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of impoverished stock-raisers. Theiler left Cape Town for Somerset West to consult with Quinan
at the nearby Cape Explosives Works (still called ‘De Beers’ after Rhodes original dynamite
factory). He asked Quinan whether his colossal new fertiliser factory could not produce cheap
but effective phosphates (calcium, sodium, phosphoric acid, etc) to meet the need. Quinan
thought it could and promised to engage in bonemeal production, the best means of administer-
ing phosphorus to cattle.

The time had come for Theiler to stand away from ten years’ fruitiess work and 18 months of
revealing observation and experimentation. In brief, the combatting of Lamziekte also indicated
the most advantageous methods of stock-raising. He had now to plan and put into operation
before he left, the investigations into climate, pasture, feeding, medication and generally treating
cattle to attain maximum production. Mogg, for instance, must go immediately to Armoeds-
vlakte to study and analyse the veld plants for at least two years. What was further needed was
a Plant Physiologist and one must be found. Green must investigate the optimum chemical
diet. And so on. But even before launching this programme of work, he must carry the country
with him - the farmers, the industrialists, the legislators and the general public. With his great
gifts for simple explanation, Theiler was a born publicist and promoter. He set his mind to
expounding, with the help of his leading lieutenants, the Lamziekte syndrome and what it im-
plied. Loyally and with due notice though deeply preoccupied, he began his campaign at Vry-
ourg (where he had recently sent P. J. du Toit and H. H. Green publicly to confront the assertive
Hartig and witheringly to demolish his vaunted ‘cure’).

On the 29th June 1920, about 300 cattle-raisers and townsmen assembled in the Vryburg
Town Hall to witness what Theiler considered a proofing run for the exposition which F. B.
Smith was organising for him in Cape Town on a far grander scale. His lecture was most meticu-
lously prepared and supported by slides projected by Theo Meyer while P. J. du Toit repeated
him in Dutch. He concluded to applause that De Beers Dynamite Factory was going to produce
a cheap phosphate before long and that the gathering must next day go to Armoedsvlakte where
Mitchell would demonstrate the administration of bonemeal. (Few did — the stockmen had left
for their distant ranches to scan their cattle with new insight and to spread the good word while
the frustrated Mitchell gave a detailed demonstration to a mere dozen.) The proofing run had
been notably successful.

Parliament was in session in Cape Town and with some poignancy, F. B. Smith for the last
time before his final departure, arranged a grand occasion for his colleague and collaborator of
18 years. He took the large hall of the Training College and issued invitations to members of
both Houses. Led by the Speaker of the Assembly and the present and past Ministers of Agri-
culture, F. S. Malan and Senator H. C. van Heerden, they thronged the hall on the 21st July
1920 together with representative notabilities, farmers and reporters. The interest of any audience
was transfixed by Meyer’s ‘magnificent slides’ showing Pica-ridden beasts with necks extended
chewing putrid bones and garbage, then exhibiting the stiffness of gait, recumbency, inability
to rise and, if lifted, to stand, declining into inertia with their heads alongside their bodies, and
finally dying. But Theiler also spoke to slides showing graphs indicating the onset of Pica during
dry months with diminution of phosphorus in herbage, and other results of his first experimen-
tation. Large doses of bonemeal — as much as a costly b a day — were necessary to prevent Pica
and the ingestion of the disease-microbe; but much smaller — as little as 2 or 3 oz. daily - would
keep it at bay. He stated fascinating facts. It cost £40 per annum to keep Armoedsvlakte clear
~F~~—inn. 600 beasts grazed on it and were thereby safeguarded at a cost of 1s.4d. each for a year.
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