



































sicularly charged with maintaining an efficient cavalry force in a mist-enshrouded
net Horse Sickness at its worst. All they had was ‘a small pamphlet issued under the
f Lord Chelmsford (C.-in-C.) and the annual report of the Colonial Veterinary Surgeon
*. If these documents described the discase, they were quite unhelpful in prescribing

:ed by increasing numbers of cavalry horses healthy at night and dead in the morning
flecked nostrils, Sergeant-Major R. W. Jackson and Veterinary Surgeon R. Moore
g’s Dragoon Guards decided that it might be useful to record their observations
Sekukuni campaign from October to December 1879. Limited and perforce specula-
at least a professional record. Fred Jeppe published it in his Transvaal Book Almanac
omething would have to be done about Horse Sickness if development was to pro-
whole of Africa South.
eterinary surgeons had begun to arrive. Similarly with Australia where professional
ors’ (and some charlatans) emigrated to the gold diggings in the fifties and sixties
rifted to the few towns, veterinary surgeons were attracted to the Cape diamond
he early gold diggings in the Eastern Transvaal. ‘In 1880°, the Australian doyen
here were only seven or eight qualified veterinary surgeons in Victoria, four of whom
Ibourne and about the same number in New South Wales, most in Sydney. There
n Adelaide, one in Brisbane, none in Western Australia, one in Tasmania and three
land’. With a much smaller white population and very uneven development, Africa
80 was moving very slowly in the same direction. John Cammack M.R.C.V.S. who
tudies in London but qualified in Edinburgh in 1872, came to the Diamond Fields
gressing later to the Transvaal. A vociferous man, he readily wrote to newspapers
mmunicated his observations to Hutcheon. In about 1886, an apparently unqualified
e Charles Baker, tried to establish a practice in the Transvaal and in 1890, Mr Sam
R.C.V.S. put up his plate in Port Elizabeth. None succeeded in earning a living.
. ‘horse doctors’ and numerous ‘veterinary farriers’ were to be found in the few
but merely added their surmises to the lore of local wiseacres.
s needed and periodically proclaimed by both the experienced and the scientifically-
ntlemen at the Cape was a proper scientific approach to the whole problem of agri-
nomy. The renowned Professor P. D. Hahn had been appointed to the chair of che-
e South African College (later the University of the Cape of Good Hope) but per-
all his time teaching. There could be no chemical analysis of soils. The farmers had
roundless store of intuitive lore. They knew the peculiarities of brak or saline soil
sional characteristic mounds as much as 20 or more yards across, on their properties
more fertile than the surrounding land — formed by ants or beetles or other insects,
1t no one knew authoritatively or why they should be exceptionally fertile. In 1881,
had become Professor of Botany and managed to produce a valuable brochure,
887, on ‘Plants that furnish Stock Food at the Cape’ which also dealt with toxic
there were no laboratories, no research institutes, no organised attacks on the eco-
lems which steadily grew more serious in Africa South.
1, a host in himself and still stationed on the eastern seaboard, was flung from one
sther while opening Agricultural Shows, judging exhibits, travelling incessantly and
wooing the farmers with Scottish jokes and Biblical quotations to match their
sallies. He identified and described the historic Blaauwtong (Blue Tongue in sheep)
gated Redwater in cattle. He also came to grips with Lamziekte and exchanged
sservations with Cammack in Kimberley and with sundry lay observers. Visiting
West in 1884, he had satisfied himself that both Lamziekte and Stijfziekte (Stiff
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