



































The farm that Theiler wanted.
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Rinderpest coming from that area remained with him. He planned to leave in June, returning
at the end of November. Smith endorsed his confirmatory memo with ‘not more than one
month’. The Transvaal might be richer than the other Colonies, stiil in the depth of depression,
retrenchment and rigid curtailment of expenses; but the indulging of Bruce did not imply
extravagance or the prolonged absence of Theiler’s hand in controlling Onderstepoort.

Smith persuaded Treasury to recommend to the Public Service Board that Theiler receive
one month’s special leave on full pay non-deductible from his regular leave. With due formality,
» the Prime Minister’s Office requested the Governor Lord Seiborne to sanction it, as well as 14
days from the 10th to the 23rd September for Theiler’s attendarnce at The Hague Conference.
This was the second time his Government had undertaken Theiler’s overseas expenses; but ten
years before, the Z.A.R. had failed to refund the £200 owed him. His prospects were better now.

Only a few days remained before his departure. Perversely East Coast Fever flared in the
Eastern Transvaal, slaughter was ordered and the Government was expected to provide donkeys
and mules to compensate for the killed and quarantined oxen. A painful dichotomy afflicted the
Government Veterinary Bacteriologist (still earning only £1,200 a year despite his palatial
premises and large staff). He longed to remain at his new Institute to control its huge activities
and to be at hand when the political currents swirled into straight course and the detailed
structure of ‘Union’ became a unanimous demand of critical importance to himself — so im-
portant that already he was being instructed to look for staff, additional equip:
facilities for converting Onderstepoort into a Central Laboratory for the new So
not for Africa itself. On the other hand, the lure of Bruce with its chance of visit
Central Africa, the International Conference which would ‘bring him up to date
his friends, the old familiar ambience of Europe, were powerful forces to take hi
idea of studying at Zurich had gone by the board. The sooner he left, the sooner
back.

In the second week of June 1909, Theiler left by train for Lourengo Marques
Deutsche Ost-Afrika liner travelling east. Emma would follow a month later on t
meeting him in Mombasa on his return from Uganda. The children would be put
school. Onderstepoort would run along the lines clearly established, haunted
principles of meticulous observation, accuracy in recording and conscientious sery
originator had instilled.
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