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Habits.—Weyninia columbae, similariy to th
is found i fairly large numbers on the body featl
on the tail and wing feathers. They appear to pr
U a squab about fourteen days old very large nu
found while on its two parents relatively very fe
present.

Pathogenesis.—They <et up no apparent lesior
tause an imlense rritation. This s horne out |
trritation 1s =et up when these mies ae allowed
It may he caused by the males drageing their lTon
the skin.

gninia velata (Ulate NXTV, fHoso 1 {0 4).
Host—Muzcovy duck.
Distribution.—Allerton Taboratory.
abits.—1ake other Meguinia tound chiefly «
caze of gross infestation has been observed.
{ ninia (Species unidentified) (Plate IX an
Host.—DBudgerigav [ Welopsittacus wndulatus
Distribution —Pietermaritzbure.

ITabils.—These were found maiuly on the
nwmbers, althougn oceasional parasiies were pres
feathers.  On thix special bivd, very large numtb
were alzo found on the tail and wing feathers. As s
1. the male apparently holds the mature female ur
place. This phenomenon has not been scen in the
mites of {he same genus.

ANALGEST

Prorvoricmu:

Nub-family :
Genus :
( ytol

Host —DBudgerigay [ M clopsitiacus undulitus

ws tunufa (Robin) (Plate TI, fox.

Distribution —Pictermariizbure.

Habits.—No gross infestations with this mite
sone instances {hey were present in fair numbe
Found ke those of the gultnea-fowl tn the grooves
the rhachis of the wing foathers. The eggs were aj
some distance away from the rhaclas. The males
the females. These large mites are apparently non
could he seen (o either feathers or host.

12).

Tiwo Analyesidae were obtained from the f
fowl—unfortunately we were unable to identify
entomologdst to whom thev were submitted, was |
them. ¢ ate X0 fgs. boto 4.
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AND SO AL R ST TAN.

eyninia of the fowl,
and to a lesser extent
voung birds as hosts.
% of these mites were
these parasites were

it the males probably
e fact that an acute
nove on human skin.
rs over the surface of

e body feathers. No

ate X, figs, 1 and 2).
W) .

v feathers in small
m the tail and wing
& Protolichus Dinela
1 in Plate TN, Figure
ctual copulation takes
of any other mites or

[

D).
w) ] .

e found, although
These parasites were
cen the barbs, against
il Tard ou the bharbs
s rare in proporiion to
wgenic, as no diamage

1z oof a wild guinea
m ourselves, and the
ise unable to 1dentify
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Distribution.—Pletermaritzbure districet, but probably widely distri-
buted.

Halits —Listrophorus gibbus is found in large numbers on the fur mid-
way between the skin and the tip of the fur. They appear harmless and are
preyed upon by Cheyleticlla parasitivoras, Banks (1915, This mite is
peculiar 1n that the under-lip is expanded on each side into u flexible plate
which curls round the hair. Lt slides up and down the hair with the help
of this structwme and the movement of the legs. Tt 1% aiso compressed
laterally to allow of tts progression through the fur.

SUMMARY AND ('ONCLUSTONS.

The occwrrence of seventeen mites has been recorded apparently for
the first time in South Africa. Cheyletiella parasitivorar has also been
included, having been recorded onlv from Onderstepoort. These mites are
apparently widespread over the U1 i and it is likely that many other species
are resent.

With the exception of Syringophilus bipectinatus and N. columbae,
which produce marked distortion a»< malnutrition of the feathers, all the rest
of the mites are apparently harn :ss as far as setting up lesions are com-
cerned. It is, however, possible tnat groxs infestations may set up “ mite
worry *' in the hosts and so help reduce their vitality, causing debility and
ananemia. The claim by other authors, that feather mites damage the barbs
of the feathers, has not been confirmed, and it is thought that biting lice are
more likely to be the culprits.
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MITES, HITHERTO UNRECORDED IN SOTUTH . ICA.

Prare I.

Fig. 1.—DPterolichus obtusus male Wig. 2.—Pterolichus  oblusus.
and  young female. (Chitinous Ovigerous female. Chitinous shield
shield not differentiated.) differentiating

Fig. 3. —Dterolichus  obtusus. ¥ig. 4.—DPterolichus  obiusus.
Adult  female.  (Chitinous shield Mature male.

differentiated.)
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MITES, HITHERTO UNRECORDED IN SOUTH ATRICA.

Prate I11.

Fig. 1.—Syringophdus columbae. Female. Fig. Q.fSy’rin,\gIo;(l;hilus columbae.
Male.

Fig. 3.—Syringophilus bipectinatus. Fig. 4.—Syringophilus bipectinatus.
Female. Male.
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