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ABSTRACT

BOOMKER, J. 1994. Parasites of South African freshwater fish. VII. Nematodes of some scaled fishes from the
Hartbeespoort Dam, Transvaal. Onderstepoort Journal of Veterinary Research, 61:197-199

The nematode parasites of 16 large-scaled yellowfish, Barbus marequensis, six silverfish, Barbus mattozi, six
small-scaled yellowfish, Barbus polylepis, 52 canary kurper, Chetia flaviventris, 11 carp, Cyprinus carpio, 45
Mozambique bream, Oreochromis mossambicus and a single-banded bream, Tilapia sparrmani, caught in the
Hartbeespoort Dam, Transvaal, were collected, identified and counted.

Contracaecum spp. larvae were recovered from one O. mossambicus, 40 Chetia flaviventris, three Cyprinus
carpio, one B. marequensis and five B. mattozi, Rhabdochona esseniae from five B. marequensis, Rhab-
dochona spp. from one O. mossambicus and four Cyprinus carpio, and unidentified nematode larvae from two
O. mossambicus, three Chetia flaviventris, two Cyprinus carpio and from the single T. sparrmani. Burdens in
the infected fishes were generally small, and small-scaled yellowfish did not harbour any worms.

Only Mozambique bream and canary kurper were caught at regular intervals, but even in these species no
pattern of seasonal prevalence of the nematodes was evident.

INTRODUCTION

The nematode parasites of freshwater fishes in South
Africa are poorly known and only a few papers dealing
with incidental findings, surveys, taxonomy and dis-
eases or mortalities caused by these worms, have
appeared (Lombard 1968; Whitfield & Heeg 1977;
Jackson 1978; Bruton 1979; Mashego & Saayman
1981; Mashego 1989, 1990; Boomker 1982, 19934, b;
Boomker & Petter 1993). Host-parasite lists for many
of the fish species were first established by Khalil
(1971) and Van As & Basson (1984).

The nematodes recovered from catfish examined in a
survey conducted in the Hartbeespoort Dam, Trans-
vaal, during 1979 have previously been reported
(Boomker 1982). The present paper records the spe-
cies and numbers of nematodes present in the
scaled fish species collected at the same time.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

All the fishes were caught in the Hartbeespoort Dam
(25°42'-25°45'S; 27°48'-27°54'E), which is situated
about 40 km to the west of Pretoria, Transvaal. Allwere
collected at the same time and sites, and in the same
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manner as previously reported for catfish (Boomker
1982).
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