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A rrEAK flecce of a merino ewe from the flocks of the Grootfontein
School of Agriculture® is here desciibed. The sheep was peculiar
in that it had a distinctive band, about three inches wide, of course
long wool growing transversely across the back, siretching over the
sides towards the helly region. (Fig. 1.) A cross-section throveh the
freak region (I'1g. 2), showed that the wool projected in  moeth
beyvond the normal fleece. In addition, the freak wool was cons -

ably coarser than the normual fleece and had large definite «ximps.
fineness, it measured 2024 or a (s quality number. e normal

wool of the animal anteriorly and posteriorly to the  eak wool
measured 17-Tp or an 80’s quality number. The average straight
length of the fibres in the freak region was 19-6G c¢ms. while the
adjacent normal wool was 154 cms.  As regards the number of
follicles growing per unit area of skin, the freak region produced

1,600 per square cm. while the normal grow  on adjacent »egions
was 4,400 per square cm. anterior to the {reak vegion, and 4 0 per
square cni. posterior to this, hen wool production, per umt <rvea
of skin was compared, the freak region produc~? =50 grams of  an
dry wool per 4 square cm. of skin, aile the ¢ oining regions gave
anteriorly -79 grams and posterio 7D erams of clean dry wool

per 4 sq. cm. of skin.

* The author is much indebted to Mr. G. S, Maré, Principal eep and
Angora Officer of the Tnion, for the material.






