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The research community has lacked the 
ability to link researchers and scholars 
with their professional activities.   

What is the problem? 

•  Discoverability within and across databases 
•  Author, grantee, and faculty record management 
•  Output tracking 
•  Research reporting and impact assessment  
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Algorithms not enough 

•  Different versions (full 
name vs. initials) 

•  Shared names 
•  Transliteration 
•  ALT characters 
•  Name changes  
•  Multiple family names 

J. Å. S. Sørensen 

J. Aa. S. Sørensen 

J. Åge S. Sørensen 

J. Aage S. Sørensen 

J. Åge Smærup Sørensen 

J. Aage Smaerup Sørensen 



RIMS Finance Institutional 
Repository 

HR, 
Students 

Interoperability??? 

Research Data 

Silo Systems 
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What is ORCID? 

ORCID provides a persistent digital identifier that 
distinguishes researchers from each other 
 
Member-built integrations in key research workflows 
such as manuscript and grant submission support 
automated linkages between researchers and their 
professional activities and affiliations, ensuring that 
works are appropriately attributed and discoverable 
 
ORCID serves as a hub enabling machine-readable 
connections between identifiers for organizations, 
works, and person IDs 
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ORCID is not a profile system 

 
ORCID provides a simple basis for 

digital data governance through 
interoperable systems and the use of 

a persistent identifier 

Point of clarity 
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Key partners 
ORCID integrates with  
profiles and iD systems  

(key partners not competitors) 



Researcher Responsibility 
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To benefit, 
researchers need 
only do 2 things 
 
 

 
①  Register for an iD 
②  Use it! 

 
 



•  Take 30 seconds to 
register at 
http://orcid.org/register   

•  Free to researchers 
•  Individual owns the 

record and controls 
privacy settings 

•  Works on laptops, 
tablets, and phones 

    Register for your 



   Getting started 
Use free tools to connect your ORCID identifier to your name 
variations, other IDs, affiliations, and existing works and funding 
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ORCID is a registry 

•  Free, non-proprietary registry of persistent 
unique public identifiers for researchers 

•  Community-led initiative supported by 
institutional member fees 

•  Open data, software, APIs, and documentation 

•  ORCID is Interdisciplinary and International 
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ORCID is Opt-in 

•  ORCID is an opt-in system   

•  You own and control your record 

•  ORCID record is portable and travels with you 
throughout your career 



“Enter once, re-use 
often” 

orcid.org 13 



Repositories 

Funders 

Higher 
Education 

and 
Employers 

Professional 
Associations 

Other 
person 

identifiers 

Publishers 
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ORCID is a hub 

ISNI 
Researcher ID 
Scopus Author ID 
Internal identifiers 

FundRef ID 
Grant ID 

ISNI 
Ringgold ID 

Member  ID 
Abstract ID 

DOI 
URI 
Thesis ID 
Dataset ID DOI 

ISBN 
ORCID connects 
different ID 
systems through 
open & persistent 
identifiers 
 
ü Machine-readable 
ü  Interoperable 



Ins$tu$onal	
  Data	
  
• People	
  |	
  Org	
  units|	
  Affilia3ons	
  |	
  Op3onal:	
  Publica3ons	
  
• Sources:	
  Finance,	
  HR,	
  IR,	
  RIS,	
  DW,	
  …	
  

RIMS	
  

Albert	
  Einstein	
  
Dep.	
  of	
  Physics	
  
University	
  A	
  

ORCID ID: 
0000-0001-5442-5838 

+	
  other	
  online	
  sources,	
  	
  
file	
  formats	
  and	
  
manual	
  crea3on.	
  

ORCID digital ecosystem 
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New features: Peer Review 
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New features: Project CRedIT 
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Member created 

Direct via 
orcid.org 

Member referred 

Adoption by researchers 
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Over 1.71 million researchers have 
registered for an ORCID identifier.    

2012 2013 2014 2015 



Integration in research systems 
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Over 400 members in every sector of the 
research community and region of the world 

Americas 
48% 

EMEA 
36% 

Asia Pacific 
16% 

Funder 
7% 

Publishing 
16% 

Repository 
20% 

Research 
Institute 

45% 

Association 
12% 

Current members in South Africa: 
 North West University, University of Cape Town, Stellenbosch University, GIBS 

& National Research Foundation 



ORCID responsibility 
Build the infrastructure: 
•  Create the tools to allow for easy addition of 

ORCID iD during publishing, grant application, thesis 
deposit, etc. 

•  Engage the community to embed connection tools 

•  Ensure that the iD is published with the paper / 
dataset / grant / thesis, etc., and ORCID record is 
updated 
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How does ORCID work? 
•  Members build integrations to connect 

researchers to new works and affiliations 
•  Registry allows researchers to connect to 

existing works and affiliations (free service) 
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ORCID iDs are being embedded in articles 
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…and data management 

… and datasets… 

Witt 2014 

PeerJ 2015 



…and publication search engines 
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… and association membership systems … 



…and also in theses, personnel records… 
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... and grants… 



…and repositories 

•  DataCite 
•  Dspace  
•  ePrints  
•  EThOS  
•  HUBzero  
•  Hydra/Fedora  
•  InSPIRE  
•  Vireo  
•  Reactome 

 
More at 
http://orcid.org/blog/2014/03/10/orcid-
repositories-and-researchers  
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Metadata flow 

orcid.org

ORCID Record Publisher

University Library

Funders

submit 
manuscript

ACCEPTED!

notification to 
preprint 

repository

NEW 
INFO!

Faculty Profiles

http://crosstech.crossref.org/2015/09/orcid-auto-update.html 



 Collect, Connect, and Update 
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•  Click and Create 
•  Library Guide 
•  Training Sessions 
•  Theses and Dissertations 

http://libguides.kaust.edu.sa/orcid 

http://orcid.kaust.edu.sa/ 
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Research 
Output RIMS / 

Repository 
ORCID 
record 

Manual/
Automatic 

update 

Pull/
Notification 
(webhook) 

Push Submission 
systems 

(Grants & 
Manuscripts) 

Research 
Management 

Impact 
Assessment/

ROI 

Bibliometrics 
& Altmetrics 

Career 
Tracking 

Update other 
profile & iD 

systems 

Use Case: IR & RIMS system 
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Researcher 
connects their 
ORCID iD to an 
organization

Researcher moves to 
a new organization

Keeps the same 
ORCID iD

Researcher 
connects with a 
new organization

Previous 
organization can 
still read their 
ORCID record

Use Case: Career Tracking 
Researcher creates 
an ORCID iD



Benefits to the community   

v Unique and persistent iD can be used throughout 
career, across professional activities and affiliations 

v ORCID iD is embedded in works metadata, 
independent of platform 

v Improved system interoperability – across 
discipline, organization, and country 
•  Reduced reporting workload for researchers 
•  Automates repository deposition 
•  Supports institutional reporting  
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•  Researchers should register for their free 
ORCID iD 

•  Institutions should explore integrations 
with ORCID 

•  Libraries should create a libguide for 
researchers 

•  Institutions can consider membership 
options to ORCID 
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Closing remarks 
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The ability to uniquely identify 
contributors is a deceptively simple 

concept which, if realised, could enable 
forms of real-time understanding of 

scientific research that up to now have 
been extremely costly (if not impossible). 

--Jonathan Kram, Wellcome Trust 



In summary, ORCID 

  
①  Enables machine readability 
②  Disambiguates and enforces uniqueness 
③  Enables linking and data integration 

 
Persistent identifiers provide a  

simple basis for digital data governance 



Researcher engagement 
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•  Find out more at http://orcid.org  

•  Register at http://orcid.org/register 
 

38 orcid.org

Thank you! 

Matthew Buys 
Regional Director 
m.buys@orcid.org 

 


