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CONCLUSION

INTERCHANGING ANIMATION

An interchanging animation is where conditions or components of a place are allowed, through architecture,
to animate and complement one another. These become interlinked and serve as a reference to one another
within a larger framework. Like the fountain, the urban settlement and the natural environment are the
essentials to the place; the project proposes a re-stitching of these essentials through an interchanging
animation between architecture and the natural environment, the everyday and the extraordinary, and the
urbanity and the rural or natural environment.

The project proposes the insertion of a new dialectical condition instead of the irresponsive “wall’ or boundary
that encloses the fountain and the central gardens. It proposes new public and tourism amenities within a
newly established framework. It furthermore proposes the re-introduction of the recreational heart as integral
and active part of the everyday of urban Bela-Bela. It also aims to reference the extended enveloping natural
splendour that presides through integrating it with the design.

The intervention facilitates recreation programmes that interlink and merge with the facilities of the resort and
the fountain in the central public gardens. It hosts commercial spaces that animate and interlink with tourism
and recreation to animate the urban edge. The device hosts a public floral greenhouse and a multi-purpose hall
that support the lack of civic facilities in the town and diversifies tourist attractions. The building becomes an
extension of the public gardens and the recreational facilities, as well as the urban and rural environment of
Bela-Bela.

The project proposes a creation of an interchanging animation between architectural spaces, the water

from the fountain, and the natural landscape that, through architecture, becomes ‘visible’ and animates the
architectural space. It proposes a design of a threshold device, which becomes the spatial, referential, and
programmatic linkage between urban and rural components and conditions of Bela-Bela, and which allows
synergies to exist in-between these. The design is aimed towards intertwining the everyday of Bela-Bela with
the fountain, the central gardens, and recreation hosted at the nucleus of the place and towards the creation of
a device that engages sensibly with the natural environment to evoke its inherent poetics and potential.

The conceptual intentions necessitate that rituals of two polar events be fused. To allow for a continuum
in a reciprocal animation, the boundaries of spaces expand and allow nature and the water to inhabit

these boundary demarcations and determine privacy. Where greater divisions of privacy are required, these
demarcations expand further and deeper through interplay on different levels, to form a loggia, which is
animated by the properties of the water and the natural landscape. The spatial continuum that overlaps the
boundary is allowed to animate both spaces.

Along with the loggia, the courtyards are used to vary privacy and add rhythm to a theatrical unfolding of
space. The courtyards become oculi that live outwards, towards the exterior; phenomena (such as steam,
fountains and water circulation), arising and ascending from the central “interchanging animation”, are
allowed to animate peripheral spaces of the intervention that become thresholds to the context.

The arid climate of Bela-Bela, a distinct diurnal variation in wind, and the ample amounts of water (hot and
cold) available, all influence the design and technology of the device - it is proposed to integrate the presiding
natural environment and water from the fountain with the architecture. Passive cooling and ventilation of
spaces are proposed through adapting the design towards a symbiosis with the climate and environment.

© University of Pretoria
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sion.

(Author, 2015)
Figure 7. 20

The building mirrors the hydro around the axis
extending north south through the fountain.

(Author, 2015)
Figure 7. 21

The proposed public gardens extend onto the first
level which extends through the greenhouse (in the
form of a flower market) into the florist along the

public edge.

(Author, 2015)

Figure 7. 22

Section A-A - Final drawings. The greenhouse vol-
ume is extended over the lap pool and the foyer to
the recreational facilities.

(Author, 2015)

Figure 7. 23

View from the baths’ loggia where climbers devide
privacy from public.

(Author, 2015)
Figure 7. 24
The public edge
(Author, 2015)
Figure 7. 25
The public logia

(Author, 2015)

Figure 7. 26

The promenade extending into the recreational

edge

(Author, 2015)

Figure 7. 27

Development of the pools.

(Author, 2015)

Figure 7. 28

The central pool developed initially as an open pool
but provided privacy and programmatic complica-

tions in the design.

(Author, 2015)

CHAPTER S
Figure 8.1

Structural concept. The device ‘assembles’ the
environment and animates the spaces therewith

(Author, 2015)
Figure 8.2

Conceptual sketch of the structure
(Author, 2015)

Figure 8.3

The Heart and Spine

(Author, 2015)

Figure 8.4

‘Assembling’ the environment

(Author, 2015)
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Figure 8.5

Interchanging Animation
(Author, 2015)

Figure 8.6

CSIR Koppen-Geiger map
(Conradie et al, 2015)
Figure 8.7

Bela-Bela period surface wind rose fro period 2004
-2008

(EMFWD, n.d.)
Figure 8.8

Passive ventilation strategy development for respec-
tive spaces

(Author, 2015)
Figure 8.9

Section A-A. Wind analysis and technification of
the intervention

(Author, 2015)

Figure 8. 10

Section A-A. Anatomy of the intervention
(Author, 2015)

Figure 8.11

Anatomy of the intervention
(Author, 2015)

Figure 8. 12

Section A-A detail.

(Author, 2015)

Figure 8.13

Detail development of the junction between the
public edge, the greenhouse and the pools

(Author, 2015)

Figure 8. 14

Section C-C. The greenhouse structure.
(Author, 2015)

Figure 8.15

Section C-C. Detail.

(Author, 2015)

Figure 8.16

Ventilation strategy with prevailing winds from
originating in the north

(Author, 2015)
Figure 8.17

The double skin condensation control polycarbon-
ate sheeting and ventilation system

(Author, 2015)

Figure 8.18

Section D-D development.

(Author, 2015)

Figure 8.19

Climbers support detail

(Author, 2015)

Figure 8. 20

Specification of climbers and indigenous planting

(Author, 2015)

© University of Pretoria



Figure 8. 21 Figure 8.29
The recreational edge and the passive ventilation Water system
strategy

(Author, 2015)
Figure 8.22

The animation channels.
(Author, 2015)
Figure 8.23
Roof Itteration
(Author, 2015)
Figure 8.24
Ground floor plan
(Author, 2015)
Figure 8.25

First level plan
(Author, 2015)
Figure 8.26
Material palette
(Author, 2015)

Figure 8.27

Basement and water reservoir construction.

(Author, 2015)
Figure 8. 28
Water storage and filtration system.

(Author, 2015)

(Author, 2015)
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