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The object of t his note is to draw attention not only to the 
somewhat frequent occurrence of prenatal death in the pregnant 
Merino ewe, hut also in this instance to an unusual dilatation of the 
canalis cm·1:icis (Quinlan, 1929). Corner (1923) has undertaken a 
thor·ough investigation into intrauterine mortality in the pig. 

The speeimen in question (see figure) '"as obtained on 18th 
August, 1933, th rough the kin d offices of Messrs . G. Pilditch and 
Coetzee of th e Pret·oria Abattoir. 

As is " ·ell knovm, the fate of a dead foetus may be as follows: 
(a) abortion , or (b) maceration generally accompanied by pyometra 
a nd even pyosalpinx and cervicitis, or (c) mummification. In this 
case twins had been present an d death had taken place at about 
2 months. 
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ANATOMICAL STUDIES NO. 4J. 

Each o£ the ovaries showed the embedded corpus luteum and 
in one instance some retrogression had taken place. Only portions 
o£ the oviducts had escaped the slaughterman's knife and these were 
much thickened. The uterus contained both bones and pus, but most 
o£ the latter had filtered through to a dilatation o£ the cervix. The 
foetal membranes and maternal cotyledons had disappeared and the 
uterine wall throughout was greatly thickened. It may be added 
that the dressed carcase o£ the ewe was in excellent condition. 

In regard to the deformity o£ the cervix (see Curson, 1932), 
this was not only greatly dilated, but it oontained only three valve~. 
an anterior, which was pervious, and two posterior. On incision 
20 c.c. o£ liquid pus escaped £rom the cervical dilatation and in 
this were several bony fragments. 
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