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IFeed plays an important part in wool production. The sheep
farmer iy aware that during droughts his sheep o~ lighter in body
weight, and produce hghter and finer fleeces. ifferent research
workers have concluded that feed influences the sheep and its fleece.

Probst (1926) found that the variation of wool growth along a
staple from one of his stud rams could be explained by the influence
of winter feed. conditions.

Wilson (1927) in dealing with wool production in California
asserts that < sheep which are improperly or poorly fed produce light
frowsy fleeces lacking the lLife which is so essential to good wool.”

Duerden and Bosman (1927) found an absence of uniformity of
growih along a wool staple and it was presumed to have resulted
from feed 1nfluences.

ITardy and Tennyson (1930) in describing wool fineness influenced
by rate of growth, showed that the period of greater growth was
associated with a general thiifty condition of the sheep, also that the
weight of wool increased with an increase in length and fibre
thickness.

Wilson (1931) found considerable differences in the fleece charac-
teristics when three Romney wethers were fed on maintenance
rations and then on sub-maintenance rations.

Weber (1932) found a difference in scoured fleece weights, fibre
fineness and length by feeding different quantities of ground corn
and alfalfa to sheep.
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TABLE 2a.
Average Body Weights for the First Nine Months.
Estimated at l P b
Lot No. Injtial. End of 9 lercen age
Months. ‘ . nerease.
2B e 83-0 L 2-21 69-9 -+ 1-89 \ — 15-8
PN 851 + 2-51 94-3 + 2.52 i -+ 10-8
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