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9.1

FINAL PROJECT PROPOSAL: 
Exhibition drawings and photographs
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South facade view from the recreational landscape North facade perspective of the structure from the ceremonial boulevard
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North facade perspective fromStanza Bopape Street
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The dissertation set out to address the spatially fragmented 
public realm of the present condition of our cities, 
resulting from the great divide between nature and culture 
of the modern paradigm, and from the development of 
industrialisation and urbanisation that control natural 
resources in isolated networks of infrastructural systems. 
Regardless of the multiplication of artificial environments, 
our cultural influences cannot be removed from our 
interpretation of nature that establishes us as living beings. 
Both the cultural constructs and natural entities of cities are 
manifestations of the relations between natural and cultural 
developments over time, and collectively influence a city’s 
distinctive existence (Whiston Spirn 2002:4). Infrastructure 
has the potential to facilitate an integrated continuum of this 
nature-culture exchange between natural systems and the 
resources operating in and shaping our artificially constructed 
built environments. 

Through a concentrated investigation of the spatial 
consequences of the bureaucratic approach to development 
and infrastructural implementation in the City of Pretoria, the 
Apies River Corridor and the identified site, a reinterpretation 
of our development processes is proposed – a reinterpretation 
that is concerned with the acknowledgment of non-human 
natural systems and processes as agents in interventions, 
and that emphasises the constraints of our cultural practices 
through the construction of an artificial environment that 
stimulates a symbiotic relationship between our ecological 
and socio-cultural existences. Such a reinterpretation requires 
a fundamental change in perspective concerning the demands 
that necessitate flexible and resilient infrastructure design to 
meet the more variable conditions of our future cities. 

9.2

Conclusion

 It is a law of nature we overlook, that intellectual versatility is the compensation for change, danger, and trouble. An animal 
perfectly in harmony with its environment is a perfect mechanism. Nature never appeals to intelligence until habit and 
instinct are useless. There is no intelligence where there is no change and no need of change. Only those animals partake of 

intelligence that have a huge variety of needs and dangers.
 (Wells 2002:47)

The programmatic response of a decentralised urban 
stormwater filtration system and cultural memory park with 
social, economic and recreational facilities, aims to conserve 
and sustainably reclaim and reuse water, towards establishing 
an ecosystemic relationship between ecological processes and 
socio-economic activities, with the architectural intervention 
as facilitating agent. The proposed recreational and socio-
economic appropriations represent possible scenarios for 
the animated infrastructure, and therefore an alternative 
reimagination of a hybrid typology is proposed as an extension 
of the existing infrastructure of the urban realm, Stanza 
Bopape  Street, and the regenerated Apies River Island, that::

-     contains and activates the potential of the recreational 
      landscape;
-     offers new public spaces through a relationship between 
      Stanza Bopape Street and the river;
-     increases the area's ecological contribution through 
      reinscribing an identity for it;
-     amplifies its historic and cultural significance through       
      relationship between the proposed interventions and 
      historical remnants surrounding the site;
-     capitalises on the spatial, material and socio-economic 
      possibilities of infrastructure; and
-     provides an enigmatic experience beyond its 
      infrastructural use.

By reimagining existing infrastructure as part of the 
production of form and space, through innovative 
design interventions, alternative occupation, and public 
appropriation of disenfranchised urban spaces, the spatial, 
material, and socio-economic potential of infrastructure 
is exploited towards enhancing the precinct’s ecological 
contribution  to and historic significance for the city, and 
reinstating an enigmatic and recreational experience as well as 
ecological awareness beyond its infrastructural use.
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By reimagining existing infrastructure as part of the 
production of form and space, through innovative 
design interventions, alternative occupation, and public 
appropriation of disenfranchised urban spaces, the spatial, 
material, and socio-economic potential of infrastructure 
is exploited towards enhancing the precinct’s ecological 
contribution  to and historic significance for the city, and 
reinstating an enigmatic and recreational experience as well as 
ecological awareness beyond its infrastructural use.

The "final" proposal and investigation of the project is 
therefore rooted in a broader spatial vision – from the scale of 
the site to the scale of the city – that aims to become a didactic 
metabolism for activating the specific condition and similar 
consequential conditions prevalent in the City of Tshwane.

Position within the theoretical discourse of 
artificial environments as nature-culture integration

Understanding the site as part of a greater scale 
of infrastructural processes:

Reading the site and its existing conditions through 
series of investigations at a range of scales

Infrastructure integrated with contextual informants 
as generator of architecture that facilitates 

public space, socio-economic and recreational 
opportunities contained within the site

Didactic approach to spatially fragmented and 
underutilised marginal spaces,

prevalent within the city of Pretoria

Figure 9.1: Diagramme of approach to project and its contribution to 
the discourse of Architecture
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