
Arnold T h eiler died on the 24th July, 1936. 

With his death closes a ch apter in the history of veterinary 
science. 

When Theiler came to South Africa in 1891 very little was 
known about the veterin a ry problems peculiar to the sub-continent. 
Tropical veterinary science w as a subject as yet unborn. During 
the years w hich followed , Theiler, more than any other, helped to 
establish this branch of science a n d to create order where formerly 
there had been chaos. A nd b efore he died the majority of the 
problems which h e enco untered or formulated had, in the main, 
been solved; on others much light had been shed; to the solution 
o r elucidation of almost all of them Theiler h ad contributed. 

His publications cover wellnigh every field of veterinary science. 
I n the early years he in vestigated rinderpest, lungsickness, horse­
sickness, nagan a, equine piroplasm osis, and several other epizootic 
diseases of South A frican stock . 

Then, after the Anglo-Boer war, he settled down in his labora­
tory at Daspoort ; and the series o f Annual Reports of the Govern­
m ent Veterinary Bacteriologist (1903-1910) published during those 
years bear testimony to his incredible capacity for work, his versa­
tility and thorou ghness, and h is complete mastery of all the major 
veterinary problem s of South A frica. 

T hereafter, w ith his h eadq u arters in the more spacious and 
well-equipped laboratories at O n derstepoort, the majority of his 
publications appeared in the fourteen voluminous Annual Reports 
o f the Director of Veterinary R esearch ( 1911-1928). Here, again, 
the wealth of information conta ined in his scientific articles fills us 
with wonder and humility. 

Even after his retira l from office in 192 7, and indeed until his 
d eath, h e continued h is studies with unabated enthusiasm and 
brillia nce, adding m o numental contributions to the solution of the 
p roblem presented by the hitherto obscure group of osteodystrophic 
diseases. 

Theiler's publications w ill for ever stand as a monument to the 
m emory of a great man of scien ce. His passing has cast a gloom 
over the Institute which h e founded; but his spirit lives in the 
h earts and minds of those w h o had the privilege to know him and to 
work w ith him, and it is th eir ambition to emulate his high example. 

The Onderstepoort Journal o f Veterinary Science and Animal 
Ind ustry is the continuation of the two series of Annual Reports 
w h ich have b een m ention ed. M ay it follow in the paths trodden by 
Theiler and strive to u p h old the lofty tradition which his labours 
have estabiish ed. 
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