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Brir (1929) reported the 1solation of a micro-organism, Actinomyces
dermatonomus, from the natural lesions of a skin disease of sheep
designated by him as detinomycotic dermatitis and popularly re*-rred
to as ““ Lumpy wool 7. Bull described the morphological, ¢ ural
and pathogenic characteristies of this organism and assigned +o it
the causative rdle in the production of the condition. Albistc 133
described the natural occurrence of this disease in calves. was
able to 1solate an organism similar to that described by Buli and to
transmit the condition to sheep and calves.

TiE OCCTRRENCE OF THE DISEASE IN SOUTH AFRICA,

In some localities, e.g. in the Humansdorp dietrvict, the disense
assumes serious proportions during certain seasons.  owever, in most
other areas only one or two cases occur in the flock and under these
conditions there i1s no evidence to show that the disease 1s very
contagious. There appears to be no doubt that rainfall and humi ty
are very important in connection with the occurrence of this disease.
The following points with regard to the incidence of the disease 1n
South Africa illustrate this:—

1. Hitherto only isolated outbreaks have been noted in the arrco
districts.  This tract of country is an mmportant sheep-raising avea
and 1s arid or semi-arid.

2. Most of the outhreaks which have been reported have occurred
im East Griqualand and the eastern, south and south-western distriets
of the Cape. The rainfall in these areas is relatively high.

3. Im the Humansdorp district (southern Cape) a large number of
cases occurred in 1932 when the district experienced abnormally
heavy rains. llowever, in 1933 when much less rain fell and droughty
conditions prevailed, no fresh cases were reporte and most of the
sheep which developed the disease in 1932 recovered spontaneously
after shearing.

Tyrr oF ANIMALS  FECTED.

As far as 1t has been possible to ascertain the disease has been
noted in Merino sheep only. However, the fact that Merinos pre-
ponderate in South Africa may account for the apparent non-
susceptibility of other breeds. It would appear that lambs are
particularly susceptible, although cases 1n older animals are mnot
uncommon.
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