
(I 11C7.G'l'Slepom·f' J 0 II I'll Of of r '/ l' rilWl" ,IJ ,'::o'!·ic11Cr' (//brl cl 11 imal 

l111htslr,1J, Folu111e D . . \'umber '1., Uclobet, l 37. 

Printed in t.h unio n of South ~>\frica b.v t.h 
Goverumeut Pr.i11ter. Pr toria. 

Animal Husbandry of the Hottentots. 

By Dr. H. l~P TE N. 

T ~BLE OF C 1'-TE~'l'.'. 

L The oun r y nf the HuHeutots ........ . 

2. The <'!0 111 estic arri111al · of' t he Holt e11lols 

;j, D •s ·ent nn<l or·igiu of h Ilol t -11 l·o catne .. . 

+. De:wen t a 1ul ongrn. of tlre RottPn t-0t sl1Pep ... 

: i . U11 th e o n g1 11 C) f lb Hntlenlul dog· -·- ... .. . 
G. Land 'l' nure . . . . .. .. ........... . 

7. O"·ner:liip rinrl tu ·q111!\ il io n n£ t«il ll · m1cl . heep 

8. H enl and floek nrn1rni:;ement .. . 

D. ".\filking- au.cl t·he n:.;e of mi lk .. . 

lll. Fighting oxrn au cl heast. · of hnr1len 

11. Pre1·e1dion a111l f!'P:dmPnl of :111imal di sea. es ... 

1. 'l'B!-: C'ot-XTllY 01" ' l'l l E ] I OT' l'l·'. .'\'l'O'J' :-;. 

... .. . 

l'AG1': . 

6;~ L 

03,-

040 

(i43 

645 
(347 

G4r:J 

630 

655 

G61 

D1:H.Dl i- t h e earh Lln <> of lit e J)u ch settle11w1l( ;\( nil' Ca ') f' , thP 
Hotteutot oc<~ UJ>~eil n;o,.. t (1[ llw 1·Nd(•rn hnlf of ._ou(h Afrir;a . Th y 
\\'Pre tbiuly ·cat tererl over tb1 .~ Ya ·t ~trefrh o la111l, iJ1 s.mn 11 _ oo,;p]y­
n rg:.111 isl'd g T 0 11pg_. eac h V<ill1 it;:; own indi1•itl unl narn . 'l'lie 111qua, 
D 11rnaq11:t nnd Gnnaqua <·on ·t-ituted the 11rn;:;t Pastern {Tih s :.i long· th t> 
south ' Oll l of t,bL· Cape, the Gonaqua Pxt.en iling <I S far ea·t ns the 
C:hea Fish River; whi lst the Grt'al Nai11n(111a were ll1 e nol't.lwn1-
rnQst- g roup, liYing n oith (>f !he 1·nn~e Hi ve!' in tlw -011thern p~u t:s 
uf 1Ylrn t i. now , 't)uth \ e;;t Afri .:i. Dut sc:a ll.t' t' il boTd<• of Orent 
X nmfJ< 1urr f'X ·enrlPll en•n .into thl> 11t1dh uf hnt ouu TY, the ll li.huu -
1 Gonn and tAunin ('l'u1rnanrs) 1Y :l 1Hlering- as fal' norfo a the]< t·oshc 
Pan and the Kaokornlrl. ii0 \11' h (l r I lie Ku nenP lli vei·. 

01·i()'inally tlrn H oltl'n tuts tlo 11ot :ipjJear to h:n c> cnmp ll nny­
wheni far from thr: c uc;t h It . 'l'JH· .R ira, fo1· ins t:m CP, who nt the 
heg-i1111ing of th e la . t nrntnry '" 1·1-· fournl round tlw jm1dion of the 
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aal and i:he Rarts, were originally re. ident iJl the C:ilpe Pe.11iusula, 
an<l had only been forced into the interior of the countl'y through 
theiT coutinnal strife with the Europea)1s, mid later throtwh thei.1· 
quarrels. with the Ba.ntll. 'l1he same applies to sucJ1 s ·aH1nt!d groups 
renmant·s -0£ different tribes, as the A.mrnal Rotten tots, 1·ound GoLabi ' , 
and t.he !Khara-GeiKhoin, south-east of Riet£m1teiu S., British 
Bechuanaland, who left the coastla.nds only when the Hotten t.ot 
peoples carried out a general rno"erneut away from th Emopean 
settlements. (Schapera, 1930.) 

The cJimate 0£ the origiual habit.at <'.>r the Hottentot s i · d t r­
mined by the physical conformation of the land and l)y its proximity 
to the Equa.tor. A. narrow £ring~ rouud the coast has llll ele>ation 
of l ss than 1,- 00 feet, above t he .·ea, whilst mo, t of th e intel'ior 
consists of a hi.,,·h plateau l'is.iJ1n· "'l·auuallv arnund it LI r~lers to 
an elevation of 0 owr 3,000 feet .0 On the ·~vest, the esN1itpm ut i 
sepa!rnte<l from the Atlantic by fairly lt nifonu slopes, whilst in the 
south. the <.treat Kan'OO and .folile<l moi_mtain ranges iuter-rnne. 'l'he 
high plateau inter epts the l'ainb a1·iug winds from the ludi.nu OcMu, 
o that the dimate along- the west. <10ast is e:x.treluel~y ch · but 

a.long the south coast and th south-we t the minfall i. heavier. 
Over the south-western Karroo the m an annu<tl rainfall is 10 i1w hes, 
being reduced towards the uorth-west of South \Vest .A fri.ca to J.ess 
than 3 in ·hes. In the Cape Penin ·tda, on the otl1er hmid. i.he rain­
fall !'each an ave1'age of 40 inches per aunum. 

A.long the we:st coast from the Olifnnts River to the Kuo ne 
stretches the barren desert country of the ~ amib, var~· inn· in width 
from 18 miles iu the north to about 8·5 mile in tbe ,out. IL. The 
o•reater pad. of the. Namib ) · om'!i'.red with d;·iftino· sand chmes, the 
m011otouous cluna ·ter of the land! heing ·varied in plnce,; by more 
brokeu country. This stretch of coastlaud is domiriated by the ·old 
antarctic Beng·uella cwrreut whose power i ra11 ly countered b:v very 
hot winds from the ea..·t . 'l'he 'poradi · J'ain fall, duri11g t.l1e sHnrnier 
from Odober to April. 

South of the Omn°·e Rivel' 1•he Ka1J1ib graclua.11 · chnuge~ int the 
]1ighlat1ds of Little Namaqualand wheN! the mean annual l'ninfall 
is slightly hi .... her than in t he llesert, reaching as mrn:h a .l "' inrhe . 
The ountry south of the Olifant.s Rive1· i chara te1·i eel b~- folde<l 
mountain range" sepal'a1 ed b:v wide valleys, which exteurl over the 
whole :outhern portion of G;1pe. Province. 'l1he total au inwl n.~i.Jdall 
of thi, regioll 1' aches au a.•verage of ao inches. 'I1be nti.Jl fall during' 
' ummer and winter, but its sea sonal dist,ribution varies greatly accord­
ing to locality. 'l'he Cape Penins1ua it.self is the best-wate:red area 
of what was formerly Hottentot land. The bulk of t,he rain falls 
during tbe winter, April to September, tJ1e summer being t he dry 
season. East of the Cape Peninsula, the rainfall clecrea, eo again 
tQ between 15 and 20 in ches. 

Thus the land of the Hottentots is for the most part arid an2 
erni-arid country. Hs .range extends through three distinct rainfall 
ar~as, the area CJ£ sump1er rain and winter d1·ought , a second whe1·e 
ram may ocour any t1me of the year, brol~en by ine(Ju]nr pe1'iodi.. 
0£ drought, ancl finally, th wint )· ra,in a.rea. 0 
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II. El'Sl'EIN. 

Th i·ivern and w::i.tf>r l'OUr e · ·orre ·poud with the g reaL diver i y 
of' tl:1e dima:li · a.ml pl1ysi ·al conditic 11s of Ilottentnt lau<l. In the 
far 1101·tb -wPst.. lletween the highl:,tud regiou of tlrn K a.o.koveld and the 
Etosl1a l)an, the ·an_d.v plaiu is inlel':ecte] hy a munbeJ· of shallow 
wat t cou1',;E> which are fill d hy the OYerAnw 0£ the Kunene RiYer 
and Ul'ain to tbe Etosha Pan. 'rh hilly cot1nfr.r :>outh oi the Kaoko­
Yt'l.J. i.e. Xor theru Damant larnl j ~ devoid oi defined ·wat rway 
;;iuk 11 le:; nncl subte-i:ranem1 aYern a ud JJri11gs. Alonl'l' tbe c a t, 
liom:•\·er, the ~amib, at lea ;:;t in jts north rn por ion , is distinguished 
h.v foe prP:-l'u ~ of watei· l'01.11-. ·et flowiug through. open cba1rnels to 
tl.1e:; a. In 1-1. southerly clirectiou , where the Namib and the wei:; ·ern 
out;;kirt..- of the KaJahari lle e1't i1a ss into Great Naruaqua.lan.d, th 
Ann s )Inunta ius fol'm the n-ute1·shed of . 'ontb \ \'est frica. 'rl1i. 
]Jfil't of H tte111oi land. i drained by the Kondi1J aud G-reat 1'' i. h 
Ifrver · wh ich carr.r t heir 'rnh·rs tu the Ornn1,.P. ~'h e ran"' nnd 
.Bei·g H iYPl'S n rn prarti ' aJly 1· hP 011 ly stream. of Hottentot la r1cl 

retaining 1heir surface wntn all the .rear round. Almo t all the 
othel'"' are tlry ancly river ro usp which t·arr;\~ walet mer ly for 
a . bfn·t pniod afteJ' 1·ai11: aJlll only in. ve1 _ w 1. s n on clo they keep 
llJ> theh fl.ow f·o1· all~ length of di ·lance. Th • l' st of -the -tim th y 
ha v wn te.r below their be<1s i 11 plaees fa.:r bet we'll, or in tagnant 
11001· , -0r u · ·a;;ionally from a pring in the othe1·wj se dry riYer ourse . 
A\\"H, · from 111 i·i,·er bed priuo'. are ery few a.nd " ·ater hard to find , 
a, the h Hows in the roeks }'\nd the vlei. ancl cl pression hold it 
onl ;r for n short time after heary min . 

. "nuth nf th Urun ge Iliver. in th hi,,.hlnn<l of Littl Nnmuq_ua­
lnud m1u the arill plain of Bu i:;hmanlancl, en ·l·o eel b the crreat bend 
f llw Orang·e River, t.hel'e i. pr. tti('a lly no si.nfac watt!r at all, 

t he r_iYer hetl:; hei ug ch:-; 1hr011ghout 1-he greatel' l)ffrt of the y ar . 
Hut rn tl1t Karnie ·berg·, outh of I..Jit tle Na.mn.q11ahm], a few ' hOl't 
pe re1111ial ·tre. l1l are 1net " ·ith. 

Tlw :Suuthem pol'tio11 of Hol'tenl:ot lau1l is fmmec1 hy the enhal 
oi- (hf'at Kanou of the ape Prm-in •e -.;1·hic;b ri$es to 3,000 feet ab(>\7e 
tl1e '' a, :rncl to•xtencls from tlie Olifa11t: 11in•r in the Wef'\t l·o th 
' 1111clny,; HiY r in the ea t. It ::; 1iv>r l1ecJ; ar <hy, Xl'ept clurinp: 

the ~hort perio1ls of ,,umrn r ruinfall when t11 e 1n1tewi i; weep clown 
to 111 sea. In tlrn dry t i ·on they may turn into a serie. of pool 
nnrl g-ullie , anrl in times of severe d.l'ought clr:;· np completely. Thi . 
applie eve11 to s11cl1 jmportant Ti> r as the Gouri1z Gamtoo and 
~m1tln~·.- . w]1i h ha>e their sources in th summE>r ra.in region behind 
il1 e eon tal ranges. On ly a fe" small r heamlet. , itua.ted in the 
limitf'tl al'Pft of mod rate!. hig•h. w.inter l'ninfoll rnrely dry up. Hut 
t}u~ Great Kol'l'oo, north-ea t of tJ1i small wiuter min area, in the 
rlay of th€' Hot.tentots when there were no welh or borebol , wa 
fl cl e Rert proper. 

Thl' amount nd inoide1we of the rainfall and . c:ncity O'.f p ren-
11i:tl. ·urfa r·e watel' explain ve.r.r largely the existin"' :flora in the 
terntory of the Hottentots. 

The KaokoYelcl and >rnmholand cons-i t of elevated pl::iins thickly 
overnd with red ··and and ralcareou d po. its. The rninfall, though 

-rer ;;mall. permits a fair am01rnt of v getation, mainly gra ses, 
,·hrub aDrl free . The pJaill a.re ov r d with tough Bushman 
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g ru.:>. (A •l'iRt1:d1i ln·e 1' i/oli'a) or dense thornbu. h. A lo·e ilitlwtoma a11d 
811z1!1 orl1io d·fr1t<'·r i as well a:l \·al'ious leguminous and bulbm1s p l:nt1'S 
a re •haraeteristic of the ven·etation of. these region1'. Ovl"r t he arid 
tract of the N umib a very s ·nuty xeropltytic vege tatfon is eucouut e1·ed , 
~d1ilst considerable areas are prndieally devoid of' un :- g·rnw'th e:<.:.cept 
t.he temal'kable tsama. melon (Citrtllliis '1:1tlu(11·is) which, owin£," to its 
high water co11te nt, is the u1ost itnportant plan.t throughout the arid 
pni:ts 0£ li<Jttentot t.erritory during the heio·ht ot t he dry season. 
(. 'chapera_. 1930. ) 1'he sparse cm'ering of cacti and stun ted , clwartecl 
lntshes, SUdL as t he ruiJk hush (l~'uphul'ln"a -~'fl.) is snst.ained. in fhe 
rninles ~amib t hi efly 'by the wet and heavy . ea fog . 

Iu D.am al'alaud unLl U r-eat Kamaqualand tbe vegetation is ric.h e1· 
t han in th.e Kam ib. Korthern J)ama raJnn(! i ' a trnct ot exten sive 
grass plains, the lc)\,·-lyin.,. couutry often. extremely fertile. The 
Boru of this region incl ude t he infl ammable candle busb (Sarcocauw 11 
B nrn1anm"), tlie unique 11 eZ.U1itsch,ia 7m:n1bi:hs, nu <l , a.hove all , the 
lf'a fless cttcnrbitaceous !naras (Ar:an-thosicyos ,/mrrida. l Fe l1c .), au 
edible u1e1on-like fruit. In the rinn: beds the leaveR and pn(l. oi 
va rious A ·acias, espe ·ialJy t.he Kameeldoorn (llcocia gi·raflae) an d 
the Ana (Acacia. 1.1,lbido) , 1wovide a 1·ich veHlnre and staple fee d fo1• 
c:attle anrl sheep in ihese parts. The northern distr i ts of (;treat 
~anrnquala.nd form a park-like savanna with large thon1 frees HJJil 
well tiiube1·d istretch es al ong the rive1· bed · ; Kameeltlo m aud 
Kokerboom (Aloe ilichotoma) are mot ptominent i n t11is Tegiou. In 
the son th of Great N arnaqtrnlan<l, semi-tlesert conditions ptevail , th.e 
~nid plateca ux impportillg a poor growth of grass a nd sbrnbs, t he 
lattru· 1uostly be.frig of the Grevia species. DurinO' sea em s with a 
heavy miufall nutritious grai:; ' es ·r op '1p ever ywhere . 

'I h<: fl rid oud semi-ari d h'acts of Bushman- a.11(1 I.Jittle N a maqnn­
la11<l produce a similar vegeta tion to the countty adjoiiling the Orange 
in fo e Tlort)i. The general a:spect of the flo ra i that of ''"idely 
sepnrn ted xerophytic shrubs · and bushe intersperse 1 with va1·ious 
i:;U'•t:uleut plants. Grasse occur r arely, a lways gl'oWing in t ufts . 

In 1.he Upper Kan·oo, south nn<l east of Busluna.nlaad, t here is 
a co11sider-uble diversity of '' egetotion owillw to the ••reat ruuge iu 
rn.iuf'11 ll and altitude. Thf' uort.h-western pa rt. have a proper tlesert 
flora, while t.he more favoured clistri ts ~how the cha:ta ·teri st i<· veg­
etntiou of a semi-desert. A nn:ietv of dwarfed and stunted shrnli 
011d bu:she ", iuostJy of the fa mily· ompositae , provitle ~'l suffieient 
su. tenan(·e. fo1· la.rge numhers of stock even thJ'Ol\ghout the driest 
seasQns . Grass-es :hoot up dllring t.he rainy season, hut. the. e do not 
fotm a typical feature of U ppel' Kanoo vegetation. Tho1~n busbe 
and succnleut, hul'bous ancl t ubero t1s plants ure the characteristic 
flora of this region, while A cacias horder the intermittent river 
' ou rses. 

South ~J;f t.he OlHauts Riv r, t he eo1'tem po.rt of the Goud in i 
va.Uey adjoins the 'outhern Ka.rroo wbich is a lmost ent.irely destitut e 
of rngetat io_u, wl1ilst it.s southern 1 art passes into the ape Peni11-
sula (~huudantly supplied wit.h. its winter 1·p if)fall. The ~hara ·ter­
istic Cape fl ora is don1i n.atecl by a la.rge vu.r iet.y of eve1·green shrubs 
:rnd numei;ous bulbous, tulJerou and similar pln.nt: possessing s11l1ter-
1·a nea n storage> oi·ga ns. 'rhe sandy plaius of Ca pe Penin ula, it 
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mal'Shy hollows, river hanks al\cl IJJ.OQntain silles, all have their own 
{leculiur flora. Patches of forest are £.ouncl 011 the .senward siJes of 
the mountains, whilst in the plains the flora is chiefty composed oi 
'.Ptoheaceae,, such as the sil'\Te1· tree (Le11.1cadendror1> argen&ectwi) , the 
sugar 'htlsh (Protea. m.ellifera) and other evergreen 1>hrubs Restion. 
aceae, a. family oi grass-like plants, lt-icaceae,, the typical plauts 
of tb:,e heat.h, and various grasses proper. 

ln the Great Kan:oo vegetatiou is very scallt.y, anu auring 
the dry season Ute soil entirely Je oicl of eraw·e·. Dtought-1•esis,ting 
tho.t'll bushes1 "UC'C\llellt, bu)bom; and tuberous }llants comvose the 
typical Karroo Bora. Along the river com·se-S and on the eastern 
mountain slQpes trees. occur iu spoi·arlrc patr.hes; during e-x eptfon­
ally wet seasons even gras e.s oc asionally crop. 11p. 

These are the climatic and floral conclitio.ns of th.e country of tht' 
Hottentots, poore1' tl1an anywhere eL·e- throliglurnt th.e ooutheru parts 
of Africa. 'l'hey hase set their stamp on the Hottentots' mode. of life 
and ou their pastoT!!l industry.(1) 

2. Tn"E DoMEs:t·1c ANnrAr.s t>F THE IIo-i:TENTOTs. 

'\Vhen Europeans fo·st set foot upon • outh Africa, they :£ou111l 
the country inhabitecl by Rottente)t tribe in poi;ses )on of large 
hei·ds 0£ uatt1e aind. flocks of sheep. 'Vain Riebeeck, the founder oi the 
Dutch settlement a.t t.he Cape, desCl·ibcs the herds 0£ the liottent.ots 
in the sunouudings of 'l\tb1e Day ns being as nume1'Cms as bJa<les 
of gra,ss in a fleld. Akembie, the cnief of the Namaqua Hottentots, 
is . sa.id t.o have alone possessed in 1601 4,000_ head uf cattle aml 
3,000 sheeu (Stow, 1,905). Be. ides ca.ttle. and sheep, the only other 
do:mestic au.imal possessed hy tb.e Hottentots was the dog. l"rorn 
van Riebeeck's. atatement it is evident that none of the Cape Hotten­
tot bred goats, anc.l this applied to <1tber Hottentot tribes as well. 
Tlie .. goat wn _ne e:i· usi:tl _in their- cer~1!1'on!al meals, ilf it toulc~ 
possibly be av01ded. Thrs m all p1•oba.b1h~, suggests Mrs. Hoerule 
(H<letnle )918), is d'Qe to the fact that it \YaS not one of tlie otigiunl 
domestic a.nimalr:i of t.he Hottentots. They acquired goats some time 
later from the 13antu wjth whom thev came in contact shortlv aftl:lr 
the B'ur6peau occupation of the Ca1)e. The Naman, for in~ tance, 
obtained their ~otlts_ l~y bar.ter .from the 1laThlaping, a Banht h'ihe 
whom t hey called Bu1qua., i.e. goat peQple ( Q_a_ppe1', Ten Rhyne antl 
De Gt'eveubroek, 1933) , and this is also the Hottentots' -us\1a.J 11Mne 
fo1· the BeChwana (Schapera, 1'930). 

The Rotte1\tot cattle were .gaunt, bony c1,eatures. APt·oriling 
f.o Kolben they weTe bigger and stronger t han Emopean br1:1e1ls, a 
Ro1tentot ox weighing about 5-GOO Lb. (Kolbeo 1 17'19). 'l'h.e head 
was long and narrow, e!;peoially the nasal THtrt, but with a infrly 
broad foteheacl · the hody mo<lerately deep and ln·oad, uud tl1e legs 
sti:ou,g, clean a;nd well pla ·ed . 'l'he tail wa, long and thju, with a 
well developed s~-itob, a'nd tbe horns long allll slender, their direction 

(1) This clmpteT is com11iled mninly from the following sources: I. Schnpe1·n. 
l1h~ Xhoi ·11)1 Peoples of South Africa1 1930, Ohap. 1.; H. Epstein, Tht> Heel 
Af'rikanper Cat.tie. Ohnp. J (m1publi1thed); S. Pnsimrge, -Siidnfrika 190 ; Tlw 
Oxfo1·d Sm.Te~' of t he. Jlritislj ~'mpire, 1~14 , ml. on :\fricn. 
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beirw mainly outward a11cl with a sli<>'ht twist. This peculiar dil'ec­
tion of the horns may have led Stow (1905) t o conclude erroueou Ly 
t ha t the N amaqua had a practice of trainin(J' the horns <Jf th eir oxen 
artificially, confining t heir hape to a spiral line similar to that in 
the Koodoo. But this observation may also be basetl 011 :rn entirely 
different phenomenon . Sparrman (1789) writes that in th Zuure­
velden the cattle are sometimes given t<> gnaw each otheT,' horns 
when hut up in their kraals at night, through -whi ·11 their horns 
t ake on a carved appearance; ' a ircumstau e "hieh '· , ay 
Sparrman, " ought therefore by 110 means to be u ribed. a,, it h as 
been, solely to the ingenuity and manua l operat ion of th herd. men". 
(See fig . 1.) 

Fig. 1.- Korah Hottentots preparing to move. After amuel Daniell. 

'l1he hump of the Hotten tot ca ttl e does not . eem to have been 
very strongly rleveloped. Ou D:llliell ' pi ·ture the load ob truct , 
judgin~ t he clirection of the top line of the ox and the developmen t 
0£ the _hump, but the po itiou of th fron t pack indicate. a con, ider­
able lop down of the back behind the wj thers. 

" '.I'he majority of author , ay Kolben (1719), ·· who haY 
de cribed H-0tte11tot cow · and oxen, ·tate t l1at tll ese are 1li ·· ting-ni ·heel 
by large hump,,. But I can a. ·ure my readers that , although I ]1 ave 
seen the herds of the Dutch ettlers and of many Hottentots, I ha,·e 
never met with a h111nped bea. t. Th e above statemen t is the1·efore 
either untrue, or the yoke pres ing upon the neck of the ox cau ·e, 
the withers to appeal' raised to a hmnp. ) et it i.· certain that bJ 
nature their cattle are not h i.nnped though they are larger an d 
stronger than European bre els ' 
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B. EPSTEIN. 

'Ihis statement is difficult to accept as it st1:1.nils. Kolben himself 
says that most of the other ·write1·s describe the Hott.entot cattle as 
humped. On Daniell's and others' paintings of Dutch settlements, 
dating from the end of the eighteenth and the beginning of the 
nineteenth century, a large proportion of the ox:en are depicted 
with humps. Yet Kolben (1719) h.imseH states that " as the Hotten­
tots know, the cattle of the Eui:opeans originate and descend. from 
the Hottentot's own sooc"k " . 

.But t,l1e fact that Kolbeu does ILOt credit Hottentot OJ\er1 with 
hmn1)s is not, su1·prising considering that the Hottentots lived, at the 
time -0£ tJie Eu1·opean peneti·atiQn into southern Africa, in one of 
the driest aud poorest parts 0£ the subcontinent. ·with all zeb,1 
cattle the size of the huntp is easily influenced by the feeding. For 
instance, it is frequent)y observed in zoological gardens that zebu 
Ol'tlve.5 born thei-e develop t.remendous humps, whereas in their im­
pmted parents the hump is hardly noticeable (Ep tein, 1937). In 
poorly fed specimen. of the red .Afrikauder breed, which is descended 
as pointe<1 out in anot1ier place from cattle o.f Hottentots (Epstein, 
1933), t.he lrnmp is even J1owadays practically unnoticeable. Yet the 
hump 0£ the Afrikander is Qne of the chief charn-cteristics of this 
breed; mHl it is evi(lent tlrnt this feature could not have been 
de>elopecl by Cape sett)ers, ha<l it. genetic fa tm not already been 
present iu t,he original Hottentot . tor·k. 

Fig. 2.-Efotteutot cow. After Schultze. 

'£he a<.:rompanying photo of a cow of Hottentot type repro<luced 
hy , ch111tze, shows an animal which an nn1rainecl observer would 
descr ibe ~s humpless . But it i. evident to i1 trained eye that this 
cow woul<l !>how a proper hump when well fed, and would certainly 
be capable. "·ith a bull of imilar confo1·mation, of producing a 
r·aJf that woulcl uevelop a y ry prominent, hump if properly reared. 
( ee fig·. :! . ) 
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The p1·incipal 'olonT of the Hottento rattle was rec] t hrough 
eYery hade horn <lark t to lig-ht. The ox r pr ;; ntecl ou Daniell ' 
painting i. dark red, and the co 1~· ]'epl'ouure<l by ~1;huHz see ms to 
hav b eo tlrn ame hacle also. Blark Hottentot t:attle too 'rnre 
fairly common, an] there were many r cl :rnimab which hall a white 
top :rnd unclerlin , or tbeir rncl colom· broken by white marking on 
nhuoi;t a n.v p(lrt of h e body im·luding- t he ·witch, aml e .~pe ·iall,,· 
on the bell uewlap :111d flank . R oan wa pra ·tically unlrnown 
among· Hottentot cattle. But a r ed ba<·kgrouud wi t h .-mall white 
spot. aloug the b lly, dewlap bri ket flank alH1 ribs '>as not ra re. 
Brown and yello~· .. tod~ occmTed :fairly frey ueutly. In Yer · ]'(Ire 
inst~inces Hottentot catt le were of a ·r e::nny \Yhi te, ven [ an almo-t 
·1101,·-whit <'Olour. 

ottento . 11 pare relatiYely large in bo<ly, although not. ;; :rnd­
ing partiC'ularly high. 'lht'ir heads al'e £ai1'1 big and loug, with 
a ·011 vex flat or 'Oc(;asionally ven ·onca;e pro:fil , an cl a sl i g-h l,r 
COUYeX 01' str. igh chaffron. fhe llJllZZle i lllllTmY arnl ]'Olrnded. 
'!'he eye are nuu.' nally : mall , the ear · fairly loug· and pendent, 11ot 
too hrond and 1rnrrowing· -,lightly tO\Yar<l the tips . The e" ·es are 
rn ostl .. horu le s, hut th ram;; carry horns ·1yJ1i ch are ith r ere c:ent­
.-baped or 1011gaterl ]nto n horizon al spirul. 'l'hei1· horns ar foirl,,­
lar"'e tapering oif 1·n11idl.r toward ' 1 he tips rrn d di splaying a gTeat 
1tu111her of <li ;"iti 11et tra11 .· Yer·e "-rink) ··e fig. :1 . ) 

Fig . :!.- l:lottentot she•p. Aft r . .\n toniu . . 

"C.·u ally the tail 1· ache.· hi tb hock. wh ere i t tenniuutes uhrnpHy. 
lrnt iu ome specime 11 s it s c:yl inrhiral tip is .-o lnng' a · to s weep tl1e 
g'I' nmd . In the hairlei:; · t1nder-surfoc of its fat-latle u portion, an tl 
in the -eparation of lhe lia re frorn lie l1;1i1·y an•as h:v a pair of 
longitudinal grooves, the tail oE the ITottentot be ii r semlile. that of 
other fat-tail d breed . I n most ·ase J1m1-e.-er, there is a maller 
acc\lllllllation of fat than i n the majori .r of African and A iatir· 
fat - ail cl a nimal-. In some in~ an ·e. th fut-tail is egg- haped not 
v u J'each i ng tb hot kB. In short he modifi<·atim1 0£ tail tnil'i 11re 
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displayerl by the Hottentot sh ep are nnmerou , hardly two animal 
l> i ng exnctl alike in thi feature. The tail n·enerally wei cths about 
three to fonr kg. Theal, 1907). ( ee fl.O's. 4 and .- .) 

Fig. 4.-Nama ram. fter chlettwein. 

Fig. 5.-.'fama i..we. After chultze. 

The majority of Hot e11tot - heep are co\e1· •d with hair in i ad 
t wool , the hair bei11g :lJort, trnl'~bt ancl t:oarse . Otlwrs have a 
hi k and curl ill'" \\'Ooll y fleece, but iu . ome pecimens the fl ec 

i ' lonn·, coar'e and . hao•o·y. On the face, helly and 1 o· the hail' is 
t hor and cl n e. The rnms u -1rn ll y rli 1>lAy n muJ·e or le - di in ·t 
thrnat mane. 
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'rlt il' colo ur varie · frm1 uuif L1ll dirty \\'bit to rust.: m· lark 
lmJ\rn, bla ·k or silver g-1·f', ·, hut; pi bald 01.· k -·11-bal<l p ec1me11 s at 
11 unknown. 

1rhe Jog;; of t1 e Jlot"l t>1 1fols w e1 · 11g·l,v LorenLu l'es, 1 heir hocli e .. 
!wing· . lrnp <l like jackals' and their bajr ·oar and h.·i ·tli11g- fo rward 
on lb" :;pine ('I1bea l, 1901) . r h~y nrie1l 'n iz and olour. , 'chinz 
(1891) 1lescril Jes t hem H. • ot medium size, with short hnir loug· snout· 
an(l dl'flr pi11g- ears ; Von l•'ran is 1 96) ns ronr e and ug·ly, a.nd 
Yal'yin.g· in l'!i ze flnrl olom· · whilst otl1 rs refer L-0 t h .111 as 1 an 
hungry look i11 g mon grel half :l;1n·, i and . avacre- t mpfll'Hl. 

;~ . ])",' ' ENT AXD Omc:Js nv •r1 11·: HnTTJ~NTOT 'ATTl .E . 

rJip amm rni of J'l'." :nch tlia has been bitberto c1evotecl -to . olve 
tlie r1lrnsfiu 11 of thl' racial rigin of !h lfoHenlot,.; clorne;;;t i1 : nnirnal._ 
j ,; n g·lig;ibl·. :For t hi · i· a . 011 pra :ti·<ll ly all npiuio n :Hhnn ·ed on 
il1 is point lrnve proved e!'l"o tl eon. . ,fol.Ju to n (l!J08), fo 1· .in · !:1111 ~ , 
in me11tioni11g tht• resemh lnnc·e of HoLieutot ancl B:11.1lu rnot of t-l1e 
inm. fur 1:a1tlt>, s heep anrl g-oat·-, nrg·11Ps that the g-ont fin•t, t hen 
1111• ox a.ntl Uu• shet!p wp1·e hmng-ht !o t lw Hottentot. from t.h e nor th 
h_,. Bantu OJ" Kilot,lr· negrne'. Ju a pr·>ion: publication n 1h \Ve.-t 
African borfoorn the nuthm· 193--1- lla ah nd_y commented on f·he 
i'i llj)el'fiC' ia. lil,\· 1 :f .J ohn. ton s hy poth e- 011 tltP orig-in of Afl'inrn 
rlorne. li r nni 111: Is. 111 t hi> rn e f t h .- clom ·.sti1· hte cl - n£ i L1e 
JTnUe11lot" it i;; l>arti ·ularly 1h111gerCJU o <·ornP lo 1·c11w1u. i 1J1S nlel.r 
fru lll philologi<·;1] r · mLhrnce of nanw:s wit hou wotluci11g :my 
. upporting x idenee. That sueh onclu . ion are often liable to ruT01· 

i:; sho 11·n h.r t.he following inHt:rnce: Th e~ Ilollentol.:; 1151:' the ·te.rm 
' Ii.is ,_. for llHll'~ from which thn t rpi nll~- HottP11toi lflil cllline 
' hiib ., to!' stalliou ha. bi> •n f()]:lllr~1L [ f we WPl'e to v ie-.;r this 
Ji.ng11i · it • ph nome non iadepe1Hle11tl .v of any ot.lier consiclenit io11 s, 
we woultl u1·1·i,·e at Ll1e wrourr e:n nd11 ' ion thni the Hoitf'ntot <1rq 11i1·1Hl 
their fi l':t h nrses from Engl i. 11 penki ng· 1wople.. T hi how 1·p1· is 
not t.1 1 (:i.lllf'. rehc· fo· t hol'. c :'; wen• im_pud~d iHl·o . '011th Afri1•a l1y 
th•· Dui<·h seHle1·s 1Yhu 1.1 ed the \. frikaa11 name ' ]Jerrl '' . 

~ s to John-t.m1's th m·y of 1h e Bantu orig-in -0f 1.h Ifo ft,>utot '. 
1lumestic'. a eel animals, it· i. w ll kn wu that within. al least hi. toric·nl 
I irnes l.l1P Holteuf-0l. pos:·essed h p an1l eatU . and n11 old pasloTal 
lrnd i1 io11 1011 g before they came i n Io eon tact witl1 1.he TI.an tu. ] I is 
rn e thP. obt..1.i11 d goats from t he Bauh1 after the l~111·-011 ecrn of'rup:i­

tiun of th e Ciipe . J~nt evt•n in 111.i .· l :fl,;e Johnsto 1t e.1:r;;: wh en :-iq,ru i11g­
£r m philolog-ical resemblan ' il lha i,ht> Hnltentots oh-vi<(l ll ly 111· 111ire(\ 
t h •ir gn:d prior t tl1 ir ·n1tlc :11111 . heep . 

Whdber i.he Ilotteut.ots olitui11P1l theil' domestic nnimal · from the 
Bnn u 111 Ea Afri a i , a:· , 'r·linllPl'n (Hl::JO ) . n l)m its, a mo l'e dehn lalil 
qu tion . TIJ autl1-0r, howe:>ver t m. i<ler, tht' i .·11e quite ·leaJ'; 
for t11 e Eu t Afri{'::tU Bantu pl:'opl \\'Pre <·t>l'faiuly not 111 pu,;,'f" s inn 
nf .fal-tailecl h ep no.I' of xl'.'1111 ('td Ile at the tillle t he H ot.fe1do t 
n ' quir d th ini. 'fheir catt le w er i;i of , 'a11rrn type, llerive1l f-rnm nn 
intermixtur·e uf llm11ili c Imig-h orn t·ti t l t> au(l Jonglll11"U rl zehu;;, 
~Yh)l, t lhei1· sheep w· l't\ Of tJw Ol'ig·ina) Jong- :11111 thin -t .dl d hreed 
ot' the lfomi tPs. 'l'h :;)1 Pp of tlw l!ot.i~1 11tots, or1 the utlit•l· h:111d 
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1.-ece fat-tailed animal , and their cattle z-ebus proper, as the autho1' 
ha s ~hown in previous publica ·ions ;- not, a , chapera as ert , " of 
the large, traigbt-baclrnd, long-horned type (Bos a !J:1.JPt'ia011.1), sti ll 
found among the native peoples in the - orn of Afri ·a ". The pre ·eu 
uattl popul::rbon of the Ilom of Afri ·a~ by tl e way, is also -0£ zebu 
tock . 

'videuce that the Hottentot cattle were of pue zebtt tock 
uncl not like the diver: Bantn breed of tla11"'a type deriY cl frolll 
a mixtlll'e of longhornec1 zeblts aud the originaJ 1011ghorned breed 
1 f the Hamites, is furni bed by various factor . Characteri tic 
nf the skull formation of zebu c<tttle are the great leno'th and irnnow 
width of t he head, t he f·.ompara(,ively long-, um-row ::u1d fine muzzle 
the light prominence of the ey htows, and the onve.: · profile. 'l'he 
ze lrn features representing th ' · d ert type " in cattl are found 
to a. fol l exten t iu the Afrikancler Lr d descended frQm the ··attle 
of t h Hotten.tots (Epstein , 1933) . , 'in e Hott nt·o catHe no lon e.er 
exist, nor any kele al matel'ial, the frikander cattle, being ot pure 
Hottentot hlood, hn.ve to Le thnwn on for evitlence . 

'rhei.r molm· teeth ate p lac d in an oblique posi ion just as iJJ. 
other zebu breeds 1;he stru ·tur of the enamel ii\ simple, the our e 
of th· groo ' es little complicated nn i tl1 enam el :stro1lgly developed. 
The back part or the lmnn' ju " ·-bone asce1tds vertically in the 
A.frikancler as well a in other zebu cattle, aud many othPr character­
istfrs, by which these animals diff r from cattle of Primig·eJ1iu ' t;nJe, 
are nmnmon to a ll . 

'l1 lt re i~ another im1)ortaut feature 1Yhicb Jll'O \·e· that. the Afrik­
and r, and theiv an ·e1:>tor , the Hottentot cattle, or to be 1·egarded 
u real z bu . Pra tically all zehn breeds ar di··t.iuguished from 
other pecie by the shap of th spiuous proce. e of their dor. al 
vertehrne the tips of wliiuh ~ni:> Li£rJ . The "UlU pl1enome)1on is 
found i.n the vertebrae o:f t.J1 frllrnn.der. c~Hle~ but hardl~7 e\' en a 
sttgge. ban of su cl1 a fissure in en tle of Prm11genrn type . 

In the Bantu cattle all of , \mga type tmtil the short-ho rnerl 
zebu made it appearance iu Ea t Africa a few centurie ao-o, this 
:feature i;how a lar<>e ran<Pe of variation. I u some of beru t he 
fissure i fairly d ep, although uot quite as deep a in the reel 
Afrikander lmttl and other rmrn zehu brnech;; in other it i Jiardly 
per epl ible· a11tl vel1 within one an<l the same br eel the differences 
are cousidern ble (Epstein, 1937') . 

'fhat t J1ere i~ u . imilarity between the Afrikauder and the 
.zebu. brought. hy 'emit.ie nomads from Abyssinia to Eygpt and other 
parts -0f Africa 3,000 to 4,000 years a0·o, a. re<Par <l t he fonn anrl 
the dir ctio11 of their horn s and a ll impDTtaut chara teristic of the 
body is shown by an ancient E"'yptian pic.ture of zebus, dating back 
to the period of the ' New Kingdom ' . (• ee fig. 6.) 

Thi s imilarit .ma_ke. it P"O ba ble that the original chnm te1·­
istics of the zebu aJ.·e pre. l'Ved jn the Hottentot c;a tle and their 
<lescende nt iu au eve11 pur r fo1·m thn.n in zebu of A ia whi ·11, 
a • tegmanu 'rnn PritzwaM (1924) as ert , were e_:q)o eel to the in.flll­
eu<'e of short-horned breed ( bm ·hyceros). 
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It is no <1efiuitelv kuown wh en i'he Hottentots first ca m e into 
pos e sion of thei r cattle . It is probable that they received them at 
a later pe l' iod than the Kilo ic and Bantu tribe did who e ca tle 
have t.lie ol<l Prirn i O'enius breed -of t he Ifamite: as a foun<lation, 
an(! at '' time when zebus wer imported info .Africa i1 SltCh large 
ntuubers a~ to pre ·erve the hrned in ptll'e form. Importntions to 
' u eh an exte nt v1·obabl.r on ly look plaee in po:it-ChTj ,3ba11 era . , most 
eTtai11l:v not p1·ior t.o the la t ceuhrries hefore Chri~t. 

ZEBU CATTLE OF THIRTY-FIVE 
CENTURIES AOO 

E p gl"•i"' (1911) . 

Fig. ().-Zebu catt le of liirt,s-fhe centuri<>s ago. 

A ·e0ttliug lo thei1· o·w11 tr;i<li t iuus, the Ilott~ntot 11ppea1' to han~ 
·0111 e from the lake d i.' tri ·t of 'eutrnl A fri(·ft whe-11 ce they " 'el'e 
dl'i1·eu our ;'It th e en<l of th fo1nteenib ·entur.· or th > b giunino· of 
tbe fifteeu1L b.v a more po1verful ru :e anMLl wi th bow. :rnd hnttl e 
axe.-. But . ;i~ 'rhea!. (1907) rig1itl:;· remarks, th a t was cer tainly not 
their enrl il' .~t bome, nml it is not e1·eu Ii k-e ly 1.he;r Tesided then• long·. 

Their zehn cn1tl 11lll 8t hn rn been ohtained in Ahyssioiu, lhe 
.~ urli11g poi11t of t be Y.elm peu trnho11 into Afri n, or . omewhne in 
1-hal. x·ir·iuit.1· : an<l h people hum wliom they i·e ·eived t hem mu st 
Jrn1·( bPt•11 of Sf'UJiti c or ::) miticir.e<l ·tock, sin ce u1l H:uuih<; (111cl 
partl:1· Hnlllitit · rn.1 : s nf Afri<"a were origina1l:- iu p ossessio n or 
lo1whu1·netl P .ri111igeni i.1 · cn ttl t' or at l east of ('atlle with n 1ne1i<, 111l e i-­
:.ll1<'1' of J:Inmititc luug·hom hlood_ 'l'h e only peopl<·s po.~:>es ~i11g- p11 r·e­
lne1l zebu:< \Yere emiti<" immig-ran s from ·outbern Anthia. 
Rc11apern s ~ ati'ment ' that cattl and s heev a1-1 dornestir: animal. 
1Yen intl'o1hire<l into Afri ·a hv tbP Ilnrnites " i. therefore errnueuu . 
!n i_t. 0 ·e ll ern li::1al'ion. }'or the ;.ul e playPd by tlrn, emit sand Hitti tes 
m i!ltroclu cing cattl and s heep into Africa i::1 uo le.s important, 
albf'Lt t: lnonolog-ically bter. The di stl'ilnit.im1 of tl1e zehu js n;: 
do:t>l,\' f'OJ1 uerted with l'h moYernent;· of , 1ui tic p eO})les, a. t h e 
OC 'lJ i'T('Jl ' e Of the gyptian ]oug·hol'JJ cat!: le u-ith_ f he mioTfl rirnt 
route nf Lt• ancient Hamite . Th e zebus of. Afri n iu r•e11eral tiud 
tho · of' ihe Hottentot in padi ·ula1· mn t be co n ·id er rl as hut a small 
brmll'h oi th Ya t famil .v of zeb11 cattle wl1i ch exteuds fron1 ihe 
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stttppes of Ueutral Asia, their originnl home and plaee oJ -their 
ev(lh1tion, ove1· th~ whol~ ,;out.hem pa.rt of that cont.iuent fronl Uw 
P acific to, the R cl Sea nnd tlwnc·e Nn•ouglt portio11s . of eastern, 
aoutl1ern and sout.h-westem A frie!l to the shores oi 1 b1.. Atlantic· 
-1 ·ean. 

4. D.Escmn AND OnwrN ol· nm HorrnNTOT SHE1u>. 

Sjnce t he Hottentots the.mselv1Js tll'·e 1:elat1vely uew-uome1;s to 
Suut:h \\t e&t and 8ot1th Africa it is evident that, t.l tefr ~hettp am 
equ.ally as non-.lndigo11ous to scmther11 Afr1ca as_ t hefr cnttlP.. No1• 
~(ju}d thsir she p lun~t! bee.ii m:cinb:ed in South Afrfr..u. from tJ1e Boutu1 
as t he hditP.1.' 1l id not t hen possess fat-failed anilOals, lmt sbeeJ1 of 
the long-nntl thin- ta iled Humiti ' t.vve. 

1lhereforp wH must again fo llow t he migrati<1n route of th~ 
H ot.teutot•s 1lack to tJ11.~ lal<e district of ()e11t.1·al .A.fru•a whore to t,l1is 
rfo,y t he s1rnep population is of fu t.-tntl'ecl t,vpf' fl,pd ftu·t lle1· 1101.:tb t.o 
Ah.\'Sl'linfo t1 11d flit> lloi•u of Africa. wbitbel' the Si>ud~es lwnugh t 
lheh fat-tail 11 1dlt't'l) h ·11m the sout hf'l'nJUo. t. J!0iu t vf .Aruhia. 

At t he lime, 1towt;-ve.T, when the lfolteutots i;i.cquired t}iefr 11 eep 
SOllH.>. where j~l the vltlinity of Abyssinia or SQll:l,alilau<l, the fat-tailed 
hr('ed was not :t:> yet so c:ornpletely sta blished in that region as the 
zebu . }i'or the shee11 ·of tJ1e Hottel1l.ols are not <rt: puJ"e 'fat-tailed 
stoe1k, but ha.vr bPsides n st:i;.ain of the long- a nd t hiu-ta i lecl hai ·r~' 
brnecl of th l!fami teE which fnllowerl th migration of thei r lll t'llit 1' 
th1·ottgl1out Africa. 

'l'he Hotte1\tot sheep ,tJ ispluy Ceah1i·~s 110t fotHHL i1t a;n . p1,m~ 
fat-tn,ilell breecl. 'l'he g1·eat vn,riation in the chaTact:e1· of t heur coat, 
colour and confo11matio11. led B'nroilton Rmi Lb. (.l 8"7), at !l. time Whl!n 
far 1 ss was knowu of the Hottentot she~p tha.11 nmv, to cli \•icle thP.tn 
in t,o t hree elnsses ncc:ordi11g to d i:ltetenaf'S in the shape of t.beil· tail, 
h01•11 : and pl'Ofile , tm.tl tHco1·tliug lo the colour an'1 ondition of t heir 
cflu.t. 'fh~se ' 'a1·iatio11s, howe'\'l'l', num~ly :,h1;1\v flrn cocnpl t· !fl ·k 
qf unifoJ·Jni1,y among H tt1;>utot sbet.>V 1lue to the ir mixeil aJl(!esky. 
It i im1wssilifo l"n dnssi(y tJrnnl n tliffen•nl. type$ i:; inte all vnrinti1 ,ns 
iire 1'01111t>ded h,y u mllltilnclP vf transiti011 i1 l p lH1SI!<'. 

'l'h 111.ixed origi n of thti lfotte·ntot ;;ibeep find. lJeromes appar1•nl 
lu·ough the grant vrwiety of th fr <'Ont <·on.rlitio1i. Tha ma.jorjty of 

fat-f'a.ilt!cl sheep of .Asia and A'f.ril-a, c•:lil'l',V a woolly Be~ · (-\. Bllf. the 
sh e 11 <1f i he lli1t lt•ntots are with few e;x(·e11 t.io11s lw fry. their roat at) 
the mot 'he111g· ;.1 rn ixhrrP of kemp ::i ncl wunl. 

A iwoo£ eYen more con ha he of tlrn cliphyletic origin o~ the 
A.frika.ndel· sheep is t)1e £o t tlrnt the majority of t.heir ra.Il'.l , <le•elop 
u t hroat t11ane. No other bTeecl of fot-tailed sheep is sQ disti·Hguishec.L 
\Ye must A'h 'e t·n.•cli I foi: ihis feotuTe a,lso to t,he Hamit~c 11he1·p nmo,ng 
which tlie ram. cmrry mnne=- . 

FnrH1er i t i:; ne es:-:11'~ to cun:<i<lf'L' the question -0f t bf1 tnil 
J{JJ'mation of fhe HotLtentot sheep. Tht> niodifiuations ()f f!) il str1\ctu~·e 
nre SO U11Jll~t:OllS .an.tl wicJe]y oiwt•g.e.nt f,}ia t. tbiR feature a]u.11 e i& 
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suffic ient proof of the wjxed ori<>·iJ1 of the H0He11tot ln- ell. .1£spt•1·i­
all the typ wi'th a r lati~ely thi11 , cyliudri,cal tail . o t r eruent1ou1:1 
in le11gih as to sw ep the O'I'OUllcl (sweep st rt), cl a1 ly 1rniut to th e 
i nflue1ll.: t· -of the loug- a url thin-tailed sh ep of the Rn Iii ite. . (Set' 
fig· 7. 

Further eYi<l ence of the diphyleti ·· origin 0£ Hottentot shi> p 
is pro..-icleil h,y the shape of their ram ' horns. Be ·itle. re.-c·1rn!-­
shaped horns similar to those of other fat-ta.ile1l breeds a l:irg·e 
.1tumber of Hotte utot sh eep arrie spiral-shaped ones. 111 sume 
in tan ees tbe 1wrew of the hor11 i , nai·to" · : i o )th ex · it i~ 11rawn out 
its axi s pointing outwarrl . Horns .-o sha.µeil are not known to have 
ocm!l'rf'<l in m1.y pure fat-tailecl hxeed of A ia 01· .Africa , .neitl1er in 
ancient uor moder11 times. 'l'hP 011ly ·1·1·ew-borne1l sheep . except for 
one or t1>0 almost extinct hreeds in 'umatm t~nd north-\Yes tern 'hina , 
are 0 '1J is pa.laeoaegypticu s and :<omP of it:< !le ·enclants . 'l 'he lrt' p­
·icero · .·pe ime ns 1f the Hottentot hreed there fore ofter irrefutable 
proof of their mixed pnreutaµ-L'. 

Fig . ·?.- " 'weep 'ter t ' . Brit ish l\fu. um. 

A<>'a.in, the .' trep icel'<),· feature of the H ott ento t sheep is r elia bl 
ev idence that he crossing of the fat-t::ii led au<l Hamitic: hTee<l i'l h.ad 
aheady been a ccomplished prior to the Hottentots ·omi11g- into ontn t 
with the Bantu. For t he orig inal thin-taile<1 . hf'e p of the R nntu 
,·vere not trepsiceros i ll ty pe, hut ba<l cresc nt-shaperl horn .- . 

Before conclucling ou r ac ··mmt. on the origiu of th e Hott e ntot 
h eep, a chronologieal remark may he of interest. W e ·ugg-e:·lecl 

before t hat the Hottentot acquired their l:attle at a lat r period than 
the Bantu tribes theirs. Our study 0£ tbe oTin·in of th.e Hottentot, 
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sheep prove the accntra ·y of this tatement. The Bantu did actually 
acqufre theii: domestic animals before the Hottentots came into 
possession 0£ theii's; for just us t'he Dautu cattle h<1ive the ancLent 
~amitic long-hornet1 l}reed as a fonudatiou, whilst the Hottentot 
c:lHle were of the ;;obseq,ueutly imported zebu type, ·so fJie Ilantl1 
&-beep are of the ol'iginal long-~nd thi11-taili;id bTeed of tbe Hamites, 
while those of the RotfontDt in ac.lditicm, carry blood of the fat­
tailed hreed introduced rnto Afriea at a much Inter dat.e by 'emites, 

'l'he pe1·io1l <>f the t!'\"Ohtticm of the Hottentot. sheep in East 
Afriea a.lso. OOI'Tespon.ds with the above ;mggesti1:m that the Hottentots 
did Dot obt'1iu tbl'it· domestic ::ntimals Jll'ior to the last centuries before 
Christ. For , col)siderinir tlrnt the fat-tai led sheep of Syriti did 
not euter l!.gypt hefoi·e the encl of the secourl pre-Cluistian millenium, 
it is evident, in view (>f t·l1e slow means oi c·omm u11icn.tion. in Ai·nbia 
a.nil A£.rica ju those ancil}ut times that it 1uust Jrn.ve takell at least 
a few centwie lllfl)'e befOi'f' t)rny arrived from Pnlesii ne , by wav 
of Arabja, in Aby~ i 11ia and tb lake mm try, 

It is ev-en doubtful, cliscarcling the shOTt sojourn of -the Hottentots 
in the lake di,·trict. of Cenfu:al ]fast Africa, wlietlier the fat.tailecl 
sheep were established there ea1·liel' than a few centuries ago. For 
it is but fifty years sin ce the :6.r t fat-tai led specimens reached wlmt 
is 110~ Southem Rhot.lesia from tl1e uorth (Epstein, in pTeparation). 

That the zehns, and fot-tailecl sheep wel'e preaerve1l .among the 
Hoite'ntots throi.1gJ1 so many centuries in thefr original pure form 
is ·due to ihe tad t ln\t the lfottenf.ots wf\re one of the JJ1ost sou.thero 
.African races of purtl3 Omtcasia.n i>iock. Therefore they were able 
to draw away -from any p ressure from the Jl<lrth and move south.wards, 
"he.re i10 pa . tm·al ttibes, but on]y Busbnia.n -lmnters, we::l'e dwelli.nfl'. 
During thefr rnig1·~ti«m to the Cape, their h~l'(ls of zeb1;1 cattle ai1d 
flocks of fat-tai led sheep w re removed from a.ny outside influences, 
untiI, at. tlH! most >ioutliern point of foe cont.in nt, they m•t the 
vanguat'd of the Em;.opeans. 

As \\'e have shown lhat the Hotte·Jlt.oh1' domesti c amirnals are 
ro ther of Semiti<~ than Hamitic ol'igin, Schapera's :urrg·estion (1930) 
that "the l!ndoubted Hamitic: (tffiuitiee; of Hie Jlottentot lMi,gua.ge11 
would in cline one t'c) look fOl' ~\ direct. Hamil.if: influ •n(:e in r.espect 
of th!l dome tir: anitna4 al u " , may ha.-;"e to lie revt>1· eel; that is 
to say .. the 1tndo11bted Semitic :i:nftue.l>ee iu res}Ject of the Hohteut,ot!l1 

domestic an i mai- muy inclin e. nuthropologists to look for Semitic 
affinities 1n tbe Hottentots. 

5. ON T:e:.E On.mm or '.t'lf'E HOT'l'J':N'l'O'J.' Doc. 

An. a:ttempt tio tn1re t he hfatory of th.e Hottentot dog has been. 
made by M1,1,joi- Gwutkjn (1933-4). But i t mu$t be ad;01itted that 
the difficulties 0£ studying the ori ·in of this inter stiu.g canine l)reed 
al'e far g:reater than in the ase of t he Hottentots' cattle :i.ncl sheep. 
For the B:ottentot dog, i.l1rough. la 1k 1Jf inte1'e t, or perhaps op n 
liostilit on the pai·t of the early settlers, is now entirely extinct, 
whilst n,o. skeletal material<>£ jtt exists jn auy rrluseuro. And whereas 

645 



with the likewi ·e exti ud RvHenlot eattle we have :11 lea . t 1.li u• pure­
bl'ell de~wen(la,nts, t h e .retl Afr.ilra11der hreed , for st\11l.1' a.nd oompru-isou , 
the 1{lio1les1im Ridg-ebaok though des~eml 11 from the JloUeJJl ot 
llog· a:ud p1·es,rvi11g some of its c ltaraderisti <: fo11.h n·e:s, i•:urnot lw 
takeu to fill th'i p la ce. 1•'01·, as lrwatkin .~tatef< ' · i lw l~bo rl e:s i<rn 
Jti(Lgebn<'k has uwloubi eclly b en ·ro .- -ed with ot he1· lnt>ed.· i11trndlll:eJ 
b~- .E11.1·0pt•a.n:s t1 1Hl Ct>J·t ainly itt a rnost linphn:rni·d uimmer " . 

T!t t- mN111,; of ani.-.;·iug at a s11fiicie11tly wtdl fo tuuTt•(l ( he.ory 011 !]111 
riu·iJ1 nurl des1·eIJt. of the RotfoutoL clog are then•forf' l im.ii ed to t hr> 

t 'O f~jln sions whi(·h 1·a11 be (1rawn from t.he frw ex is tin.g· J,Ji et nre: 
ut tbf'sP do~:;. aHtl f.i-0111 t,JH' al1111·e- p1oted de Tl'ipt !nu~ h.Y 'l'h al :111c1 
othet's. Sitl<'e t: lw llot!P11tnt.; thelnseh·es np1Jt'ar· lu h:1v1• originated 
so111e"heve betwtWll (.]u1 lake di ·tri ct of Ceut,rnl :East Afrioa and 
the hig·hh~ .n1l.,; of Aby ·:'l ini a, iJ1 th e . a rn e n~g-ion wli e t P they l'.wqtiired 
tJwir f·ati'le :111d sheP p it is t ·Pflf;o.unllt? t·o nssum e th:i! llwy 1·ame in!n 
posses,·i·t.UL of' !11eir i\og-~ in J) 1e ~am~ phH' . 'l'ht• d1·:'vt.i]Jti 11 · n11d 
]J id ,1u· · of t be Jr olt !;' n ti)t dog ,;liow t}rn.l it lu•)(111go 11 tn tli pariu 11 
1 ~' }JP found pnirii('ull .v 1hroughout, th~ whole of Afri ·a ~nd 1110 East,. 

The Hvl·te1dot <log, h: wPvtn· , hn i:. pne J)eP uli;\1tt.y wlt id1 1li st io­
.i .. n1is lws i1 fnn1 1 oi li er p:ni :\ h. l:l·pHJ...; :- the liair 11n ilc; s11ill t' 1wlnf·,., 
fol) tWanl. AlHl t.b ii;. feahtre b a.· giv.e 11 ri .·e tu a sh·u 11,ge H1 eory on 
the lfo t tt-utnt 1log-';:; Of'ig-in. lhY:ltki11 (1 93;3-4),J.rntne ly, hns lliscovm·ed 
t. hat. tb..e IIottl'ntoL dog is 1111t the 0111.v lireell who e hair 1·urb forwal.'rl 
011 its ·pi11e . l>ut· i:lrnt it shan•:; 1l1i · pe<'uli ar it·. - " ·itli a Jog from t.h(• 
;;rnall islu.11tl of l >lrn-(Juoe iu tb.e I11do- ''hiu.a se;lS. 'l'h is clog is 
1les •ti beJ a .~ follows: - ' A l oug· hf'f1 d wi t h p01rerflll j:t\Y~, 1·ec l 
paJ· " re<hlish eyei:i, with a ;;a-vng·t\ xpress ii)u 1 so1n ll'l1a t; toa.rse hotly. 
nec;k very long and fl exible, shoukl ers lopin g·, belly drawn up 
l oiHs hroad and strnug. St.might arnl km1 li>gs, ~tifl +>s rn.11wr . tniig·ht• 
with mn '(;u\ar thig·l1 .~, \ 0 11 "'islt teei' wi ! 11 h:n1l pad . . 'on t, 011 tltf' 
whole ho<l~· irn1l 1 gs very • 11 art and 1h•11i;r, on I he l1n t k t h e h:i i 1· 
i: j"'l' (iwi11g I.he wnmg wa.r, tuwal'd s !hr J1 t• <1.d, a111 I i~ m1wh loug·w· 
auc harcler. 'o]'our, i·ellrli:·h fawn \\'j(h hlri ·k nn1zzle, th hai·1· -0 11 
tb e hack hei11go J ;u·ker. lfeiwht nho11t t 1Yeni ~· -0 11 f' i11 r hP1' . weighi' 
a.l>out fod,v vounilf!" . 

111. t lrn :1.b)lf'flcfl of an osteologicnl analysi " of 1· h ~·l'lrn-Quoc clog's 
skull , Hi e tlescr ipti oJ1 ])(lints t n a·~ypi eal sout.hern .Asiati purin.h liog 
a form dosP l ~- n.ppToa e hing- t l1 e dingo, hut wi1h a di st:inc-tio11 in tb f> 
t:hara.r·ter at· i!'i; coat , lllHn ely, t he ha fr along· i hP , pi u nl 1·ci l 11 mu 
growing fonrnnl. F 1·om t.he similal'it.y oi tl1i: feat ttn" in the HnM.en­
l'ot. and t.lw Pb,1-Quor: dog G\Yntkj11 (l933-4) n r g' lll'S tlrn.t "1 1i f' 
Hottentot dog, if not actnnlly t he "UllH' as th(• Plrn-1.,hioc, is defi nitely 
deri Yetl from t he i:;an1e Asiatin st;o'k tlia.t 01·ig·iiin.t,e1l f'l1f' Ph11-Quo1· '' . 

Bul whil st. i t mav 1101<1 trne t.hat thP. Afrieau irnd ;:;ou1J1 f! rll 
As ia ti· pin iahs are lles'C.: 1~wl ed froru tlie . arne wilcl c:;;111i11P, Uwn.! ki 11 's 
iugurneu1atinu is nevertltele -· e1'1'011t• o11 s. 1"0 1· en:! ll if ono of these 
two breeds had the 11ail' on its h:H:k ]ying> n nnnl. 1. hi ~ wonld noi 
no 11 tnu1ict t he the01·~- of their rnonophyh•t:io ori g· i 11 . On t h e utl1er 
hund, the similarit £ tlii s fen. l11l'e i11 tbe 11ol;tentn1 an il t.he Phu­
Q~oc hreed prnvicles i10 11ppnrt "' lui faol•veT fol' thi:> t lPo t·y. 'l'h e 
In as at. tihe tim , nf their ountry's co nqu est, _possess ii b11lldog-, 
cl achshuml- arnl 1c•n ier-lik • bree11s. Y et it. i well-known ·that he 
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In ca. J g-. we1·e tlel'iYed from entjrely cliffel' ut wild u11·es l,i 1rs tlrna 
a1·e h t> Old World bu llLlugs, Llach ·hunds ::intl terrier". This i>.S:aJnp le 
inerely shows that th rnnµ-e of mutnl.i.011 1~ du • to th e ~ffe ts f 
1lo1Hestic•rt'io11 is li mifrd; H e u eulirels difforent pecie. sout time 
sJ)mri,ng in.rallel nrn tations . sn i:h u. baid ·;,;n 'SS ocourri:ng in hlll;naus, 
<loo·;;, swine cat tl e, mi ·e, u·oat ·· ; rep;icero · born in the a.nci ent 
Egypt iau shrep a11d gout · ; wuollin e in f:h ePp, pood le., som • ltt1s. ian 
anJ Pi~ragttayan horses, tertai n 0 11 l;h-easte rn E tu·upeau 11:igs, A.11g01·;1, 
cats, rabbit and Gui11Pn pigs; tEw s or la.p11ds ill h eI goats a ud 
pig. ; au.ky lo i of th~ tu ud. l ,-e rt .hraP in h . -P, 1l oµ;s, at and l.11ice; 
c:oa t ·o lour, long pen1lt-'ni ea r ' , fat tlepo.,it s , h0111les ·11 . ' • a11<l J11:n1y 
JllllJ ' t• of the like. Aud . nch p;11·nllel mutations or eonvel·ge111·iP 
hrny he> iudur·e1l i11 dom e. tit; ity hy the 1'31Jle 01· b.) d·ifl'nent 1 ·~lll.'\P S . 
In t he ea-e of -tip Hoitentot uml thP Phu- IHJI' clog t.he r;a u e nf th· 
'UUV rg-ency ill l'Ua t rhfl. l'Ol'f Cr nl:t y lrn\'e p rhup. Ue(•ll the -<.1Jll . 

vVe coulc1 irnag-iue, fo r ju:- tunce 1- lu. c inlneeding, a· l1ot·h th se tlug 
am i11 snl:u· furn1,;, so to speak, t lJ i,o lloi.leniot <'log- bP i11g l<iug removed 
from any J'o reig 11 inflnen eP, sin1·(• it· mu st rs con, titutt'cl 0110 of th 
mn:t . • ou~;lici·n A:fr[ ·au rnee.; of p;,i d l,y Ca~ ·asian ,' tuck, in n l'~)u 1 1t1',Y 
tl e1•oul of 1>e ple po Ps. l•(l of 1lom ~:-.h amm o.l. . ud r r su ·h 111 ulnr 
·on<liti1ms i1 is relaiiw1,Y ea;,; ,1· Io pre ·erve aml _pnlpagati> :>ronlan 011s 

nn1 at~o11 aud n.tnxisti1· ll +:> 1aleli a 11 fac-tor 

'1'b punilleli . m in t he rh:nadf' 1· ol' th coa t in the llott nt.ot and 
Phu-tJuo . clu11·1:; lhert-fore lH·m·cs uhs<>luleJy uot·hiJ.1g with regal'd 
to their ance try· nnd it .is a f. Ib ey to belieYe that thi mutation 
eoulll not h nxe be 11 rlewlopecl in A £ri ·a spun.1aneuus l.r, I.ml that t he 
riLlg·eb·"Lc k, "favourit e of tlw 1rn viCl'al.i no- Ea .. ternet"' ' mu t Jrnve 
be 11 in Ll'Oducecl l1y en from tlw miu·iu al home nF tJ1e Plm-Qnnr. 
Gwntkiu g·o · o far eYen a " to . 1ate i. ha. t a;- the Chine e a11.J ol li e1· 
E:1steJ·11 '1Jations we1·~ nu:vicratino' lhe Indian Ote<m for a 0 orn;id J'ahl e 
peri od h>fore thf' 10th 1.:e1it111'_1-, il was fro m thi s so11 1'f:e clo11b l lP:<8 
tbat the Roitentnh; reeeived their clog,; . In i>U}Jport ot this th 01·y 

b l' eve 11 men1 im1s Mong·olinn elrnnicte ri sl ics in 111e Ifntleniols 1:be111-
, I ve . 

(1. LANn 'l'x;N 1rn. 

ArnulJ~ the Ilottentot e ' ry lt·ib had it;-; 11 wn tel'l'ilot·y which 
was tlie tnbi>' s enmmunal p1·0ped~Y- Pu .~ . r.;-l iy Ot' new-to111r1-. h ad 
to get ilie hi f's permis. i n if lh ey wi bed t l1n11 t n a h'ihnl 
hol11i11 g m· pu tui•t: thei.l' crttLI P- and :heep t h •re. In t, he early fi:1y.· 
of l.l1 f' Hu tch sPLtl eme nt the differ ent lT 1tentot trihe: wen~ :;; it uate c.1 
fm· U J~Art, eadt tribe bolrlin g ve1·t,ain entres round whi~h it mig-rnf cl . 
a11d ch iroiap; as it.: terri lo ry all land wh re it memlwn; were ac ·u;i­
tumed to g-raz t h eir sto ·k ( ~ r lrnp>rfl 1930). , i111·e t l1P Ifotteuhits 
depenth•rl ulmo"t entirely upon u 1ilk for uhsistP111 ·f', t bt', 11 el:! 1l erl a 
l aq:re 1111ntlwr of e(1W ' and ew e::: . ;1nd 1·01rer1ueutl y a g1·m11t exte11 t 
of pasfor for a h eJmrat community ('l'li eal, 1907). 'l'hi s ll' :t: 

1.lw can s of their be in g sn thi11l.v st·atten•il. :For, 11wing to til e 
na1111·al poverty (If t heir country au<l the freqneut pPrio1l ;i of droup;ltt, 
they hacl to rn ve abo u t £reel · in seal'r:h of pashni>. In t he eal'l. 
dn_y s thf' hmrnrhn ii>8 of t he iriha l terrilorie ·were uoi ver.v clearl y 
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defined, and on that account fights ior pasture la nll oeeured LLUite 
often. Howevet·, ; s long as sufficient grass ~\nd water were available 
im• all , t here was Little obje ·1ion ra i1'11d as a rule to in trusion. 

Along the west coa t of southern Africa the land of the dilleren.t 
tt•ibes a.ppea.rs to have been even l ess clearly demarcated than in t he 
vicini ty oi t he Cape . But owing to the aridity of thi region 
particular va.lue ·wa, attache<l to tl1e pos. ession u£ the well l'l and 
wa t.erbolt!!:l whfoh the Ifotte11tots rlug in the beds of t he periodical 
she~tllll aud IJOVe J" d over c:anifolly t.o prevent evaporation (Stow, 
J ~05). Thi,, does not meau., a· Mrs Roernle (1918) l~)ints out, t hat 
, trnngers could not use the water, but th.at ceTta.iu pe ·ific tribes 
hatl a :prior right to different fountains or pools, establi shed by habi t 
Ol' throug h thefr wol'k in rligging su ch wells. 

In la ter t imf'::i, w hen the pre w ·e of thtt Dutch from tJie south 
and of the Ovallere1·0 from the n01·th restrict cl tl1e free movements 
of the Hottentot tribes, trj bnl boundaries were morn . •are£ully defin ed 
l1et,ween the chie fs, aud any en roachmeut w M fol'hidd e-11 and deeply 
te. ented . If a tribe wanted to ruove into th territory of another, 
pennis .ion hn<I ihst to be asked. If the:"' wer on fri endly terms 
tb i ~ was ofteii g-r:rn tecl without l vy, bnt if relations were strained 
owing to previous eattle raicls, permission was refused or a tri bute of 
luiifers demaudecl as 11aym nt or aeknowl dgement of t he resident 
tri he's ownership of t.he clfrtri1·t. Of <~<mr ·e, sometfru es permi siou 
wa:; r ef"ust!.<l, and if P. n1:mru:h1r1 t'llt took place n eVl"' t' tlHiles , .it, Jed 
tu Wal', It ofteu happe11ec.1 that \1 ti:il1e paicl the fri hute for a hurt 
p 1:iorl , but 1·efused h1rthn pnymen t wheu on e i-;eHled down and 
al'1.mstome1l lo it;; new s11nou11di11gs, even under threat of war. 

Comm una 1 la.n(l ut a trihe could no t 111Jc1e1· auy niroumsta11ces 
b ·ome the 11.1·011eTty of an inclivi<lua l m th e hief s . J t wa regarderl 
a inalienabl e . 'l'he 1:hi ef Juul no l'i.ght to ell ·uch land, and even 
t he granti 11 g of u ,_n fru ·t wa ·ubj er·t, to the con Put of every fan'lily 
under Jiii; rule, nu10 11 <» wlwm trri lrnt :s ol' 1nn·rhase money. hn(l to he 
equally divi1led, (Wnnrhes, 1909). 

Every ITnHenfot had u JH'rso11al right fo tlJc 11se of hi s I.rib 's 
foJl( I watt•r aml grazing- fo1· himself, hi~ .fa mily irn1l hi. stock. _ o 
diief coulcl i11ted •rp wi th 1.w e~1 tl rl 11 pri ve a sul1je1·t of snd\ ri >'bt.s . 
A fir~t-cmi:.u t· h:vl pri or 1·ights. lf n man .clu~ a wt>ll 0 1· .opeuerl ~1p 
a • pnng', i t was In s pl'Operty n ntl he l'eta1lle1L the sole nght to Lt . 
Ally bocly wi ~hin g· Io use n ·h wntHr for himself or his Rl.nrok had 
fil';;t to nsk patmiR -i•on from t llP mrn P.1' .* 

Evel'y Hnfb .. 11tn1 wa1' nllowed to muve freely fl \'el' the fribal 
tenifor y .ancl to el'el't lti s l111t whe1•evPr li e pleased , witcJ1011t Te triet.ions 
f~·om the clli ef or n11ybo1ly else. flitt j m ust lie uuclers lood tha.t his 
right was m reJ,v to I lie use of t he fand :rnil in no r:ase Lmp lied 
full ownership to the px-·lusion of others. 

In ce1·tai 11 r espects, howevel', memher w • . .re l ii"nite1l in the 
m1r%tricted exploifa t ion ~)f the il'ihnl land. For e~ample, t he chief 
could orde!' r:er ain µ-razing- gTu.l nrl to l·i 'Vacated so Lhey ould be 

• Report on tJ1e N:lt ives of onth West Africa and their Treatment by 
Germany. London, 191 , pp. 75-76. 
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re.-led. • 'ueh orders \q·re i11 ull i11~ lal1l~es iwplic_it ly oheye<l b.~" th e 
people. The 1.;0 11 ~e 11t 1Jf tht· (' htef wa al ·o u•ce.-s· n·y it lhe inlrnhilonfa 
uf a krna l wi:shed fo burn the Yeltl i.11 w_i1d_«1· <J " ' lo ·p eed up t lw 
g-ro1Y !1 of lh - young- g-rns~ l'ol ln'°'·irw the -tfrst spring- rai.u , . l'he !·' 

i 11~ h1 11 r.;es 0 liow tha t d ~ pilt> llw i1· 1101nntlic li(e the H~nttentot. hall 
a (' f'rh1i n kllowledg-.., DI' !)ui;tnre 11H-1rn1g·en1 "1d ::~«1i1 1 Pd frun 1 "XJJP1·i1-•nl'e . 

I . OwNB1tsi.u1· A:x 11 CQ1· 1:,;1T10.s o r' ( ' N1"1'.1. i.: .1!\tJ S111-:1-:P. 

J 11 i he e:t1·l_y da_v,; of I he E1nopPa11 i; t1le1ne11t a the 'a11e t li e 
H0He11h1t w·ere PSl1·e111t>h' rich in d rnoe.· ti · anintals . .EvPry fo))l i\ ,y 
b ad ils owu l':.tftle all<_l ,,·be p; and :il i l1m1r•h it 1r ;1: cu iomary l'1H' 

l; ho.~P nwHers wb u 1h1·el l a a N1 1111111 111it,v tu g-1·au• t he ir nattle :incl 
shPHT> l.ogr-t lrnr, tl1 P I 111 1 er w1•rn n nl comu1011 bu t p r i n1tP proper \,\·. 
'l'u 11u11t1• Kolhen \ 11 W) : ' · 'L'h re is 1)1i l,Y one ]1ercl ul' l1o l'll e<l caiile 
in P<t1· h ln:1Hl , hnt· Chi .~ 1loe~ 11 ol' \ip)ono· to Olli• p1~rsoH ulo1w such a: 
1he ['liief Or ollt- of Hi we;1Uh i1··r m.e111h rs, bu1. every inh:ihit.ant of 
IJ1e lrn:rn l bas a .· lw.1·e i11 ii, ])p i1· large 01· . ma.ll." 'l'h1• cattle w ~ 1·e 
r:011.sif11• r t' d so mnd1 1 he pro1wrt.\· of f-lw li 11 shaod un1l wifo I hn t t he 
!'11rn1et· roultl not JisvosP of nu,r witbu11 - Lbo cou ·e111 of 1.lw lalt r. 
~uiul' 11r \1w ·all1ie w~·re killed 1111l ire l;y fo r t.\w wo1111?11· · n .·e . It. wa 
rarel~· that rnf'n a11d 11·011H: 11 nh.· of tlw ~ a111 e ox 11r 1·my (S1ow , l!)O:i). 

EYer Hoti ~·11 tot. kll e 11· J1e animal he iio:se ·sed. 'L1 0 foci Ii fa Le 
disNi min'at iu g· behre \ll i h Lock uf olle O\ 11 e1· f'l'OJJl hiil n ' ig·hbou1·s', 
jt was cum inon pnu·i icP nu1onn• them to · e]pc· I t lwi r ln'L•edion• sl nc·k 
acconliug to colu11r. \ s a ru1e, every to k owJJ er k1•µt and lJJecl 
Lnimuls -0nly 0£ 0110 a u.d t he arne colourin"', e.'d1:rng-i11g t,ho. e i"h::it 
clifier etl for a.nimnl; · of tlie tl esirnrl ' olour (, 'cJ1u l1r.t>, l!J07). :::lcllllltr.e 
alsu uientiou thiit lhl? Ifollenlois 111a1·ke1l tl1ei1· c·attlr in speria l wu · 
hy nliling-, pt>i·fol'nling 11 1· lopping· th e i·r eo1·:;. 

Cnlt lP anil sheep 1n·1·t• tH'quirerl iLL di1h·11•ut 1Y ay .~: - After the 
tlea t !t 11£ a JloltP nt(lt his :;L1wk 1n1s 1li1- i,[rd amu11g hi s h . ii' .~. B11 t iu a 
1Te~llt h ,\· f:rn1il.r !he f: 1l'l1e1• l)l'"11· i1l ed hi · l:bilchen wilh t ck wJ1il , t 
st ill ;ili1-('. r :; ~1 nlly : nrwly linrn cliilrl l111d ~<me uuin1:ils seL aside 
fol' it, 1l11ll <d tliP p111wr ·~' 1 ·l·r e1u un i e.~ or marr[;\ge both l'\OllS a111l 

d:111µ·h1 rs wen~ g'LY .. ll a fA 11· hPad o f' tcwk 1 >~· lheir pnrl'll t i\ . ( ):1.t1.IP 
\l"f'l 'l' rnrtlw1· a1·quin>1l l>:v h:i rll'l' wjth ~111· !1 <>l1jt1 ( · \ · u .~ 111ilk pnls antl 
11•t•upo11s, .i11 d iu mon· 1·ec:t>1il· I irnc>s 1•:11nqw:i11 j 1,11lt· g·nrnls Schap 1·u, 
I!:laU) . 

'.L'Jiof;t' 1Tolten1utii 11·h o wne 1101 g1\' n .~lrn·k h,v th ir 11arP11ts 
u eel to seJ·ve tbe weaH h iPr n'°'·ne 1·s n.~ lw l' dRJ.l'.lPTI , 1·p1,t-iY i·ng· a cow 
ot· a •ire fo r thei1· s> n·i c ; M ,]~e th(• \· lef t the kr:1al fo r three. 
Rix 1)1' ,~- ·lv l\l\Hlthi< {tJ IY rk (J.Jl a Hurni ~::in ' s fonn. rn t h i .~ 111nn11rl' 
tl1E>,Y manag cl l.o acquire iu chw cou!' -e a-few lu•ad of ' n!tl a 1ul slJCe p. 
Jt 11·as ea f; ier ftQr them to nh1ai11 toc k from Ji:11ropl!an · :in t his wn :\­
Hn111 from fheiT 1) 1\' ll p ov le; for on a E n 1·opeu n'R Lirm 1h .r ll .'Pcl 
to g·1•t their weekly rat i rm of i o acco a rnl clag·ga, a11rl :ornetl 111 es 
a litilt' mOflPJ' tt s w ll. He.' icles, t-lw_y never acceplrd os n or harn el 
for their wurk frm:u Eun1peD n foru1en; , but only hreed ing ·o-·iv _ 
or· ewe· . It wa~ far JI.lore diffietLH tn nhtain c•ows a.nil e"\Yes from th eil' 
own trihe:m1en, ·inc tb P la{kr W l'll' t•xt rernely reh1 ·tani' to JHHt 
witl1 b r lhlin <" . · t~1ck (liolh 11, J ll~ ) . 
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\.u other co111111uH met hod pra .j,ju <l :1111.on g- Lite H<) ·tenfrd ;:; was 
th• b.erding of :mother 's od' in l'etun1 for _µart u~ lhe progeny, 
A 1Yenlthy Hothmtot wonlcl pin e -ome 01· all ,of his stod undl'l' t._h e 
cu. 1· qf ~n impov-er.ished 1.Leig-J1bo1u, allnwing him to n>;e the i'ndk 
for his own nouri~bment ancl to t a]; half the l.lenl 's in ··reM . E\'PU 
young· hoy would hire out ihl;'ir se.r·Y.ices a herdsmen o wralth · 
.~tock-ow11e1's, receiving at·. first an n11.n11al po.:vment of 011e 01· more 
heep , a ·conling to the ize of Uw tliwk .and h erd < n<l la1<;>1· 0 11 a 

third 01 · n baH-: harP of lh p1•ogeuy . \\1th go0<l rnanagem eu{· n11d 
lud. a g'ood. henlsrnau could in a 11umbe1· of :VNH5 a cq uir tiuite a 
fair- ize(l henl of his 01rn in this war, t-~per·ia ll~ sine(> tllr! Ifotif'JJLots 
yer. rnrnly ];ille<l (•atl.l• or sheep for food, :i1ul 1lPYP.l' female hreecli11>· 
i;t1.1 ·k, if tl1 .v r' 1il <1 Jwlp it. 

S-0me slrnphc~rcl,.; 1·emai11 ed witJi their llH1st"<t rs [or life., eve11 lhoug-11 
t h 'Y had a1·c·umu latl:'1l fairly l::i.rg:e hrnls an<l ii o ··k · of 1;hei r wn. 
rl'J1 . e thei1· own r;l1ilch u l.1 L• ked uitC'l' wl1ihit Hwy tlrnm ehe. l1 er1h:d 
t heir moster:;' s oc.k (~r·hnpern, 1.930) . T!tr rnajuri L,r. how eYc'r, having 
earu.ed a few beafl ol' toc :k iu the , er\'il'e of' E1nopean , 01· w t ultl1y 
t 1·il> s111v.11 11s c1 to 1·11 lm•1 1 to tlwil' {1 11·11 kl'a:ils to look aft.el' tl1eit' 
tattle ::ll1Ll Jtec']) 1'111' the r t of t·lwit li1'es . l il:'11\, on i11rrea. i.ng· them 
b,\" eve1·y mean s por;sild e. Fur ::1 ri ch 11inn wn s alwn.;n; li:;Lenetl t(I ;wrl 
had more i rd:l m•w' P than lhe chief hirn~eu ( los,.,;u p , 19a5). 

l!'inally, th fo1111da.tion of rnan..r ITot,te nt.01 .~ pl'O pe:ri.iy wa 
Jnid b. ctdtle-n1i<li ·ng· a 01.0U'" otb0r frilie wl1i ch w a;; n. eommon 
practice in the pat. Their hal-tle· a lm ost fllwa~' I'\ t.ook i)1n ·e i.11 the 
Yicini.ty of t heir ca.tt1 kr::mb . \Ve have howeve1·, uo Lldinjte re ·onl 
a .· fo h w ·atfl nurl h eep so obtained wer (hviderl arnougo tl1e 
m 01 be1-.- of l'L .ra.id ing p:nty. 

A . in the arid eouuhy or tl11;' Jl'u teutot · water wn.s fmurd at 0111.)· 

n few pla ··e~ I he , lt:'l1a ll y senHu u . it for i lteir e11ea111pin nt.s. 
~\t u ·h pbc; ~th<> J-lo lt•1liols nm1aini' cl for :1~ 1011•" a ,~ tho 11:1 s ·\1re 
iu t.he vi. ·i11it,1- w:1s ~11tticie11f 111 s u ~ h1iu l.beiT lH)rcls. Dmi11g· Lhe 
rainy ;·pasu11. whe11 eerta i 11 pool. were tPmJ 101·1uil~· fi 11ed. wi tu water , 
t. lw. Wf\l'c~ n hlc- tn mcwe a.bout lllLWf' frflc~l y, u n1 i Ii ng 1.Lwm -- el ves o'I' 
pns/',ure. that· WPl'P u;;e lP"fl to thP111 1lul"i11g thP ch~· ~e::1 so11. 

frJ fll e 11ld clay~ tlw eu tl,1\J]JlllPnl. 1rn:> in t J1 e fonn of ::i gl'eal. c·in-l e 
1•11 d o eel by a t ho1·n fem·c-•. 'l'l1e lrn tR 1rPre c>rpr·!Pcl round t.hP riw·u111 -
fe1•enc, faci 11 g· the great opc>11 ~JW. l' P in t.lte 1·1•11ho whi<d1 01·v~' ' l as 
.1 folrl fol' t he "t<>c..:k h.v nip;ht. :-\1>Pci::il c>nrlus\ll'es wel'e madP fo r 
iltL' a.Ive.~ arnl for 1.he lnmh , hul· the1:e wen• 110 e11r:l01mre.~ for 1J1atur 
cat.tl or h e p ·h SI' ju~t lyi11cr iii fro11t of tl1Pir n1Ynrr· ·· bnt t ill 
lhiveu out t.o pnstine at 111orn in g ( ,_ c·hnpen1, 1930) . 

. rl'he a11j111als weTe pn t.ured in tb vif'inity 11£ 11e kraal. The 
v:nrnu. owne1·s di<l nof. o ppoi.n.t a special. henl.. mau o clo t.h i ~ work, 
nor did I he, · go all 011(; to look aft 1· th h erd;; and fl ock, , s i ncP fl1 i .~, 
ni; Kol.hen ays, wonld not .at nll ·uit th ir ln~:r live . Evp1·y day, 
ut:coHlmg- to tlu• rnm1h~1· of . tol'k, one, two or tl1n1e herd s111P.11 were 
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Beht out fr= amongst tlie kraal in habitan ts to look after the animal . . 
'I'he herdsmen changed daily, and nobody was freed frum this servi1·e. 
If a wealthy Hottent{lt did not wi:;h 1i0 cl-0 hi s t\nn .. he had to .seud 
a sei-vant or relative in hi.s steml. 

'!.'he oxen djd no t irned any special care in h.e.i·rnng simie they 
were only l'equired o casionally . 'l1hey used to 1·ove at liu·g , l'etu1·n· 
ing abou t every t;wo ur tbJ·ee d:ws to ddnJ,. at tbe watering pla es; 
du ring t.L.e olrl eeason staying away even. fum· m five· day. at a t.im . 
Whcn t wanted for work t hey could easily }Je se ·un~d at the water · 
otherwise, they rested iu th e vieinty of tch.e pools during the h at 
of the da v., proceeding tu the veld when the cool of the night set iu. 
l£ an ox had to be fet.ched from the veld, the Hottentot sent out 
t.o look for the a.ni mal, ea.sily re ognised t he £uotpri11 ts of his owu 
bertl amongst the numeto\\s tl'ac:ks 'rossiug the Yelcl in all <lirecticms, 
and from between the t ra.c.ks o.f his he1·d those of the partirular 
bens-t he was aftei·. 

Cows too old _ to calve and kept for sla.ugbter ''e1·e sent out 
witl1 the o;'{en . Since they went ftuther away from the kraal thau 
the m:il 'h cows, to J)a.stlu" s less ov~·stocked aml did not lo e so much 
time jn being driven to· and fro1 tbey soon became fat . Youn<.• 
stedle cows he:ing u ually in g oocl condit ion aud hnyfocr a glossy 
coat were left iu the herds, simply to please the eye (SrhuFtze, 1907 ). 

Of course, the cattle remained in t he opeH ov •1• nlg·ht only 
wnel'e not in da.nge1' of attack hy lJeast of prey. In the early days, 
when lions and other wild animals till abo1rnded, all ·attle were 
krn::ded at night i1S lions ancl leop:wd.s use<l t.o Jllay huvo<' wi.t.h 1;he 
Hottentots' her1h; n1l1l flocks ~spe ially on <lade night . 

No attempt was made to oonirnl the breeding of cattle. 'fhe 
bulJ was aUoweu to ·stay with the herd. At the t.>n<l of the rainy 
season., i.e. ~farc L. ur April, when grazing .was plent iful and the 
·cows i11 good conrlition~ the bull followed close on their heel. serving 
tb e1.n when they came i nfo sea on . At the beg·im1ing of the dl.·y 
penod the bull left the herd and r.oved alone in the vel<l lU1til the 
nex,t hl'P.ed ing· season, only ()om.ing to tbe commo11 ·watt!l· pool when 
there wa" not enough wn.ier else wl)'ef'e. His ul0Yeme11t · were qtuf,e 
u_nrestr icted , and ev-e1-yhody kep1i 011t. of hi s wny siuce hi .~ wild 
lonely life made him savage an<l clnngel'OtLS to both man and beast. 

Most of th Botteuk1ts di<l nut milk their QWS in th, morning 
be1:ause1 as ~f:r. S::1ss, n. missiouaTy 'vho re ·icled for some time amongst 
them , states the.ir i·est wo·uld he distmhed by ea,rly rising' (Stow 
1905) . After the cal ,·es bad been ·aUowe-d t.o suck, the cow wen~ 
d1·i 'Ve11 to pastm·t' am1 left t.o graze until t he be1·dsmen consid ered 
it t ime to d1·i-ve them J10me 01· t.110 att.i·action .of t.he ymrng calve. 
bTougM t hem t·o the haal o1 their own accord at the fall -0:£ evening. 
lt w~1 s the he1·dswen's prime dut.y 11C> pl'oteot the atMe again st. attacks 
of limJ s and other wild beasts. Th e Hotteniots stnwk the a.ttacker · 
wit h javt1lins or heavily poi onecl arrows surely aimed (Dapper, 
Ten Rhyne and Grevenhroek , 1933). U sua.lly boys weTe ohar.ged 
to watcJ1 the herds and flocks duriu '>· tbe clay, unless ao attack from 
enemies was fearecl 1 yomJg men then assHiing (Stow, 1905). 

G51 



.il.:!'l"IMAJ, 111JSJ3A'\OLIY Of' · FJE DOT'l'~~1'"TOT , 

The calves WPT dr·l,ve11 !J Jrn.slnre i.n a d.ifhmmt dire ·t iu11 horn 
i;h e cows. Here they remaiirnd trndel' the guard of the berdboys who 
dtove them home :ri; en!ni_11•>'. ;'·i k uaives and Li10 e growin."' t.oo tbrn 
fro.in lack 0£ rniU, weTe allowerl tn r uui.iu with their dan1s day rinrl 
Jlight. 

Wheu the r;aLtle b.atl r tur11e c..I frum h fiel<ls, th y were wateTec..I 
and dl'i ven in tu tJ1 e cam )J enc:lostu·e w hem e::wh beast. \HI tethttrerl 
to a stake by its left f1wefoot. 'fh.e calves w re theJ1 al1t>wecl to 
l'lltl to ihe·lr cla ms , and at great e:xertiou tbe Hott ntot,~ h1:~ 1i1Ted 
themsel es to ri ,' e anll milk them . . After the milkiui:_i· the ·alves, 
Jrnviuo· sueked the udders <lry, wei:e locked up ·f(Jr the m 0 ·ht together 
with the young lambs iu a hut spec_lally built foi· the puq)o. e Ol', 

as SchuJ1,Y-e states, in an opeu kraa I th e wall · of will ·h were rnade 
of thorn bushes or, more 1'a1'ely, of stones and clay. OJde1· calves 
were tethered to stakes in front of the hut to pl' \rent them gettiug 
to their dam. 01· from falling· .a prey to wild beast . '11be cows wer 
tethered in a ci1:de and fastened to one another by rope 1mic1e .frolJl.. 
reeds . 'L'h e sheep \,·ere kTaaled in the centre (Kn1heu, 1719). 

Occasionally, if the pa ture round the en<!:111qiment was over­
.to lrn<l and poor, the cattle antl sheep vuu:e tltiwn far into the v ld 
and kept at outlying po ts :for weeks a nd even months 1LUd r the 1.:a1·e 
of a few herdsmen (Sch11lt ze, 1907). Wealth. Hottentot· sumetj i11 es 
hacl everal cattle JJOSt" whi h were. in p ted periodically hy the 
<>wner himsdf m hi:s chief herdsman. Ati a rule, howe\'er each 
family temainetl <tnd moved with its own h rd a11d flo ·k, sometimes 

\·en a ·ting indevendently of the 1·e t in search for g•rns a 1 cl wn ter 
(Schapera, 1930). 

"\{\Then shiftino· the encaillpment to anoi her place, the young· 
buys had to get up early in the moniing and drive the calves <tnd 
sheep slowly along· . o that i hey hatl t im to g-raze 0 11 the. 111ove, 
and that t he young lambs could follow. 'lhe main herd fo1lowed 
late.r at a. quicker pace; and as the catt.le were not allowed enough 
time to graze on the way, they were left i 11 the oppll cluri ng 1.he 
night followiw~·. 

'l'he sl1eep, .like th" calves, w t'e herueu lw tfo \· i 11 th veld 
and "kept ut 11ii.tht in Hie kraal They \YerP "unde'r the caJ'e of 
henlboy who gnanled t h"lli from dang-Pr and ow.11- to it that the, 
tlitl not sprea1l too wide! over the vPld. They hac1 also to be ollecle I 
<luring foe midclay heat undf\I' M11ue tree; · so the.\· r uld rel't in the 
.~hade. Young· lau1 Ls J·e111ai 11e1l all t he tiu1e in f.1, ·p tJial h·aa l and 
were only all owe.1l i o t heir mnthen; at morniufl' aml evening milki11gs. 
'rhe lambs ~rnn• 1rP .111e('l 11y rubl;i ing t h P. ewes' 1,11l rlers wilh dung-. 
Once weanP.rl ·tliey wc•1·e pnstm·er1 together with t,he. ewe ·. 

'fhe ram .~ alway,; weut "-ith ihe flm· k; :rnd whil. t !ltt' D11id1 
settlers, as KoJhen mentions, 11sed to se1)<ll'a.te t he 1:al'lH\ h111n th 
Pwes after t he mating- . ea. 011, hei.:ausP they clid nof want thP "' "~es 
to lamb tw ice a year, t l1i 11king that both e11·e. a u1l hmh.~ would 
grow too weak, tl1P Hot.tentuts did 1wt follow tl1I . pt'<wtice. They 
left the mm. fa.get.her wiH1 the ewe: t h whole ,mar round l h11 ~ 
obtaining- fwo lamh nopi:; ;111111rnlly, unf' or t.wo hmh~ ;i time. Yet, 
Kol hen ( 1719) Wt'i tes t lrn i" hP co11ld find oo cl ifferenc-e hefo·ee11 the 
sbeep 0£ the Duteh and those ol' the lfnttentot·. 
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Calving- t ime WtL usuo.11,y iu De ember au<l J a n u< ~·y · but the 
irregulal'ity of the rainfall and the con equent car ity of gras 
often retanl tl tl1e nrn.tiJ1g and eal i.ng easons by week 01· e1·on 
mo11i·b . 

If a cow howed s10·1i. of lwi11g 11rnr partur]tior1 a pe ial her<l­
boy had to watch ov r her ::ind hriuu· thru and calf home a soon 
a h -y ould walk. 'fl1e colo.~tnun wnt 1·nn ' i.'10retl unwhol e ome for 
the alf, be au e h e Rotte 11t.ot;; believed it tnmed into <~ hart1 ·nh-
tance in t he ·a1f' stomach. 'l'L y Lhem ·elves likell it rill t he mo1·e 

driuki.ng it boi led ot m:ixed with ord inary mi lk. 

The mi lk pl'oduntion of tl1e Hottentot NJWS was adapted to th 
uee<l of their <:a 1 \' e. . A. oon as the latter fo11rnl nou o'h ustenao ··e 
in 1. he veld , the rnilk flow 0£ their <'l:uns ce: cu. D1nin(I' periods 
of tlrow~bt tbfl cow ga 1·e so littl i.> milk that the:ir ca l ves o:f en died 
of hung r ernn iE the dam were not milked at all. 

'lhe Hottentot followed the gl'Owth of th ir herd and fl ks 
with the gl'eates1 inte1 · ~· st rnm.emh riug the life history of each a11 imo.L 
'l'h~.y knew th ir animal ' acr , b ter thon their ow11 antl we.re able 
to t 11 whether u. h j fp 1· was pre"'u.au t for the £r t ime or J.rn,d 
alrcn.rl:v ha<l a cal£ , :wd ho11- mally time eacl1 i:ndiYidn:tl. oow Juul 
calved. For all t he~e si~ges t h· Hottentot employetl spec_ial t i·m s; 
'O al o for cows in milk or in a d1'.Y state. 

E'-0rmerly tbey de igna.t ll their dome tir· ani111al according 
to their colotU" ·Or physi ·u.l d vel 1pment.. Schu ltze (1907) record 
nineteen s uch te1·m in u e a !Uong' the Iii :n:nan fo1· wlttle ix for 
goats and three fo r heep. 

· Jone 0£ the Ilo!tentots ever exchanged a white ox 0 1· ow whio-h 
they looked npo11 cts an invaluable leader of tl1 herd (D apper Ten 
Rh.rue and Gre \ eu broek 193;:l) . ' l'bis prefeT 111 ·e for whit cat 1 
i found ;),mong mauy Hamitic and Hamiticize<l p eopl . The 
ancient E~·yptians fol' :iustanee, worshipped Isi in the hkene s of 
a ·white co-w a,nd u eel to i1ray that t h Lord ( reut Chief) houlcl 
senrl thtim a white ox . The half-Ha mite · of Ea t and East entl•aJ 
Africa slan bier a white bullock at iibei1· great ·eremony of handiug 
over country fr.om one age-grad to thrl otlrnr (• 'elig·urn,n, 19- 0). 
Tl1e Zulus l1 ave among •t t h ei1• utttle a type witb white h dies, bla k 
muzzles antl hlu.ck in i<le tu the ea1" whi h a.t 011 time wer 
re0·al'(] d a ro. a l 1.1 tle, aii<l wer treated ' ith gTen t re~pe ·t, ii not 
reverence; in fad, i t i , thought that to ome extent they wer held 
as sacrecl.* But thi Teverer1ce fat whit-e nninrnl. is not only found 
amo110• t people of Hamitic 1;tock nor l irnii:erl to catt le. Many oth 1· 
p r.imitive people: helil "'IYl1ih\ domestir.; nnimals n · sacred. Among 
the ::mcien1' ennant; a.nd t11e gTeat m.ajori ty of t h P- Slavs for exampl 
white hor,'eS were con 'ecraterl lo 1he g-ocl of \1·;11· wlli l tin ,Siam whjt. 
el ·pbant: (albino ) were held n~ sacred (R,heinh arrH, HH'.2). 

\upl us bn ll and rams were ca trated hy tu Rot en tot . Th ere 
wa 011e man in en.ch kraal who used to do thi.s work for the whole 
encampment. Young· bul ls we1•e geld d w hen about a year old. 

* IrtForma.tion uppli d by Mr. E. W;va t amp on. 
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'l'h te ti cl s wei-e not excised ,;in e thi · overation was regal'detl 
n .. · too dang-e1•ou . l 1he calf was thrown onto i · back, it feet 
:fastened ·witl1 ropes , and it· head held to the ground . Then the 
snot um. w~is bound dose1y nml t iO'ht ly with u thi11 eh ·t i r. thonO' 
made of alltelope hi.d e, so a to Put off Pommunicat.iou with the 
. verm atic "Ve s ls, the calf then being allowed t.o run fr1 that con<lition 
till t.h.e testicle driefl it p and foll off (B:olbeu, 1119). 

Oxeu castra led nt 111 nh1 1·ity " ·ere called hy a ·p cial 11u111 e desig-
11 at i ng . treugth h \:nuse su h unimab a r i> in de cl stronger t han oxeJ1 
~·elded rluxing ca lfhood , although far les · hardy (Nd1ulb:e ,, 1907). 

l{arns were castrated when ahuut sil mouths old, or w]1 en too ol<l 
to he of :ervice . They were H1ro,yr1 011to a fla~ :t.one, and th e 

rotum was t ied up in the sawe manner a hulls'. The operntm· 
th er1 took a round .-Lou and beat tbe te. tiol to pie es. 'l he wound 
was left to heal hy itself (Kolhen, 1719). 

rl.1hs s u(· ce ·sful c:Lstnttiou was elel>raterl hy a faa t co nsisting­
uf the meat. of a perially-slauO'hter d calf cooked together with 
t llf' po uncl ed testicles. 

Ordinarily, th Rot·tentot · did 11.o l ;;laug·l1te r an. ·attle Ol' sheep 
ftJt' food, exeept t.lto e w·bich , owj 11 g o siclrne · , old age or laruene s, 
were unable to foll ow the Jrnrcl. '!'hi s rul e wa onl brnken when 
preparing th fr Premonial meals . On killing· a she p; t he Iloti elltot. 
alwayii looked f01· the leanest in t he who le flock bec•ause, as .' panman 
(1789) wr ite·, th e res!. \Yere jntolerably fat . But si 11 et.he Hottentot· 
i11 1·eali ty were e:xtrP.mely fontl of sheep 's fat, it is fur more likely 
t h a.t their preferen.ce for t.he Jeane t l' heep in th fl{) ck was clne to 
the fact that ihey lrne.w from experieuce t hat worms 01· disease 
were the usual ca u. e~ of xceptioual leaJ.Juess ::unoug· their fat-ta iled 
sh eep, rnnde1· iug- the uni mab from fl hreerl i ng- poi11i· of Yiew or 
for other reafions le~ ;; \·aluable. 

In th e protect ion o:f th il' henls :rnd Bo<'k from wjld animals, 
e. pecially jaf·lrnls, th ITol ten to ts were ::issisted by thPir dogs whieh 
w01·e e>ctren1 el,\· watc11ful and gave immedia.tP wnrniup; of t h 
a pprna ch of. strn.ng-er · nr bea ts of ]ll' y by loud ha rk ing. B~, rnean 
of n:lilk the H otteli tots fa mi l iari rl t be sh. au imn] ~ with he hflrds; 
nud wilh tbtii r o\\·n p erson o; h.v ~·a1Tying a piece uf ra wm.eat for a 
few rl.ays in thei r veld hoe . . rtfi"Prwanl giving i t· 1o t he fl op; or hy 
app ly ing S\veat from their an:npit to the flog" n o tril . 

Bitches wl1foh 1lie:v wisher] lo prevent from getting- i 11 pup 
'Yere branded 'vitl1 hot. irons around thP vulva.. Tbis rnacli> them 
o eusitive at the~e 1)<Ht: that· tl1ey refu ed mating'. 

In gene1·al, howenu', rlogs \l'Pl'P never cared for properly and 
muoh less valuer] hy tl1 l-l Hotentoti; thau amoncr Bau tu peoples who are 
extremel_y fond of <log">. The._ u ·ed to carry this passion to such 
)'] height; thai" if a clog pa.rt ienlarly p leased them, thP.\- wuulll give 
t wo bullork. i 11 Pxr·hano·e for i t (Pa ter so11, 178!)). 
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'Ihe milking of ·o\c and •wes wa · iwrfm:ruetl by w umell , in 
th e same ri g-ht-sided m:rnuer as pra ·tised iu E 11rop<' . 'l'he sto1·eu 
of rnilk weP u11rl er t h ntrol of t be women, u ot. nncler tha t of 
U:iei 1· husbauus, aB with t be- Ba 11tu amoDg whom milking- i-- e:;:eu Linll ;y 
the t ask of the rneu , th \Yum n lrnvi ng 17e l'y littl e i ntl ee d to tlu "i l h 
the eattle, bein g· ri t ually prohibil. 11 from all uontact wi.1h tlie~1 
(8 chapent , l9 ~JO ) . 'l he Jr 0He11 tot me u t en Llt>ol t ht· r nt tle uut Lbe1r 
' ·uu11w d i.ol t,h rni lk111g· ('l'heal, ] l 07 ). 

J t i.-· not h.Y cliance tha t among- Lh t! llot·1e11 to1: the " ·uu1 e11, 
and uot. thC' m eu, 111 i I ked i he cn ttle ancl wen• o·um p lete sovereio·n s 
ove1· tl1 cows and milk. For aJnoug· 8 e111iti e peoples lik Pwise it; i 1:1 
the women 's t ask to ru_ilk · bu1 th1•oug l1 out 1he eutite group of 
Hamiti c and Hamiticized tribe " wilh hut one M two e~·cep t iom; 
( O,,aLen~rn) , this work fall · to t ]1e men. The ctd t ur :il importa.n<' 
of this ·u tom :i s illustra ed by the fa t tha t the Ea stern Hamit ic 
Deja achially despi 'e t h A l"ab trib !' in th eiT neighbou rhood for 
allowinn· their women to do the milking (Seligman , 1930). 

Unl > thei r calves were p·1·e:ent, the OQ\\"S nf 1.11 H0Lte11 tot ··, 
like all native cu t. le south of t h t> Sah ara, clid not a1l ow th entselv : 
fo lie milked , hut kept theit n 1ilk hack E ve 11 when t he <:alvt1: 
had sncked th e fir t mi1k and wel'e preseHJ- at the mi lking", t he CO W' 
did not y i t1 ltl all th eir milk, not pen11itti11g 1.h t:'JUS ·h·es 1o be ·tripped , 
l)Ut retaining· t lrn. la -t l'i cb n1ilk for their ca ln•i>. 

'fherefm» 1h (• Hottentot wom P11 fir .. i' t1llowe<l 1be r-a lve to su ·k 
<1 li Hle, then, ha,·ing bo-uncl th e cow ' hincl lt•g-s foge1lrnr, proe 1-~ P<.l e (l 
10 milk tl1 •m; lm1 the last milk t he .. agai n l eft. for the cah~e,; . 
If a alf h a il ili ed 01' h<·en kill ed t'11 ey pla ced ii ~ ski11 011 an oLlwl' 
1.:alf , anrl th en heg-nn milking. But " ·h en t he .- kin 'ms not in th eir 
po~session, t.he.v tri ed ::inol.b 1· m t hotl of inrl\1 ·i:ng· the co w to part 
with h er milk: Th <:' y hound her hilH1 ll'g wi t h a thong . so t ha t 
she could not kil'k , and blew air into h 1· -..~uln1. Jn rn o t ca .. e · 
I his Jiad the de~ i re1l effed. The ass i;;;farn ee of tne_n a l t l1i s p e1·fo nnano·e 
wa s permit ted (KolhenJ I i19). Krl1er (18!'.14) ob erverl th :·am 
method a mono· t hr Sonrn l i, h11t wi i h t hi · diff1> 1·r11 N ' l'li n. t the l:i tt i · 

hle-..v nir in to tl1e rectum of the cow. (See fig-. t:\. ) 

Th e teat of b •·ow Ull(1 U1 e ha.11d of t h e mil kE>rf\ wet 1 u hri­
cat Cl ,,..jt b milk. Only during th e fi rst cl ays afte!' cahing· t he 
colos trum was not iLllO\v•d to eome in t oi1 cb with tl-1 fa~ats . Dnring· 
the.st\ da ys tl1 e t ea.h aml tho milkers lrnnd s "·ere 111 oisten ed wi t l1 
iiali" ;1 (fl chnltze, ]!)01 . 

Baskets of- a pe('uliar kind xi-ere usecl fo r milking, comprJ"" a of 
rools pfa.iteil togethrt AO <·l o ~el,y th r1t i'l1 Py c-. 1il!l hol1l nnt •) Ul~· milk but. 
eYe11 w::d'er. 'l'li ei;e baRkets \\"ere neYer f'lt>an ed. 1 lw mill; heing' 
e,ncrusterl upon th m. Il1 e Jll ilk was nn t , rni netl, l111 t. kept iu t hf' 
i;;am baRke t in1-n whiel1 it wa : milked. r,011t-:1mi1rn1Pd hv hail', rh1 R1: :rn«l 
manure . (See fig. 9.) · 
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Fig. .- Hotten ots inducing a ow to part witb hci· milk. After TColli<'n. 

Fig. 9.- ottento milk bask t. Aflr1· parrn1:rn. 

The u e of b a ketry ve el : :for mi lkinr:r . m. to h::i.v b n a, 
, rral custom a rn oug th e Hotte 11t ol at one time, if it i p o ible 

to ta ke the pra 'hc:e;; of otht•r fri ca n native peoples a · evicle uc" 
Even to the pre:eut Ja. non<' of th EastP1·n Ifam iti B ej a h ihes 
for in tan e, milk i11to a r lay ·e., t>l 0.1 · will put milk into t ltt>;; , 
in pi e of the fa t that many of 1 hem rnu 1, goo <l pot um would 
i t b penni ssihle to m ilk into th e tin •essel inhoducerl b , Eul'Or ean 
hade. Ba. ketry Yess l i;o \P ll i 11<Hl as to h old milk witnout any 
tendency to leak arn cousi<1Pr!'<1 th a ppropriu te N'Cepincle · 
( e]i O'man, 193 ). 

<:conling· to Kolh n th milk wa. ei h _r dru11k fr sh or ~our 
o:r after hn.ving bt>en cooked t ogetbe1· with ecli h]e roo . , 0111 eti m · 
it wa mi:xecl with a v getable u bstnn ce, s1u:h a- 1he O'l'f'eJJ l eaYe 
of tll bon \rnocl 1Yhi<·h wer r l1 ewerl un cl . pat into it, or the 
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,'ap of t-he acacia (Schapern. 19:~0) . .A.uy urplu · wa . Px.changed 
fm tobacco 01· c1n1rnerl iuto butte1·_ Sparrmun , on the other haLul, 
wn.s informed by th Hottentot.· tha t sw et milk \Ht .' uu11·holesom . 
oud t hat they never ate jt un il c.: unlled . They alway~ mixell it 
with sour milk in a leather ba" whi c.:h cou.l<l c.:ontain about six gallons 
and was made from an undre' ed kin taken oft eniire, with the 
hairy ~icle turned i1manls. 'l'he sour milk mixetl e v ry day with 
:om• fresl1 \Yas often preserYed few man. "' ee ks without t urning 
Lad (Sparrma n, J1 9). 'lhe lwg in wlrich i t wa s kep t wn never 
cleane1l aud con.unonl;v- ir.i a filthy o-;tate ns indeed w~'l ev ryt liing 
el e ill aucl ab011t the hut· (Theal , 1901). Other types of Yes ·els 
used for 11l'esi>n-iug milk were wooden pai ls arnl :nthemvare pots. 

Fig. 10.-Cla~· Mi lk V ·sel · of the Hottentot . 

(a) Albany Museum, Grahamstown. After 'chou laucl. 
(b) After chultze . 
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Tl1e leatlu•r ling wa::; mnd iu the fo llowing man nei- (Sclrnp rn, 
1930): A fre.·hly k.illeJ g·oat calf, •erusbok, or t enhok wa c u t 
_pe11 all along· uni'! t-1i de frow the l f't fontlelr right UJ; to tht• 

sboul<l r. Thro ugh th i - opeuiJJ g th whole 11ody wo taken 01tt 

fr 1m ih !'kin, i h t• I et1d :1u l 1-•gs having fix t; b eeu ent nway . 'Ibeu 
all t li e tip1m i11gs wel'e s 11· 11 up, with il.1 x< ·eptiou of f- hat of: th e 
rio·b{. for ·leo·, which " rved th a .·pout for ponrii1g ihe li q11id iu nml 
ou t, aud had a . trme t urk whiuh co11 l1l h t) tif'<l fast. 'l'he fresh s kin 
w:;i · Lurn1•d iwi(h• out , the i1111P.rs itle L·.l ea11ed of all part icl •s of tlt•sh 
an d fat, n11d t hen 1lried. t he li nfr r<'mniniug- on tJw iun r ide of 
1. h t> hag. 

Tlie 1t1n:> l 1·o m11100 forn 1 of eo rthenxrn1·e milk ve -sel wa n. hll'g'e­
helli •d urn \\'ilh ~ nunow-rnmitl1·d base . ·mall uwuth untl i.'i\·o en r, 
1 hroug·h 1d1i h a <·ord l'oull 111• pa .. d in on1 r t.o . us pe111l th e ,-c,:; -eJ. 
lther were quit • cylintl i-iL•ul, wi1h al mo. t flat ba ·ps, whil st i11 a 

third t:nw tl1e l1a,; 'Yas s li g htl · J'Ol tn de1l aurl lnrg· i· tlurn i;b ff' , t 
of i:Jw pot. 11 Ilolt t:! uto volt l': wns ungl azed, lltouO'h n a rn le 
!] u i te wa e rtig:h t ( 'ch on la n 1], 19()' ) . 

'11he pot." were maue by tl1e women, earb family mnking .it own. 
'rh 1·la,y 11·ns 1"::1ken from termite hea.p nuJ knead d tor,. the1· wi t h 
tl.1e allt ' eggs . Aite1· indng been 11101h•lle<l lo the n~quired hupe, 
i.t wns u o t hl-'<l i1i--id iwd ont~irle liy hatHl aod dri l1 f r a ·ouple 
of ch\. 5 11 the , un. 'l'h 11 it wa 1 ul i1li a JrnlP i1t the g·1·ouncl :rn l, 
wi th a fir in. id e an(l nt, W:l ' b11rn t nntil Jwnl (Kolbn 1719 1. 
rt' he poUel" whe I was uulrnmrn ro t.hfl Hotf-pnf-.ofa lwfol'e th ad\7ent. 
of Eurnpean . . ( ' ee fi g. 10. 

Their wood1111 paiL wel'e in:1di- liy hollowing a blud' t)f woo<l . 
<'\lltiug· uml h >ri ng- it, no firP o r nf-11<'1' ho t ob.i er·t. appm·<' nll y l1Ping· 
employ d. 'l'h e 1.loek wa shupt>d aud smoothed on t.l1e outside 
with n. k11ife, awl hollow >ll uut with n. ,·emicircular i1 ·00 blad ' tixecl 
iJt a wood n haft. :-lome of th e \\'IJn(leu milk pail · rece111lJle1l lh P 
eartl1.e11w<1re pot · in s hop11, em u havi11g similar ears for . u,;pen. ion 
,' h11ltzt•, 1907 ). (See DJ.!.'. 11 and 12. 

'rh tr P' uiwtl for thi · p11rpose \Wl'e ·oft w1>oll s :rnd tlrns ea ·ily 
wor!rncl, b .- id es .-bowiug less tenrle1wy to c ra ck wJ1en dried or c:x.1Jose1l 
to tile u11. Th Bantu u -unll.v took t:beir wood from 8cl ·ro ·orya 
1·r1.flra. C11.~so111·a. sp., Burl~ea rifriaano. , 1·l10tia ti ·ans rnalros-i.~ i· 

'clwt.ia l11vvl121petal11 ( uron, 'l'boma - an<l tiieitz, whiL th e 
If.oth·nfots URPd chiefly Acac:in. wood. T\rn wood n J<if<·h e1l nt 11 r;i l ~ 
nf tlw Hoit<~ntob, 1•pjJ1•0tlu r ... d h.v S1 · hultz~ 1n•;e ma de from wood 
of 1.. he A11a. cl.r·acio alln'<la D el.) nn tl t he Ka mePldooTn lrncia yil'll/Jw 
llurch. ) n·~ p t ivcly. 

'lo ma.kl' h11thr the Hot tP nl ut~ 11 etl a !Jag' $ew11 from a dried 
ski n. 11·it.l1 h:1ir tm--11 f'!l inward:-;. J 11to this clir!T hnil'v ha11· ilit>\. 
THJureil ih f· 111ilk, tyi11g· tlw opt> 11i11 g- up "·it.h :1 stra'p rof lea hl·r~ 1' w'n 
111t>11 <ll· hvo wome11. nr a 111a11 a11d w mnu, llu•n fn1•k f·li e hag- h,,­
ii,; wu •"Ht!s, ;; lrn ki11 g- the milk 1·apitll .v 111dil it turnerl intn linlf el'. 
Ocrasinnall:v ihe fresl1l,'7-l'llt t hi ck root.. of o certai 11 plnnt ( ?l nl'!H ln a 
. p. ) \\· en~ put in with the milk to i11r.rN1,;i> ihe vield -0f h11tler 
(Nr· lmpe1n, HrlO). . 
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Fig. 11.- Earecl woode n milk ve els of the Hott ntot . 
A ft ,. "'V. Hurchell and L. chultze. 

The mtter, once formed, wa taken from the hairy bag and put 
into an empty J ot, un1ra lied ju. t as it came out nllllticoloured 
b manure, hair and other dirt. 
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Fig. 12.- Wooden milk buck ts of the Hottentots. 

'Ihe butter-null; was ei ther girnu to youug lamb a1Hl c·alws. 
or ah es, or drunk by the Hottentots lhemselves who lised to be 
quite indifferent to he dirt pa -sing down thei 1· t hroals alon g ''it h the 
milk. 

Milk of co ws was ne\'er mixeJ with tbat of ewes, bu ht- t" ·n 
were kept sepnrnte . For cow." milk could be drunk by m ll and 
women alike, hy yolmg and old; hut rnen and boys were not a llowecl 
Io parta k of ven a <hop of ewe ' milk, which wa :; left solely for 
the women . Kolben repo1·t tJrnt at hi time the Hottentots were 
no longer a ware of the rea OIL foT this r.u tom . A 11 they knew \1a . 

tha t their parent had tolcl them tha ewes' milk wa unwholesonw 
for men and it. u e therefore fmbiclden lbero (Kolben 1719). 

'hilclren w re taught to . u ·k the ewes, ver often derivi1w 
t.heir whole u tenance from this ource ('Iheal , 1901). 

'!'be specia l regard of be Ho entot: fo r milk i one of their 
roost interesting characteristics and which on ana.lysi can be howJJ 
to O'O back to an old Hamito- emitic civilisation. 
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10. J!"JGIITDIG OxEN A D 13FAST ' OF B u nnE:s. 

The <>Teat :intcres the Iluttentot pastorali L' took i ll their ca tle 
an<l t he lat er' " jmpmtauce to their ma~ let" cau lw gau"ed frolll _t he 
following- parti<;ubrs quoted from the interest ing- wud• of P. lfolben 
(1719), wl10 visited t he Cape in 1705 aud ta:y >cl there fo r a. v~·1fod 
of eight y 'tll's. 

" The Hottentots ' , he write , " h a\'e <~ ,' Ort ·of oxeu which th y 
all Bat:keleye i·oi Cll' fighting oxen. '['hese a.re tl1e higg·e t, t.rrug·est 

and bol<le · · aniwal of t he 'rhol B bt~rd. In Pnr:h kmal thPre a.Te 
n.bout five or .~ix, and in some even more. 'L' be.y are choseJ1 from 
t·,he henl by old Hotte ntots who how how to insiru t theru. 1rhe 
J3ack l y rs ;ir of g1·ent us , -too, in tue c 111.ro l Ii ng of: the hel'<l 
ttt pa bue; they liave to fetch in ~ rau·g· l1•J' .. p rotec·~ tbelll again.st 
IJeast-s of prey rwrl br in g the hel'rls ,-.,.- i.t bi11 r·nmpmi.s. ' ' 

er J 11 th~~ R0tteu lo Ls ' wars agai m;t 11e anot,heT ( hese Hackel eye.rs 
·reate h tlYu nmong Lhe f•m•m)-. 'fhe. gore an•l h i ·k, trnd eveu 
tnuuple to tfo111,tl witl1 iucredibh! fu ry . \ i ·l·o1·y i. n ,:;meJ to whirh­
ever . ide POmmnnd~ the laro·es · number of :fighti ng· oxf'n.' 

A sl.rnuger, esp t i~dly a EurqJean a11prn::ic!iing· a. herd, m ust 
ue () II hi s l-i'UHl'1}; for t h e 13 <1 ·kel t0,Y0l'', whi ch g'(.> ll-t'ntJl. feed Oll 

the out ·kirt' of th l! herds, q11i ·.kly 1licCUl't'l' h i111 nnd mnk . fot• J1im 
ut f~ full ga.11<1p . Anrl if he is not witl1i11 l!<tnihot of a Ilott ii.tot 
and ha.s no means uf e ·cape, he stu.11tl in O't·eat dange1'. Stiolrn or 
stones th1·own mak e no imprnssiou on Ila' "el eyers "'\vh.i ·h go trn ight 
for the i.n t rnde1'. Ii, howi>ver, t he per 011 atta ked shouts for a s ist­
ance, a11d is }ward b:y ti HnHento , the la t ter will whi . tle through 
his fi ng·e.rs, and the ox will ·top, lnok cloubtfolly at tJ:ie shan0>e1", 
foll ow bi1n to wards Uie Ifottent.ot, a Jld t hen rt>turn l ei ~urely f-o its 
hercl mid pash1re.' 

"If no Hottentot is w ithi n heal'ing- t.o come (·o his a.si$tan ·e, 
th 1·e is iiothing to do hut tu boot. l!'righte11ed by the J·eport of 
1.he g'1l!J. t he Ilackeleyers run away. Bu t if he ha ,· uo wea.pon tlJlU 

1to tr •e 1iear b. · to ·1i111b, h Jiu " to wa it iu fear for what will havpen . 
Even if ht• is llOt kill ed ou!rig-lit, h • will he gored and ki keel o 
ba<l ly that he wil.l s1J.i:for Re1'ion . inj ur.if.-', yerlrnp· fata l. " 

" J hu vr.. often l.Je 11 chas· l h~7 Backeleyel' myself. -when I 
~llw i.lwrn mnl,i11g: 1'01· me, :111d 110 TioLtPntM \nlS 11e:u to hP::tr m~ 
.· ho11 arJd riom e w b istl ing to rny a si. ta11<;e an<l arre t their attac:k, 
I have l ieti 11 ohliged to <l iselut.rg-c> m y g·111t. In .:nr· h <·i1·c nm:.;l:i11ces 
J have abn1.,\r t[lle'tio11ed 1he TI01le11tots a.~ to t he m:rnner in whi c b. 
1.he.v i11 ~ tnrnf t li eir oxe11 nml ha.,·p l1rnrnc>cl frorn Hwm that a yomi.g 
ox is fa shrne cl to nu old Ba1d<Ple;\' ·1· nlld ta11gut h~' hlow,; and ofher 
111ea11s to foll ow l1i m. At nig>lit llw.v nn1 a l o tie I !og·eth 'I' so t.hal 
tl1 you 11 0· nx. i;:1 alway · cl0 ' j,, t he uld une . . , 

" 'l'he ux.eu used fol' carrying' purpose are 1-ikf'wisP v ,1'.V s rono· 
ancl :i<1t.ely be;ut chosen fr nn (he h HlR by olcl m en ki ll e11 i u the 
jmlg-in.g :mil trailiing f ca tli>. At nh1)'d t.l~e age -0f {\\'o yc>o 1·s :-Ill <)X 
de,5t iue1] for a Uag·/.fag'e '1.lllmal lS ··e]e •1--ed, Ca t1,c:rb(' ani\ i.hl'OWU OJI 

i t h a k. H hea.<l aud feet han11g been fastened with sfrnng· ropes 
to sla kes fi rm 1~1 fixed iu tbe gmm11l , one tif t l1 e Ho1Jt>'ll tot.,.; takes 
a knif <'ln il priek · a ho le through tb b a.1 ' . uppel'l ip, b tween 
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it n usti·il ' . ln o this bol e h pu a i k, u.b u t an inch hick 
and a foo t, an d a half 10.11°·, wi th a hook at the t.op to prevent iL 
fa1Jillg' OU ." 

'' B y mea us o[ 1 hi hookPcl ·tick i i ve ry eu ·y to brl'::tk t h ox 
to obedience; for i£ h e i·efu -e to he g.overned uuJ trie · tu run 
a way, the Hottentots fix lii s no ·e b · the hooked t ick to the nTournl. 
and this t rture make t he o.x tra ·table; ''"hen H Hotteutot a kes 
nu ux b ' thi. sti ·k, he animnl follow patiently in ten •or of pain. 
Wh eH eac.hiJw hi m to can y burd en 011 his back bis nose is again 
6.xecl to the g rmrn<l by th ··t ick , or th , lntt.ei- li ld b,v a Hottentot, 
nntil the hea <.:eases to he refractory.· 

' When the Hot.ten to t· · decide to hr ak UJJ their old k1·aal · aud 
mov new place. their hut and <:ookino· uteu ils a r load cl onto 
the backs of h eir ox.l'.'n. Tho e not ne ti ed for tra.n p rting· the 
huts are addled with d uble ha ket · mad from tir-.k' and , trip ­
of lenther , in enc.h of which i rnom for t" old 01' i c:k peoplP. ·· 

"i'here are usu.ally far more ban·gage- han fighting- uxe11 
attached to a kraal , 1mt t heir relat ive number. d pend OH the ·ize 
of th e t ribe an d ib> requirement. . · 

This i Kolben ' · a · ount. 

ver a Jrn 11dr ,cl y ar later Hnntilton , mith, (1 21) i·ef ning 
tu . ome H(JLt entoi <'uttl e of extraordinary size, writ s: - " lt is 
from the tJrn their Back l ey or war o ·en are hose n : they ride 
them on all oc a,;iun , heing qi.1ick 11er ·evering, extremel. <l o ·il , 
a,11d g-oYem t1 by the voic of a wbi tle of th owuer with urpri ·ing 
intelligPnce. The;\· thrive mo"t in the 7inure ela en . ' 

The ridin•" o:xeil we1·e guicl cl l>j" a lu·itlle -0f r:\ \1- hide ntfa 'h tl 
to a p rimitive bit of wood or l eath r pa ··s,<1 tlnouµ;h t he cartila{)'e 
1 £ t he n se. In.-t ad f a ad dl a heep kiu wa throw11 oTer h 
back of th ani mal and fa teued by a rope drawn t ight l 'Ot!Dd th e 
fo1·e par nf it · body. o , ti rrup were wed, lJu hot11 m en and 
womeu r od th an imal with ease, being a •custom ed to do so from 
"hilclhood U'chapern, 1930) . 

])e ription of th tra ining of p<wk- rmrl ricli 11 g·-o:xet1 are given 
L-y· ::; •h11ltze and '\ 011 l!'rnn. oi. : 

'l'he B -0tteutot chai·crecl with t h ·atchin(J' of a you ng u ntrai rtetl 
ox made hi wa~· t hrough t.hP henl :rnrl pla ·eel t he loop of a long­
rope b,v meau · of a t i.ck b twe u t he foreleg. of the animal wa11ted , 
, o t11 at tl1e ox ·ould be caugb t hy one of' i t leg·s -when movino• a long" 
Four to ·ix men held the other en cl of th rove \\·niting un i] th e 
anim al had calmed 1lowu n Li ttl . 'rhen iwo m en qui tl~' avproached 
the ox from behind, one on it. right, the other on the left, dra·wing 
anothi>r long rove OYf'r t he back of the ox imt il it reaehecl t he horn . 
One of the two n xt mu.de a l arge ci t" le around t he animal '.<; head 
forming a loop i nto the rope wh i ·h wa drawn tight round the l1orns. 
By mean of tb e t wo rope , t h e one around the hom s, t l1e other 
l'Ou.nd one leg, t.he ox wa pullerl to on side , -whill't a11other Hott ntot 
twis t d its tai) over th anima l ' · back RO fo r ibly in th oppo ite 
direction that tbi> hea t wns thrown t o the ground givin<v i.tp all 
rei. taa ce ( cl1 ul tze 1907 ). 
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Y011 ]\anQo.is' (18%) tle:>c ription cliff rs ·li ghtly: ~-\.11 u;.; 1r.:1 ,.: 
given its firs t trn iniu g h~, youllg boys wht'u a lJO u t- t welve fo eio,b ··een 
mouth · old . 'I'he ani 111al was n1ughl \Vj ·h a loop ro u111l 011e of i ' 
}1i11rll eg~ n r.w boy. holcli11g the leg by n l'UJW, 11-liil.t others irnt 
u t hong round 1he an_imal ':> horn , pulling 1he two ro1Je::> tO\Y anl,; 
oue ,;[de. A third rope 11·os fa tened l'OUnd t11e body of the ox and 
oue of the- boy juniped OJI the aJ1inrnl 's back l10ldin0' on liy -thi . 
rope. A s a rulf·, ! li e o_ immediutely "tarted to bnllow antl tried 
tn break uway, snme time - ucce du10· in tlnowing it rid r off . Bllt 
the l'OlJeil fa.-~eu >d to it · horn s and l eg pl't'Ve.Lited the n 11 imal _ frorn 
o- >tt ing- inva, · . Aftel' 111:m~· fuiile attempts tl1!-' o.- be ·arn tii'ed am] 
rt"hiserl to mov front its _place. ~ t t h j mom n t the boys farted 
to tlu~d1 the bea- t with l eatlJer bnugs O l' 1n bite into it.s lail. 
'l'he ox once rnol'e l1·iAd to b1·t->nk away, but oou ;;toad still ag<iiu 
wlien realising 1lrn1 a 11 a I.I rn pl::; 11·e r in vu.in. Then the O'ame 
·btr <l all over agai n. '['hi~ Lrnining haviu•r heeu re pea led for 
ight clay every rnor1ti ng- a11 <l l:'veni ng- fo r about half nn hour 

a pie e of wood wnR pas.·ed t lnough the c•ut ila.g·e of it' uo:-;P, :_1 string 
bei ng fa. h•tierl to i t - two end s s ·n -ing n·· :i h l' idl P. For n tU:ne the 
yo un g- ox wfl.;; fa . e1wd t o tlw horu of an ulJ vxi.wrienc·e<l e:idjng· 
bea t, and Hi e p11pi l began to 1rnlk putiently u~ it· runs e 1.' , · ide. 

ne an t rnvcl ·umfortabl, aml eeur I in this 1vay £or a 
areat dislnnc autl v e r r11g-rve<l mountaius ." 11n:;-s ~r Tl oe1·ule 

chn pera, 1930), " providt.'cl cme i. llot in too mud1 of 11 htrrr:r.' 

~ill(! (' the Ho -tentc){:,: dt•]Pll d a nlm t nf i1·ely upon their Ct1ttlt> 

aud .- beep fo1· nbsi -tenc , •spe ·ially dnriug llw dry , umm r, the 
healt h of tlH•ir .1,ork ll'l\Ol of 1.he utmost· impol'lanc to them, as 1n:1:o; 

fullv refieded in tbei1· cerelllun ial li fe . 'l'JH~V ht> ld !Im lJ lief that 
the' 11-ell-l.ieiug of th eit benl · and fl,,,,k · d~pe11de(l upnn liealtb. 
couclition ma i_o taiJiecl i11 l liP l'u11111ni 11itv, allfl Jud :111 v IJrPu k in 
fh ir lnidifion,; a nd en-· lom,; 1rn ,; hn11nd tn"nlferd ilwir storl~ :irln•J· i;:0ly. 

In t lPir ritun l 111 :d s co ws t\l id e1re. ll'!c' t'e ll "d a111l on ce1·tain 
orTa ions , uch uniu1ai \Y en ' Sfl ·rifi ced t.o the ll'ibal rl eitirs <lire tly. 
Al· the great. umiunl 1·ai n-maki11 g c·e1·eniuny of t he -aman . J l'eo·nant 
co 1-vs :rnrl P\Ye: wel'e killed to typif,v fertilit.1r, heir ute1·i being 
pr served till u l'lf'r llit• ft•nst 11·hen 1he ut riuc> tluid wa: pm1red 
thl'ough n fit·c • l'ln,;e In a ri n•r ha 11 k into tl1e ri 1· r l )p J.n11'. \.l th ' A;1IDf' 

ti me milk a1 1 <l fat wen· l Ii l'own in tu I he fir . \Yh t>n suffering a 
looO' period of d1-ol1gh · u similar Cf' r e111 n,v was J.>t•rf l'lllf'd in wlai h 
a pregn:wt heifer wa slaugh tered. After a HultP111ot' " £uneral 
hi . widow lrncl lo . l'ati'Pr the c Dtent · of a1 nuimal ' .. 11mrne11 o-v r 
the attle kl'na l , . a.viug. " let thc:u· he plenty of milk" , ai1d a 
imihll' cu. Olll wa s ohservc>1l at a O'irl puherty r:el'fnnony. \t a 

wi1lown' . nw ni <ige uere.mony the hl'icleg-room, after hi" seclmiou, har1 
to priukle the i;ati- le and sheep with wate·I' b fore h wa·· ag-n:in 
allow "fl to go amoug t helll iM u,,; ua.l. 1ileo ." 1Tuabug wom n 111ust 
a hs aiu from milli:iug-, and g-irls p;,1 ,· iug Lltrougl1 i.he pul1 r ly Tltes 
wt>re led arourH1 flu• kra al 1Yh Nl' thev had 1-o fouch the bull;:;: ant.I 
ram 1o ronfer pot.ency upon tlwm .' The a11iml'IL 1-ym·e i11r·l111led 
iu a ll purifiration ct-• rernonit>. ·, uud grent co 1·c 11-u" fak n to kc:ep c1ll 
pollu tion from their krnnl~ (1 'chapera, 1930). 
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A "OOn as an ouimal died of <li ea e, the HottentoLs immeaia tely 
n1ov <l thei l' t<ueampmenl to anoth r pla ·e. 'panman (1789) 1:ou­
siclers tl1aL thii,; habit originated alu1ost enLirely in prejmlice. Dut 
it is videnl that experience n1u ~1 J1ave taught th Hottentots that 
stay ing 11 in :·1 pla.'e wltete a11 ~numal haa died ()f diseaRe, frequently 
l'e ultecl in au additional number of a11irna ls succumbing e i thel' :from 
poisonous plants QT iufedion. ::ipn1'1'ma11 hinrl:'llf adm its t hat t,his 
" prejudi C'e " " is pedtap one of the principal ·aus . that the 
Gil tt le of the llottentuts i u some mea urn keep up to J.heir origi 1ial 

stuullan1, whilst, on t.he ot.her h:rnrl, tuosP of the l'iumperrn. degen 'l'­
ate J-o a small e l' tac 

TColben 1719 sta.tes that tlte tl i ·ea ·es of tl1e IloUt•otot ' d m t>s tic 
anim;l};:; were the . ume as thoi;e occul'riHg- ani.ong· European-owned 
tock iu South Afrirn , :·in· the lnlter oriO'i11ute h'om 1Iott ntot 

stock :iua liv iu tl1e sa m(> en,· i1·,1 nuu~ nt, grnzing nn i> imil ar pas Ltu·cs . 
The HoU utot;; wer(> riiiher reh1dant o di:H'll. s their • nimal ' 
cliseas with l~inoperrn s . "~othiug- is .kuowu ill this co'llnhy," 
Kolhen 'nites 'of . h eP-p flyino· e11 ·11wfise as iu 1Du'tope. m' do 
theil' tlncks heco 111 e riurngy or stn1t. to C'ongh, or conl ra t t h cr 
disP:l..'es. ~('his is due 1.o the healthy pastmes trnd milcl di.mate under 
whi ' h b1>ep dn ant even l'NJUil" salt l ick:', 'riLl1out whiclJ tbe.v wrmlrl 
uot. thrive in }~nl'Ope." 

']'his last . tate1m111t i,,; of course erroueon , Hottentot sheep i·etJUil'­
iug just us lllUch alt as tlrnse oi other couutries. Ouly it was 
un11ece ·ar:v to g·iye them pe<'ial sal t Tali n ~ ;;i11 there are plenty 
of naturnl li k · scatter 11 OYIH ' the arid space c £ Hottentot lnod. 

The. ·phospha tl! 1l eflcie ncy of South African so ils ancl pa fa1res 
made itself fe lt as ruuch ;tmong th dome tic ani_mals of the Hottentots 
in the early dn.ys a among the Eurnpean- and Native-owued herds 
of S t1th Afri{·a. at t lw pi·es nt lime. vVe. bav a lread:-5 quoted 
S.parrman ' s stal ment that. t he Niltive cattle iu the Zuure-velden 
were given to chew irnwholesm.ne : ub.·tances, su h as thongs of 
leatl1et", chalk anr1 bones, :rnr1 i11 rlefault of :myt11i11µ· lse of t he kind .. 
ven to gnaw on anotlH.1 1· " ho1•11 s . 

Tbe Hotle11tots harl a.monµ- them Cl!rtaiu individnnl:- who W•re 
looked 11pou a11 SJ)ecia list"11 in the LreaLrnen t nf ;lllj ma I diseases. 
As soou a · it Wfl1' not.icerl ihul an nnirnn l was ill, ne of tl1 ese 
exnerts ww· called and nsk ti for his advi ·e. Re lJ ually bl rl t.he 
animal firsb, making in ·ision:- with a lrnif • or shaqJ botie, a.nrl t he.u 
for· d , ome niedici.ue down its t lll'011t, decudPd from t.he 1:oots am] 
lrnlhs of mat\y diver 11h111t · . WJ;Pu an <111inu;d \Y3ii un oihl t.n pass 
uri11P , it was g·jveu a kiJHl c1f E>arlh w<J:x: di s. h-l, d in w:tter. If a 
cow's or ewe's lH.lder bef'ante inAnn (' d. the sw11llt•n pHl't ,_ we>1·e 1.reuted 
with a11 nintrneu mnrl c of tail £ut- a1111 buchu, rt wePt-. melling 
pow1l J· "1·oun<1 by ihP wornen from nll'in11 ki1111s of •ll'o111ntir , hrub 
an(l . pol'es of fungi. 1'S1·h11ltlf.t' ( l!JOi) 111e11Lio11, the following i11g'red­
ie11 ts of' lrn ·bu ; -

(1) The short fleshy l e;we of uel'tuiu pc> ie · of fesembry­
a.nf hemum 01· 'i11 th e ir s tearl other herb. or sub:· lnubs, 
ueh as slenrler tul1el'Ous mots -fa ypel'u.· spe ·1es; 
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(2) various Li ·hens, (·,;pt> ·ially P11r111 .elia li oUentol;/11 Thug· .• 
which we re scrnpcd ult ro ·k,,; ; 

(3) t l1 e dmit-like spurf's of ~·n riuu · fu.ng :. 

'l ' Lt o;e ingt·e1li n i · 11· rt> driP.~l, J'U i1strd and powdered, a11tl ·o.llle­
times bl e11<1ed with >l'l)' ti lit· q uarfa d 11s1 , lie fo re hei ng -acl1l e1l to il1 •, 

foil fat. 
Ia tbe eve nt of a tluck bej11g: seized wi t l1 fin uutlltea.k of 1l isease, 

a11 ol!l Hotten tot expert in c uriug· auiwaJ · , sfau.ghterell t bi·ee healthy 
s l1eep as ~1 ;;nf' 1·ifa·r, oni> t>::wh on tlnee Sltc ·e;;givt;> da ys . 'Pl1e 111 a.1. 
wa. consumed h:v the ol<l Ulen of the frihe, whilst the yo11ug- ni 1 

wt?rn gi,·eu t lw hlnofl ancl e111Tuil s, mHl 1li e 11·ornrn a hrotb }H' ]Jiwed 
'from the meu t. A ft •1· tl.rn u1 eu 1 •:if'h oJ the !.hr e gr011p. spent the 
1lay and followi 11<" night, a pa.l't i 11 ·i ngi·11g a11.<l J a 11 ci11g to at.one , for 
t heir £fences :tg:1i 1 1~!: 1he i1· s upre!Jle tleit.y . H tbe 1li eas(· nm ed 
;i£ter a time they ll'en! tilled with joy uvvr the suc.eess of their 
pra.vel'' hu t jf t.h• illne ·· spr ad for1her, th ·y la.id t he ulalll t! upoll 
P. i theT t l1 e s;wrifi e+! r of 1!H• a c rifi cP for not l>ei ng <>·oo(l euoug·b. 
Al1other old nu.1J1 wa selecl'ed a111l t ue ce.remony i·epeated with three 
fritter sheep. At Hi e same Lime tb1> st• lHl•J11eut was moved elsewhere. 

At certai a t ime!) the r;lrnep w(;'rf;' drinu 111·01lgh u, moking lrnap 
of wood. On the rlay <lelt>l'll1in d r.> u, th e wo111en 111illHMl th· cows at 
tlawu a)Hl bro\tght t h milk to th ('> menfolk who harl lo drink it 
all. Bnt t.lrn women t he rnseh ·t•:· w1•1·e strid 1 v fo 1·bidden to drink 
or pill eveu a dtop 1Jf it; oibetwi;e t he r: 'r·emnn ·ould not be 
perfonned that day. '\Yhen all 1 lw milk h aJ been con sumed, , ome 
0£ the men fe1 ch etl the slrnep from the kraal, whili;t others prnpared 
a h11ge fire in an ope11 ::;pac"l,. t l1 i kly co v«>red it wi l 11 t?'reen hrai1r hes 
. o as to prollLtce a clt>n e ·lout! of ruoke . \Vh e11 tll e sheep were 
bwugllt up, the men 1·at1gi>d tlrn1usel e in ~wo rcJws along both 
sid s o.£ the ffre leaving· a passage hetween t hem thro11gh which t h t> 
sheep were driven tow::mls the smoking heap over 'vbj ch they ha.cl 
to pa. s . 

'l'he Hott c, ntot · bell v~ 1 thai pr datcn·y anima ls , especially wild 
(lop; , would not a. t.ack t11P11· flock s us loHg· a - ~he )'o;mell of 1 h smo11: 
l'bn<>• to t.b e sh eep (Schapera J9aO). 

lt does not seem thai the H ottelltots had u uy co n Rid era bl 
knowledge of the 1Teat 1nen1. ot stcic k clisea. es . ~or <lid t hey care 
very much whim :rn a.rijmal cli e1l in spitP of bl ee<li ng a.ml 111 ech f' io es . 
Por they did i1ot 1n1 ry its ·aJ'( \ll t! 11or l"brow it t.o the rlog , but 
~m1 . un1 c~d it thern . eh ·c,s , Hw owi1er .iu ,·i ting lii 1' 11 e igol1l)o11r to t h e 
fea~L Kolheu (1719) re111:nk ~ thal thP Jin ttenl·ots' lllllll l1et' of aispos­
i11g· of tl1eit <lead stcwk wn,; ~onn i11qHrrte<l by t h.t!11l to lh t!- EurovPau 
~et. He1·s al thP. Cape " in parhculu t l1 e GoY«"l'nor, Simon ·a.n der 
~j:eJ, who Used to freat hj tnnfo :incl renrn]p s]n Ye' i.o ( \I Ch delicnries, 
nlt li o1wh thi R hr011~l1 t him hnl ;;mall profit". 

A K r-0\.\'LBDGEMEN'L' . 

My work i11 (:Ou 11 ed .io11 wiih this studs h as been l'·endered 
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the Uni n of Ron! h A fri ·a from funds p1·0Yidecl by Uie 'nmegie 
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