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UNITED,DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
N.;)C _i), S- <.-oO.S.F- \.J. 

MINl.l'IT:S OF TIE UDF N.E.C. ~1EETING HELD ON 1 A~'D 2 JUNE 1984 AT TIID RONDEBOSCH 
roNGF.EGATIC1'lAL OiUROi IN CAPE TO\\N '· 

1. PRESE\1. 

0 ~etha (Chair) 
A Gumede;· 
P Lekcta __ _ 
P Molefe ~­
C Saloojee 
M Ramgohir: 
M-Valli 
M Chi.kane­
G du Plessi:; 
A ?--1okoena 
Y Mahomed 
J Coovadia (Cha1r) 
E Ngoyi 
P Msutho 
D Swortz 
P Manilal 
S Tshwete 
S Ndzota 
B Maape 
.J Khasu 
M Lesia 
C Carolous 
A Boraine 
C Tinto 
T Manuel 
J M..~rks 

2. ft.FOLOGIES 

A Sisulu 
C Nqakula 
M Stcfile 
N BouhO!IIIle 

.M Xundu 
G Supersadh 
R Saloojee 
H ffial ethwn 

3. MINUI'ES OF 'PREVIOUS 'MEETING 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken_. as read and were adopted • 

...... ~ -· .. ·•·..:.1..:..1~ .;..: .. };.~: ··~· .. ··-. .... :~·· ... 

roNsrrruriON _;.~.X-~;~~ ~-:~~~~Ja.!~"!.~~~~l.~~~-, ;_·._· ·. -·. 
It was agreed that the copy of a. !I~t .consti ~ion in the hands 
of the trea.smy be made. ·to· • . . · members for perusal, 
as fran Jtme -1984 · · .,.· · · '· ·· 

-... . ..:-.-;~ .. ~. . .. 

. ·N~E.-c.-
4.2.1 for-central 

the N.E.C. 
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4.2.2 The General Secretary was asked to work out another 
schedule for the N.E.C. meetings as the previous schedule 
had been disrupted. · 

4.3 \\URKS}{)P FOR N.E.C. 
4.3.1 It was noted that what was minuted on the workshop, did not 

reflect what had been agreed upon. The minutes were 
amended to read: 
"The workshop must be organised to assist N.E.C. members 
develop a common understanding of how a Front should function 
and also to deal with the contradictions within the Front". 

4.3.2 The General Secretary in conjuction with the Regional 
Secretaries is to make arrangements for the workshop. 

4.3.3 It was agreed that the workshop should take place after the 
August 22nd Elections for the Tricameral Parliament. 

5. REPORTS 

5.1 OFFICER'S REPORT 

The report was read. Regions felt that there was an iJrlhalance with 
regards to section "D" of the report, and that there was no definate 
yard stick used to assess the Regions. 

5.2. REGIONAL REPORTS 

5.2.1 · ·Natal: The report of the Natal Region was received. 
5.2.1.1 't-5C: 35 CXX> sign:ltur;es were collected acccrdL1g 

to the report. 
5.2.1.2 Inkatha was reported to be a major obstacle. 
5.2.1.3 ~~was combined with the Anti-Election Campaign. 

5.2.2 Western Cape 
5.2.2.1 MSC: 87 000 signatures collected on a doer-to-door 

basis mainly. 
5. 2. 2. 2 Grassroots: Have published MSC fonn with space for 

12 signatures~ but the response was not encouraging. 
5.2.2.3 Elections: Pensioners and civil servants were being 

forced to register as voters.for the Tri-cameral 
Parliament.· 

5.2.2.4 Region observed the difference between the Labour 
Party and the UDF is not very clear to the masses. 

5.Z.3 Tr~~svaal 

5.2.3.1 
5.2.3.2 
5.2.3.3 

(1 .. 5.2.3.4 
~ 5.2.3.5 

!-5C: 42 000 sigtia.tures are reported as collected. 
There is a lack of enciugh activism in the Tr~~vaa.l. 
Problems were identified as being both of a structural 
and a leadership n:~.ture. · 
The R.E.C. was advised to address the problems. 
The National Officers were advised to assist the 
Transvaal Region to arrange a meeting of the R.E.C.,. 
and the activists, as a way of motivating the activists. -·- :.. ... ,,. ... 
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5.2.5 

. 

5.2.4.3 Some signatures collected in Graharnstown, which 
· is considered as part of the Boarder Region, were 

sent to the Eastern Cape. 
5.2.4.4 Region requested that National officers be sent 

to the Border Region to look into the-problem between 
the Region and the Youth Congress. 

Northern Cape 

5.2.5.1 MSC: 1 600 signatures have been collected. 
5.2.5.2 Two MSC committees have been set up in Kimberley 

and ·Vryburg. 
5.2.5.3 The Region experiences a probl~ of lack of basic 

organisational skills. 
5.2.5.4 1be state of organisation in the Indian and coloured 

areas is very weak. . 
5.2.5 .. 5 The Western Cape Region is willing to help with media 

organisation in the Northern Cape • 

5.2.6 Eastern Cape 
5.2.6.1 MSC: 17 000 signatures have been collected, 
5.2.6.2 Co-ordination and leadership is a problem in the 

coloured areas, The leadership role is played by 
' youth. 

5.2.6.3 Fosatu has been requested to allow UDF activists 
and volunteers collect signatures at Fosatu meetings. 

5.2.6.4 The Labour Party is taking an upper hand in the 
coloured areas. 

6. tNITED NATIONS 

It was agreed that the ~SC figure be presented to the UN at the end of.the 
campaign. 

. 7. Mh"'l110DS 
8.1 It was noted that.newThethodologies had to be developed. 
8.2 The MSC has to be used effectively to prove the incorrectness of the 

registration figures claimed by the Labour Party and other pro­
constitution groups. 

0, 
'08. ELECfiONS 

The following decisions ~~re taken regarding the elections: 

that the UDF makes a national call to the people of South Africa to 
boycott the elections for the Tri-cameral Parliament · 

8.1 

8,2 that the masses of our people be made aware that it is not illegal to 
boycott the elections. A leaflet must be produced to this effect. 

i'8.3 that it be recommended to regions to fonn Joint Planning Cm.mcils 
(JPC) to facilitate effective camp:1in :tgainst the elections. (In 
the 1VL, the Regional Secretaries must work jointly with the National 

I 
Officers towards the fonnation of JPC 1s). · 

8,4 that anti-elections meetings be organised throughout the country, ~ 
These meetings would culminate m mass national . rallies to be addressed 
by a speaker from Swapo of Namibia. · · ·· .. - ··· ~· · 

t.8.5 the, weekend of the 18 and 19 August has beei'1 chos~n for rallies to 
f- -~-- · -- climax the anti-election campaign, ·During. the ·same weekend, the 

f
.· .. ~ anniversary of. the UD~. W1. "11 be ce1e. brate4 •. •1.;~;~! 2-.lls--.:..·;-.• :· . 
8. 6 Transvaal is tto be regarded as :a vpriority ~gion for the . speaker from 

.. · ,,, Namibiaoc .n.l:. .;~·.;:,l.rni~&;:c.~.,_,;J~-i~&t-~ .g.,.,.. ;;...:-~< :.·:-: :~-;_~~}~t?-:5~ .. ~~~ · - · '-'- · '· 7~r ~-J·- - · ~ i~~~~~~~~~~~ ~ 

~~l~;~,·-:~.- ~. .- _··.-··:·:::::;~,~~::!J1fi~;~-~ 
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LB .• ] 

f 8.8 

8.9 

Js.lo 

Tactics on how to handle reactionary parties would be determined on 
·the basis of material conditions in each region. The same position 
holds for tl1e sharing of platforms with collaborators and government 
officials or agents. · . 
At the end of the Elections, the Front must challenge those ~~th 
32\ poll and below, to resign~ 
The National Secretariat and the National Treasury must formulate a 
national strategy for the Anti-Election Campaign. 

·The anti election thrust must link to the removals of Africans and 
other key issues facing this communitY. 

9, IN'T'F.RNATTONAL RELATIONS 

9.1 REPORT FRCM REPRESENTATIVE WHJ WENT ABROAD 

9.1.1 ''Let Live Prize" 
cassim reported-that whilst in Sweden, he and f\1nrphy (who 
was still abroad) met; the Editor of Arbertet (the Swedish 
minister who handed over the prize on Sunday 27 May 1984 
in Malmtl), some political parties and other organisations. 
His impression was that the Front is perceived as a very 
significant and powerful resistance movement jn the country. 
The support for the Front was very substantial. 

9.1.1 ·centre Against ·Apartheid 

Cassim furtlier reported that at an event of top religious 
leaders of the world, held at the UN Centre Against Apartheid 
in March 1984, the Front represented by Cassim spoke on the 
New Constitution. 

9. 2 GENERAL OVERSEAS PUBLIC liT WORK 

Valli gave a brief report of his six weeks publicity work overseas. 

9.2.1 Co~ries and groups 

Some of the cotmtries he visted are; Canada, U.K., West.. 
r..ennany, U.S.A, and Holland, His report indicated that several 
organisations were met. 

9.2.2 Anniversary of UDF 

9.2.3 

9.2.4 

9.2.5 

' 9.2.6 

9.2.7 

Support groups abroad would consider calling for an International 
Day of Solidarity with the UDF and the people of S.A. on the 
Anniversary of the Front. -

A Fonn is being circulated, to be signed by orgar..isations 
rejecting the New Constitution. 

TheT.e is a need to keep the African Diplomats Wonned about 
the developments in the country. (A booklet is to be produced 
on a regular basis and sent to them.) 

There is a need to follow-up the ~~rk already done abro~d. 

SA.CC Booklet on Removals made a very big impact in church 
and organisational circ~es, ... 

. It was decided that a Foreign Relations Sub-Committee must be~ 
formed, The Secretariat was charg~ with that responsibility. 

- ... -.·.- -_!_ .... ~<\... ._,:-~-- -~~ 

10. . 'SWAZILAND I_ -~ ,.: •• _' .~-:1·.::1:~· ?!i!:•_ .• • 

10.1 . Letter: The Nati.onal Publicity Secretaey .was instructed to write a 
~ a lettet; to the government· of Swaziland ·1n~ \dll,ch he. is to state the 

~~\.·~~- : __ ~LL... . . . positi~ .of t~ Fran~ ~- :!!_~ -~~~:._~~Jlori -~~.Repression. 
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10.2 The National Officers must go to Ka.~gwane, assess the conditions 
there and prepare briefing notes for ~egions, 

11. NKCMATI 

11.1 UDF Position: It was decided that the matter of the position of the 
Front on Nkomati should be referred to the Sub-COiml;i.ttee on Fore~gn 
Relations. 

11.2 The National Publicity Secretary must write a letter to President 
Machel impressing upon him that it is the right of the S,A people 
to define their own struggle. 

12. P.W. BOTHA 

A letter must be written to the South African Bishop's ·Conference ask;ing 
them to cormm.micate to the Pope the positi,on of the Front on P.W\ 's trip 
abroad with. the view to persuading the papal states to understand our view. 

0· NATIONAL ·oouSING . CONFERENCE 

13.1 REPOJIT ON PREPARATION 
13.1.1 The Diakonia is wi.lling to sponser the conference, i.e. 

the conference must be und~r their auspices, 
The 23rd or 30th June are suggested dates for_the first 
consultative meeting on the confer~ce. 
A waximum of 5 people per region was ~uggested, 
It was agreed that the matter be taken back to the Regions 
and that the feed-back be given to Cde, Yunus ~1ahomed ~thin 
ten days of the N.E.C, meeting, 

14. RESI'RUCTIJRING 

14.1 PUBLICI1rl 

C' ] rio 19 

~~tJ 

14.1.1 

14.1.2 
14.1.3 

14.1.4 

It was noted that a properly equiped office for Publicity, 
Research and Information would facil~tate the work of the 
Front in that respect. 
The office should have telex and. photo-copying facilities. 
The National Publicity Secretary l't'a.S 1!'.andated to set-tip a 
sub-committee to fulfi,l this function, 
The National Officers must set-up a lahour unit to address 
labour problems and relati.ons ·wi.th unions, 
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14.2.5 

14.2.6 

'14.2. 7 

14.2.8 

event of allocations, all money owed to th~ National Office 
is to be deducted immediately. 
Transvaal is to return all National Office keys to the 
National Office. 
Patrick Lephunya is no longer a paid worker in the ~ational 
Office. 
The N.E.C. ratified the National Secretariat decision that/ 
the National Officiers must play the role of org~isers. 
The N.E.C. ratified th~ deci~icn c! the N~tion~l T~~~sury 
to employ Cde Johnson Khasu for the Northern Cape Region. 

14.2.9 The National Treasury was empowered to de~ermine the 
salary for Jomo. 

14.2.10 The National Treasury was given the mandate to employ 
rural organisers once resources are availab.le. 

FINANCES 

15.1 GRA.WS 
The decision taken by the National Secretariat regarding grants to 
Regions was ratified by the N.E.C. 
15.1.1 New Grants: The three major regions, Natal, Transvaal and 

Western Cape were each granted R8 000. Northern Cape, Border 
and Eastern Cape '"E.·re each granted R2 000. 

!5.1.2 Further grants \ieUld be given were resources avaiJable. 
15.2 . STAID1ENTS 

It was·decided that all regions submit their audited s~atements to 
the National ·office within two (2) weeks a£ the N.E.C. meeting. 
Failure on the part of the regions would lead to th~ Nation:1l 
Treasury with-holding grants due to those regions. 

15.3 Regions must carry the responsibility of t.ransporting N.E.C. members\ 
in their regions. · 

Q 15.4 GRANTS FOR RURAL WORK 

15.4.1 

J 15.4. 2 
\ . 

Western Cape: It was agreed that the R5 000 grant already 
advanced to the Western Cape be treated as separate from their 
general budget. 
·Transvaal: R6 ()(X) (six thousand rand) must be made available 
to the Transvaal Region once money is available. (rhe grant 
would be for work in the Northern Tr~vaal.) 

16. DEVELOPHENT OF REGIONS 

The National Officer must develop a system of monitoring th~ develcpmeJlt 
of regions, Xt was noted that Regions could not forever be regarded as 
major and small without a definite strandard used to detennine which are 
major and via-versa. ... ·: ·· · ... ··:----:.::~· ·~:-:\:·· ~-., 

17.; .. m: . c--... ·~~~:':.:.~~·~r::'~-r,.~~·- - · . 

-.· .~·.1.· .. ~ :i.:~i ~-~t~ :~-r~~~ft. be;~~·:': .. ,·:;~,~:~. ~-~~!b~:~~-
. .. • .,,--=,.:·. :J tll ·~- -· · ,, ,. "could not be held · · never been ·. 
·:~.,.~: -s:.:.;.·~~: :. :. ···. · ,.,.J forwaTded for discuss · · It was noted 

~;:.:;•;:~.~~)~·:··::· ~~ ,:· -~··. ·=. ·;, } . 
. · .. ~ . 
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c:' , ,,._-. 

18. 

••••• -: •• .a 

that the task of building the RMC is that of the structural regions 
of the JM:. The N.E.C. could, if approached, help-fran time to 
time. 

17.2 The RMC Natal and Transvaal are to resolve the divisions existing 
between them. 

17. 3 f The problems existing in the Transvaal between some members of the 
RMC and some members of the Transvaal UDF Region must be resolved 

·by them. . 
17.4 N It was suggested to Cde Aubrey Mokoena that he consult regions of 

A the UDF if he wanted assistance in tenns of setting up the RMC 
II structure, and abo lllS a way of ensuring that people constituting 
V the ~~ are not hostile to the UDF. 

CODE OP CONDUCT 

18.1 
..,.c:t.· 

It was noted that the N.E.C couldAat this stage set hard and fast 
rules in terms ~f code of conduct for the regions and affiliates. 
Regions are empowered to discipline their members. 18.2 

18.3 The Transvaal Region was advised to take up the issue of Dr Motlana's 
interview with the SABC-1V. 

Transvaal was aked to infonn Herbert Barnabas that he can no longer 
serve in the R.E.C of the Transvaal region as he is no longer a 
member of S.A.A.W.~ in terms of their last Congress decisions. 

19, DECISIONS FOR D-iPLB1ENTATION 

~ The General Secretary was instructed to remind regions on a regular basis 
of major decisions that must be implemented and to ensure that regions carry 
out their tasks. . . 

20. STATE OF AFFILIATES 

(~· <Y 

20.1 

, 20.2 

20.3 

Regions must submit to the National Office updated lists of their 
affiliates. · 

Regional secretaries must visit ~~eir affiliates on a regular basis 
and assess the general state.of development. 
The National Officers must prepare questionaires to assist regions 
in the work of assessing affiliates. 

21. . UNIONS 

22. 

23. 

21.1 NEW FEDER~TION 

The matter must be referred to the LaboUr Unit and any other labour 
matter must hence forth be handled by this m1it. 

ALTERNATIVE MEDIA .. ~- . ... ·-· 
... ~ .. : . . - . ' ... . . 

22.1-- It was noted that resources would detennine the extent to which 
the UDF could address the question of alternative media. .. 
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25. 

23.3 

23.4 

~~~ ~ £...).:') 

123.6 

t 23.7 

The N.E·.c. '\\'2.S asked to send a message of support to the Service. 
The focus of the service is to be Khayelitsha •. Slogan: "No to 
Removals and Yes to Unity''. 
Speakers are to include: Dr Boesak, speakers from Khayelitsha, 
Mgwali, CAHAC etc. 
The National Officers must develop guidelines for discussion at the 
next N.E.C. meeting. · 
The.National Secretariat was requested to put removals on the agenda 
of its next meeting. 
It was agreed in principle to employ a full-time person to address 
the question of removals. 
Regions must consider the possibility of sending small volu11teer 
groups to work in areas ~ffected by removals. 
The National Secretariat must take the task of organising a National 
and International Day of Focus or. Removals. 

CONSCRI£7I'ION 

The report from the Western Cape Anti-Conscription C~ssion was 
presented. This region is planning an Anti-Conscription Rally for 
June 17 1984. 

Natal, Transvaal and Border Regions are addressing the question of 
conscription. 

G.S. T. Af>ID FOOD PRICES 

It was noted that a campaign against the G.S.T and high prices had the 
capacity to take the Front beyond the August 22 Electio?s· It was accordingly 
decided: 

25.1 That the Front must- prepare a list of basic items (based on research) 
and couple a campaign around.this and G.S.T. 

25.2 TI1e National Publicity Secretary '\\~s asked to contact research units 
with a view to evolving a program of action. 

25,3 Regions must consult unions and ask them to participate in a joint 
campaign with the Front. -

25,4 . It was recommended that July 1, 1984 be a National Day of Focus on 
High Food l'rices and G.S,T, 

26, EDUCATION 

27, 

Regions gave reports on how they handled the crisis in schools. 
It was decided that a National Day of Solidarity with the people of 
Cradock must be organised and that is must be coupled with one of' t.lle 
d.a)'S re;fe1·.1eu to ealler. (The focus of· the Rally will be amongst 
others, a call for the release of the people.detained during the 
school crises) , · . . ·. · . . 

C!MPAIGN AGAINsr ·nm 'UDF 
. . . ~ . . .. r'·: .... :..· . • 

27.1 

27,2 

It was decided that a pre~s·~~~f~~~~!_~-;:~r~~sea by all regions to· · 
address the c;:ampaign that.'.~s.:aimiilg ·at ·cu.scredit~g· the UDF. 
The Publicity Secretary · . "•;' . . sheet on attacks 

,. ~~;;{~.-~-~:}.~~-;~. ;~~. ?·. _ on the Pront, and ~e · on 7 June 1984 •. -
~ "*'F r 

~:·f,r.?::i:·:-~::_; ·'- ,._ -~. ·; .·. ·_'.··:'·."· 
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28. 

29. 

30. 

2i.3 The Front must produce a publication clarifying the· position of the 
Front, in the light of this campaign. 
Noting the bias fa the Ilanga Editorial on UDF/Inkatha Relations, 
the N.E.C. asked the National Publicity Secretar1 and President 
Archie Gumede to respond to the editorial comment. 

· Regions were requested to ask their affiliates or members of these. 
affiliates to write letters to the Editor of Ilanga Newspaper 
defending the position of the Front, in particular the decision not 
to meet Gatsha and his Inkatha. 

27. 6 The Western Cape Regian was mandated to instruct lawyers in tenns 
, of pamphlets discrediting the Front, as well as various matters needing 

legal opinion. 

ROLE OF ISRAEL IN CISKEI 

The Border Region was asked to make the details of Israeli involvement in 
strengthening Ciskei, available to the National Publicity Secretal)r. 

NEXT N.E.C. MEETING 

The next N.E.C. meeting must be canbined with a National Workshop for/7 

N.E.C. members. · 

CLOSURE 

'The meeting closed on Stmday, Jwe 2, at 14-00 hrs. 
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( 

~.!--. •. ·.·. · .• __.-. 

A. -PREAMBLE 

This is the second NEC session this year. It is also the first since the official 

launch of the Million Signature Campaign four months ago. At that stage many of 

our regions were still paralysed by the tensions generated by the debates of the 

December conference and the issue of the referendums for the Indian and Coloured 

communities. To a large extent these tensions have now dissipated especially ~ 

much of our attention has been focussed on the M.S.C. lately. It will be a major 

task of this N.E.C. to make an assessment of the M.S.C. and on the basis of 

regional reports which will be ~abled during this session, give definite guide­

lines to our anti-election campaign and lay some general basis for work in the 

(-·. post-election period. Additional to matters of daily activities of the Front, 

this session must evaluate such issues as the education crisis, the implications 

of P.W. Botha•s trip, Nkomati accord and the secret land deal between South Africa 

and Swaziland. 

B. MILLION SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN 

To date, four months after its launch, this campaign has yielded only an appro­

ximate two hundred thousand signatures leaving us with a staggering figure of 

eight hundred thous~d signatures still to be collected within the next two 

months. Going by our performance so far it may be said that if in four months 

we collected two hundred thousand signatures in the remaining two months we 

shall add another one hundred thousand only. If this is indeed so we are d 

in a crisis. In these circumstances we must take a fresh look at ourselves. 
"'- •. 

... 

C. ANTI-ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

When we started the Million Signature Campaign we said that in part it would lay 

the foundation for a vigorous anti-election campaign. Now, ten weeks away from 

the election date, and given our level of performance in the M.S.C. we decide on 

the best course to take. In this regard this session must find ways of and commit 

itself to active forms of generating a lively campaign to boycott these elections. 

Room must also be found to tie in the activities of other extra-parliamentary 

groupings that are without the Front •. In some areas where the ~ront has not yet 

consolidated itself, and where there are groupings that'~~-willing to take up .. 
\the campaign but would not like to be id~n~ified w~th the· Front, it may be 

I necessary for us. to consider some anti-el~ction& ~ad··_.hoc sbouctures in the interest 
. .· ... 

)Of unity in action. . -: ,~- =~] ~;:{~1~i¥Gi;,pft 
·." ~ ~..:; ·.,..r,..:.,:.:. '.ii,;;:M.iJ±£~"1;("~·:=it;·,'l.rtree:l·: .. 

. .. '.'~,;iJil1it~[~ .. 2/ .•...•• 
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Perhaps M.S.C. and the anti-election campaign are matters of a do or die nature 

for the Front. The Front was formed specifically to oppose the so-called New Deal. 

If we fail to scor~ success at the level of these campaigns what reason do we 

have to justify our continued presence on the S.A. political scene? 

D. THE STATE OF THE FRONT ... 

c 

. ........_ _. 

It is nine months since we launched the Front and whilst we have boasted of six -hundred organisations and approximately 1.5 million membership the practical 

question of keeping these affiliates together a~d pro~erly co-ordinated proved 

'J1 to be more complex. And yet this is the test of the strength of the Front. /) 

of the insight into every region will be revealed by regional reports. All we ~ 

do here is to give brief glimpses of the head office. 

1.1 all affiliat~ fairly active within area committees •. Greater Durban 

and Pietermari tzburg are ahead of other Natal areas. 

1.2 Inkatha is major obstacle in this region, but Front is able to hold 

its own in all communities and is gaining ground. 

1.3 Relations with unions not satisfactory. 

2. IIIESTERN CAPE 

3. 

2.1 Lively participation by affiliates is reflected in the M.s.c; 

figures. Head office has however observed periodic lapses between 

some of the areas and some affiliates. 

2.2 This region has penetrated deep into rural and platteland areas. 

2.3 Relations with unions fair. 

TRANSVAAL 

3.1 Minimal co-ordination between affiliates and R.E.C. and, among 

affiliates themselves. All this ~s reflected by performance in 

the M.S.C. 

3.2 Administratio~ of this region is very disturbing~ 

3.3 Some measure of contact with rural areas particularly Northern 

Eastern Transvaal has been made •.... · ... 
. . 

3.4 Lapses of contact between areas.ar~ observab~e . .ad at times r-

to lack f 

// 

.. 
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4. EASTERN CAPE 

Nat:..il ..,-.4.1 .-.:: A£f'iliates in some areas are strong and active in the M.S. C. but 

5. 

in other areas we are very weak. 

4.2 R.E.C. has very irregular meetings and this leaves the regi_on without 

guidance and also affects the efficiency of the R.G.C. ~·· ~. :_.:. :· .. -;·- ·:. 

4.3 Affiliated unions in this region fairly weak and stronger unions 

still distant from reach. 

4.4 

BORDER 

5.1 

5.2 

5.3 

5.4 

This region lacks resources but has potential. 

There are a number of strong area units which show growth potential. 

Affiliates are faced with heavy repression. Strong trade union 

links have been forged. 

There are very strong links with rural communities. 

Poor resources and media are its urgent problems. 

6 •. ORANGE FREE STATE 

6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

6.4 

There are no affiliated org~isations except COSAS but support for 

UDF is abundant. Youth Congresses supportive of the Front on the 

increase. In Bloemfontein, Manyany? Youth Congress and Thaboy Youth 

Congress in Welkom. 

Region lacks resources and there is little publicity. 

Such unions as NUM, {Cawusa and Naawu are moving into this region. 

Labour Party is ~oving in too. 

-
Heavy repression takes the form of confiscation of publications, 

T-shirts, assau~t on activists and raids on homes of suspected 

sympathisers and supporters. 

7. NORTHERN CAPE 

7.1 We have about nine or ten affiliates in this region based mainly 

in rural and semi-rural reas. 
•'. 

7.2 Interim structure of UDF in existence. 

7.3 

:t ;7.4. Full-time regional ~,;~i~:?i':I\/:i~;;:l:. -,. 
7.5 - · Region in dire need 

. ... · ,.. ~ - '4/ ....... . 
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Over and above all this there are areas such as Northern Transvaal and Northern 

Natal where rudimentary work has begun and must be intensified. Then, there are 

also areas such as Transkei, Gazankula, Venda, large parts of-Bophutatswana and 

Qwaqwa which still remain virgin territories to the United Democratic Front. We 

must remind N. E. C. that with the intensifica ;_on of the forced removals programme 

these areas will increasingly demand our attention. 

E. REMOVALS 

The system of fcLccd removal~ and violent uprooting of families all over the 

country' is intensifying. To date ove~ 3,~ million people have been resettled 

(according to the Surplus Peoples Project (S.P.P.)). Dr. Koornhof ~~~ounced 

in parliament recently that the programme of removals shall have been completed 

by 1988. This announcement indicates clearly that the S.A. government will 

( stop at nothing in its pursuit of the policy of uprooting families. 

F. 

l' <' 

~- ·,r - . 
·.,,·:...· .. ·.-

The following are some of the areas facing the threat of being removed:--

Cross Roads in Cape Town, Huhudi in the Northern Cape, Leandra and Kwa-Ngema 

in the Transvaal, .Mgwali in the Border and Warwick and Inanda in Natal. The 

people of Mogopa have already been moved. They are now in a place called 

Pachsdraai. In Natal St. Wendolin's Mission and Lamontville are facing the 

threat of being incorporated into the Kwa-Zulu Bantustan. 

Although the Front has a limited presence in these areas, we have not done 

enough. We must begin to intervene in a more systematic way. 

EDUCATION 

There is a deepening crisis in the country today. Conditions similar to those 
-

which preceeded the 1976 uprisings are unfolding very rapidly. To date 29 000 

students have been affected by the crisis in schools and universities. 

The University of Transkei has been closed down. Six schools in Pretoria 

affecting 6 000 students have been closed dowq until the end of the year. In 

Bloemfontein one student was shot. He later escaped assassination by people 

suspected to be security police. In Vryburg 18 students were convicted and 

given 10 cuts each. 20 students have been arrested in Pretoria. In Cradock 

about 22 people were arrested. Six of them have been charged with intimidation ~ 

and public violence. Amongst those detained is the leadership of the Cradock 

Residents Association an arfiliate ~f :th~ l!DF~ ?--~.f;_',·~ _!.; : •. '·-·. 

-~-- •·- ~-.~?~ .. ;-~--·-:: :·::;..~:;:;::_.'t.f.=;;:~l .. 
.. :. .. 
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. -~ ... : 
- ---- _ ... :.. ...... -·· _ ___:__ .... 

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2017. 



.. 

f 

( 
\ 

.• 
On Tuesday 29th May 1984, students in almost all universities boycotted classes 

in response to the call by the Azaso to_gbserve a National Day of Solidarity 

with students affected by-the closure of schools • 
. . ~ 

This N.E.C. meeting must develop an approach to this question. 

F. GENERAL SALES TAX AND FOOD PRICES 

This,year the S.A. government has unleashed a heavy attack on the standard of 

living of the people with the increase to ten percent of G.S.T. and, the 

lr1Crcase on m&ize prices :1.'1d other basic food!'li::1.Jf':fs. Some consumer organisation 

have already emerged around the price increases. Unions - F.osatu in particular 

had already called for the scrapping of G.S.T. on certain basic foodstuffs. 

Whilst the government seems to have responded positively to this call, it has 

ensured however, that it recovers this loss through its massive 66,6% G.S.T. 

increase in one year. 

The Front, in.order to increase its relevance, must begin to seek ways of 

addressing itself to some of these concrete problems affecting thousands of its 

supporters. We must in this N:E.-c.: meeti~g:..look.~critically into the extent 

to which our affiliates are taking up the price increases. We must take the 

initiative in terms of opposing the G.S.T. and examine the possibility of deve­

loping consumer structures or strengthening the existing ones. 

G. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

1.1 PUBLICITY 

Since the last N.E.C. meeting at least four people have been abroad to do 

work for the Front. Support for the Front is growing abroad. Extensive 

amount of publicity work has been done during ~he last six weeks. 

The "Let Live" Prize awarded to the Front on May 27, 1984 has given a boost 

to our publicity work at that level. 

1:·2 REBEL BRITISH LIONS TOUR 

The position of the Front was presented to support groups on the matter. 

A letter was written to the SANROC expressing UDF's opposition to the tour. 

1.3 NEW ZEALAND REBEL TOUR 

A letter was sent to Halt All Rugby TourS· (~T) ·stating the view of the UDF 

on the impending tour by the New Zealand rugby team. . . - . . ' .. .. 

.; -. 6/ ••••••••• 
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2. ACCORDS 

The Nkomati Accord has been concluded and secret negotiations for the 

I excision to Swaziland of part of the South African land are going on . 

I between P.W. Botha and the Swazi government. Resistance on the part 
i 
1 of the people of ka Ngwane is building up. 
I 

( 

3. BOTHA .. S "CRUSADE" 

P.W. Botha has gone abroad to sell his so-called reform and his illusory 

peace initiatives for Southern Africa. Efforts have been made by the 

national office to present the position of the Front on tne tri~. 

message has been telexed to organisations and major newspapers. 

The Nkomati and the Swaziland Accords and, P.W. Botha's trip abroad are 

burning political questions with possible implications for the Democratic 

Movement in our country. For this reason we would like, even at this late 

hour, to impress upon this N.E.C. the need to address itself to these 

questions and to emerge out of this meeting with a clear UDF position. 

The N.E.C. must for instance consider a national campaign against the 

land deal between Swaziland and the South African Government. This is 

a national question which the Front must not leave to the Ka Ngwane 

Bantustan to handle alone. A definite recommendation in this regard must 

be made. 

H. RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

I; 
;f 

/ li 
'~ ll 

ll 
'' 

"'·· ' .. 
- - -

The Front must through its National and Regional offices intensify its efforts 

to establish and to strengthen links with organisations still not part of it. 

Every region must begin to actualise its commitment to the broadening of the 

Front. Faced with the mammoth task of collecting a million signatures and engagin 

in an effective boycott of the tri-cameral elections within the next 10 months, 

to win the support of these organisations is very crucial. 

Over the last seven months several meetings have been held between the UDF and 

unions that are not affiliated yet.·· Most of the Unions approached (by the UDF) 

indicated their willingness to co-operate in some campaigns of the UDF, including 

the M.S.C. 

However, no vigorous follow-up has been mad~ by the Front. Fresh efforts need ~ 

to be made with regard to strengthening relationships between the Front and the 

unions and, other organisations. . . . . . ·'. ·:...... . ... ~ . . .. 

- .... " 
- . • .. ·. . .... . .... ·-...... . · .• , ......... ~ .. ~--.· .. :-.-.1·.··.···, . -

7/ ••••••••••• . > ]' ;::';::-~;~:~ ~~- "' . ·_ 
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l: CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE FRONT 

The S.A. Government has effectively applied military, economic and political 

pressure on its neighbours. It has forced them to sign sham peace pacts. 

The focus is now shifting to the internal opposition. The UDF seems to be 

its prime target in this regard. 

The nin~ (9) pamphlets distributed throughout the country during the last 2 

weeks alleging that the UDF is an ANC Front, and also urging people not to 

support the M.S.C., the harassment and detention of UDF activists throughout 

the country (particularly in Bloemfontein), the refusal of passports to the 

leadership of the Front, the th~eats of a banning order to the president of 

the Border Region, the banning of the UDF publications and those of institu­

tions supporting its programmes, and the intimidation of churches and other ::52 

bodies showing willingness to provide venues for the UDF public meetings, 

indicate clearly the growing intolerance on the part of the state towards 

the Front and its preparedness to undermine the work and success of the UDF. 

On the other hand the allies of the state who are frustrated by the work of 

the UDF, such as Sebe and his green beretts, Mangope and Buthelezi are now 

becoming more vicious and ruthless in dealing with the leadership and the 

supporters of the Front. THe banning of our affiliates in Kwa-Zulu, the 

attack on one of our presidents Cde. A. Gumede by the Inkatha supporters, 

the dismissal of our activists from their teaching posts by Mangope and continued 

harassment of the workers of the Front by Sebe are glaring examples of growing 

intolerance and assault on the Front from these quarters. 

This N.E.C. meeting must begin to think seriously on how to respond in this 

connection. 
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RfJUU (f 11'\TIUV\1.. EXEMIVE f.ffilt«:i (U.D.F .) I£.D al 1ST IVfJ 2KJ \ 
Jtl[ 1~ AT CPJ'E TOfl 

aJ6TITUTial: 

1te constttutloo of the l{ltiooal UDF has bea1 redraw1. A ~Y 
trermf will be forwa~ tn a II regloos tn the next oo (2) 
~. 01ce It has bea1 arpi'Th'ed by the varloos QE!leral C001CIIS 
It will be arpi'Th'ed by the l{ltlooal fxeo.Jtlve for ratl ftcatloo at 
tre next l{ltiooal G:reral Cardll-'eetlrq. my affiliate wlshlrq 
tn Inspect the constlb.Jtlcn nay dJ so at the U.D.F. offices, 
Eo.lTenlcal Centre, 20 :;t. lo::lre.ot's Street, !llrban. 1te 
constltutloo will lie for lmpectloo at these offices. 

MILLIUI SIG"'Trn£ CJ'WAIGI 

twroxinately ThQ fUI1lED NO TIHRTY TillJSIVV (2)) (XX),OO} 
sig1at.ures have bea1 collect8l natlooally. 1te breal<.cb.n Is as 
follCMS :-

\-€s te m Cape ~ (XX),OO 
j 

~ 

Transvaal 40 (XX),OO 

~l3tal 40 (XX),OO 

Eastern Cape 20 (XX),OO 

ibrilir 30 (XX),OO 

Others 10 (XX),OO 

1te tbtiooal Executive ~icB:I that In vtB<~ of ·the fact that the 
pt.blict ty secretary has naoo several press ai'TOil:BTB1ts that the 
sig1c3b.Jres will be collected before the electloos has u~ all 
regioos tn in tens! fy the efforts to collect the mi I lim 
sig1c3b.Jres. It ts confl<blt that wt th the crnblned arrl sustained 
efforts of all regloos ard affiliates the targ!t will be reached. 
Affiliates ard areas are requested to Intensify their drives for 
sig1c3t.ures arrl to Insure that all slg1ab.Jres collected are harded 
In at the UDF offices. 

NITJ ELECTHI'l CA'-PAHJI 

TilE! constlb.Jtioo affects all ~th Africans. 1te opposltloo to 
tllE'! electioos JIUSt involve all ~ Africans. All affiliates are 
requested to disruss the anti electloo 0Y1pai91 arrl ~st to! 
t!J?y can contribute to the anti electloo Ciflllaigl. It was agreed 
that IIBSS rallys to dan::nstrate cqosltloo to the electloos as 
~II as celwratlrq the first amtversary of the UDF stoold be 
held In all centres oo the weekerd of the 18th ard 19th of fu}Jst 
1c:61. Affi Hates are requested to stqJest Ideas for Ye"l.eS, 
speakers ard the content of rally at the next QE!leral C001Ctl 
rreetlrr;J. 

fW?ASS<U~T I ... 
J 

' ' 
A f·//1.''1 / 
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HARASSi4ENT 

UDF supporters and members of affiliates who are being harassed 
all over the country. It was jeclded that all acts of harassment 
should be reported to the JDF office and If possible press 
publicity should be obtained. Affiliates are also requested to 
write to the press protesting at such harassment. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

LIVE LET LIVE PRICE (FREEOON PRICE) 

The UOF was awarded this prize by the Swedish Labour Movement. 
This award was made to Mr. Murphy Morobe who accepted the prize on 
behalf of the UDF. This price was awarded to the UOF because It 
has been recognised by Sweden as promoting principles enshrined 
In the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights thereby 
contributing to the struggle for democracy peace and justice. 

ENGLISH AND NEW.ZEALAND RUGBY TOUR 

The pubilclty secretary has ~rltten letters to the team touring 
South Africa and to the New Zealand Prime-Minister expressing our 
opposition to such tours. 

P W VISIT 

The UDF has sent a telex to British Newspapers expressing 
oposltlon to the P II VIsit and will be writing to Western 

"• Governments expressing our opposl tlon to the tour and to the 
government's policies. 

HOUSING CONFRENCE 

Dlakonla has agreed to host a planning conference which will plan 
and determine an agenda for the National Housing Conference. 
Secretaries for the various regions will revert to the Natal 
Secretaries to advise wheher It would be possible to hold such a 
planning conference. 
EVALUATION! 1 ~·~ ~r :l··~ ~··~· .. 1 , 'J tr:ur,_.~· 
:I,., u·.i'' ( ': ·i!· ~ ''l '·'. I" . '. I I ._,., . ''·'I "I UJ ·r; )!; - - 1 

. I 

Many of the questlonnalr;e forms are stlll.outstandlng. Those 
affiliate~' l whCi'' 'have not .. colnpleted, 'th(!ir· questionnaire are 
requested to complete them and leave. them at ,lhe uo~.orrlces. 
Affiliates' are also requested to come with tlear"propbsals.as to 
h6w the'ev~luetlon programme Is lobe continued and.flnalisell.· 
J· I· ·.. ' 

4
:-• .. : • I 1 •l 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
,'j '\I. 

The UOF Regional Executive Ccmmlttee.was elected on the 14th May 
1984! It has been In offlte for over a year •. Affiliates are 
reqJested t6 suggest 11hen thr. nellt Annu~l. Genl!ral Meeting shOuld 
15e held. 

FINANCE/ ... ', .. 
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F lllANCE 

Dlakonia has contrDuted the sum of R250,00 as its affiliation 
fees.;., Affiliates u~ requ.asted tc emultte thl~ exempl4ry ucti9n 
~y.DI~k?nla ~~ mo~e{ !~ ~~~entl~ ~~cded,,, ' 

REi~OVALS 
, ' ' ~' 1 ,' ~ ~ I I ' , I , 

This is a matter .nich has been di~cussed on many occasions at 
all levels ·of· the' 'JOF. HowevEr affiliates are requestt!d to 
dlscuss, .. the 1 matter~ in part'lculjr what forrns of ac~ion the UDF 
can engage in to ! ~Jpose remova Is •1 Aff i 11 a tes 4 re r~ques ted to 
make •speci fie concret;·'and· practlql suggestions • . ,,\ c., r ,, : .... I' 'II'J J. ', 1(.1.'1 

' I 

The next General C:Jncll Meeting will be held on Wednesday the 
13th June.'1984 at 5.3: p.m. at the Ecumenical Centre. 

(,·f.l!. I ! 
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Su.uimary •f NEC Meeting held en 1/2 June 1984 I • 0 

fJt··tV C4 
TVL NEC MEMBERS PRESENT : M. Chikane 

p. ·paloojee 

G. l>uPlessis 

M. Valli 

A. Mokoena 

1. Working Principles 

Draft amendments to the constituti~n be circul~t~d tc all regions for conside­

ration before the next NEC meeting. 

2. 18/19 August Rallies 

(~ It was decided !llhat Andimba Toivo. Ja Toiv~ would address the Tr~aal rally. 

3. Joint Planning Councils 

It was agreed that these would be established in all regions in order to plan 

and co-ordinate a joint campaign ~ainst the new constitution. 

4. International Relations 

5-

C.: 

6. 

A letter is to be written to Samora Machel and other Frontline States respond­

. ing to the claim froii within the MozQmbican govertment that ours is a struggle 

for civil rights. 

National Housing Conference . - ---- -·-· --·. 

The national officers were requested to convene a plannjng committee meet'ing 

for this purpose_. 

Restructuring· of UDF ·· -

6.1 A committee of 3 is to be appointed by the Publicity Secretary in order 

to assist with information and re~earch. 

A full-time Office Administrator would be employed for the head-office. 

The administration, telephone lines, etc. of the TVL office is to be 

seperated from the head office. 

Labour U"nit - B. NAIR and K. NDLOVO to be asked to undert..:ke labour 

.relations together with one of the national officers. 

Rural Organisers Rural organisers would be employed by the NEC as and 

C. when funds permit. 

7. co.nt ••• / P-.ge 2 
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UDF- (TVL) . 
-Summary •r NEC Meeting held en 1/2 June 1984 

TVL NEC MEMBERS PRESENT . M. Chik-.ne . 
c • Saloojee 

• G. DuPlessis 

M • Valli 

A. Mokoena 

i. working ?.rincipl~£ 

Draft amendments to the consti~~tion be circul~ted tc all regions for conside­

ration before the next NEC meeting. 

2. 18/19 August Rallies 

('~It was decided ~at Andimba Toivo Ja Toivo would address the TrailliVaal rally. 

3. Joint Planning Councils 

It was agreed that these would be established in all regions in order to plan 

and c&-ordinate a joint campaign against the new constitution. 

4. International Relations 

A letter is to be written to Saaora Machel and ether Frontline States respond­

ing to the-claim froa within the ~zambican govertment that ·ours is a struggle 

for civil rights. . 

5. National Housing Conference 

C' The national officers were requested to convene a planning committee meeting--- -

for this purpose. 

6. Restructuring of UDF 

@1K\~ 6.1 A committee of 3 is to be appointed by th~ Publicity Secretary in order 

to assist with information and re~earch. 

6.2 A full-time Office Administrator would be employed for the head-office. 

6.3 The administration, telephone lines, etc. of the TVL office is to be 

seperated from the head office. 

Labour lfni t B. NAIR and K. NDLOVO to be asked to undertue labour 

relations together with one of the national officers. 

Rural Org-.nisers 

when funds permit. 

Rural organisers would be employed by the NEC ~ and. 

7. cont •• • j P;;.ge 2 ~ 

.. 
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An amount •f RSOOO,OO was allocated to the Transvaal :region. 

It was agreed that monies ewing by Transvaal to the National Treaau:ry 

would be deducted f:rom the next NEC allocation. 

·All :regions are to submit Inceme and Expendi tu:re Accounts within the 

the next two week~ to the Nati•nal Treasurers • 

The N.Tvl would be financed by the NEC. 

8. Broadening of UDF 

Each :regi~n is :requested to:-

~. Compile a li~t of affiliates. 

b. Visit all affiliates. 

9. CST and Rising Food P:rice~ 

Regions to discuss the po~sibility of a campaign against the increase in GST 

and the :rpice of food. Regions are to also discuss the possibility of declaring 

1 July 1984 a DAY OF PRAYER in this regard. 

10. Education Crises 

It was decidad that all :regions should focus on the crises in Cradock. 

11. General 

11 .1 The Transvaal REC was :requested to address the matters concerning the 

appearance •f one of its members on SATV. 

11.2 It was :ruled by_ the- NEC--that H.::Barnabas' membership pf the Tvl REC cease 

(~; as be is n• lenge:r a member of an affiliate of the F:ront • 
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r D F N A T I C ~ P L E X E C U T I V E 
r: h. P E T c ~.T N • 

R E P 0 R T • 

Represented : All Regions 

~ 01..(_~) 
M E r T I ~- G : 1-2 : 6 :'84 

· Chairing: Archie Gumemede, Cde Co- Presidemt 

Preamble ---
~ Much as it would h~ve been desired , and ?S such it had been planned 

that all UDF-BORDER NEC membe~s go to this meeting this ·could not be 
due to trcnsportation arrangements which f~iled. The car to be used 
on this trip f~iled to function. The result hereof wcs taht the 
Secretory, Sabelo Ndzuta, had to be flown to eape Town on the mornin0 
of the meeting , Friday the 1st. Hewas joined on Saturday by Cde Steve 
Ts·hwete, who flew in fl.!Dm another commitment in Johannesburg • 

. 
UDF-Eastern Province was delayed and only arrived at the discussinn 
of the item, "Million Signature,campaign". 

The Meeting. 
Apologies : Various Cdes including those from this region. 
Correspondence: ·General secretary could not find list and this i tern 

skipped. 
Minutes; Taken as read since they were circulated to the regions. 
Matters arising: Constitution= Dfated by treasury and copies of draft 

to be circulated to regions for comment in time for the next 
A.G.M. where the constitution. shall be t~blcd for adoption. 

N.E.c. Mettings :Venue should be equidistant for regions 
! as much as possible. Blpe~ontein or Kimberley chosen as _ 
i 
·(,\.--------- most--sui'tacle pl"aces. General Secret?ry--to secure next. vcrme 

and draw out rooster for subsequent meetings. 
N.E.c. workshops: Date.and venue to be arranged by te 

General Secretary and should be after August 22. The 
main question will be where u.n.F. goes to after the 
tri-c~meral elections. 

U.D.F~ Officer's Report presented. 
Million Signature campaign ; NATAL - Reported taht campaign going on 

well. Interference by Inkatha violence. cannot reach some 
areas for fear of Inkatha~ To counter this a full-page 
advtert costing about R 3 000 placed with ILANGA. It 
is hoped that this will reach the Inkatha _areas. 
SIGNATURI:S COLLECT1D: 30 000 

.. 

23 ; •••••••• ··c~tcrr. c:;nr:. 
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·'c.:s:tc.:rrj Cc?pe; This region has c very intensive campaign rate:.On 
the 31.05.84 alone about 12 000 signatures were collected 
over a period of 3(three) hours at crossroads. This region 

(.~ is by far the most org;,niscd in many aspects. 

C· 

. c; 

SINGATURES COLLECTED : 85 000 
Transvaal : This region although the 0-!1€ with the best po.tential is 

plagued by nnmer~us problems. This is reflected' by the a· 

~ ammount of work done to-date. sowc.to remains untouched. 

Border 
SIGNATURES COLLECTED: 42 409 

No ammount of certainty over work done due to lack of proper 

co-ordination of work due in part to lakk of funds. Also 
palgued by problems. ELYCo. prnblem also affecting regions 
perfom nee. State repression also blamed. 
SIGNATURES COLLECTED: 30 000 
Decided ; the National Secretaries should come to regmon as 

a matter.· of urgency to sort out ELYCo problem. 
Cde Sabelo pointed out urgency of matter and 

called for quick action a~ this could have 
far-reqching consequences since, already names or 
~~c members were being mentioned in the dispute. 
Secretaries to come to region on Monday 4.6.84 
with view to seeing all ~ncerned partres. 

N.Cape :This unconstitued region also present. Reported scarcity of 
means. limitation on available activists. 
SIGNATURES COLLECTED : 6 500 

E. Sape; No proper co-ordin?tion. Things reported improving. 
SIGNATURES COLLECTED ; 17 000 

O.F.s. : This unconstituted region not represented. Gen. Sec. reported 
on progress here. 
SIGNATURES COLLECTBD : 3 500 

Decided; that despite the great deficit f~om the 1 mill target the 
should still remain a million and that more concerted effort 
be put into the campaign. Pointed out that no campaign can 
be protracted forever and all energies should be towards 
reaching the target soon and save DUF'~ name here and abroad • 

Tri-cameral elections : 
Need for-i. Positive Action 

ii.common stand(boycott~ 
iii.common events on a national sc~le. 

. . . . . 

.. 

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2017. 



- ............ ~--.<r".;..:·~-"~-:.::_..,g_.;-· ~·.-.:,·.::--_.... ..... _ .. -----------·1.-..'-.sc:~·-··-·---.:..-_._~. ~--~;..._ _______ ..... _ .. _: __ .:....._..;._ ... ~~--'"----......_ ...... -.-------

,r·. 
\.;. 

0 

!~ ' .. 
\.j 

.. 

w~~kcnd of 18th and 19th August chosen as one for National Action 
against tri- cameral elections. All regions to have functions on this 
weekend. 
Decided; i. Cdc Herman Toivo ja Tiovo to sp~ak in soweto on this 

weekend. 
ii; statement to be issued re-affirming our boycott stand on 

the coming elections • 
iii. Joint planning council made up of Nat Sees and some tran 

Transvaal Cdes to plan strategies. 

iv. Attendance at participapating parties' meetings left open 
but encouraged. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: Cdc Seloojec ,Mohamedand Morake had been 

overseas. Reported contacts with high ranking gorvenrnent 
officials in several countries like sweden,Bri ttain, v7es t 
Germany, America and canad?.. Also seen officials of many 
org~nisations. Also held several press conferences to 
fill an obviGus gap in publicity work' overseas about UDF. 

Frontline States : The Swazi activities outlined. Secretaries 
To visit • Kangwane' and assess potential for mobilization. 
Also promote mil1. sig. camp. while thre. The guiding prine­
ple is that W€ cannot let a piece of our land be given 
away. 

Nkomati: v7ri te to all frontline states and clearly outline what 
our analysis of our struggle is. This is to rebut the 
ideas of the Machel and simmilar governments· that ours 
is a civil rights campaign. Only those inside can define 
the s trugle. 

.. -··-----·----- -

Botha 's masquarade: lrlri te to all heads of state he visited 

National 
Including the pope and comndemn the visits. 

Housi~~ £?~renee~ Should get ideas from the r~ions tftd"-/b<-
. ·¥f'(J!- --, ~ 14-r .:.<.,t&- - =t'e-->--J~ -.<?"- ; .. ~-h.~ - ~,:.,.~e.-

as to when a planning conference can be 3nd get back to 
Cde. Junus within ten doys .F'u.nd.··s and venue already available: 
and if not used soon might fall aw~y. 

Restrucruring: committee to assist in research to be set up by Pub 
Sec. Person to man office and co-ordinate its work appo~nted 
in principle. 

Labour unit: People to be ~ecifically entrusted with relations 
labour movement to be nominated. 

National Organiser: Same as under 'restructuring'. Applications from 

.• ,.. -- ··., ~ - ..... ~ . . - ... 
.-.. .. \ .... _,_ ..... _ . . ... - .· 
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:-:J.T~l OY'g:::-r.iscr :Agreed to :1ave them appointed for each region as 

soor. c.s funds permit. One Apointed for N.cap0. 
Nation~l Office: ~oported that Tvl has maa~sivc debts owed the natioal 

office. Have not payed rental or- phone since Oct.'8_3. Last 
telephone ace. for Tvl and National office ammounted to 
R1 $ 00 • No satisfactory explanation given. Rental for TVl 
R6o.oo Per month and responsible for half telephone bill 

per agrec:ment ,.Ji th national office.· 
Decided :i.TVl arrange rental directly with SACC. 

i i .Only one line be left and that t:o be: lockecl.i·or 

use by n~tional office only. 
iii.Tv~ pay b?ck all its debts. Theses be deducted f 

from their grant and distributed equBlly among 
the regions • 

Pat. : Not employed by national office. If employed Tvl's 
responsibility. 

I 

Finance : Statements of previous grants to be submitted within two 
weeks. 
Travel to NEC the responsibility of regions. 

Stated by Border= .There is a need to assess our ideas on 

. 

state and extent of regions and our 
categorising them into Major, Intermediae, 
Minor and Unconstitut~d • Funding shuold 
be directe~ at achieving higher operational 

levels rather than maintaining status qu o. 
Endorsed by meeting. 

(> 
~~------·- - -

Grants . National Office R10 000 

Transvaal (M.R.) 8 000 

NatC~l ( ") 8 000 

ltl. Cape ( :t ) 8 000 

E. Cape (I .R ) 3 000 

Border (Mnr .R •) 2 000 

N. cape (U.R ) 2 000 

Code of conduct : Reported by Cde. Mokoena that there are racial 
slanderg in the Tvl mainly directed at people like him • 
Also accused NEC of abdicating its responsibility in 
not assisting in the growth e.nd development of RHC. 
Also accused Natal of being anti spread of RMC and · 
its development imto a national orga~~n. 

~ 5/. o. P.cplied •••• 
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Rcplied:i. That such slandering is endemic in th0 st~ugglc. 

only soiution is programmes for political education 
as these arc often occassioncd by differential levels 
of politicisation. These should be dealt with at 
regional level not at NEe. 

ii. Development of RMC not responsibility of NED but rather 
of P~C itself and NEC can_only be held responsible if 
such development has been discussed at NEC level and 
a formal decission taken thereon., UDP cannot impose 
itself over activities of affilliatcs c:xce:?t by 

invitation. Pointed out that it is necessary to 
approach the right people when moving into an area 
to ensure maximum suport of effort by all progressive 
forces. TVl RECto look into problems of TVl and sort 
them out. 

Motlana•s interview with SABC-TV : Tvl to handle this matter 
in line with NEC resolution on SABC-TV 

saawu : Barnabas no longer member of Tvl REC since he no 
longer represents Saawu. 

NEC Decissions : Not all can be c~rried unifromeay by all regions 
due to subjective realities. 
Should point-out those that are mcjor and take them 
up on a National basis • 

state of affiliates: Regions to-
i. Supply list and strength of affiliates. 

ii. contact all affiliates throgh visits by Secretaries 
of regions~ 

iii; fill in a uniform questionare to be compiled by 
pub. sec. . 

Labour Federation : Will get recommendatfmns on this from Labour 

Uni t(UDF) . 
Alternative Media; Investigate the existance of progressive media 

in each region. 
Removals and Relo~ations : No strategy to combat this available at 

UDF. This deplorable • 

Decided: i. RGC 's to ponder on action oriented pr-ogrms. 
ii. All platforms; local ~,national and 

internotional must be used to nighlight the 
situation. 
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iii. Possibility of decalaring a't~gwaliD?y 1 • 

iv. Programmer for resistance to b~ appoited 
when funds permit. 

conscription: Anti-conscriptmon committees to be set-up in all regions. 
conscription to be infused into Anti-Election camp2ign. 
Rally at w.cape- Mithcll's palain on 17.06.84. 

G.s.T. and risimg prices : Research end programme of action to be 
wo'rkc.:d olllt by Research commi tee. 

01 .07. 84 : National Dey for focus on rising cost of 
living. 

Edu~ation C~sJ::s k..~.C:s <-~ ;D~~r:)=;m}.~ ... ~ !_~ ·R-'!~· ?~~~?:_d only be 
~~~c>'7,·o_.. monitored closely as it has a potential of erupting. 

Repression : comprehensive document to be worked by Pub Sec on 
on all forms of c.tt~ck on UDF. This to be disp~tched to all 
regions and press conferences be held on Thursday07.06.84 
in ?11 regions. 

Inkatha ; Article in Il~ngr.(reverse page of U~F advert) read.UDF 
accused of splitting forces of resistance by not talking to 
Ink?-tha. Copy of-letter sent to Gntsha to sent to newspaper 
with open lettee rebutting newspaper's allegations.Have 
affiliates rabutting it through the writers column of that 
paper from all the regions • 

Banning : UDF small booklet issued in c.T. launch banned • 
Israel UDF-Border to prepare dossier on Israel's participation 

in Ciskei. 
Legal issues : Cape Town to tackle all legal matters affecting UDF. 

-Closure: National anthem sung • 
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-~·,.-··;·~ ;I:WfliW•I~I;Wl TO THE NEC 

1. GENERAL COUNCILS 
\.3 

Five Regional General Council Meetings have been held since the last NEC. 

These are now being held once a month. Attendance varies between 60% and 80%. 

2. SUB-REGIONS 

RGC had appointed a commission to investigate the state of sub-regional struc­

tures and to make recommendations with regard to their status. The following 

recommendations were accepted: 

All existing sub-regional structures to be given full voting rights and 

allowed delegates at G.C. 

That accredition be periodically assessed to ensure that sub-regions are 

maintaining and increasing their ability to reach people in their constituency 

3. RESTRUCTURING 

We have decided to democratise our existing structures to include the vast 

areas beyond the Peninsula (Rural Areas) in our decision-making process. We 

will now have an Executive Council consisting of the Western Cape Exec. reps. 

from each of our rural sub-regions. 

An added motivation is tha~~hrough such ongoing contact we can develop persons 

who have surfaced politically for the first time and lay a solid foundation 

for building sound political leadership in areas where organisation had not 

previously existed. 

4. RURAL AREAS 

The rural areas had been divided into 4 sub-regional structures, 2 of these 

(Boland and West 'coast) now have properly structured General Councils. 

The West Coast was launched at a mass meeting attended by + 800 people 

on 14 April. 

A workshop was held in the South Western Districts (Oudtshoorn) on 19 May 

where an ad hoc committee, consisting of individuals frem organisations as 

well as leading community figures, was ~stablished. The committee had committed 

·itself to work towards the establishment of a full fledged UDF structure within 

6 weeks. The weekend was concluded by a church service led by Dr. Allan Boesak 

the Sunday. ! 2 500 people attended the service. .. 
5. MILLION SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN 

We have erased the 86 000 mark. We believe that this was possible largely • 

because of the decision to divide our region into sub-regions which were each 

allocated a number of signatures to collect. 
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2. Blitzes need to be followed up by eg. Area mass meetings; 

3. Media around th~ M.S.C. must be stepped up; 

4. We should aim to round the campaign off by the end of June. 

6. ELECTIONS 

G.C. had agreed-that all org~isations hsould tailor their activities in such 

a way that it does not detract from an intensive anti-election campaign. All 

other organisational work should be suspended between June and August. 

All su~-regions will be having workshops to discuss an anti-election strategy 

in their areas. Representatives from these structures will then meet to 

synthesise the proposals and develop an overall strategy for the Western Cape. 

7. CONSCRIPTION (See report from Conscription Sub-committee) 

8. REMOVALS 

A'removals sub-committee had been set up. They will focus on the following: 

..... 

(a) Removals from Crossroads - Out of 43 000 residents only 6 000 are "legals" 

and will be moved to Khayalitsha. The rest will be moved to the bantustans. 

This process is likely.to start in July. 

(b) The government had finally announced that they indeed plan to relocate all 

residents of the existing African townships, in Khayalitsha. Because of 

the strong opposition, the government had announced that this is a long 

term plan which will be phased in gradually. They have however, abandoned 

Phase 2 and 3 of the planned New Crossroads development. All further 

developments in the-townships had also been stopped. 

The demands articulated thu~ far are:-

1. The abolition of the Homeland system and pass laws; ~ 

2. The abolition of the Coloured labour preferential policy; 

3. That existing land be used to build houses·; 

4. If that is inadequate, that houses be built from the boundaries of 

tne township and if it then needs to continue right up to Khayalitsha, 

then so be it. 

3/ •.....••••. 
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MEETINGS 

(a) A May Day rally was attended by approximately 3 000 people; 

(b) A mass meeting, to follow up a signature blitz, was held in Lavender Hill; 

(c) A meeting, aimed primarily at .the white areas, was held in the Claremont 

Civic Centre and was attended by approximately 1 000 people. International 

messages of support were received. 

10. LEGAL MATTERS 

(a) One of the group::s dic:trged for having a mcto:-cade. 

had been fined R50,00 each. They have appealed. 

(b) ·our appeal against the state's appeal which got the Supreme Court ruling to 

set aside the banning of the Rondebosch meeting, cancelled, is currently 

being heard. 

(c) Some members of our affiliates had been informed that charges were being laid 

against them for allegedly disrupting a P.C.P. meeting in Mitchell's Plain. 

(d) E. Moosa had been instructed to investigate a libel suit, to be laid against 

Rapport for publishing a letter where the UDF was linked to the ANC. 

11. MEDIA 

The following had been produced:-

(a). UDF News English/Afrikaans and English/Xhosa editions. 

(b) UDF Nuns Rural edition in Afrikaans only. 

(c) Pamphlet for West Coast sub-region launching. 

(d) Signature Campaign media 

"The Call": pamphlet used before blitzes, now out of print. 

Signature forms (most with Afrikaans and Xhosa translations on the back) 

Pre-blitz A5 flyer stating that we will be coming into an area to 

collect signatures. (Afrikaans, ENglish and Xhosa). 

Volunteers handbook. 

Poster 

UDF on high prices, G.S.T., wages.and the new deal pamphlet left with ~ 

those who had signed. 

4/ ........ . 
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In addition to this, most areas produce area specific pamphlets which 

link local conditions to the new deal. 

(e) Another 700 T-shirts with "Join a million Sign against Apartheid" on the 

back have been printed and sold. 

Total T-shirts sold thus far = 3 000. 

A further 2 T-shirts with the slogans "We won't go to Khayalitsha" and 

"Don't vote for Apartheid" will be produced. 

(f) 2 May Day buttons were produced by one of our sub-regions. 

(g) A pamphlet, a flyer, a sticker and a glossy brochure had been produced for 

May Day. 

(h) A poster and a pamphlet on prices/poverty was produced for churches. 

Most of these sub-regions organise blitzes at least fortnightly. In 

addition to these, joint blitzes are held in areas where little or no orga­

nisation exists and/or are too vast for sub-regions to cover. Three such 

blitzes have been held, in Heideveld, Elsies River and Mitchells Plain. 

(A fourth blitz, in Crossroads, took place yesterday.) 

An assessment workshop was held on 23 APril where the following proposals 

(subsequently endorsed by GC) were made: 

(1) Thorough training should be provided for UDF volunteers to ensure 

that our signatures collected are meaningful; 

.. 
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