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CONCLUSION 241

The exploration of architecture 
as an interface between the urban 
and natural realms was undoubtedly 
infl uenced by my love for nature and its 
inspiring beauty. As an urban dweller 
and Pretoria resident, the intention of 
creating a building that would serve 
as a new interface between its urban 
inhabitants and Pretoria’s natural 
heritage, particularly the underutilised 
Berea Park, is considered invaluable 
due the potential improvement it 
could make to the quality of public 
urban life in our city. This dissertation 
consequently focussed on developing 
a hybrid architecture that would merge 
building and landscape to create a new 
typology capable of connecting people 
and “nature” in the context of Pretoria. 

The investigation and iterative process 
presented several challenges, but the 
outcome has delivered an approach 
that may off er guidance and spatial 
considerations for future projects 
to be developed along Pretoria’s 
river corridor and underutilised open 
areas. Although the prospect of re-
naturalising the Apies River and 
returning it to its original state is 
deemed to be unfeasible, other means 
of creating “natural” water elements 
and reciprocate relationships between 
the built environment and landscape 
can be employed. 

The Hybrid illustrates the concept of 
creating an urban environment where 

11 Conclusion
“nature” is celebrated and integrated in 
urban placemaking in the city of Pretoria. 
The project provides access, as well as 
new public programmes and activities 
along a previously sterile, disconnected 
and negative edge of Berea Park. By 
establishing a building that is an extension 
of the park, it ultimately creates a new 
topography and spatial continuation 
between the surrounding context, the 
city and the Berea Park landscape. 
The resulting architectural product is 
considered to be an apt response to 
the investigated contextual challenges. 
The design and resolution was informed 
by factors related to the city as well 
as “nature”, with specifi c focus on the 
Berea Park landscape and an approach to 
reinstate a tangible notion of the Apies 
River.

The hope is that the combination and 
confl uence of the above mentioned factors 
in the fi nal development of the Hybrid has 
rendered a building and spaces that will 
assist in creating a sense of place, where 
the surrounding community can fl ourish 
and people can interact. The public nature 
of the building should enable a variety of 
people and the broader city community 
to access and experience “nature” in the 
city, whilst engaging in social and other 
recreation activities. This will culminate in 
the attribution of new value and meaning 
to the Berea Park landscape and the new 
ecological waterfront as a symbol of the 
Apies River. 
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Figure 12.2 ~ 23 November presentation 02.JPG
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Figure 12.3 ~ 23 November presentation 03.JPG
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Figure 12.4 ~ 23 November presentation 04.JPG
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Figure 12.7 ~ Final Context Model.jpg
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Source: Author
Figure 12.8 ~ Final Model 01.jpg
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Source: Author
Figure 12.9 ~ Final Model 02.JPG
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