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ISBN 92-9044-341 -3. 

A valuable decision-making tool is now being used in 
the field of animal health. This issue of the Scientific and 
Technical Review introduces that tool- risk analysis. 

The objective of this issue is to present the definitions 
and methods currently used in animal health risk as
sessment with a view to stimulating interest, discus
sion and the further development of this tool. Although 
the international movement of animals and animal pro
ducts represents the main theme, this issue will inter
est not only import regulatory officers but also anyone 
involved in decision-making in animal health and inter
national trade. 

Appropriately, the preface and introduction present the 
impetus and rationale for the use of risk assessment in 
animal heatlh. One article is devoted to definitions and, 
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for comparison, another article elaborates the defini
tions and use of risk assessment in meat hygiene. A 
third article summarizes the historical relationship be
tween risk assessment and international trade. Twelve 
papers present quantitative and qualitative methods. 
Most of the methods are illustrated with examples of 
animal-health activities, particularly with regard to the 
movement of animals and animal products. In addi
tion, papers are included on two necessary inputs to 
any risk assessment: the assessment of surveillance 
and animal health monitoring systems, and the assess
ment of Veterinary Services. 

This issue is being presented at the exciting develop
mental phase of risk assessment in animal health. It is 
expected to make a dramatic contribution. 

201 


