


With the thought of their publication in 1967 on the centenary of his father’s bi
translated an edited version of his early letters into Americanese English which varied
original German. The family had punctiliously extracted ‘unpublishable’ details in tt
transcripts of the originals and I am deeply grateful that both the expurgated and une:
versions were made available to me in the original German which I then had to learn. F
ly there was no Schwitzerdutsch. During a visit to Switzerland in 1971, I had the pleasure:
fit of being driven over a large part of the country by Alfred 2 (who sadly died before
pletion of this work), his wife Elsie Zurcher and Arnold’s niece Klirli Mettauer, acc:
by an English-speaking relative Marianne Eichenberger. They took me to his birthplace
his High School at Aarau, his universities at Berne and Zurich with their Veterinary Scl
village of Beromunster when he first practised, and many other significant locales. I
Klara Theiler, daughter of Alfred 1. All helped to collect, preserve and transcribe
letters for which no thanks could be adequate. They also assisted me in the course of .
Alfred 2 obtaining the rare photograph of Arnold as a student and Klara and Klarli 2
numerous questions when they subsequently visited South Africa.

To Dr Gertrud Theiler, I owe unbounded gratitude for the kind, patient and unresers
ance rendered me over seven years and more. Neither she nor her sister Margaret :
members of the family are in any way responsible for the manner in which I have ir
the material kindly placed at my disposal and assembled by myself. I have recorded
Sir Arnold as the evidence indicated.

Warm and affectionate appreciation is offered to H.R.H. Princess Alice, Countess o
whose phenomenal memory, alert interest and gracious patronage of this and otk
works, have continuously provided inspiration and encouragement as they did Theil
possible to inform her on her 95th birthday that his biography was completed.

Of the legion of individuals who actively and continuously assisted me, I am partic
debted to those who knew Theiler at his zenith and after retirement, notably Miss Me
historian of the National Institute of Botanical Research, Pretoria whose keen interest,
ing memory, recollection of Arnold Theiler and his colleagues, and loan of relevant
were indispensable; Dr B. D. Pullinger, pathologist, adviser and friend who scrutinised
in manuscript; Dr J. H. R. Bisschop, one of Theiler’s first students and ultimate expe
nomics who kindly conducted me over Onderstepoort recapturing ‘the old man’s d
lent pictorial and literary material; Dr W. O. Neitz, protozoologist and collector of
history who made much material available before Brazil coSpted him for research wi
and Dr E. M. Robinson of Knysna who was closely associated with Sir Arnold for m:

The Honourable the Minister of Agriculture, Mr Hendrik Schoeman, the Dep
Secretary Dr W. Verbeek and the Under-Secretary Mr B. W. Viljoen kindly did what t
to repair the lack of record. Exceptional etforts were made at the Veterinary Researct
at Onderstepoort where the then Deputy-Director Dr M. de Lange kindly permitte
Journals and Reports. I am indebted also to Dr K. E. Weiss and particularly to the he
Photographic Department, Mr H. M. de Bruyn who, in addition to supplying many illv
maintained a lively and encouraging interest. The stately Library also contributed helpfi
ation and reference works.

The State (incorporating the Transvaal) Archives in the Union Building accorded :
tional facilities among much unclassified material and I am most grateful to the Chief
and his staff, particularly Dr M. H. Buys who directed me to useful sources. At the C.
ives Depot, the then Chief, Miss Joan Davies rendered customary valuable assistance

Much of my investigation was made in that extraordinary institution, the Joh:
Public Library and Africana Museum where the then City Librarian and Direct
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