;co::lraencleo. t:1at -~lL ca.::J.paig21 az;ainst .ths rul:: s s:1o--.1d -:::.~; -'.::al;;:z:,: 
UIJ nati0~12.J .. l:r, a::.1( th3 ne~;i .. onr:-:~1- 0~1 1J2:..ciJ .. l1~ .. "'J'i.n~· ~-:o~2.i~e~. tll:.~t tl1·"": ce.:'!~S-~-tr::.. 
?~:~:ct ~e a._ S1J.cce~~ C::.1~ to ~l~:;. ~:'·?~Jo~~~-~~ t~1.?~.!.; ~--el .. s :::v·:·n by diffe1 ... ent b:"":~~:c:1-.:z. 
-c.J..:: Reg~o:lS . .L Cou.::c:!..l su:;;3s-.;s -c":a-.; t_:.e UEC s~:o-..~ld reconuend to bra~:ch:: s to r;-:-
~ 0-.-.~"l .-.-""QP~"": ( -·o·,.~- .3 0 +~~ ,!1 t + .. .., .-: ca-., ... , ... .; .... -., .,. ~-.... Q o •a : ... 0~1 e~·f" ef"\·!· ·j --:;c.l "'T '"" o---'- ... ,.~""' ....... !i.1..., o 

rr:.::c · s~;-..:5~8: · ~J_;; 1· :~;;::::'):~~~-- t:.::::.·t.! ;;;;;~c~~ d s:~o-~.1~~~ -~-~ri t~ f~~-'c .. sY: ~~;~~ 'J ah;~~:~ · t:~·;~ 
r:.:l-:s sa··~r~c.:t t::i: ca~1 lJs ·~_i.·.·cu.=::saC .. at -~J~. 

?or referenc:· aCo:.-:.··~ al~. t:.::·:se, I a-: e:l,.~J-~3~ .. :1-'"~ t~:'": :1in·¥~.tes of ~~:··· !:1-'J~ti:-: ~. a<~ 
3t~l :Je:~t.:=:J::' I?S-~-, ·~:.·\:.~::;,.rc.a::. ~=.:::.o· ... _a::. ·::o,_::.~::.J... • 

... ,., . . ~ .. 
J..i:.JC"tl .• ""J11.:""U 

SZCR3TA ... itY 

·'·~- .. 
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fi!ESSl\.CE FRQl.1 THE ANC UNDERGROUND ••••••• •. • ••• 
• <I 

Dear ~ellow patriots, 

··.r:he racist minority government is p~e again trying to divide our people. They . . . .., ... _ . . 

are trying to hood"~<ri.nk: our Indian brothers Md sisters to vote in the dummy 

insti-rution - the South Afrlc~'·Inclia.n Council. 
. .. . .. :· . 

T:'le Sl\.IC and similar bodies~ are part of the ploy to 'buy off t~e Coloured and 

Indian people with false promises of demboracy in order to fUrther perpetuate 

~rh.i.te domination. . 'l!~e-~t-.J.tions are C~nfirruation Of' the enemyts efforts 

... ·-

to separo.te. a.nd divide our people by tryl.t1..g ~o ~w -~he Indian and Colrntred. 
. . . ~ . -·•• I . -· :.~ .::~~--~· •· 

people into the ~rm:l:te· la.age.l ..... , -~~ Boers wauld. h.a:.re ~ th:i.nk: t~t this ma<lOS .. • 

tha~ the Indian and Coloured people will now bee~ to whites.· 

':.IHI.S IS NOT TRUE! 

.-. ·• - ::o. :-; .:. 

-'::.=.9 Indian people of South Africa, ·knowing this, have alwa.J7S rejected it ~-that ... .-·-:-.·,· .. · 

:.s ~:ty the elections have repeatedly been postpoded~: · .. ·~row the enemy is under pressure 
\ 

+." halt the growing· unity between our peoples. THEY ARE OFFERING OUR BEOTHERS ' 

Cnffi<IBS FRDr•I TEE UHITE MAN'S TABLE - TEEY CALL THIS EQ.UALITY!!! ' .. ····: _ -,::·:: i:.::::.:~· :~::·:·-~ i:J-::· :. _ 

0o.ll' Indian brothers and sisters 1 since the formation tt-r the Indian Congress _in 

1894, have a.lt·~axs, rejected the hated s~tem of apartheid ~-race segregation."' 

In 1946 the X-wna.-Da.doo-Naioker pact was fo:rrried uniting· the two oppressed peoples . 
:. 

against their oomr.:o~ ener.17- th.e \vhi-te moist tniil.ol"ity govar:runa:a:t of Gen.era.l. 

•;.::.;;__~~:- ···. ; .. ~.~,· ........ _· .. _.!·.. . . ' .. ·,~·· -~~~- ~.~·-.~~.: .. ·:. ..... · . 
;.:.--.;t was Yusuf Dc.doo~·· Chairman of the India.n· CoDoooress and N'elSon r4andela., volunteer 

in Chief, who hand in hand led the Defiance Campaign in 1952. 

'7;.13 leaders of the Indicm people, ~ed ~t~, Billy Na.ir, Cb:i.ba are serving 

lcng prison ~ente~ces in the fascist dungeons side by side with Nelson Mandala, 

~iaJ:":;er Sisul,.:. and Govan 'lrtbeki. 

!~ t-ras Ahmed I'imol, working for the ANC underground, who got thrown to his death 

f';:--:~ ~he 1oth floor of the notorious John Vorster Square in 1971. 

IJ;i "~<~as Krisbto. Ra.bilal 1 the fighting combatant ~f Umkhonto \-re Sizwe, \mo died 

td.~h his conrades-in-arms in the Ma.tnla mid in 1981. 

'r::.e A:fricc.n and Indian people ttf our country have always f$ught side by side. 

~:>~-uJ~liJ].J1\'llib.. 

J:-1.; is this very alliance, forged throughout the years in struggle which strikes 

fear into l~he hearts of the Boers. It is this unity recently confirmed at the 

e..--:-_ti-SAIC 'T!ee·!;ing in Johannesburg by Dr. Jassad (Chairman of the Tvl. Anti-8AIC 

G-:;-;::::i"tt·3e \ !1s. Albertin.:l. Sisulu, and Po.ul David (of the Free Nelson Mand.ela 

c~a:.~t~ec in Durban). 

TEZ AFTZ!C.lN NATIOf.TAL CO!-."GRESS REJECTS TFE SAIC ... ___ .... ·~··-~-~~,..-...;;;;;;....,;.;..;;..;..;;.=.;;;....;.;;:=.-:.-....;;.;.;;--.;.;.;;;;;.;. 

Please turn over •••••. 

':·: ·-
. ~ -;:· ."';'·i ... ............... 
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Th.~~--in an enemy institution designed to sp~~t -t:l'!~ ,ranks of the oppressed and 

-,tin over a section to the side of thf! DcJers u.s they have done with Ma..rl~,~ima., , . 

Sebe and now RaJDansi. 
. .. 

. :.:· 
The Indian peopie of South .Africa· reject the SAIC - THEY WILL NO~ VO'J$! 

. , ... . ..... 

The .ANC calls on the oppresseed and freedom· ·loving p~_ople. of our COl.l.Iltry to 

mobilise in their organisations. 

IT IS YOUR Dt~, the d.u.ty of ;your ~.siC.~r:.-ts associa:tio~!~ d.-vic e.scqcia.ti,-,n, t;;-.:,le; 

Un:ion, church, .student and youth ,.organisation, women 's- organ.is<!;tion; ·'.to_ Pl-e<ia'~- -' :. . . .... ... .....::::::;-____ ..... ,. ""•···, 

..: ... 

:!fu.l£!~-,!!.isations' sn:!.idarit_y with: the anti-3AIC committees., 
l. .... ·-· ... . . - .... ~ 

·.;. 

·.• -.~~: .. :~ . : . 
i-le rnu.st intensify th-:' -fight. through- O'tp'. own local bodies,- to· ShOW t~h aoti~rl -~ ~ 

·= . :- .. . ...... ·... .. ·- ... _ ~~ . ~·: ;, 
that He are one people fighting one: enemy. 

~-Te speak with one v~~· . > 

:·:.~ · .. r: f':'.·-~·~· :·i.:• •. 
FORWAR1) TO PEOPLES. POvlER! 

.. -~, 

·:-~ 

·.'.' ..... 
· . .somr WITH ENEl.rY nlSTITUTIONS! 

. .. •. ,·_'. ~:.4.~ ~·-··~· .... ;,_ ........ ~ ... 

10RW:ARD TO A UNI'L"e:D -PEOPLES GOVERNMENT! . -. . . ..... --· -·· 
. .. ... _ ... 

. J 

'1.1-l~'IDLA! 
----:._,~C.--"-~--------~~~··-:,.. 

TO THE PEOPLE! JAFil. SHAK:I'i!. 
-~·'· 

' .. ·--·-

-~ 

~--, -:- . !"~":!l" • ~ .~:--·;. 

. . ·.:.. .. :.. .. -; . .:.i-:-""::..:,.;~·· -~--· .. :- _;.. 

. :.. 

.. · ... :. ~ . ..:.: .... 
. . 
! .... . .r:.. ~ 

·-~: ... 
r· .... •• .... ;.· .. 
·. ·• ..... -. ~-· 

..... t"."<~~ .. ; :•·.:~:...·: ...... 

... _ ....... 

[~ed b:z the 1J.r!derg:rr.und voice of ~ African National Co5ress. Please nasa this on. 
. . · .. ·~· .,..:· .... , .:";;· : .. 

. . /(]f7 ;,1 ...... 
·.· .. ... · ... . : ~ 

... --~: 

.. !:=··:. . . . , . 
·- .. 

'· ·).:. -~-•·· . -~ .. 

·~ : ~ """.- . -- . ; ' ... 

·.c :;· : ... , .• : ... :. ; : ... ·. ~- . (> .• ; ... 

·,; .. 

I "!'P··• ~ • 

,· . . . ---·-·· .... ·- ___ ...... ····--- .... 
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iL\ ~/ lll ~ en . rt\r-.Wm~ ~ U ' 
Azanian Stud3nts Organisation ~,,otN l 

_______ __ -·-·- -- ~c~~oc"' 

Regionai Ne,Nsieuer (Tvlf~~~oc~• 
------ -- - -· 1 

The National Executive Committee of 
Azaso welcomes all. of you to a new 
environment - the technikon, training 
college or university. 

Y~u will realise during your stay here 
that your noble ideals about a 
technikon, college or university are 
contradicted and frustrated by the 
present racist education system. As 
it were, for most of you have found 
out that making it to tertiary level 
of education has not been an easy 
task. Most of you have struggled 
through adverse conditions in primary 
and secondary schools to reach the 
point where you find yourself today. 
You have gone through overcrowded 
classrooms, poorly qualified and even 
unqualified teachers, lack of 
democratic student representation 
(SRC~s), c::orruption in the apartheid 

education departments and 
adverse conditions caused 
political, economic and 
situation in this country. 

other 
by the 
social 

We know very well that those of us who 
ulti~ately reached this level of 
education are only a selected few out 
of the oppressed majority of this 
country. We only need to think back 
at the number of people who started 
with us in_ primary schools to realise 
how few are those who ultimately reach 
this level. Those of us who look at 
the situation narrowly will conclude 
that these majority who culd not make 
it were not intelligent or hard­
working enough to make it, but if we 
look at the situation more 
analytically we will realise that most 
of these people had more against them 
than us. i 
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WHAT IS-AZASO? 
If you were taking keen interest in 
newspapers, TV and other media during 
1984, especially during the anti­
election campaign, you sure have heard 
about Azaso. 

Aims and Objectives 

Azaso is a national students 
organisation representing all Black 
("Colou.,red", "Indian" and African) 
students in technikons, teachers' 
training colleges, some seminaries and 
universities. Its aims amongst other 
things is: 

*to unite the students of South Africa 

*to take up their demands and fight 
for a people's education 

*to represent them nationally and 
internationally 

*to further the workers' struggle and 

*to work towards the liberation of 
women 

-History 
Azaso was formed in 1979 after the 
students realised that without the 
unity that existed during the days of 
the South African Students 
Organisation {Saso), the students 
would not be able to solve problems 
they faced at their places of study. 
These problems were, amongst others, 
bad food, lack of accomodation, 
harassment, unjust and unreasonable 
laws, expulsion of pregnant students, 
troublesome lecturers, the lack of 
democratic representation, and the 
lack of a clear political direction 
among students. As all these 
problems were common to students 
throughout the country, Azaso provided 
and still promotes unity in action by 
students. 

Azaso was founded as a Black 
Consciousness organisation. In 
1980/81 students realised the 
narrowness and disadvantages of this 
approach and thus Azaso has at its 
1981 historic congress, made the 
Freedom Charter its beacon and 
foundation and uses the non-racial 
democratic approach. 

The non-racial approach means that 
Azaso does not identify its enemies or 
its friends by the colour of their 
skin. It will work with anybody, be 
it a student, a priest or worker, 
whose aims and approach do not clash 
with those of Azaso. It believes that 
there is room for ·all those who have 
interest in and who wish to 
participate in the struggle. Further 
Azaso believes that for the struggle 
we must mobilize all human forces at 
our disposal to march to freedom. 

But Azaso has only black students as 
members. Why? It is not because 
Azaso is racist! Our organisation has 
been formed, as mentioned, to fight 
against problems that are common to 
us. As black students we find that 
many day-to-day problems are specific 
to us only and hence Azaso's 
membership now. Further we do, when 
necessary, work together with the 
National Union of South African 
Students (Nusas). 

We are a student organisation, and our primary site of 
struggle is education. We, however, know that our demands 

I 
for a non-racial and democratic education system will never 
be met in this unjust order. This, therefore, necessitates 
our constant participation in the broader struggle r>f our 

\ 
peopl..: at all times. It is for this reason that we join the 
UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT and shall continue to 

I participate in all its activities in a quest for a just , non-

\ 
racial democratic South Africa. 

1
, 

. AZASO calls on all of you to make 1985 a year in which /J}fl 
1 our people's dream of concretising our education demands' :, 
and a dream of a strong united student force shall be · 
accomplished. 

Democracy 
The democratic approach means that as 
a member of Azaso and somebody who 
particpates in its activies, you wil 
contribute to the direction and 
advancement of Azaso. Your views will 
be taken into account and you will be 
encouraged to criticize, elect and 
discipline your leadership. 

Azaso works very closely (principled 
alliance) with the Congress of South 
African Students (Cosas). Cosas 
o p e r a t e s 1 i k e A z a s o d o e s , b u t a t h i 'g h 
school level. 

Azaso is an affliliate (member) of the 
United Democratic Front (UDF). The 

UDF's actions have proven that it 
unites all the people of South Africa 
who are genuinely committed to march 
forward to people's power. 

2. 

1' 
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AZASO 
CHAllENGE 

r 
!· 

... --;~~~--
• i ... \ 

J .• .. • 

N(.zy\SO 

Azaso students challenge the education system 

Our very position as a privileged 
minority is a challenge to us. To 
understand and app~eciate the 
challenges facing the black student 
today we need to take a brief look at 
the South African political situation 
and the forces working to maintain it. 
The South African society is one torn 
apart by conflict. This conflict is 
mainly between those who own and 
control the wealth of the country and 
~hose who work and produce it but get 
nothing out of it except the minimum 
needed to keep them alive so that they 
can go to work every day. The 
conflict, inequality, racial 
oppression and economic exploitation 
are maintained by the system of 
apartheid. 

We have seen how over the years the 
system has struggled to maintain its 
control of power and wealth through 
the use of laws and courts, 
propaganda, co-option of sections of 
the oppressed people and failing 
these, naked repression in the form of 
police force and the SADF. 

On the other hand the masses have 
through their democratic organisations 
waged a protracted and gallant 
atru11le against all aspects of 

·oppression. Throug·b their trade 
uaions, youth, civic, pro'fessional, 
~omens and general p.olitical 
organisations the masses \ave resisted 
and launched repeated attacks against 
the system of apartheid. 

As black students it is important that 
we understand very clearly our 
position in this ongoing conflict. 
The challenge is on us to decide 
whether we are going to stand aloof, 
be part of the oppressive system or 
join the oppressed majority in their 
struggles. There is no room for 
"neutrality". In fact neutrality is 
the worst form of partiality. In 
order to be part of the oppressed, we 
must turn all privilege granted to us 
into instruments of strengthening the 
struggle for democracy. The solution 
does not lie in individual hard work 
and spending of sleepless, agonising 
nights, suffering in silence. The 
answer lies in our unity so that we 

,can 

1) Challenge the education 
all its manifestations. 
intentions and effects of 
to all our people. 

system with 
Expose the 
the.system 

2) Fight the overall oppression and 
exploitation which our people 
experience in all aspects of life. 

The need for unity cannot be expressed 
in any stronger terms. We must not 
lay eaphasis on our difference~, 
because by doing thla we will only b~. 
doing JOOd service to the eneay. O~t~: 
unity •ust be baaed on th.oae thing~ ___ ';, 
which ve have in coaaon, those thing:;;.~­
that stem out of our oppression an~- ~ 
our common love for freedom and 
democracy. 3 

' ·' 
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~~~-,.The - h i s to r. i c A z as o Co n g r e s s o f 1 9 8 1 IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIW1111111111 
li> came up with important resolutions, 
1~!- one of which was to campaign for an J,_ education charter. This document was 
;r· to contain the education demands of 
· the people of South Africa especially 
, the students. It is important to 
'8~ outline the objectives of the campaign 

f>-'.:.-. f o r us t o be t t- e ~ _ ~n de r s' t and t hi s 
'[':-- · Education Charter Campaign •. 

:t~. ~~)_ e c ~-1::'_•• !~• _!'I,J! 1_1_~!,•' 
~1-' 1. To collect the demands: of' a5 many 

p e o p 1 e a s p o s s i b 1 e ~r e g a r d i n g 
education,. through. a- p-rocess of 

( t w i d e s p r e a d c o n s u 1 t a t i '? !l• S~"; 

• ; 

·.t 
I 
I 

r 
I 

' r 

( 

2. To d~aw up a guiderine for a 
f u t u r e e d u c a t i o n ·. s y 's-- t e m ·-1 n a 
democratic South Africa,; that will 
satisfy the needs of all the people. 

3. To actively resist and take 
initiatives against oppression in all 
spheres of education. 

4. To provide a concrete channel for 
the student grievances arising out of 
inferior education. 

5. To guide student struggles in 
years to come. 

6. To further understanding 
role of education in apartheid 
Africa, and of the role 
progressive education system. 

of the 
South 
of a 

7. To build 
strengthen the 
alliance. 

8. To build 
organisations 
campaign. 

student unity and 
non-racial student 

and strengthen 
involved in 

the 
the 

9. T~ reach and mobilize as many 
sectors of the community as possible 
around the issue of education (bearing 
in mind that education affects all 
sectors of society). 

10. To build 
and parents, 
~bers of the 
4' 

unity between students 
workers, teachers and 
community. 

Azaso uniting students for der 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJJIIIIJJ~I 

Azaso and Casas have been campaigning 
around the Charter for the past 3 
years. The campaigning was at a very 
low level that decisive questions had 
to be-asked as regards for instance 
the nature of the campaign, the 
direction, etc. It was then decided 
to form the Azaso Congress of '84 that 
the following steps should be 
followed: 

1. That local committees from each 
Azaso branch be formed to facilitate 
the running of the camiaign at local 
level. 

2. To consult with other local clubs 
a n d so-c-{ e' t'i e s i n 0 u' r -c a m p u s e s f 0 r t h e 
populartsat'ion of the campaign. 

3. To consult and invite other 
organisations of the people in our 
communities, on regional basis, to 
form regional committees for the 
taking up of the campaign. 
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( 

~- To look at the possibility of 
national co-ordination. 

firmly than ever before. That year 
also marked the total rejection of the 
Botha-Malan strategies to co-opt and ,. 
d i v i d e q.lu r p e 0 p 1 e 0 n r a c e a n d c 0 1 0 u r -
lines ie. African from Coloured and 
Indian and also African from African 
(rural and urban). These sites of 
struggle ar~ ~~portant for our 
education cli'art,e,J;"' camp;aig~ for they~~•;,:,, 

s ym b.o ~. 1.~;~ ~·~.~;}.~._!:.~1{..::0 .. -:f. -~. ~.~·£i.S les ou.r ·~¥~-' 
peop~• ~·v:rl¥.:-~·~~~ :)!cave :·~·· ., ·": 1 • ~age=.;f~F~~h •. ~. . t _ -~~-~!9!·-· _:r~~~ople · : 

, ·"wi!i~:·~.-.:ti.ictf·.·W . . ;t.:".· "·~_ .. ,·~.·~~~-!;.;E4J\.""ai n i"_ti- . PP •. ·,.c.- N1- .. "-.. - -~y,..·~~-- "~ "~,>• ~- __ g ~ ~ 
one ·of· ··t h ¢.-,:S,-ia·. , .. :#-.C:~;m P:\,.. .f:n s. .. :roy our· .:·" 
p ~ o p 1 e.· ,t. o. .o·.~'t·• n.trf.:f·;'f~~.i(JJJ o.\1: 1~1.. ~.s e o u l" . ~--J 
pe o p 1 e ::anp:.f>~.t:i~tP~~.{·~tt!-,>;;~~poQ.s of ~- ' 
at t a~k: ~_g~*:n~'rJ:~~ ~;..;h~i~.q;t~ystem. · 1 
-~~ ·- ~ ~-- .. '~f~~···; .. Y~:.:~-~~r-i~·~ ... ~:~ ~~~::i~i~~~:'~*t.~. . ·. ··: l 
!~~~ !~~}if~:~?~~:!1~:%_~tffitt,.~~~e~ ~fir~. ~::.~ 
rea 1 is e -': .. that · t h-.e.;·-.. F'r e e do m · Charter · 
remains ~.-.respon(j b·y·•the people of ! 
South Afiico, prQ~-s~ing agoinst the I 
illegal governmedt of this country. I 

l 

The People's Charter 

The Education Charter Campaign was 
therefore launched against this 

i
ackground, firstly in the Eastern 

The charter campaign is' be.t:hg;'·. ape in September 1984 at Rhodes 
visualized as a continuatidlf of f .. · : niversity. Natal also launched the 
people's resistance against iafeal;or · :. ampaign during t_he same .weekend as-~~i~-~ 
apartheid education, ·~~_a~,--· .... ·.; he Eastern Cape launch. One of the J·~~ 
e 1 a b o r a t i o n t o t h e c 1 a u s e t n "'t ~ · ·. {m 0 s t s u c c e 8 8 f u 1 1 a u n c h e s o f t h e 
people's Freedom Charter "The doors .of···~ 1 h 
1 earn 1 n 1 and c u 1 t u r • • hall b • 0 P • n • d "• · :·:I c am p a i g n w a s 1 n t h e T r a n s v a a w e r e 
The charter campaign is also our tool more than 2 000 people attended. The 
to heighten the struggle for a free regions of the Western Cape, Orange 
non-racial democratic education, Free State, etc, have still to launch 

1984 has been the year of growing 
resistance on the part of our people·~ 
on all fronts. Students took to the 
streets boycotting the exploitative 
and racist education system and all 
its manifestations through puppet 
representation, age limits, corporal 
punishments, etc. It was also the 
year in which the worker-student 
alliance was proved in practice more 

the campaign at the next opportune 
moments. 

One 0 f the achievements of the 
education campaign so far was the 
coming together of all progressive 
student movements of South Africa 
(Azaso, Nusas, Casas) in a non-racial 
united action. 
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Education Charter 
D I t . @ ec ara 1on 27/f<?. 

We, the peace-loving people of South Africa, 

NOTING: 
• that the separate and inferior system of educa­
tion for the majority of the people of South Africa 
entrenches Inferior and undemocratic ideas 
• that the unequal education which students con­
tinue to reject further deepens the present crisis 
• that the so-called reforms including the de 
Lange proposals and the White Paper are mea-

. sures to ensure the continued survival of Apar­
theid education 
• that under this New Constitution Apartheid edu­
'ation will still be felt in our classrooms and the 

cultural life of our people will still be harmed 

BELIEVING: 
• that education must be based on the needs and 
serve the interests of the people 

"~ • that education should be a -;cessible to all 
• regardless of colour, creed, sex o,.. age . 

• that reforms will not bring about a lasting~ 
tion to our problems in education 
• that our students struggles arise out of real grie­
vances 
~hat education is not an issue affecting students 
alone but all sectors of our society 
~hat there can never be meaningful change in 
education until there is meaningful change in soc­
iety 

Charter cntd. 
It is hoped that the educ1ation 
campaign will be the climax of the 
youth activities in 1985 around the 
programmes of the International Youth 
Year. It is also important to stress 
here that the reality of the Charter 
Campaign will be realised through 
conscious and untiring efforts of our 
people both active and supportive so 
that it could be possible to predict 
that the campaign will fold before the 
end of this year. Also important is 

the fact that the campaign will be 
meaningless if it does not get the 
full backing it desires from our 
people especially the students for it 
is them that must ultimately ~etermine 
the short term, medium and long terms 
of the campaign, and whether the 
majority of the people will know about 
the campaign. 

THEREFORE PLEDGE: 
• to unite as workers, women, youth, students, 
professionals, sportspeople, and others and fight 
side by side 
• to interlink the struggles in education with the 
broader struggle for a united, free, democratic 
and non-racial South Africa 
• to engage ourselves actively in a campaign for 
an Education Charter that will embody the short­
term, medium-term and long- term demands for a 
non-racial, free and compulsory education for all 
in a united and democratic South Africa based on 
the will of the people. 

We need therefore to commit ourselves 
to this obligation and the highest 
ideals, to strive sparing neither 
strength nor courage side by side, 
shoulder to shoulder, to struggle 
tirelessly sharpening our offensive 
until the ideals espoused by Hector 
P e t e r s o n , Em m a .s a t h e k g e , B o n g a n i 
Khumalo and you are met in a non­
racail democratic South Africa where 
the people shall govern. 

Amandla awethu, matla ke II I a rona •.• 

Forward to democratic SRC's hl ... 
Forward to the Education Chart~7'jr.J 
Campaign ,_,;D 111 

Forward to a people's education!~@ , 

. 6 
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THE FREEDOM CHARTER 
The· South Africa of today is the 
result of the common effort of all its 
peoples. The cities, industries, 
mines and agriculture are the fruits 
of the efforts of all its peoples. 
But the wealth thus created is used by 
and for the interests of the white 
minority only. 

From the outset of history of our 
organised struggle the indigenous 
masses asierted their right to 
determine the direction and destiny of 
their lives and the land. 

In the early fifties the liberation 
struggle was reaching new heights the 
need was seen for a clear statement of 
the future South Africa as the people 
saw it. Thus was born the Congress of 
the People Campaign. In this campaign 
the ANC and ius allies invited the 
whole of South Africa to record their 
demands which would be incorporated in 
a common document called the Freedom 
Charter, Literally millions of people 
participated in the campaign and sent 
their demands of the kind of South 
Africa they wished t) live in. These 
demands found final expression in the 
Freedom Charter. 

Congress 
The Freedom Charter was adopted at the 
Congress of the People representative 
ot all the people of South Africa 
which met at Kliptown, Johannesburg on 
25 and 26 June in 1955. 

Three thousand delegates who gather~d 

at Kliptown represented people from 
all walks of life. There were 
workers, peasants, intellectuals, 
women, youth and students of all races 
and colours. The Congress was the 
climax of the campaign waged by the 
African National Congre•s, the South 
African Indian Congress, the Coloured 
Peoples~ Organisation, the South 
African Congress of Trade Unions and 
the Congress of Democrats. 

Thus the Freedom Charter became the 
common programme enshrining 
aspirations of all the freedom loving 
and progressive people of South 
Africa. 

It is now 30 years since the adoption 
of the Freedom Charter, Throughout 
the yeats the Freedom Charter h~s 

served as a becaon and a basis of 
struggle for the struggling masses of 
South Africa. Simultaneously the 
Freedom Charter has remained a threat 
against the white minority regime. 
One only has to look at the demands of 
the Freedom Charter to realise that 
not a single one of these demands can 
be met within the framework of 
apartheid. 

Students 
For us students the clause whicr 
states that "The doors of learning anc 
culture shall be opened!" is of 
immediate importance and relevance. 
One of the biggest crimes of the 
apartheid regime is the damage it has 
done to the development of the people 
of South Africa in the fields of 
learning and culture. On the one hanc 
the minds of the white people have 
been poisoned with all forms of 
unscientific and racialist 
indoctrination in. their separate 
schools, colleges and universities. 

To them has been made available all 
the worst forms of so-called westerr 
culture. As. far as the black people 
are concerned the general position io 
of deprivation and racialistic 
discrimination all along the line. It 
is not onl~ that blacks are virtuall) 
debarred from the cultural production> 
of mankind, but in addition everythin~ 
has been done to prevent ther. 
developing their own national 
cultures. The general state is that 
of a racially motivated ideological 
education. 

It is thus appropriate and our tas1 
for all the people of South Africa anc 
students in particular, to mark th, 
30th anniversay of the Freedom Charte: 
by: 

popularising the Freedom Charter 

- organising the masses wherever the' 
are for the attainment of a Soutl 
Africa based on the Freedom Charter 

- intensifying the struggle for a fret 
democratic and non-racial education 

Long live the Freedom Charter! 7 
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LEASE OURLEA.OE.RS 
ajain the S~~th African 
an·t- ppses as. the prince of 

:-.'1.\1.1: we a'll know better. 
rc1\_last ,year the Nkori~ti ·Accord 

signel with ~o~ambique •. But it is 
bot ~ith'~ozambiqtie that they need to 
make peace, but with us •.. :rhey ne..a.ck.~to 
r·e 1 ease a 11 our 1 e ad e r s , a 1 1 ow the--->~ __ 
return of !l11 those in exile, and 
dismantle apartheid. But no, instead 
t h.e y shoot us, detain us, harass us -
1984 was yet another year of 
repression. 
l',h·e n of course, there was the new 
c~nst~tution - "One step in the right 

_ ~V r e c.t i o n , " t h e y s a 1 d •. T h e y an no u n c e d 

j _a __ t apartheid. was to be dismantled 
". -llar by p,illar. But no; we see no 

.. ·_an g e·. A p art he i d. i s be in g m o r e 
·f:~·rmly entrench-ed. · The weal.th 'of th·e 
.~ountry is not shared amongst those 
w:bo work• The doors of learning and 

_Od,llture remain firmly shut. Now we 
see the rising cost of living as well 
as the ever increasing control of our 
lives~ Local authorities are to have 
t:h e i r o w n p o 1 i c e f o r c e s a n d C o 1 o u r e ·d 
and Indian youth ar~ to be conscripted 
to fight for apartheid. 

·TQday the governme·nt presents just 
~,ix o t h e ·r f a c a .d e ; . tt n o t h e t" p u b 1 i c 

. ~elations ploy, a. ploy designed .to 
·.{'·erpetuate ·the myth of the existence 
.~f a reform programme. They have 
o:f·f ere d to r e 1 e as e Man de 1 a 
~~nditionally of course. 

Nelson Mandela is a aan of great love. 
A man that stands firmly behind the 
struggle fo~ freedo~ and justice. It 
was for this commitment that he was 
forced to leave his home and family. 
Mandela has spent the last 22 years in• 
j&il and more than 5 decades in the 
service of his people. It was only 
when the government banned the ANC 
that they turned to armed struggle 
because they believed that the doors 
of peaceful struggle had been closed. 
Today the government makes an offer, 
one that is tantamount to make him go 
into political limbo. An offer that 
has been no different from all the 
rest - a conditional offer. 

Mandela has said no to Botha. He says 
that it is up to the government to 
denounce violence. It is the 
apartheid system that is the cause of 
violence. In fact the apartheid 
system is inherently violent. We all 
know the violence of the pass laws, 
the violence of detention, the 
violence of the Group Areas Act - the 
violence of apartheid. It is up to 
the government· to end this violence 
and not to disguise it in the name of 
reform • 

Long live Mandelal 

ALUTA CONTINUAl 

WOME·N UNITE 
l
r~e Womens' Organisation of AZASO pays 
Tibute to the women of South Afxica 
ho have, and st~ll do, struggle 

.~?fe-lentlessly to overcome- oppression 
·-'~ n d ex p 1, o i t at ~on in a 1·-l 1 t a 
··anifestation. In str.uggle, women 
J~•cover and exercise a po~er which 

"j!i f f e c t i v e 1 y p r o v i d e.s t he m a n e w 
·.1 dent i t y d i f f e rent f r o a that -... w h 1 c h 
~ o c i e t y p r o j e c t a • . T h i a ide a ti-t-~,J 1 s 
:and can only be a new degree o"f lioeial 
power. We believe that the liberation·:·· 
of a people cannot be achieved as long 
as women are held in bondage. 

Generally speaking, women are the most 
oppressed, humiliated and exploited 
people in society. It is not possible 
to get rid of t.he .system of 
exploitation while keeping one part of 
the society unorganised. It is 
imperative for· women (at<Udents) to, 
start organising one another and to 
discuss the problems they face as 
women. Women should be organised and 
be able to teach one another .about 

We must mobilise all women so that 
Lhey feel the need to participate in 
concrete tasks, to feel responsible 
and to be actively engaged in the 
transformation of society into one 
where dignity, justice and freedom 
prevails. 

The laws such as influx control, the 
homeland system and the myth that 
womens' place is in the kitchen 
contTibute in isolating women. This 
makes it difficult for women to see 
that their problema can be solved 
through collective action. Women are 
oppressed not only as blacks but also 
as workers. Thus it is necessary to 
organise women. 

Women are in~ited to join the AZASO 
Womens' Group. 

Tsogang Basad!! 

Vukani Makhoaikazil 

Women Awake I 
_basic issues like contraceptives, 
-health problems.Tbey should 'also 
discuss_how the political; economic 
and social injustices affect them. 

AZASO Newsletter 1a edited by Chr~t;;;' imd produced by Black St.U Society 
eacb of 1.'Jan lllluts Avenue, Jo......,allburq. 'l'ba •Lava Uld opl11ona expr- do JaOt . a 
tD tbon of the C<>w~<:il or the Studentll Repre_tat.i,.. Council of the llaJ.Yani.C7 or 
the llitv~ter•rand.. . 
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STAY .AWAY!! 
MONDAY AND TUESDAY THE 5TH AND 6TH 

NOVEMBER 1984 

Your sweat and toll has brought guns and hippos. It has Invited the pollee 
and the army to be In our houses, hostels and compo•Jnds. It has made 
masters to be proud and arrogant. It has made the Government under­
mine our Integrity, dignity and respect as People of South Africa. 

Your sweat, toll and energy has been abused for ages and centuries. For 
decades anti generations. Blood of your children has been shed In vain 
and shame. 

Rise, yoll the oppressed and the down-trodden. Wake-up, you the 
oppressed and the exploited. Stand :up, you the deceived and the 
fooled . 

. , . · ; ~u students.s~frrn In th~~J~& fat SRC~s •• lion ot·age limit : 
laws. release -o~tained leaders. and an end to sexual abuse by 
teachers In schools: """""'·c--
evou Residents stand firm on your resistance against high rent, electric­
Ity and water bills. 

. . . t . '· 
evot~ roxl-owners stand up to fi(jht a ten Rand fee (Rll>lmposed on you 
by the Council. 

eVoo4n hostels and -~~poun(ll.{;otest .against hi~/Jntols In those t~r­
rlble conditions. 
eYou WOrkerS, sta110 Up to support your fellOW COlleagues dismiSSed 
from work. 

eLastly, you Business owners· Close your shops an" •join forces with 
people on the march to freedom. 

The stay-away Is nobody but you only. The call Is not for.organfsatfons but 
for the people as a whole. For'lhr sweat and Toll is ours as a people. It Is 
ours as a nation. It is ours as the workers. It Is ours as the students. 

'Workers of the Country UnHe for you have nothing to loose 
but your chains' 

SHAMS f'lliNT! AS !•·1 1:'11 
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Fellmv students, on rrhur.sdo.y (0<).08.fV~j hundreds of pupils 
fro::1 r·iabuya, Dave:1 a: <l H.B. ;,yathi boycotted classes making 
the following demands:-

1. Cancellation of the "Ar:e limit" laH 
2. Heco~nition of LHG's instead of prefects 
1. 11 stop to exco: . .3ivc corporal punisbr:wnt 
4. ~ufficient and relevant text-books 

Our boycott start au off pe;1cefully, our demands justified 
but the authorities renpondnd with tcarf~as, sjambokn and 
bullets. Lercile8sly bentin' up innocent children and mothers. 
1l numher of pupils Here ~•eriously injured a:1d one pupil, 
~"atric:·: .l~l!A1JA fron ~iadingoane Eigher Prir.Jary was shot in 
tho head. 

( 1'1lroughout the country thousands of pupils are !laking the 
same demands. LverywLere the authoritien are respondinr; 
with violence. Our only \'/Onpon is the unity of all the students • 
• ;e thoreforc appeal to th~ stude!lt~J at Hulwazi to unite with 
the boycottinr; uchoo -_ s since all of us are directly affected. 
Hulwazi students, do not allow the authorities to use you to 
cli vide us. Let us unite Hi th 9"1!:: Yo ice and •my no to Bantu .) 
::ducation. ' 

~Wf·!ry nng ~a up to us -
discuss what to do next. 

linally, a number of our friends have 1)een arrested. Let us 
stand by theL'l and support them - .::.et us not betray them. 

( bpread this messaGe! 

.Forward to a fr~~e, non-rncial ~;ou th Africa. 

[. 
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