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ltetorb of 561 Q!;anstcutibe J\utopsies an
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The tables given hereunder record a further 56 [
autopsies performed since the publication of the
author's report on 1,402 autopsies (JOURNAL OF THE

MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA, September
28th, 1929). These autopsies cover the period fronl
the date of the preliminary report to the 31St' Decem­
ber, 1931.

It will be noted from the tables that there is but
a slight difference in the distribution of the various
findings. Noteworthy are the following differences:-

The ratio of deaths from pneumonias shows a slight
increase over the preceding period (42-4 per cent. to
49-4 per cent.). On the other hand, tuberculosis
shows a slight reduction (21.5 per cent. to 16.04 per
cent.) . The anatomical distribution of the lesions
found in lobar pneumonia remains approximately the
same (Table Ill). Acute miliary tuberculosis is the
dominant ty.pe of tuberculosis encountered in these
autopsies, and was found in So per cent. of the
cases of tuberculosis which came to autopsy. This is,
however, due to the fact that all cases of tuberculosis i

of a non-iulminating type are repatriated if they are
able to travel, and the vast majority of cases that
come to autopsy are consequently of a fulminating
type.

There is a relative increase in the number of malig­
nant tumours found at autopsy. In the period 1922­
1928, these tumours constituted 0.92 per cent. of all
the autopsies. In the present period they constitute
1.6 per' cent.

In the last report it was suggested that the actual
percentage of natives infected with bilharzia is much
higher than one would assume from the post-mortem
protocols. It was suggested 'that methodical examina­
tion would reveal a much higher percentage. This
was confirmed py a careful search in 326 consecutive
post-morterns carried out during the period under
review. The results are set forth in Table VII.

Of the series of autopsies now reported, 121 were
performed by Dr. A. B. Dodds, 22 by Dr. A. O.
Dreosti, 6 by various other medical officers, and the
remaining 412 by the a~thor.

By DR. W. O. FISCHER,

Medical Research 0 (fieer, Rand Mines, Limited.
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PER CENT. OF TOTAL AUTOPSIES PERFORMED.

TABLE HI.
.-\.XATO:ll1CAL lTES OF LESIONS IN P:\EU~lO-"IASJ AS

Fou;./o AT AUTOPSY.

Let't Lobar Pneumolli(l.

Previous
Lobes i\ frected. Cases. Pel' cent. Series.

Per cent.

Both lobes ... 34 5.0 71.3
Lower lobe alone 5 12.5 25.9
Upper lobe alone 1 2.5 2.8.

Right Lobar Pllewmonia.

Double Lobar Pneumonia.
-- -- --,-

, Previous
Lobes Affected. I Ca,es Per cent. Series

1-4 I Per "Fnt.

All lobes of both lungs ... 5.2 8.7
All lobes of right lung i

and left lower lobe I 17 22.1 17.3
All lobes of right lung

and left upper lobe ... 2 2.6 5.8
Right lower and upper

and left lower lobe ... 10 12.9 15.6
Right lower and upper

and left upper lobe ... 2 2.6 0
Right lower and middle

and left lower lobe 2 2.6 1.7
Right lower and middle

and left upper lobe ... 0 0 l.q
Right mid'dle and upper

and left lower lobe ... 0 0 O.G
Right middle and upper

and left upper lobe ... 0 0 0
Right lower and left

lower lobe 8 lOA 11.6
Right lower and left

upper lobe 3 3.9 1.2
Right upper and left

lower lobe 3 3.9 0.6
Right upper and left

upper lobe 1 1.3 1.2
Both lobes of left lung

and right lower lobe ... 5 6.5 10.98
Both lobes of left lung

and right middle lobe 0 0- 0.6
Both lobes of left lung

and right upper lobe ... 6 7.8 3.5
Both lobes of left lung

and right lower and
middle lobes 3 3.9 4.04

Both lobes of left lung
and right lower and
upper lobes 11 143 12.7

Both lobes of left lung
and right middle and
upper lobes 0 0 2.9

-~ - --._-
TABLE IV..

DISTRIBUTIOC\' OF TUBERCULOUS LESION J AS Fou '0
AT AUTOPSY.

5
3.8
1.3

3.9

7.3

6.3

Epidemic
Cerebro­

spinal
Meningitis.
Per cent.

6

8.6

Enteric
Fever.

Per cent.

21.5

19.97

TABLE H.

-----

44. 17.9 72
55.5 12.1 7.7
4'7 17.9 12.1!

----

49.4 16.04 87

42.2

44.3

Lobar
Pneumonia

and ITuberculosiS.
Broncho- Per cent

pneumonia
Per cent.

Year.

1929
1930
1931

Total
1929·
1931

Total
1922­
19:J8

Total
1922.
1931

Lobes Affected.

All lobes
Lower lobe alone
Upper lobe alone
Middle lobe alone
Lower and upper lobes ...
Lower and middle lobes
Nfiddle and upper lobes

Cases.

47
2
4
o

21
12

2

Per cent

53.4
2.3
4.5
o

23.9
13.6
2.3

Previous
Series.

Per cent.

57.2
10.7

.6
1.6

14.4
5.3
2.1

Type. Cases. IPrevious
Per cent. Series.

Ppr Cf"nt.--- ---
I Acute miliary tuberculosis 45 50.0 45.0
2 Pulmonary tuberculosis ... 12 133 15.9
3 General tuberculosis 8 8.9 13.9
4 Pulmonary tuberculosis

with silicosis. 8 89 9.9
5 Abdominal tuberculosis ... 1 1.1 7.3
6 Tuberculosis of glands ... 2 2.2 2.3
7 Tuberculous meningitis ... 6 6.7 1.98
8 Tuberculous pericarditis ... 6 6.7 0.99
9 Tuberculosis of kidneys ... 0 0 0.7

10 Tuberculosis of vertebrre 2 2.2 0.7
11 Tuberculous abscessofliver 0 0 07
12 Tuberculoma of brain 0 0 0.7
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TABLE V.

1 .tJ

5 4. ] 5

1 .8 1

1 .S 1

·1 .8

Organs Affected.

Bladder and
appendix

Blaqder, ureters
and urethra ...

TABLE VII.

Liver alone

Bladder and
~ cre(;:um

Bladder and liver

B I add er, liver
and lung-s

B I L H A R Z I A S I S.

(a) East Coast natives 185 123 66.5
Union natives 141 3 2.1

Previous series .. 735 258 35.1

(b) The organs affe~ted and species found in th~ 123
cases ot bilharzIasis amongst East Coast nati\·es.

"

11 Per Schistosomum. Schist.
Ca,ses.

j
,Cent.._~-'.. -- Ha!matob.

H<ematob. Mansoni. +Mansoni.

B--Ia-d-d-e-r-a-Io-n-e-.-.+--lfS!79 . 6

16 1]3.0

~---

I - . - jlPreViOUS
I Cases. Per cent Series

--- f P~cent.

Peritonitis following- perforation 9 18.4/ 20.2

Peritonitis without perforation 0
I1

1.7Oi
!

Intestinal hremorrhage 2 4.11i 6.7
~

Ulcerative typhoid appendicitis 1 2.0 1.7

Abscess of spleen 1 2.0 1.7

Typhoid septicremia 0 0 0.83

Broncho·pneumonia 17 35.6 46.6

Acute nephritis 3 6.1 10.0

A,.cute typhoid meningitis 0 0 1.7

--, -- ~- - -~-

COMPLICATIONS FOT,TND AT AUTOPSY IN 49 CASES OF

ENTERIC FEVER.
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