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poort shortly after Theiler, in common with many eminent South Africans, had receive
King’s Silver Jubilee Medal.

It was all very exciting and pleasing but the sense of fulfilment that the old man could
enjoyed would continue to elude him until he finished his bone work, interrupted now 1
ominous sign. He had begun to suffer severe headaches, particularly when he got up i
morning. They dwindled, only to return - too often, he thought. Inevitably he remembere
father who had shown the same symptom before dying at the age of 68. He had himsel
turned 68. The headaches continued for many weeks but became less frequent. He tri
dismiss them as signs of senescence while conscious that his powers were diminishing. Hi
often discussed his condition with Emma and made appropriate arrangements. Alfred nov
his will. When the time came, he wished to be cremated.

The work went on in his laboratory under the constant strain of microscopic examin:
Occasionally he would plod across the complex to one of the camps where a sweating e:
mental assistant labouring in a byre, weighing buckets of urine, measuring the rations of mi
ised fodder, noting every aspect of a group of heifers, would regard him tremulously. Tt
quite kindly, would ask him searching questions sometimes in terms he could not unders
(One young Afrikaner, J. S. Otto with two degrees in Science, was confounded by The
enquiry about the ‘metatarsal effect’ and, appalled by his obvious ignorance of Anat
decided he must study Medicine. Leaving Onderstepoort, he became a physician and in
the first Nationalist Mayor of Johannesburg. Theiler, he told the Press, had always bec
hero.) Du Toit had kept his promise and the ancillary work on the Theiler/Green progr:
was proceeding. Immaculate in white laboratory coat emphasising his black-gloved art
hand, the old man would discuss developments with his friend or chat with old and nev
leagues or consult the latest literature in the splendid new library. Idleness was irksome -
nature and when banished from Onderstepoort by public holiday, restlessness superv
Over Easter, Margaret indulged her father’s sudden wish to inspect the environs of Pretori
drove him and the uncomplaining Emma to Hammanskraal, Baviaanspoort, the Premier
Warmbaths, Roberts Heights, Hennops River and Quaggapoort, visiting friends en rout
he aged, Arnold could less and less suffer vacant time and travel became obsessional.

His personal troubles were diminishing. He had written Hans in March of the Onderste
offer and his elder son, in customary manner, had failed to reply. Now in May, he cabl
offer, substantially improved by the efforts of du Toit and de Kock, and including a t
Hans cabled acceptance, proposing to arrive in September. The heavy stone had fallen
their hearts. Arnold wrote him by the new miraculous airmail of the details and how he 1
be helped on all sides at O.P., There was no need to worry about Margaret or Max. Gt
was about to bring great honour on the family. She had been appointed president of the
logical Section of the forthcoming meeting of the South African Association for the Ady
ment of Science at Paarl in the Cape. Her father was determined to hear her deliver her
dential address as well as resume acquaintance with his scientific confréres and, with his ha
long-range planning, to hear Max present a paper to the Second International Microbiol:
Conference in London in July 1936.

His plans were fixed, his headaches were diminishing, his work was interesting and h
Emma were constantly entertained by friends, scientists, the Swiss and consistently, the
Evans. His situation at Q.P. was in no way strained and the veneration of the staff, old anc

| 2. was gratifying. Similarly satisfying was the fruition of many of his works. In May, he o

two-day visit to Armoedsvlakte and was astonished to see how his trees had grown ai
investigations proliferated with important results. There were things that Smuts should

i 2 2 about the Veterinary Division and its organisation. One Sunday in June (16th), Emma ai
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