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URBAN PRECEDENT

INTRODUCTION

The urban precedent component is seen as a key informant of the design process. Topical urban studies relevant to the
discourse of the project were chosen to guide and assist the author in creating an architecture that, beyond the reams
of animmediate context, would benefit the urban context at large. Thus, a selection of work stemming from urban theory
to implemented urban strategies were chosen to bolster the argument in support of an alternative, recalibrated urban
morphology unknown to Pretoria.

Applicable urban theories relevant to concept were appropriated with the intention of fostering a sustainable design solu-
tion that supplements a sustainable design ethos. Thus, interpretation played a crucial role in decision making, versus a
linear abstraction of information and application; which does little to support a circuitous design process better suited for
a project of this nature. In that sense it becomes a valuable contributor to a normative stance on recalibrating the current
urban climate prevelant in Pretoria.

© University(af Pretoria
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LEBBEUS WOODS | PROTO-URBAN [Il]NDITIl]NT

Fig. 5.1
The Proto Urban Condition

[ *SCALE OF APPLICATION

*MACRO-MICRO SCALE CONSIDERATION
The need to understand tt
ant to recognise u
ational scale in

urban condition becomes

w d

inte <ed to design buildings outside o home cities and cultures

oto-urban condit

1 urban patho ening of an alre

can take impositions of one cul-

-urban-condition, 2015]

15 on prototyy would become more po: 1e present era
ture upon othe ally be brought to a close [f beuswoods.wordpress.com/2008/02/29/the
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TJAN GEHL | CITIES FOR PEOPLE

Fig. 5.2
The five qualities need for a successful city

*MACRO SCALE CONSIDERATION

Cities For People brings the human scale element into urban design planning. Taking into account changing demographics and changing l|festyles
JAN GEHL Gehl emphasises four human issues that he sees as essential to successful city planning. He explains how to develop cities that are LI

E. and HE Thus, Gehl's considerations for experienceing the city on foot versus in a car were cosidered in the design of a precmi
that would maximise pedestrian and cyclcist movement.

%
//’n’

KELVIN CAMPBELL
SMART URBANIST
‘THE NEIGHBOURHOORD COEFFIECENT

TEN SIMP‘LE RULES
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URBAN CATALYST | THE POWER OF TEMPORARY USE

Fig. 5.3

The Seven Typlogies of temporary urban use

OSWALT, P; OVERMEYER K; MISSELWITZ, P

*MICRO SCALE CONSIDERATION

With changing trends regarding the development of the city, a new emergence in citizen consciousness has
whose future is vague, the ones in a state of no-longer, or not-yet. Thus
ring movements temporal in nature to understand whether a more

INTERPRETING THE SEVEN TYPOLOGIES OF TEMPORARY URBAN USE:

N
N\

\

<2

\\

s E

.

77 O

7T
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STAND IN:

NO LASTING EFFECT ON LOCATION. IT
IS MERELY A GAP BETWEEN ITS LAST
AND NEXT USE. SUCH A LOW IMPACT
APPROACH ~ MAKES ~ REALISATION
EASIER.

IMPULSE:

SERVING AS A TRIGGER FOR LONG
TERM DEVELOPMENT. A NEW PROFILE
CHARACTERISTIC CAN INDEFINTELY
CHANGE ITSELF INTO A NEW ACTIVITY
PROFILE OVER TIME.

CONSOLIDATION:

SERVING AS A TRIGGER FOR LONG
TERM DEVELOPMENT OF SHORT TERM
PROPOSAL. A NEW PROFILE CHARAC-
TERISTIC CAN INDEFINTELY CHANGE
ITSELF INTO A NEW ACTIVITY PROFILE
OVER TIME.

CO-EXISTENCE:

SITE SPECIFICIC PROGRAMMES CAN
SPLIT. ONE PART OF A SITE MAY BE
CONTROLLED BY URBAN CRETIVE
CLUSTERS WHILST THE OTHER PART
DICATATED BY GENTRIFICATION. A
NICHE EXISTENCE MAKES COEXIS-
TENCE POSSIBLE.

PARASITE:

CLUSTER FORMATION TAKING ADVAN-
TAGE OF ALREADY SUCCESFUL PER-
MANT PROGRAMMED SITE.

PIONEER:
WHEN TEMPORARY USE IS NOT IN-
TERMEDIATE STAGE BUT A FIRST FOR
THE SITE.

DISPLACEMENT:

WHEN A PERMANET USE IS MOVED T0
A DIFFERENT LOCATION FOR A CER-
TAIN PERIOD OF TIME.

DESIRED TEMPORARY REQUIRED CONDITION IN ORDER TO GENERATE A MORE PERMANENT CREATIVE URBAN CLUSTER IN PRETORIA

*
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TJAN GEHL | LIFE BETWEEN BUILDINGS

Fig. 5.4
Jan Gehl's matrix for designing well consolidated public and civic urban space

JAN GEHL

ALL FIGURES
[http:/lwww.walk21.com/papers/CopenhA-
gen.pdf]

AKEY WORD LIST | DETAILED PLANNING

*MICRO SCALE CONSIDERATION

THE KEY WORD IS : URBAN QUALITY

DESIGNING / DETAILING PUBLIC SPACES P 1.Protection against 2.Protection against 3. Protection against
g Traffic & Accidents crime & violence p sense
“People, life and vitality are the biggest at- T - traffic accidents Heslingiafsatery) SERSTSACES
tractions in a city. We see it in the choice of E - fear of traffic - lived in / used - wind / draft
peoples seating, where the most populated c - other accidents - streetlife - rain / snow
benches are located, how people choose to T - streetwatchers - cold / heat
sit on sidewalk cafes facing the people walk- "J - overlapping functions - - polution
ing by rather than the buildings behind them. N in space & time - dust, glare, noise
The biggest quality of a sidewalk café is
simply the interaction with other people. —
Do you have a choice between walking c 4. Possibilities for 5.Possibilities for 6. Possibilities for
through a deserted, empty street and a 0 WALKING STANDING / STAYING SITTING
street with other people walking, people will M
choose the liveliest street that provides them 0 - room for walking - attractive edges - zones for sitting
with more experiences, visual variety and a F - untiering layout of streets »Edgeeffect« - maximizing advantages
feeling of safety. 0 - interesting facades - defined spots for_staying grimary anq sgﬁondary
R - no obstacles - supports for staying sitting posgbxlme§
Life in cities is a great quality not only when it T ~good surfaces -~benchesforresting
comes to the discussion of a single street
but also when discussing neighbourhoods
and cities as a whole. Issues on life are
gﬁﬁf 7 e ey Vi’;‘f’)’[ﬁg{’;i’gp:ggg e 7.Possibilities to SEE | | 8. Possibilities for 9. Possibilities for
the life and vitality of a place.” HEARING / TALKING PLAY / UNFOLDING /
- seeing-distances ACTIVITIES
- unhindered views - low noise level
- Janh Gehl - interesting views - bench arrangements - invitation to physical acti-
- lighting (when dark) »talkscapesc vities, play, unfolding &
entertainment - day &
night and summer &
winter
E 10.Scale 11. Possibilities for 12. Aestetic quality /
N enjoying positive positive sense-
J - dimensioning of buil- aspects of climate experiences
0 dings & spaces in obser-
Y vance of the important -sun/shade - good design & good
M human dimensions - warmth / coolness detailing
E related to senses, move- - breeze / ventilation - views / vistas
N ments, size & behaviour - trees, plants, water
T
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Fig. 5.5
Jan Gehl's identified user groups and activities expected in public spaces

USER GROUPS

Which user groups can be expected to use the public space?

N 1. Theeverydayusers: People that lives and works in the area.
ﬁ = %
2. Thevisitors/customers: People that visits the functions in the area.

3. Thepassers-by,

x-; ;— ;-;é = %ﬂf pedestriansin transit: People passing through the area.

=0
v 4. Therecreational visitors: People that visits the area because the public space is delightful/to use
Q E the public space in relation to recreation, pleasure, exercise, play etc.
5. Thevisitors to events: People that visits the public space because of special events.

USER ACTIVITIES

What kind of activities can be expected in the public space?

_ NECESSARY

OPTIONAL A Daily comings and goings: To walk to and from.
A —;3 -B
Ten=yl & Daily transit actitity: Towalk through the area.
- Daily recreational activity: Breaks and pauses.
ﬁ? (in connection to visits in the area)
i D Recreational activity: Recreation and play.
< E Planned activity: To be spectator/participant.

KEY CONSIDERATIONS

© Universi§jof Pretoria
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THE CITY AT EYE LEVEL | LESSONS FOR CITY PLINTHS

Fig. 5.6

Warm City plinth typologies. These include pop-up market spaces and stores

GLASER. M, VAN THOFF. M, KARSSENBERG. H,
LAVEN. J AND VAN TEEFFELEN. J

ALL FIGURES:
[hitp://www.thecityateyelevel.com/]

*MACRO-MICRO SCALE CONSIDERATION

*ARTICLE: PUBLIC REALM AND USER [72 -73]

The plinth as the interaction between public and private, hetween the inside (ground fl oor) and the outside (the street). Urbanites expe-
rience their cities in what we call the ‘public realm’. It has a broader meaning than just ‘public space’; it includes facades of buildings
and everything that can be seen at eye level. Plinths are therefore a very important part of buildings: the ground fl oor, the city at eye
level. A strucuture with a vibrant plinth can create a positive euser experiece.

Plinths are crucial for the experience and attractiveness of the urban space, hoth in residential and commercial areas. Good plinths are
in the interest of the urban economy, and not only hecause of consumer spending.

*ARTICLE : THE PLINTHS OF THE WARM CITY - THADDEUS MULLER [74 - 77]

The Warm City exists at the intersection of ohservahle physical and social aspects of city life. Our perceptions of people who use
public space are one of the cornerstones of the warm city. For some people, the crowd in the inner city is just a nuisance because it
blocks their way going from A to B. For these people, the city should be functional, a means of transport, from their offi ce to their
homes. For many others, the people in public space form a huge reservoir of diverse cognitive, tactile, emotional, esthetic, sensa-
tional, erotic, and relational experiences.

D HOUSE

/
' r GROGERES [CLOTHING,
h R EUMES |BO0TS-T00
| E—_

*ARTICLE : HYBRID ZONES - SANDER VAN DER HAM [82 - 85]

Ahybrid zone is the space between the private and the public domain and is characterized by a transition hetween these two do-
mains. This transition makes the zone semi-private and is therefore called a hybrid zone.

public realm private
private P
---------------- ——
: 1
! : /’\ '
1 1 A public space
L] 1, - \ ------------------
m
] |
1 1
1 1, \
R
n
1 1
i 1
1 1
1 Ll

) ; N hybrid zones
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