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4.1 INTRODUCTION

A place is a space which has a distinct character. Since ancient times the genius loci, or ‘spirit of place’ 
has been recognized as the concrete reality man [Women] have to face and come to terms with in daily 
life”. (norberg-Schulz, 1980:5) The genius loci of a place is brought out when meaning is imbued, in 
order to investigate the current reconfiguring of the segregated township of Mamelodi the need to anal-
yses precedent studies at different levels and scales is crucial. The scales range from the very public 
male dominated/ urban scale down tot he extremely intimate female dominated spaces found in the 
back yards of the Indlu’s found in Mamelodi. The abstraction from the vernacular to the contemporary 
at various scales and how the principles can be applied to the proposed project is the approach of the 
precedent studies. Critically analyzing the design principles and their relevance to the proposed womens 
center in Mamelodi.

4.2 URBAN INSIGHTS

The Space needs to be a transition threshold between the rural and urban, a transition between the past, present 
and the future. The design of the building needs to display the theory, allowing the architectural theory and narrative 
to become material in defining the spaces. The spaces need to be an unfolding of layers from the urban scale to 
the intimate spaces that are very private.  The Revealing layers of hierarchy in the spaces as one progresses from 
the taxi rank ( Urban ) through a series of spaces that filter out users to a very private ( Traditional) ritual space be-
ginning to define the journey of the user. Defining the spaces through layers in this manner is important in order for 
the theory behind the design to become the kind of spaces with potential for rich interaction and human experience 
( norberg- Schulz 1980- 18).

4.3 INFORMANTS

“Architecture was always seen as an instrument of mediation between the cosmos and 
men, divinities and mortals 

“Pallasmaa. 

This could be seen in the rural settlements the layout and the specific placing of 
certain architectural elements were all for the mediation between the ancestors. The 
mediation between the ancestors gets lost as people “leave their ancestors behind 
at the “Ikhaya”  When it came to the urban context the architecture gets reduced to 
availability of materiality and space the haptic qualities get lost as the transition 
takes place. The relationship between person and space gets diluted as architecture 
becomes more focused on aesthetic rather than human experience .

“In our time, however, architecture is turning into mere visual aesthetics The 
hegemony of the visual realm has gradually strengthened in Western perception, 

thought and action; this bias, in fact, has its origins already with the ancient 
Greeks.” Pallasmaa

The main informants of this project look at drawing from the past, present and future. 
The Past informants are theoretical applications rather than structural principles 
in application. Present and future principles are seen in the thresholds,the language 
and the progression of the journey of the user. 
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Figure 4.1 Informants from Context
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Figure 4.1
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Figure 2.4 Timeline of Multiple self ’s in the process. Adapted from 
Kammeyer(2010:99)
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RUFISQUE WOMEN’S CENTRE

THAPAR UNIVERSITY
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4.8 Chapter 4 Synopsis

Design is rooted in precedent, learning from the past 

is crucial in designing for future conditions such as the 

proposed design. The design of the lekhuleni initiation 

school for girls is a future condition, one that has not 

been explored, a possibility, an opportunity. It is crucial 

to adapt and learn lessons of how to handle a design 

from an urban level down to an intimate scale that deals 

with the users experience in creating a space that is of 

the users and for the users. A space that speak to their 

bodies as a whole. A space molded from the user for the 

user.
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