in morphology, pigmentation, derivation and otuer
aspects, there appears acecording to various workers, to be as
many differences between the basal cell earcinomata or the
melunomata themselves, as between the two groupse It secus
thus, that until grounds for differentiating the two, are
better defined, diagnosis in favour of one or the other must
remain a matter of personal opinion. After all uwhether the
mother cells are deiived from the epidermis, including pige
mented and non-pigmented naevi, or from the skin apyendages,
they are all of the basal cell type. ihe resultant tumours
mist, therefore, within the ordinary raunge of variance, have
a sliallar strucpure., Although plzmented tumours have not as
a rule veen considered as basal cell curcinomata, there is
no reason why, under csrtain circumstunces, they could not
be so terumed.

It peems doubtful in any case whether pigmentation
alone can be used as a differential ecriterion between the
two. rurthermore, until the nature of naevi is better under-
iatood, one does not feel justified in assuming that tihe
origin of tumours from them is sufficient reason to class
then aparte

It has been stated Ly “ells {19cbH) that cells which
dc not no;mally form melanin, probably do not acquire this
sower im pathological conditicne. 1his ley therefore, a very
strong argument in favour of the basal cell origin of these
tumours, since it is now a fairly well established fact from
the work of 3loch' and cothers, that this is the laya: normally
concerned with melanin production. (buing to lack/:he
neceasary reagents, it was unfortunately 1mp§ssible to apprly
the Dopa oxydase reaction tc these tamoura.) ihe avove
atatement of vells leads one to believe that pigmentaticn in
skin tumours is 8 secondary characteristic and depends

entirely on the pre-sxistence of the melanin producing
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