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TELEGRAPH.

One Hundred Pounds, or be imprisoned, with or without hard labour,
for any period not exceeding six calendar months, or to both such fine
and such imprisonment.

11. The Court of the Resident Magistrate in whose county or division
any offence under this Law shall have been committed, shall have
jurisdiction to try such offence, but shall not be competent to punish
in any higher or more severe manner than by a fine not exceeding
Ten Pounds Sterling, or by imprisonment, with or without hard labour,
for any period not exceeding three months.

12. The superintendent of any line of electric telegraph, or any
person authorised by him, and acting on his behalf, shall be competent
to prosecute any such offender as aforesaid in the Court of the Resident
Magistrate for any offence committed against, or in respect of such
line of electric telegraph, without previously applying to, or being
authorised by, the Public Prosecutor; and all fines or penalties
recoverable under this Law, shall be paid to Her Majesty, her heirs
and successors; and, unless remitted, shall be applied to the use of
the Government of this Colony: Provided, that the Court inflicting
such fine or penalty may, in any case, award and direct any portion
thereof, not exceeding one-half, to be paid to any person or persons
who shall have given such information as may have led to the conviction
of any offender.

13. In any case where the owner of any land used by any electric
telegraph company, shall require said land, or any portion thereof,
to erect any building thereon, the said electric telegraph company, upon
one month’s notice in writing having been given to their manager or
secretary, or left at their principal officesin Pietermaritzburg or Durban,
shall, previous to the expiration of said month, remove, or cause to
be removed, the masts or poles erected, or the cords or wires buried
or laid, on the part or parts of the land so required as aforesaid, and
may erect masts or poles, or bury or lay the necessary cords or wires,
in their lieu or stead; and for the using of any land necessary to
replace the masts or poles, or bury or lay the cords or wires so removed,
the company are hereby invested with all the powers conferred on
them by this Law of originally using lands for these purposes, subject
to the conditions on them imposed, and provided that said masts or
poles shall be erected at a distance of ten feet at least from any dwelling-
house erected under this clause.

14. In any case where the occupier of any land used by any Electric
Telegraph Company shall be obstructed in the free use of any portion
of such land, by reason of the insufficient height of any such cord,
or wire, or line, above the surface of the ground, or by reason of the
insufficient depth at which any such cord, or wire, or line may be buried
beneath the surface of the ground, the said Electric Telegraph Company,
upon notice in writing having been given to their manager or secretary,
or left at their principal offices in Pietermaritzburg, or Durban, shall,
within one month from such notice having been given, raise or cause
to be raised to a sufficient height from the ground, not exceeding
fourteen feet, or bury, or lay, or cause to be buried or laid to a sufficient
depth below the surface of the ground, not exceeding two feet, such
cord, wire, or line traversing such portion of land.

15. Any person or persons authorised as aforesaid to construct
any line of electric telegraph, shall be, and are hereby bound and
required to fence around, or otherwise to protect, each and every pole
or mast, so that the same cannot be injured or thrown down by cattle
rubbing against the same; and further, to guard and protect said masts
or poles, or use such prevention, that said poles or masts cannot be

burned by fire, arising from burnin§ rass.
C access to information, University of Pretoria, 2017
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