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Automotive focus group responds to
industry’s human resources needs

ne of the milestones of
ulliance between the Council
for Scienufic and Industrial

Research (CSIR) und the University
of Fretoria. reported more than a
veur azn, wis the establishment of a
compelitive manufactuing task weam
in UPs School of Enginecring.

Together with the CSIR, a com-
mittee was formed and discussions
weere held with the Automative
Indusiry Development Centre
(AIDC).

These discussions have now
resulted in the launch of an Aulo-
mative Forus Group {AFG) (o re-
spond Lo the needs of the automotive
dustey tor knowledee and tech-
nislogy transter.

The AFG, which is headed by
Professor Jasper Steyn, will be able
(0 use the experdse cantained in
three chairs al the university that are
focused on skills develapment in the
antoenotive manufacturing industry.

These are a Chair in Anlomotive
Manufactuning in the Departiment of
Industrial and Systems Enginecring,
held by Professor Johan Strasheim;
a Chair in Life Cycle Engineering in
the Depanment of Engineermg and
Technology Munagerment, beld by
Alan Brent: and the Sasol Chair in
Vehicle Engincering, held by Dr
Francois Naude and Schalk Els.

In the process, the AFG will be
able 1o provide the induesiry with the
raming and skidls required w0
improve compelitiveness and
achieve weehnological leadership,

The Chair of Life Cycle
Engincering (L.CE) is a world-first.

Life cycle engineering is closely
connected to environmental engi-
neeTing.

The UP LCE chair is pnmanly

concerned with ensuring that products

Alan Brent

Why AIDC has heen established

The Automotive Industry Development Centre (AIDC) has been estab-
lished 1o increase the global competitiveness of the South African
automotive industry to world-class levels.

The AIDC is a project of the Blue IQ initiative, a multibillion-rand
investment plan by the Gauteng Provincial Government, to invest in
11 projects In the areas of fourism, technology, transport and high-
value-added manufacluring to make Gauteng ‘the smart province’.
The AIDC works in parinership with business, government depart-
ments and other organisations to invigorate economic development
within the automotive industry.

Its services inciude supplier development, logistical services, design,
engineering and testing services, human resource development,
SME development, government programmes in support of the MIDP
and support to the Gauteng Automotive Cluster.

The AIDC has signed coniracts with tertiary education institutions to
develop relevant human resources for the automolive industry.
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Your partner in becaming gichally compstitive

and processes used in maotor vehicles
are envircmment-foendly, and will not

i damage the enviconment vice they
i have been retired.

LCE also ties in with sustainable
development, and Brent ells
Engineering News that this suidisci-
pline of engineenng therefore also
has social and cconmic unplica-
uons,

He believes that 1 can e in with
the secial and econemic sciences,
and there are greal opportunitics for
multi- and wterdisciplinary work,

Brent, a graduate of the universi-
es of Stellenbosch and Chalmers, in
Sweden. tells Eagineening Mews that
LOE hus become mereasingly popu-
lar, due 1 the size of s inwenation-
al automative industry, and the
prominence of environmenal protec-
tion in the global marketplace.

This all tes in 1o the “riple botom
Jime" philosephy which is Brecoming
important, as compelitive companics
have 1 show that ey are conribut-
g environmentally, as webl as
sacially.

‘Greentng e supply chain is
another popular theme, and Brent
informs Engirnecring News tha
curren initatives in South Africa
are world-class in this regard.

T new LCE ¢hair has alko led 1©
a number of new courses heing
uffered at UP.

LCE at UP ix focusing on post-
arwduzne students, with the first
students with master’s degrees in
LCE-related diciplines expecied o
wraduate by the end of 2004,

LInderzraduate sludents have w do
d COMPuUisOTY COUTSEE iN environmen-
tal maragement, however, with LCE
as g subcomponent,

The LCE master’s will not stand
by isell, hut will be camed as a ms-
ler’s degree, eather w environmental
engIneering or envirenmentil man-
agemenl, with LCE as the focus.
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