

















Smuts (1974) postulated a maximum ecological longe-
vity of 22 years for plains zebras in the KNP. At that age
incisors were worn down to stumps which were fre-
quently level with the gum. Old, debilitated zebras are
more vulnerable to predation. The absence of large car-
nivores in the MZNP implies that Cape mountain zebras
could reach their full phgsiologica life span, which
would appear to be at least 26 years,

Joubert (1972) stated that infundibula of I, in Hart-
mann zebras had disappeared by age 11-12 years, those
of I, by age 13-14 years and those of I, by age 15 years.
The ages of the animals in this study, however, were
onldy estimations based on criteria for domestic horses
and East African plains zebras. The cementum annula-
tion method of age determination of plains zebras in the
KNP and Cape mountain zebras is relatively accurate
(Smuts, 1974; Penzhorn, 1982a). It would be interesting
to determine whether age classes proposed by Joubert for
Hartmann zebras would correspond to ages estimated by
means of this method.

Virtually all MZNP zebras are individually known
and, in most cases, their birth dates are known fairly
accurately (at least to within a few months). With a little
effort, skulls of known-age animals dying from natural
causes could be collected and relevant data (i.e. identifi-
cation number, approximate date of death) recorded. In
thistlway the meagre data base could be expanded signifi-
cantly.
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