


INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE TOXICITY OF POISONOUS PLANTS IN SOUTH A CA.

EUPHORBIACEAE.
Manihot utilissima Pohl.
Registered No.: O.P. No. 142 and 693; 28/3/45.

Common names: Manihot, Cassava. The starch derived from mar >t
called tapioca, or Brazilian, Bahia, Rio or Para arrowroot.

Origin: Johannesburg.

State: The material submitted was collected from a large consignr it of
imported cassava.

Both specimens contained such large quantities of hydrocyanic acid  at
it was impossible to utilise the cassava as human or animal food.

Aftér the material had been moistened and placed in an incubator : ©
for sixteen hours, both specimens had almost lost all the hydrocyanic

IRIDACEAE.
Romolea Ma ‘'wani Bkr.
Registered No.: O.P. No. 454; 9/4/45.
Common names:—
Origin: Dordrecht, C.P.

State and stage of development: Fresh bulbs and leaves wi YWETS,
planted in soil.

Rabbit A (25 Kg.): Received 25 gm. of the fresh bulbs wi le at
33 pm. on 9/4/45 and 30 gm. at 8§ a.m. on 10/4/48.

The animal developed no symptoms of ill-health.

JABIATEAE.
Salvia runcinata Linn. f.
Registered No.: O.P. No. 1187; 19/4/45.
Common names: Wild salvia, “ wilde salie .
Origin: Armoedsvlakte Research Station, Vryburg. C.P.
State and stage of development: Fresh and in the flowering st

Sheep No. 72059 (35 Kg): 500 gm. of the fresh leaves at 8.30 a.m. on
19/4/45 and another 500 gm. at 3.30 p.m.

20/4/45: Appears normal; another 500 gm. of fresh leaves.
21/4/45: Appears normal; 400 gm. of wilted leaves.
At no time did the animal show any symptoms of ill-health.

No hydrocyanic acid was detectable in the fre  or wilted leaves w 1 and
without the addition of emulsin and chloroform.
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