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Chapter 
08

The Final Design
Chapter 8 presents the final design 
for the Creative Conservatory 
Precinct, the culmination of the 
conceptual exploration and design 
development.

Figure 8.1
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339204 The Creative Conservatory

8.1_ Introduction

The final design resolution for the 
Creative Conservatory is the prod-
uct of the contextual analysis, theo-
retical investigations, programmat-
ic studies as well as the conceptual 
and design development illustrated 
in the document thus far. 

Note: 
All figures in this chapter are by the author.

Figure 8.2
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8.2_The Power of 10

8.2.1_Region
Inner city Johannesburg, previ-
ously the ‘uitvalgrond’

The theory of the Power of Ten 
states that a great public place of-
fers a variety of activities which 
overlap and generate energy (Pro-
ject for Public Spaces, 2016). The 
three scales of the theory are ex-
pressed in the final project as fol-
lows:

A region ought to have at least 10 
nodal destination

Inner city Johannesburg already 
has many destinations, and aims to 
develop further nodes with a focus 
on cultural activity, so as to drive 
the Cultural Capital identity (The 
City of Johannesburg, 2007). One 
such destination is Joubert Park, lo-
cated in the centre of the area once 
known as the Uitvalgrond. This dis-
sertation explores Joubert Park as 
an iconic public place and cultural 
node, building off the presence of 
JAG and by introducing further in-
terventions, such as the CC.

Figure 8.3
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8.2.2_Destination
The Joubert Park Precinct

A destination should have at least 
10 places

Within Joubert Park, there are var-
ious places with different qualities 
and possibilities, from JAG, to the 
bandstand and central fountain. 
With the introduction of the CC, 
the Conservatory Complex will be-
come an exciting creative place, in-
spiring activity and expression.

Figure 8.4
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8.2.3_Place
The Conservatory Complex

A place should offer at least 10 ac-
tivities, which are layered to create 
synergy

The Creative Conservatory offers 
a multitude of activities which are 
layered to create synergy. Activities 
build off the clustering of the crea-
tive events taking place within the 
Complex and the cross-pollination 
between the facilities as well as 
the formal and informal interaction 
with the community.

Figure 8.5
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8.3_Diagrams
8.3.1_ New & Existing Architecture 

The new architectural intervention 
of the CC (dark purple) frames the 
Conservatory heritage building 
(light purple) and the boundary of 
Joubert Park.

8.3.2_ Geometry & Ratios

The new CC building responds to 
the City grid, as seen in adjacent 
buildings and streets, and aligns 
with the original corner boundary 

of Joubert Park. The 9m column 
grid echoes the width of the herit-
age conservatory’s wings.

Figure 8.6 Figure 8.7
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8.3.3_ Access 

Access into the central Conserva-
tory Plaza is approached through 
primary, secondary, and tertiary 
access points.

8.3.4_ Programme Placement

The placement of the programmes 
discussed in Chapter 6 are indi-
cated on the diagram below, with 
indoor functions in purple and out-
door facilities in green.

Figure 8.8 Figure 8.9

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© University of Pretoria 



339210 The Creative Conservatory

8.4_ Plans
8.4.1_Site Plan

The CC site plan contextualises 
the CC in relation to the existing 
urban fabric (grey), Joubert Park, 
and Swanepoel’s proposed Urban 
Archive.

Figure 8.10
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The planted roof of the CC emerges 
from the Park creating a meander-
ing route along a secondary ground 
plane. The southern entrance onto 
the roofscape provides seating 
overlooking the Park and the play-
ground.

8.4.3_ First Floor Plan

The Creative Conservatory Knowl-
edge Centre’s meeting space opens 
up onto the roof terrace, which ex-
tends to the east, finally transition-
ing into the open air amphitheatre. 
People walking on the planted roof 
will notice indigenous flora and the 
fauna they attract. Skylights punc-
ture the roof emitting light into 
the blocks below. These skylights 
are designed to accommodate 
the weight of people walking over 
them.

Figure 8.11
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8.4.4_ Ground Floor Plan

The Creative Conservatory defines 
the corner of Joubert Park and 
its spatial planning is arranged in 
blocks, each fulfilling a different 
programmatic function. Each block 
will be discussed in detail in this 
chapter. The blocks are positioned 
so as to frame the Conservatory 
and entrances into the central pla-
za. The planning engages with the 
street edges, activating the public 
realm, and spills out into Joubert 
Park. 

Detailed callouts at 1:200 scale to 
follow.

Figure 8.12
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Scale 1:200
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8.5_ Sections
8.5.1_ Section a-a
North Longitudinal Section
Figure 8.13
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8.5.2_ section b-b
West Longitudinal Section
Figure 8.14
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8.5.3_ section c-c
Cross Section
Figure 8.15
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8.6_Elevation
8.6.1_ North Elevation

Figure 8.16
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8.6.2_ South Elevation

Figure 8.17
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8.7_Spatial Exploration
8.7.1_Perspective key

Figure 8.18
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8.7.2_ Wolmarans Street

Figure 8.19

A

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© University of Pretoria 



339232 The Creative Conservatory

8.7.3_ Main entrance

Figure 8.20
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8.7.4_CC Knowledge Centre

Figure 8.21 Figure 8.22
The Black Box as a Theatre Space

Figure 8.23
The Black Box as a Dance Studio

8.7.5_ The Black Box 
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8.7.6_ The Conservatory

Figure 8.24
A Luncheon Event

Figure 8.25
A Gathering Space

Figure 8.26
An Art Exhibition

Figure 8.27
A Runway Space

As the heart of the Conservatory 
Complex and the primary exhibi-
tion space of the CC, the Conserv-
atory is an adaptable place of ex-
pression of and engagement with 
artistic practice. The heritage Con-
servatory is activated as a valuable 
public asset and an iconic place of 
Joubert Park.
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8.8_Synopsis

The final design of the Creative 
Conservatory is the product of 
extensive explorations and itera-
tions, and responds to the research 
questions posed in chapter 1. The 
building provides opportunities for 
diverse arts and culture activities, 
activates the street edge, energises 
the Park, engages with pedestri-
ans, and keeps eyes on the street. 
The CC is a community orientated 
building in the public realm and 
enriches the creative milieu of Jou-
bert Park.

Figure 8.29
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